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Dear Mr, Nelte:

It was a het muggy July night, the kind which makes a cotton dress
cling to the bedy, wheh Vicky Walent met Harry Wrigley, "They used te
have epen air dancing,” Vicky says, "and all the girls used teo like te
go together because ne one wanted te dance with the same bey all night,”

"Harry was at the dance, but I didn't want te ge eut with him, One
ef the girls told me *Every time yeu see him, he *s with a different girl,?
Se when Harry came ever and asked me, *Weuld you 1like a ride heme?* I
teld him *Ne thamks, I'm geimg heme with my friemd Gimger,® He didm't
say anything, he just walked away,

"Well, abeut a quarter of twelve I started leoking fer Ginger te go
heme but I ceuldn?®t find her, Se my friend ever here (Harry) came aver
and innecently asked, ®Are yeu leeking fer somebedy?' I teld him I was
lecking for Ginger,

"Just as innecently he teld me she ceuldn't wait fer me, and had
gone home, He offered me a ride agaim, I didn®t knew then that he had
schemed with Ginger, and teld her she didm't need te stay, because he
was going te take me heme, Anyway, I was stuck at the damce and scared
té death to geo heme with Harry,"”

"I teok yeu right heme, didn't I?" said Harry,
"Yes," Vickv laughs, "you did,"”
"I didn't even make a passer mething,"

"Ne, but the next night yeu came banging en my doer asking would T
like to geo swimming, I teld him ne but he said seme »f my friends were
in the car and that I ceuld trust him,

"I went swimning amd we were married a little mere than a year later,
and that was nearly 35 years age,"

"That's a leng time age" Vicky says, "but the time has passed pretty
quiekly, When I think abeut it, I've been werking at Western TFRleetrie
fer mearly eighteen years, When I started I theught I'd enly werk a
couple of years, But every time I theught abeut quitting we always seemed
te need semething else, se I kept en werking,
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"Once, several years age, I had theught abeut quitting, but Harry was
unhappy at his jeb as an insurance salesmam, I teld him if he didm*t like
the werk he sheuld quit while I was werkiny and de something he liked, He
did quit and he started selling autemebiles, and he's beem selling cars
ever since,

"Thinking back like this makes me think abeut when the childrean were
small,and hew we used te play leap freg with them on the carpet,”™ The
children amd their lives still take up a large pertien of their parents?
time, Rusty, their sen and the elder of the twe children, is a teacher
at a lacal secondary scheel, He wanted te be a teacher for many years,
and new he wants te be an administrater, He has his master's degree,

Vicky says, "We really den't help him eut finamcially anymere, Sure, I
might give him a little soamething te help him out with his benks, and I
can't help but apeil @y grandchild a little, but Rusty takes care of things."

Harry says, "He's the kind of kid +hat a mother likes, He's depend-
sble and selid, Rusty's the typical guy that mathers like, They go teo
scheel, get a job, get married and have children, WNew Rusty ceuld have
goene cempletely the other way and become a gypsy, but he dida't,”

"That s right," says Vieky, "he married his high scheel sweetheart,
But he always had sense, They waited until they each graduated froem
cellege befere they got married,”

"See, " says Harry, "That's just what I mean, He and Terry leved
each ether, but they waited teo get married until after cellege, Yeu knew,
just what methers want, Nice wedding, big recentien,”
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"Semeone will ask me," Vicky says, ' 'What dees yeur sen de?*' 1%11
say, 'Oh, he®s a teacher and he has his Masters,*® Then they'll ask *What
dees your daughter de?*® 1'11 start, 'She's,..? and then I slur a little,

I mean that's hew things are, Jeamnie'’s a geed kid., I can't say anything
against her, Whatever she dees, she dees on her ewn and she enjoys what
she 's deing,

*When she cemes heme, she leves te be heme, She's my daughter and
I enjoy her, 1°'d leve fer her te be living here, get up, ge te wark, de
her jeb, ceme heme, but that®s anether thing, That isn't her way,"

"De yeu think that Rusty geing te scheel lecally and Jeannie geing
te scheel in Celerade made a big difference?" I ask,

"Ne," says Harry, "they've just get different persenalities, Rusty
is a heme bedy, He wants te lay dewn the rules, and make plans, Firat
it*s I'm geing te finish schrel, then get married, and them pay fer a
house and have children, Jeannie ceuld decide tamorrew she wants te ge
te Alaska and she'd just pack up snd ge., Rusty, if he was woing te Alaska,
it weuld take a year's planning to de it, Jeannie could hnap in the car
with a dellar in her pecket and say 'I™m going to Alaska® and she'd ge,

1 envy Jeannie for that,"

“Jeannie's never had a real plan of what she'd like to de,' Vicky
says, 'Jeannie went te a junier cellege areund here feor a yvyear, but she
didn't like it, At the end ef the year she teld me she wanted te take a
year ef f, Well, I wanted her te get an educatien, 1 never had the chance
te get ene, and I always regretted it, When I was yaoung I theught abeut
beceming a nurse but I knew geing te cellege was eut eof the questien ge
I never told my parents, We didn't have the meney, and besides girls
didn*t ge on te cellege in thege days, The clesest 1 ever came to cellege
was taking seme clerical ceurses whem I werked in Andever, 1 never used
them, but I was glad I had the ceurses, I wanted my children te ge te
cellege, if they had the chamce, and we ceuld help them eut, Harry amd
I have always tried te help them eut if we ceuld,

“But Jeamnie didan't like scheel amnd wanted te werk, se she get her-
self a job in a lecal factery., I remember I warned her that she might
met like it wery much, We didn't argue ahsut it, She just teld me she
ceuld handle it,

"After enly ane day at the rubber plan+ she came home exhausted, She
came in the fremt deer, all tired out, and started laughing, *It's just
like you said it weuld be, Mem, I mever theught it would be like that,*

"When I weke her up the next mernimg fer werk, she teld me she
didn*t feel tee geed and maybe she'd stay heme, I teld her, *leek, dear,
yeutre werking new, If yeu enly have a celd yeu sheuld geo te werk,® She
lay there for a while and I teld her *All right, ysung lady, get eut of
that bed and get geing,*

"I had te tell her the same thing the third merning, and when en the
fourth merning she teld me she didn't feel well, I let her stay heme, She
quit the jeb that Friday,
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"1*11 say this fer her, she didm*t lay areund that summer, The
next week she went loeking fer a jeb, and started working fer an insurance
company in Andever, I think that little taste of what werk was like cem-
vinced her that geing te scheel was a2 better idea, She enrelled the mext
year at The University of Nerthern Celarade in Greley ard she just graduated
last June,

"I teek ten days of my three week summer vacation te ge out to Celerade
to pick Jeanmnie up, She wanted me te meet her friemds and then we were
going te drive areund, She was geing te shew me Utah, the Great Teutens (sic),
parts ef the ceuntry I've never seen, But Jeamnie's car had preblems, ene
of the valves had a pretty lew cempressisn reazding, so we came heme ap
quickly as pessible,

"The trip gave us a chance to talk, Jeannie had all serts of ideas
abeut going te Seuth America er Imdia, 1 tnld her after the last tuitiem
check she would hawe te start agssuming respensibility fer things, We
would help her eut, but she weuld have te find a jeb, and begin supperting
herself,

"] premised her a trip as a graduatien present, Well, she asked me
fer the meney, saying she might use it te ge dewn te Latin America, 1
wanted te give her a nice cemfortable trip as a present and I theught if
what she wanted te do was to ge te Latin America she sheuld de it by putting
her feet dewn en selid greund first,

"She gsaid if I'm going te rive the money why should I care hew she
spends it? 1 guess she's right, but I de werry abeut her, I think we're
very clese, but in s~me ways we're very different, Last time Jeannrnie was
heme I dreve her te the Meter Vehicle Bureau te have her picture taken fer
a new license, Her hair wasn®t fixed up, and I said, *Yeu knew, yeu leek
like a washerwoman, aren®t yeu gaing te make  veur hair up?* Jeannie
just leeked at me and said, 'Ne, what's the difference?' 1 told her the
picture had te last four years, 'Se what?® was her answer, 'it deesn't
matter, it*s not impertant t~ me, It's just a picture of me, * I told
her if it was me I weuld have been sure *o fix my hair up,e

I knew with a let of these things that semetimes I hold on tee much,
It*s hard to let ge, 1 knew she's 24 and can make her own decisiers, but
still, it's hard te let ge, 1I've been that way fer a leng time, se the
kids know that when I said ne they sheuld ask Harry,.

"] remember when Jeannie was 18 and she wanted te ge te Canada with
a couple of friemds, 1 wasn't tee anxieus fer her te go, but Harry teld
me, 'Loek, she's a good driver, let her ge!?' Finally I said OK,

"She called up frem Mentreal the next day and said she®d been in
an aceident, I was se excited when she said that that she asked te speak
to her father, She teld him abeut the accident and that she had already
called the insurance agent, and had had the car repaired, Yeu knew what
Harry teld her, *New I want you te fiind the nicest restaurant ysu can, have
the best meal, and then find a nice metel and stay there,? Well, she felt
just like aces, Harry didn't criticize her; he was proud that she had
taken care of things,



"A few years later she wanted te ge with her girlfriends te Alaska,
I was hesitant again but Harry said, 'Leek, shets 21 new, it's time we
give her our blessings and tell her te de the thines that she wants te
de, We can't step her anymere!*

"Se Harry is mere lenient with the kids, I think some of it iz because
of what it was like when I was a kid, I grew up in a small tewn in Maine-.
Mexice, Maine, My mother was always saying no; she'd say ne befere yeu'd
ask, It seemed as theugh I could mever make nlans and say '0h yes, my
mother will let me go,' I ceuld mever have that freedof--never,

"When I was in high schoel I was inwlved in leots of thingsa I was
the bead cheerleader, and I was on the debating téam, If yeu were on the
debating team it meant yeu had te de research in the library, 1'd say te
my mether, *X%d like te go to the library tenight,! She'd say *Ne, you're
not going to the library teaight,! Or I'd want to ge te a game er practice
for a game, and she*d say ne and she'd never explain the reasen,

"After my Mem weuld say mne, I'd sgk my father, because I knew hetd
usually say yes, Usually he'd say semething like *(K, but ceme right back
when it's sver se yeur Mem wen't be toe mad at either of us,?

"My Dad died thirty years age and that left my mether, and bless
her seul, I leve her, but she's net always that easy te live with, She
deesn't like te let go. 1I'm almest embarrassed to say I still wender be-
fere I do semething whether er net my mether weould let me de it, Imagine
that, me, at my age, and I still want my mether te say ek, It's enly been
the past ceunle of years that I've really started te de the thimgs I
want, I think it started with eur trip te Hawaii, My sister and I planned
a trip and 1 teld my mether, *We're going te Hawail,!

"She said, 'I den't knew why,,therets plenty te see around here,*
"It bethered me a let, but we finally went,

"Se even theugh I say I wen't held en like my mether, I knew I held
en, a little mere than I'd like,

"Jeannie ®s a big girl mew, and I still werry abeut her, 1I%d like
her te be a little mere finamcially secure, She's happy, I knew she's
happy, but I still werry abeut her, Shet?s living up in New Hmpshire new
and a bey she was going with in Calerades has meved te New Hmpshire,

"I den't ask about certaim parts ef her life; I try net te put my
nese inte certainm parts of her life,™

"It*s the eld estrich syndreme", Harry says, "Put ysur head in the
sand and yeu den't knew what's geing em, Times have changed, and things
are different, When we went te visit yeur parents befere we were married,
we did eur thing, necking, in the autemebile,"
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"We never kissed im their heuse', Vicky says, "We would never
even sit next te each ether, I woeuldn't dare te kiss yeu in fremt o
my parents, Kids teday are mere free, We aren't puritais, but everything
has its proper place,

"I knew my thinking is affected by the way I was breught up,' Vieky
says, "Just like in certain ways I still have a preblem snending money,
I was a kid right after the Depressi»n, My mether needed every bhit of
money my father made just te clathe us four kids, t~ feed us and keep us
warm, There were two thinge I wanted as a child and never could have,
I never had a bicycle te ride; I never had a dell carriage, Tne enly way
I had a dell was when yeu beught bread, There were coupens; save so many
coupens and get a dell, That was the enly dell I remembar having, We
kids weuld have teo entertain each ether, Our big fun was that semehew
my father weuld take us fer a2 ride., My father beught a car just bafere
the Depressien, Semehew he kept up the py ments and he weuld have a little
money, maybe $1,00,te put some gas in the car and go fer a drive, Het'd
always have a couple of nickels in his pecket se the kids ceuld have candy,

"My ether great joy was picking fruit, There were s-me farms nearby
and fer 50¢ you covld pick a huge barrel eof apples er plums, My mether
would can the fruit and put it away fer the winter, Yeu know, there's
8till a farm nearby where you can pick blueberries, My husband dessn't
like to de it, but I de, Imstead of camnimg, I just put them in the freezer
and use the blueberries for pies,

"I 8till have treuble spanding nney and my mother never wants us te
spend money, Just last summer T thsught of renting a place near the bheach
fer my vacatien where I could take my mother, I tald her ahaut it and
she asked me; 'Still gat tre mortgage, don't yéu?' I teld her yes and she
said, *Well, put the money away teward the mortgage,® Now my mo*her knows
I%e never missed a pavment on the mertgage and I never will, Yet she
deesn't want me te spend money,

"Per my mother some of the nicest Christmases were when she had easugh
money to pav off seme bill she owed at lenal steres, Se she deesn't like
me te have any outstamding bills, But things have changed, Harry and I
have been able te werk and make 2 g~ed life, Fer yvears things were tight,
We moved intse eur first heuse thirty-ene years age, Just whem we had
mearly paid off the mertgage, Harry decided te buy the land where sur hsuse
is new sitting, He came in one day and said, 'Philt?s decided to sell us
that piece of land? I was worried abeut it, but Harry theught we had almest
paid eff the last heuse and it was time to meve, Harry helped build the
house we wanted; he helped desisn it, and build ity within a yvear we meved in,
Just when we were getting eut frem under we had anether big mertgage, ‘Then
wetve had the children's educatiens, That was semethinx we wanted te de,
but it was & major expense, It's enly recently, within the last five years,
that we could afferd certain things we wanted,

"veu knew, I enly sot an autemsatic washer abeut five years age and
I still have the eld washer in the basement, I knew I sheuld give it away,
but who wants it? Nebedy war+s te use a hand washer anymare, FEven peaple
on welfare want an autematic washer, 7It's just like a black and white TV,
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People on welfare den't want
a black and white TV; they
want a celer TV, We get a
coler TV three years age, I
teld Harry, *leek, let's
treat ourselves well: let's
get aceler TV,* He said naw,
anything he wanted te watch
he ceuld watch en black and
white as well as celer anmd I
coaxed him inte it, Weuldn't
yeu knew it, we get it and
Harry wants te watch all his
shows in coeler and I end up
watching the bla ck and white
when I'm dewnstairs irening,

"The treuble is we still
have a hard time spending meney,
I guess it still makes me a little
uncenfertable "

Harry agreed, "We were breught
up te watch a dellar, We have a few
dellars new but still we can't threw
it away witheut feeling guilty,

If we were te spend $100 teday it weuldm't hurt us, we weuldn't miss ity but
we *d think twice, We ceuld spend alet mere meney and net ge witheut, but
yeu just dem't de it because yeu have it, I think that's the times we were
brought up in,"

Vicky says, "I'm satisfied that I i ve helped eur twe childrem. They
wanted te go to scheel and we were able te help themy, This gives me seme

inmer peace, New Harry 2md 1 sheuld spend some em eurselves, but it's
difficult,”
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Vicky gets up te ge inte the kitchen amd says, "I'm going te put
a caunle of baked petatees in, Please stay for dimner; we're having
reast perk,' "Oh",she says, "that's right--yeu're Jewish and I'm asking
yeu if yeu want perk, Yeu den't fellew that de yeu? If yeu want, I*11
put a steak en for you,"

"Ne, that's fine,"” I say, "I eat perk at heme,”

"Really Dick,” she says, "if you den't like it, I*11 give you amything
you want,"

“Thanks Vicky, It will be fine,"

A little later Vicky yells frem the kitchen, "Qeme to the table,
dinnerts ready,"

We dig inte the meal, the fire still crackling in the backgreund,
Harry and I each take a new beer as Vicky says, "Harry's been here all
his life, but I was breught up in Maine, I didn't ceme dewn here till I
graduated frem hirh scheel."

"There wasn't much werk im Maine se I came dewm te Andever, where my
sister was werking, I werked in the cemptreller's heuseheld at Andever
Academy, I did ceeking and taking care of laundry, It makes me laugh
when I think hew hard I werked the twe years I was there, I werked incred-
ibly hard, and I can't say I liked it, but it was a paying jeb,

"] enjeyed my next job merej; I warked for a very wealthy weman whe
had a heme in New Yerk amd a five stery gummer home ir this area, I
werked hard, but the woman, whe was very wealthy, treated me very well,
almest like a daughter, I used te be friendly with her daughter,

"I remember ence after I stapped working the girl invited me te visit
her in New Yerk, I dida't ge, hecause I thought I*d have te have all kinds
of fancy clasthes, or I'd be embarrassed, 1 didm't keep up witk her, 1
think new I weuld have acted differently and kept up with her, New I cam
see hew silly I was. 1 knew if my Jeannie was in a similar situation, she
weuld act differently, That's a generation differenrce, When I was yeung,
if yeu were esut of yeur greup ysu couldn't be satisfied as to who yeu were,
Even theugh this girl was willing te accept me, I weuld hsve wanted te have
mere, I den't think Jeamnie thinks that way, She wants pesple te acecept
her for whe she is, and net what she has,”
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