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Helen V, Rutyma, who is sixty-two, Hazel lefebvre, sixty-two,
ard Alba Bocuzze, fifty-three, have eighty-eight years and temn months
of service at Western Electric among the three of them, Each will

retire in December 1974,

Western Electric first moved to the Merrimack Valley in October
of 1944, It began its operations im a converted shoe warehouse in

Haverhill known as the Haverhill Shops,

Almost immediately the company

began advertising for help in the local papers nffering pay of 50¢

an hour and no bonus,

All three women began working for
the company in its first year of oper-

ation in Haverhill, Hazel lLefebvre
remembers seeing this ad im the lecal
paper, "They wanted someone who knew
algebra, I always loved algebra in
school, I had gone to Macintosh Bus-
iness College, them whemr I was first
married Y worked in an office, 1T did
bookkeeping, typing, I worked a year
arnd a half, Ther I got pregnamt so

I stopped,

"] didn't go back to work umtil
my children were grown up, They were
all in school in 1943 so I trok a
part-time job as a clerk, in a store,
I worked there about a year and then
I saw the ad in the paper,

Hazel 1efebvre
25th Aaniversary Picture--Jume 1955

Rich.rd Balzer is an Institute Fellow exploring the effects of social
and economic change on lower-middle-class America,
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"By then the children were getting bigger (13,12 and 9) and
my husband who worked in the ship yard was sick a lot so I wanted
to get a steady job. I answered the ad and came in as a tester om
the midnight shift,"”

Alba Bocuzzo was twenty-twe when
she began working at Western in 1944,
She had married Bucky Bocuzzo a year
and a half earlier while he was in
the service, When he went overseas
she went to work at Western,

"] worked at odd jobs before, I
was following Bucky when he was switched
around in the service, I was a typist
up in Vermont. I worked for Rthan Allen
(furniture company) and I werked in a
boxboard factory, No real good jobs,

"] came home to Haverhill when
Bucky went overszeas, 'festern was just
starting up, they were of fering 50¢
an hour and I just figured I would go
down and apply. They came in August
and I think I started im October, so 1 was
one of the first, Right away I 1liked
my job, I got in on the testing end ~f it,
It wasn't crystals, of course, it was Alba Bocuzzo
something else then, but I can't remem- Wedding-~June 1944
ber the name of it,

"Je were making peanuts compared to what t hey were making in the
shoe shops, but my paremts had worked in the shoe shops and they didn't
want us children to work there, They wanted something easier for us,
My father always had bix dreams for wme, I was his pet, He'd say, 'I
want you be secretary?, He came from Italy and he always spoke broken
English, He always told me, 'I want you be secretary,’

"I sort of have a bum arm that I can't use, so I just couldn*t do
secretarial work too well, I never told him, but he was very happy
when I got a job at Westerm, He thought that was a good kind of job, me
being a tester,”
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Helen Rutyna began working at Western
in Jamuary 1944, She had a pretty good
job working for Remington company (making
$1.40 an hour) in Lowell, “This was just
when the war wag breaking out, and they
had a big plant, I think I worked there
a year when they decided to close it
down, because of some complication with
the government, The rumor was they were
selling the armor niercing bullets to
Germany, I dont't know if that's true, but
the plant closed down Bovewmber 1943 just
at the time when the war was in full swing,

"1 wanted to go to Western them, but 1
didn*t have a ride, so I applied for unem-
ployment, There were plenty of jobs avail-
able but not of my liking, I didnt't want to
take one of the jobs they offered me in the
mills because I had a lung problen,

Helen Rutyma
1944

"They didn't want to give me a check so I got a note from my
doctor, Whan they were about to give me a check I had gottenm a job at
Western and had arranged for a ride, I only worked at Western for
four months, I lost my ride in April 1944 and had to quit,

"] remember my supervisor, Mr, Schmeider, He said, 'Helen, why
dontt you stay at the hotel? Get a room snme place in Haverhill near
the shope' I said, *'I can't, 1tve sot a mother to support, What'll
I have left?® I couldn't rent a place, and I couldn't afford a car on
50¢ am hour, no bomus, My six day week pay was $26 take home, 30 I
had to quit,

"U.S, Rubber was training some of the people from Remington, so
I went with about twelve people to Bristol, Rhode Island to be trained
to become a supervisor,

] was down there fore about two months when I got a letter from a
girl that worked f@p Mr, Nordemgren, He was a department chief of mine
before, and she said there's a fellow that's starting to work at the
Western RTlectric plamt from Lowell who could give you a ride, and Mr,
Nordengren would like to know if you'd like to come back, I wrote back
and told her I would,

"1 figured even though I was going tn have a grod Job at U.S. Rubber,
it was only a war time job, and my bovfriend got killed in the serviece,
and everything went down the drain, my plans and everything, I met him
at a USO dance and I just knew I cared for him right then and there,
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“He felt the same way so we planned a marriage as soon as he
got back. He wanted to get married before he went across but, I
don't know, I figured let's wait, My mother said the same thing,

"S6 I said to my mom, mow I have to look for a job with security,
which they offer at Western Electric,

"I glad I dide, I really like this place, Tt?s been like a
home to me,"

Those first years in the Haverhill shops were gnod years for
all three women, Helem Rutpma was a tester and s~~n was holding down
a2 36 grade job., She loved the sork, but her problems with getting
a ride to work comtinued, "All mv 1ife T had a nroblem getting a
ride to Raverhill, ®rinally ¥ bought a car im 1953, I don't thimk
I would hava gottem one even them, except my department chief Mr,
FPergusonr said to me (because I was late a lot), *Helem, you'd better
buy yourself a little jalopy,?

"My ride from Lowell had changed shifts so I was getting rides
from people who worked in the shoe shops and they didn't care if they
were late, This ore man was supposed to pick me up at 6:00, 1I'd be
standing out on a cormer and sometimes he wouldm*t show up until 7:30,
1td freeze because there?d be no place to warm up,

"1 told Mr, Perguson, *I'm a2 nervous type of person, I'd never be
able to drive a car,' He told me, *If you can operate one of these (a
test set that took up a full wall) you can operate a car,?

"I*1]1 never forget when I first got my *51 Chevy (she laughs), my
mother was my first passenger, I got the car and I didn't have a ride
for work om Saturday, we used to work Saturdays, so I drove to work
and when I got home my molher was waiting at the gate in her houseslippers
and her housedress and after fimding out how I did, she told mg, 'Now
you tske wme for a ride,' I told her, 'I domn't know where to take you,*
*Anyplace, * she said, So we went dowm coumtry roads and everything, When
we got home my mother said, *You're a good driver, youfll ba all right,?
I%ve driven ever since, and always owned Chevys, _

"] liked working im the Haverhill shops because I liked getting out
onmy lunch hour and going shopping, I liked going to differemt restaurants,
It broke up my day,"

Alba Bocuzzo also liked the longer lumnck hours, She says, "We really
enjoyed them because we had amn hour for lunch, . You could walk dowmtown,
Oh, it was mice especially at Christmas time, You went downtown and did
your shopving durimg that hour, got something everyday., But over here
with only a half an hour you're stuck, you can't go shopping or do your
errands, Here you've got to woerry about hurrying up and getting downtown
to do your errands and of course everything is busv downtown after work,
everybody *'s got the zame idea,
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"We miss the Haverhill shops really, They didn't have the
pressure you have here, Imn the Haverhill shops you were in big
rooms, that were mot wide oper., S50 you weren't being watched by
other supervisors, It was more like a family, You got to know each
other well, amd you didn't have to worry about what the other side
was doing,”

When Bucky returned from the service at the end of the war Alba
didm't quit work, "I was doimg real well, After a year I was made
& 34 grade layout, I figured 1%d work umtil I became premmant whigh
never happemed, just ome of those things. So I kept on working., we
wanted a home, so we built one, We built it ourselves, A neighbor
told us he had a silo he wanted torn down and if we tore it down we
could have the wood to build our house, Bucky tore down the sile and
there was a lot of beautiful lumber in there and we started our house,

"Je Built it practically piece by piece, him and his father, His
father was a carpenter, you know~-mot a real carpenter Hut he did well
for himself, So this is how we built it, It took maybe ten years to
complete it but we lived inm the rough for. a while--mo walls up, just the
two by fours and rough floor and just the sink and mocabinets and all
that stuff,

"We really enjoyed that house, Bucky used to bring his tractors
into the living room and put them together there , His friends used
the living room too, I wmean there was nothing in the living room to
worry about, mo mice furniture, no nice floor, so everything they
wanted to assemble, a boat, a tractor, they did it there, They never
wanted to see that living room get done, It was a real playroom,"

Hazel lefebvre, like the other two women, enjoyed working in the
Haverhill shops, She did very well, "I came in as a 32 grade tester
and a3 year and s half later I was up to a 37 grade layout operator,
In those days they taught you, 1 started out on the midnight shife,
and I went to school during the days, They had a teacher here who
taught three days a week, 1 passed the test and became a 36 grade ,
Ard then I got a 37 grade layout operator job,

"yhile I was in final imspectiom we used to chamge places every
three months, Mr, Fritz was my boss, ¥He was very mice, My husband
used to change shifts every three months in the mavy yard, ard Mr,
Pritz used to help me change shifts when my husband changed,

"1 had just moved off the night shift onto days as a 37 grade
layout and I got pregnant and had to quit, I stayed out for three
years, When I came back I lost my time and had to start as a 32 grade
again,

"My pregnancy really surprised me, We got married in 1930 and
had thkree children ome, two, three, Then I waited thirteen years before
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having my other one, I didn?t even know I was pregmant, T went to
the doctor and he told me, He said, "What did you thimk, you were
imnune?t I said, * Well, after all these years,.,'

"It was funny, 1 didn't even give it a thought, not after se
many years, I had been working, We had bought a howe and were defimg
good and thatts whea it happerned, I was an old lady them, thirty-four
years old, I thought I was old, TIt's not like it is today, I was
really ashamed, I was afraid to tell anybody,

"I stayed out for three years before I went back im, My dsughter
was three and I went back onm days, My husband's mnother and father were
living with us for a while snd they took care of her, My son used to
come home from high gschoel amd he*d take care of her, Everybody chipped
in, When there wasn®t anybody home, I'd stay heme myself and take care
of hﬁr.

"Like I said, I went back in as a thirty-two and I didmn't pick up
my time for five years, I came back in 1950 and T was laid off im 1950,
Things got slow and they had a big layoff. 1 was only out for five months,

"] worked as a 32 grade for a while and then I ot a double upgrade
to 34 and then I got 2 35, snd I was on that for twelve years., 1 went
back on the third shift when a 36 grade job opened im 1961, and I was tired
of being a 35 grade, I had been a 37 grade before I had gone out to have
my baby and I wanted to get up there again, Whemr I was out for the three
years having the baby I lost time, People I started with had those extra
three years on me, 5nd so they were passing me and I couldn't seem to
catch up and get up on the top of the list for days, So I went or nights
to get the 36 grade job,

"I only stayed on nights for six months before I came on days and
I%ve been on days ever simce, 7The first time I worked the third shift
years ago I didatt mind it, The children were little and I*'d come home
and get them off to school and then I'd sleep, But this last time when
I went on to get my upgrade I hated it, I just worked on it three months
and them I went to the hospital and had am operation., Then they called
me up and told me when I ~ame back to work I ~ould come back on days,

"1 was glad because I hated the hours, I couldn't sleep, 1I%d go
home, sleep about two hours and that would be it, The childrén would
come home from school and somtimes I'd lay down in the bed but I couldm't
seem to sleep and I was always tired, They were building a house right
bekind us, 30 when I%d come home I'd hear all that poumding,

"Ifve been on days ever since for twelve years now in the same de-
partment, first upstairs when we set up this department and them we moved
down into the basement about ten years ago,
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"I've been offered 37 grade layout jobs, but I didm*t care to
be a layout operator over here, When 1 first came to the company and
was a layout it was differemt, The layout operator had more work to do,
they were considered almost a supervisor., The supervisor was seldom
around, so when you gave work they did it without complaining, But
since we'tve come over here, it's different,

"They don't respect the layout operator over here, They say, *'You're
rnot our boss,' So lots of times the lavout hes to g0 to the supervisor
to get something done which in earlier yearswe didn*t, People just
don't respect the layouts, I'm surprised because I like to respeet
anybody over me at 21l, I always wanted to please people ovor me, So
I*m glad I didn*t take any of the promotions, and s+tayed as a 36 grade
tester, because I love my work,"

Helen Rutyma kept om drivine her car to work, When the firwt Chevy
went on her she got annther one, "I stayed on the first shift for
fifteen years,”" she said, "I remember I stopned working on the first
shift in 1967, T was a 36 crade tester and thev offered me a 37 erade
layout operator job on the second shift,

"1 took it because there was no one to hold me at home, There was
no one to worry about or cook meals for, My mom died im 1959, After
she died it was lonesowe at home, When she was alive I used to rush
home and talk with ber and fix her meals,

] fixed her meals the last couple of years because she went blind,
1 wasnt't aware of it until I kept seeing her dropning everything, and
stumbling, 1T took her to 2n eye doctor. He said she was going blind,
and an operation co ldn't have cured her becasuse it was hardening of the
arteries,

"She went blind in 1957 and then in 1958 she had a stroke, She was
bedridden for anothér year before she passed away but she was still wnder-
ful company, I%d have a lady take care of her durimg the day, When I'd
step into the house and speak she'd recognize my voice and say something
like *Oh, my angel's home,' Every child (there were seven girls) was
called angel or kitten, 1'd say, '"How do you feel ma?* She'd say,
*Couldn 't feel better,’

“She *d never comrlain, she'd say she mever had it so food, and there
she was bedridden,a whole half side paralyzed., She was a beautiful person,
I had a good family 1life,

"I was the fourth oldest of seven girls, My father died im 1940 and
he was s ixty-two, going on sixty-three, my age, He got a bad cold, got
preumonia and died. I took over the responsibility them, My three oldest
sisters were married and the others were in school,
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"My father worked for the Sacco Lowell shops as a machinist for
twenty-six years and they had nmo pemsion or mothing. They put money
ipte a pensionfund but God kaows,..t d_and t hi
tggnk tgat roge‘gis heart, Hesﬁorrggg E?ﬁgel%“sigi.5°ne“§§§l§§aug§t
the house during the Depression and lost his job, He kmnew no other
trade, He went to work for the WPA, caught a cold on the job, got
penumonia and died,

"Before my Ffather died he'd take me every Saturday morninmg, this
was a ritual for him, to pay his insuramce, pay the mortgage on the
house, pay the fuel bill, the eleectric bill and a couple of other things
like that, He'd show me all the places to £o to and from then on that
was my job every Saturday morning,

Y 3till do it to this day, This reporter for the Lowell Sum wrote
one time, 'I wonder where Helem Rutyma goes every gaturday morning?® I
wouldntt dare tell him, he'd laugh at me, But I'm glad I took on that
respongibility, When my dad was dying he couldn't talk to me, he just
held my hand tight, I know he wanted to say take over, and I did,

“Anyway my ma was very good company all those yesrs, When she
died it was very lonesome, 1I'™m glad T took that upgrade on the second
shift, It was a new job, We were very busy at the time because they
were hiring a lot of new people, Most of my people were brand new,
not from other departments, but right off the street, I had to train
them all, I used to go home exhausted and I%'d fall asleep, One day
and the other, one day and the other, It helped me through the humps
and it was very good for me, Itve stayed om that job ever simce, 1've
enjoyed the shift and I really like being a layout,”

Alba Bocuzzo was the last of the three women to move over to the
North Andover plamt, Her group didm't move over from the Haverhill shops
until 1960, She worked out in the main bullding for a year in piece
parts doimng soldering and brazing before going into an expanding crystal
department,

"Ten years ago we mnoved to the crystal building and I've always
loved it, It is ome of those places. Everybdody who goes over there
loves it, and doesn't want to g£o ba~k to the main shop. It's like the
Haverhill shops, 1It's mall, you get +to know each other, We have our
own cafeteria and a few of us have eaten together every day for ten
years, We eat together and the men play cards during lunch, Everyone
knows each other,

"I think everyhody knows theytre stuck with each other and e verybody
gets alomg with each other pretty weld. Therets not much friction, You
don't have the boss looking down om you, Well, they do watch you to see
that you set your job dome, they do that, but they know we 're an older
group, that we have nore experiemce and they don't meed to watch you as
closely.
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"They know we won't goof-off, Of course we've had people in our
department who are goof-offs, Some have got transferred, and some have
gotten upgrades (she laughs), I mean it dida't make any difference that
they goofed-off, If it was time for an upgrade, they got it., This

gripes you, but what do you do ahout it--mnthing, This is the way the
rules read,

"Like I said, I*ve liked the groups If*ve worked with and It*ve liked
the work, it's slways been interestimg., I was never stuck on a bench
where I just did the same job eight hours a day, I nmever did that, Itve
always fallen into a job where 1've changed aroumnd to do different opera-
tions, I was fortunate that way, That's probably why I stayed at Western,
I think if I stayed omn one job eight hours & day, it would drive me out
of my mind,

"It*s never been boring, and I think that's why I stayed such a long
time, I never thought I would. It's been a challenge, especially working
with crystal, I think Itve solved a lot ~f the problems on my job, I
think the biggest challenge I had was something I solved a couple of
years ago and I got a 31,000 award from the compamy. It was a problem whick
vou might not understand because vou don't know crystal andit®s hard to
describe ynless I show you the actual thing,

"We were working for flatness on polish plates, Now to look at a
plate on a bench here you might go, *What's wrong with it, it looks flat,'
But you have to read it on a special kind of light and it will show
you the flatness,

"I worked on this one problem of trying to get the plate flat for
nearly three years, We just solved it a year ago. At firat I was making
plates for the engineer, The nlates weren't flat, but we were shipping
them because he said they were withim limits, Yet when they came over
to the supervisors over here in the main shop they used to complain that
the crystals just werem't working properly and they weren't as flat as
they should be,

"1 knew they werem't flat, I tried to tell the engineer but he
wouldn'®t liasten to me, He told me they were within specifications,
See, he goes by what's on the paper--this should work amd this is supposed
to work, But I werk with material and I know what works and what doesn't
work,

e were supposed to be working together but he never could unrder-
stand what I was trying to put across, 1I'd keep trying to tell him this
is wrong and that®s wrong, He used to get aggravated and made me feel
I was bothering him with minor things that didn't mean anything, It got
so after a while I didn't bother telling him anymore, I just tried to
work out the problem myself, which I finally did, and if I had any problems
I went to my supervisor, My sunervisor got real mad at t he engineer, 1I
can't tell you the mames he used to call him,
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"Anyway I worked with my boss until we s~lved the problem, The
engineer didn*t want to give me smy credit, He gave me a hard time,
In fact he tried to pay me off with $185, but my supervisor made a big
stink and fimally 1 was given $1,000 for my suggestion,

"After my suggestion went through there weren 't any complaints
anymore from the main shop about the crystal we were sending them, Still
the engineer didm't want to give me the credit, Wveryome around.me,
however, knew what I had gone through for maybe a couple of years, struggling
with that job everyday, coming in and saying, 'What'll I try today??

"It was a big challenge and this is what made the job interesting,
even though I'd go home with a headache and come in with 2 headache many
mornings, Sometimes I*'d wake up in the night and wonder what*ll 1 do
tomorrow? Selving that problem was a big thing, a big challenge and I
feel as though I've accomplished something,”

Except for a short period when she was a layout, Hazel 1efebvre
bas been a tester, "I loved it all the time, I loved testing, adjusting--
we have to adjust different parts so they read right on the test sets, umd
if they don't read right, we have to make them read right, You have to
find out what is wrong and fix it, 1It's a real challenge,

"That?s why I1've always preferred. process testing to final testing
I was in final testing for a while amd all you got to do was tell if boards
were good or bad, you couldrn't do anything ahout it, I got switched
back into process as quick as I could because if you found something
wrong there you conld make them read good if they readwrong,

"It*s like solving a puzzle, and I loved that, That's why I don't
like these new computers they have, Right now they break down a lot, I
suppose once they get the bugs out of them they'll be very #ood because
they esn put low grade people on them because there®s not much to do but
watch rhem, You put the program in and that's it, Working on them is
like being a final tester and T don't like that, Just sit there and
push something in all dav lomg, that would be terrible, I like to be
able to fix it myself,

"I very proud of what I'we done and I've learned a lot, There
have been some speci+l jobs that I've been asked to work on, We had
some Coils at one time that they had to get om an ~irpleane that night,
and I did them, Boy, did I work that day, 1 was testing them and testing
them, snd getting them ready. We got them out and they thanked me later,
And then we hacd the cable job, goimg across under the ocean and I was
the only one that worked on the c2ble, I know they appreciated what I did,

"That means a lot when they can appreciate what you do, I think
thatts why I liked one sumervisor we had better than the others, because
he knew how to test, We could work with him, and he would appreciate what
we did, and we didn't need to go to the engineers,
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"Since then we've had sunervisors who don't know how to test, All
they can judge you by is how much work you putout, mot by how good a
tester you are, and +hat hurts, Like now we got a new boss, we've had
him about three months 2 nd wetre getting another one, we kKesp clianging
every four or five months and thay don't know wvhat vou em (o, Other
than the smount of work, they wouldn't know if you were # poord tester,
8 bnd tester or what,

"Since wetve been wetting supervisors wh~ don't know how to rest ,
we have to go to the enginsers, and we tve been vary lucky to have *wo
really nice engineers, It is very unusual, They don't mind us ealling
them when we nead them, They have been rzal helpful,

"In our department I'm ususily busy all the time »nd T iike that,
T can't stond sitting 2round, I like to work every minute I'™ here, Once
in & while I like to goof-off, or have so«eone sround to talk to, but
not very often. 1In fact, now it's petting terrible bseause T feel that
now that Tt retiring T mhould give up the work to the others instead of
doing it myself so T hang around a bit more than T used to and T'm not
usad to it,

"Rirht nar I'% teaching people how to do my work, TReally it ma kesg
me kind of mad tn thimk that Yfve pot te give up my knowledge, All these
years doing these jobs, Itve got all this knowledge, 1lately I've been
giving it away,

*1*11l leave my notes for the new testers, See, coil £ilters or other
things come in, o metimes the engineers set them up, but plenty of times
they write the blueprint up wrong, they give us wrong instructions, seo
we have t o find a way of making then come out right, So that's experience
and knowledge, I have all these notes in a little black book, Sometimes

I make notes on the blueprints, but there®s a lot I've writtem down in
By notebooks over the yearse

"0f course parts of my notebooks khave been copled, because I use
them in teaching my girls and they've been copying them, But there are
certain jobs that I'm the omly one who's worked on, So no one else has
experience om them yet, and if they don't come in before I leave I'll have
to leave my notes for a certain way of doing them that I have found works,"

Helen Rutyna has liked her work and the company, which she says "has
been like a big family., 1Itve been in one department for thirty years and
Itve had loads of people working with wme and they*re through the whole
plant by this time, They don't stay im one department., So no matter
where you g0, you always gee gsomebody you know and ev:rybody says *hi!
and ‘How are ywu??

"Some of them mow, when I see them out in the parking leot going
home from the first shift and they haven't gseen me for a long time, they
say 'Hi, Helem?' and they give me a big hug and a kiss like a lost friend,
I1t*s nice, I feel at home here,
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“They treat you like a human being im here, It may mot look like
they do, they're a big outfit, and it may look like theyt're not partial
to your problems, but they are, I thimk so, And I know I'm not the
orly one, I really like this company and a girl smd myself, we always
talk about it, She says, 'Helen, I feel the same way you do about this
company, it's beem our bread smnd butter for thirty years,'

"These kids today, they haven't worked in places like we have before
and they've been treated decemt and they don't know the differemce, But
we do., 1 worked in the mills when I was a teenapger and they didm't treat
you with any resnect, I hated it, Ome surervisor would whistle at yeou
when he wanted to talk to youe I woulda?t amswer him, One day he came
over and said, 'Didn't you hear me call you?!

"I told him, 'You didn't call me, you whistled at me,® ?Yeah, that's
the way I call you," he s aid, I told him, *I have a name, please call
me by my name,*® He didn't like me since, I was glad to get out of there,

"Phis place hos been my bread and butter, I got up on my feet with
it, almost paid my house, toek Kood care of my mom, had the house fixed,
When I gsit down amd taske imvemtory I've dome all that all om my own mmd
I wouldn't have donre it anywhere else but here, T had a limited educatiom,
I really didn't have a chance to go to scheol outside of high schoel,
even though I wanted to, No money,

“It?s not just the company, people here have beenm really nice to me,
A couple of times om my birthday the girls have gotten together and given
me a cake and a little gift to show their appreciatiomn, When my mom was
sick they were very nice, and when she died they were very nice,

"When my mom died, my house was brokem into the day before the fumeral
and I had cash and bonds for funeral expenses in the house ($420) and it
was all stolen,

"The insurance company gave me 3100, that was all, When they found
out about it at work all the kids here took up a cellection and gave me
$100, I thought that was wonderful,

"I%ve had gnod jobs since Itve worked at Western, I was a tester
for a long time andJlike it because it was a challenge, I've liked being
a layout too, It's a gnod job, but it*s a little hard to please everybody,

"Some girls aluays think you're giving other girls the better work,
no matter how fair you try to be, Sometimes there's one girl who can
perform a job better than another one and when I have to ship my work
out, when I have a deadline to meet, I can't give it to the girl who's
going to take two hours lomger than another girl, I give it to the quicker
girl amd the first poor girl may feel abused or that I'm mistreating her,
1 dontt know,
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"I try to be fair, Some of them understand but it isntt ajob where
you can make people happy all the time, One day they'll be happy and be
nice and everything and the mext,..,women are fummy, cranky one day and
friendly the mexte..you have to umderstard, most of the women here are
married and have families, Sometimes they come to work and their minds
are not or their work, but om family problems. So ome day you give them
a job and they won'g mind it and amother day it will hit them the wrong way,

"I try to do the best I can, On a good day when I can go howe and
there's beem mo discord I have a good feeling, Other days when thimgs are
rough and people are unhappy I go home unhappy because I don't like diseord,

"My supervisor has told me over and over not to take it home with
me but I can't help it, 1I%ve had to I arn the hard way, I have a problem
with myself and I know it., I'm a very semsitive nersom and I get hurt
very easily and I shouldn't, mot in this type of work,

#I%ve got an ulcer now, I know that I sgot the ulcer because I was a
worry wart, I know that, When I have some kind of job to do, I worry about
it because I want to get it over, and tension and everything like that
builds up.

"Well, whem I had that ulcer I firsured maybe my health is going to
give me trouble and I doma't want to be stayine out two months or three
months, I don't want to bleed the company, If I got sick again ard had
to stay out another lemngth of time, I wouldn't feel right, So I felt
that as long as I™e still able, maybe I should sat oute”

Hazel Lefebvre will retire at *hs ernd of December, "I™m sixty-two
now," she gsays, "At the erd of December when I retire I®ll have twenty-
seven years and four months of service, I figure I've worked long enough,
I want some time out, I never had time out,r eally., I*m financially 0O.K,
right now, so I might as well get out and enjoy a few years,

"I talked to a few of my friends about it, they toldme I should get
out, They said, 'Why don't you? You're sixty-two, you'll get almost
as much now as you would if you stayed to sixty-five, Why wait those
three years?® 1 just decided they were right,

"*Them there are little thimgs, 1 hate to brush the snow off my car
in the morning, I couldn't see another winter getting up ard brushing
that saow off my car, Also I'd like to get up later, I'm so used to
getting up early that even on weekends I'm up by seven oteclock, However,
at the end of a two or three week vacation I'm getting up later,

"I want more time with my children, My husband died in 1967, seven
years ago, of cancer.9f+he lungs., Welding amd everything in the mavy
yard, that helped cause it, He had emphysema, I would always be rushing
him off to the hospital at night, He wouldn't be breathing, At the end
I had to have an oxygen tamk in the house, Ve were married for thirty-
seven years,
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"The company helped a lot whem my husband was sick, The benefits
were wonderful., I would have lost my house and everything else if it
wasn't for Blue Cross, Ore hospital bill was $6800, That was paid up,
every cent of it, I would have gone bankrupt, My husband was out
three years on disability before he died, He was in and out of the
hospital all the time,

"They were good with my husband and they give good benefits but
sometimes they act like they don't care, Just two weeks ago I was out
sick and they didn't pay me for it after twenty-seven years because I
kad been out more than five times in a year and I didn't bring in a
doctor 's certificate, uhem you're out for a day you don't feel like
going to a doetor, you know, What cam you tell him, for a doctor's
certificate, you just don't feel gnod? I didmn't get paid, If I was
in my old department I would have got paid, but we had a mew department
chief, Sometimes it works out differemtly, A few years ago I had a
small operatiom and I was out for two weeks, and the doctor told me
Itd have to stay out for amother week, The company nurse told me I'd
have to go back to work the next week amd I said, 'mo, my doctor says
no.' She said*they won't pay youtand I told her, 'Domr't, I'm not coming
im, If they dom't want to pay me, they don't have to,* I stayed out,
1 mot paide "

Alba Bocuzzo is only fifty-three but she has been thinking about
retirement for more than a year, "About a year and a half sgo I said
vwher [ got my thirty years, anything can happen, If something interestins
comes up or if I f£ind another line of work, which I'd like to go into,
maybe get a part-time job, I thought I might retire,

"This was in my own mind., I got my thirty years in Jume, I thought
well I'm going to get my pension, I'™m going to have money coming im, what
do I have to worry about, 1 have no childrenm to worry about and wmy
busband gets a good pensiom frrom the Navy yard,

"In July we went to visit my sister and hrother, they both live in
Florida, Por six years my sister has been trving to talk us into moving
Jown there when we retired, We said wa'd look, We took “hrec weeks
and took the car and went down nne coast and through the middle and dowm
the other looking over the different areas for a part that really appealed
to us, because my busband is a country lover, he loves trees and srass and

h%l%g and that sort of thimg, and in Florida you don't get that sort of
stuff,

"We didn't find anything and my sister took us around %o a couple of
places mear where she lives but we didn't see anything we liked, Tge
places were either mear the highway or very noisy or very expensive,

"Je were all very discouraged, We went to one last realtor, She
shoved us what she had, three or four places and they had mo land, mo
backyard, which wasn't our stvle, She said she had one more place which
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wasn?t our style, She said she had one more place which might be
suitable but it meeded work, She showed it to us and it had a nice piece
of land, It was a cormer lot, and was just the right size for us, and

I said, "Well, this igeur style, what do y~u think old man?' I call

Budly old man, And he didn't say mo right away so my sister and I worked
on him,

"There was something there that appealed to him, He liked the
corner and the piece of land, There were trees on it and all it needed
was a mew roof and cleaning up which was a minor thing,

e made an offer and +the realtor called us that night and said,
O.Key it had been accepted, come down in the morning and sign the papers,

"Je signed the pespers the next morning and left that aftermoon,
That was it, we were houseowners and we didn't even have time to think
about it, All the way home I was really excited abnut the new house,
and moving to Florida amnd retiring, I couldn't wait to tell my boss
*Ita retiring,’

"He made me s layout operator a year ago and he said, 'You're
naot going to leave me for a couple of years now are you Alba?' I said,
*No, I think I*11l be good for a couple of years,' I thought at least
a couple, So I csme back in July amd told him, 'Joe, I bought a house
down in Florida,!?

"He couldn't believe that I was leaving so soon, And I couldmn't
either, I still can't believe it, I wor't until I*m there, So much
is happeninxz now, between all the wmoving and trving to wind things up
so we cam move Iim Jamuary. It's quite a big job, a big step to take,

"I thought of leaving in October, I went over to seeMrs, Nimmo
(in the benefits office) and she said if you leave in October you lose
quite a bit, 1'd lose my five weeks of vacation, Shke said, *'If you
stay until December 16th you have mine days vacation left for this year,
If you save those you can quit December 16th and get raid through
February 6th,*® So how could I refuse all that for just two months® work?

"I911 be getting about $264 2 month, which isn't bad for staying
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a lot of things to do to keep me busy without going to work for » while,

I haven't made up my mind about anything special, just something different
that might interest me, T don't know what, I'™m just hoping I*11 find
something in Florida,

"My life has been a lot of routine at work andhome, I want to do
gomething different before I get too old to enjoy it. I'm getting older
and I want € do a few things,



"I1*d like to enjoy a2 yard, whiech I never did, I like the sunshine
and puttering around the yard whieh I never do because I just don't
have time, So this is what I'd like to be able to de,

"Bucky opened a second hand furmiture business when he retired
from the Navy yard, He always loved a store, When I met him he worked
in a little hsrdware stae, He's getting a little older and the work
with furniture is a little heavy, 38n we may go into something lighter
like bicycles or o mething when we move to Florida,

“"Now we're just trving to get ready to Zo, We just sold the house
andmost of our furniture, We're going to take a few pileces, whatever
fits in the trick and maybe a small traziler, But wefre selling the
majority ef it, We're having mo problems, everything is going along
well, except my husband is an awful junk collector, a saver, mever
threw anything away,"

Helen Rutyna is mot as excited ab-u+ her re+-irement,

“I%a pretty mixed up now that I'm gning, I®ve bheen here for more than
thirty years. 1I%m going to be vretty lonely., When I work as a layout,
I feel I'™a needed, A lot of times some of the girls come to me and
confide in me with their problams, They ask for advice and you feel like
you 're needed and itt's a good feeling, I'm going to miss that, because
at home, nobody wants my ideas »r help or anything, I think #£ I stay
home I'm going to make arrangements with my doctor so I can go to the
hospital and do volumteer work at least one day a week,
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"Itye got to get myself into other projects, I'm going to take
a few crafts and hobbiesz up, I don't know yet., 1 haven't got a
set patternm. I don't think I™ goins to get another job., 1If I were
to get annther job, I'd be doing a stupid thing-=1*d rather work here,
I want to do a lot of reading and tend to my garden and take a little
trip kere and there and give myself a little time., I have a f risnd across;
my cousin in Purope and some im Poland, 1I'd like to see them if I
could see my way clear with this inflation, I' afraid to spend the
money that I might have to use later,

"I going to get a pretty good pension, s~mething like $336 a
month from WVestern klectric aleone and $250 from Social Security. I
figured my budret out and It11 have to have T figure close to 3600 a
month because I still ove or my house and with the fuel bills desbled
and the electriec bills doubled and the gas that I've got doubled and
food, I need something like $400 just to run my house and all the basie
necesaities, The rest will have to be for emergencies like if the car
breaks dowm. 1Itve just finished paving for a 1972 Chevy and it's goimg
to mve to last me a long time,

"I don't have much figured or extra, but I have enough clothes, I
don't need any more and I had my house repaired pretty well before I
thought of retiring, 1It®'s am old house, I bought it from my mom in
1948, 1Itve got a rnof over my head ardMeat and Itve got a piece of lamd
to plart my trees and shrubs and whatmot, Itve made a real mess of it
(she laughs) Bbut it keeps me going,

"1 just hope I won't be too lomely, I don't kncw, this surmmer
the third week of vacation I was getting restless, T had plenty to
do aroumd the house, I don't know why it bothered wme, but I wanted to
go back to work, It's furny, but whem I had to come back to work, I
found myself singing that day, I felt I had some nlace tn go and I
just didm't feel bad, like some people do when they come back from
vacation., I was glad to be back with people, and to have people to talk to,"

et
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Hazel 1afebvre also had some doubts about her decisiom to retire,
"Jhen I decided in the summer to retire I was scared, 1 don't know
why but I didm't know whether I was doing the right thing or mnt., But
now that I am sbout to retire I'm prettv hanpy about it,

"You get uséd to a routine, But I think I*11 be 3ll right, I
have the children in Commecticut and here, I have grandchildren to visit,
1 love to drive,

"I%11 have plenty of time, I™m going to do some more work for the
Pioneers (an agsociationr of Western Elecgric people with more than twenty
years service), Itve worked for them off and omn, I was on the knitting
cormittee and on the hospital committee off and on, not too much, a
little, But T plam to do more wolumteer work. I'd like to use my car
to drive people places, I like to drive,

*My girlfriend amnd I hope to go *ravelling, 1'= known her ever
wince I was married, The four of us were alwavs together, She'd have
a baby, then Itd have a baby, Them she'd have another one and I'd have
another one, She had three boys and a girl, I had three girls and one
boy., We were always g-od friends, Her husband died of cancer, wmy
husband died of cancer, She's got cancer but I haven't so far--knock
on wood, T just had my physical and the doctor foumd nothing wrong
whatgcever,

"Itm going to get a pemsion of $258, And I kave Social Security,
I haven't found ot what tkat's going to be, But I've also a pemsion
from my husband, at the Navy yard, We had a e¢ouple of anmuities when
my husband died, I k2d quite a bit of insurance znd we had insurance
at the Navy yard, so 1 don't have to worry about money, I don't have
to worry about a house anymore., When my husband died in 1967 I moved
into an apartment in Groveland, and I lived there about a year and then
my son, who lives in Salem in a mobile home park, said, "Why don't you
buy 2 mobile home up here?t So I did., I bought a mobile h-me right
opposite my son and kis wife,
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"3till I have a funny feeling ahout going, The idea of knowing you

aren*t §oing to_work anymore, Thatts it, You're at your last,,,well,
you're im your last stage of life and that®s it, Somehow it%s a way of
markinges el don't know, hut you're im y-ur last stege, I'm trying gb

forget about it nowe"

Recelved in New York on January 13, 1975.



