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"Laboring people of he ere country, unie ally wih he
inellgenTa, liberal bourgeoisie, all deocraic patsies and groups,
seeal lunaries and other patriosic eleaenSs! consolidate and expand
he uned fron agains apeials, feudal and bureaucra%tc captalis

forcee! fgh geher o destroy Kuotng reactionaries and build a
new Citn&. All decrac parses and groups, people’s organizations
and 8ocal luminaries, 8peed1 convene a olloa COnsulSaive
Conference, dscus and carry out he convoking of a People’s Repre-
8enl;al;.ve Asebly o es,ablJ.eh a era$1c Ooal2ton overnmen

te sweeping appeal for a broad united front was made by the
Chinese CoaAnA8 Par on May 1, 1948. I 8ruck a responsive cord
aong a al group of Chinese poltioal refugee in volunSary exle on
he 8land of Honkong. hese dissiden8, joined in oppos2$1on o

Chiang I[ahek, he Oons$ May Day appeal offered an allance
They &cceped he ofe and heir elegra o Mao e-ung, Chairman
of he Coaana Par, on May proclaimed, "e herein express our res-
ponse and suppor So your call, an Mope by realaion o aee our
naiena renaissances" heg was sined by leaders of he
uoinTang Revoluonary Committee (KMTRC), cratic League, PeasanSs’
.and Workers’ Deaocr&$to Pary (PI), Ms%tonal Salvation Society (NSS),
Chinese Democratic Prooon Socey (CDPS), San MAn Cbu I Comrades
Assoca%ion, ueainang Democratic Preot-Aon SocieSy (MTDPS) and
Chi ung Tang

he alliance of heae splinter groups in onkong wih he
Cos Py liZed he nes of hr leaders Za rave o
srly pnce in he seengr rkes of presday
Cna. Accorng one r, for ple, he p KTC lders
L2 C-8h (or Li O-sum) d Fg u-ig (bore s dh)
we 81aed come lc d liy
a new Cnese vem$ 8e up under he
lds MgdC h in he number posilons

AS presen represensa$ives from Shese Honkong roups, meeting
wh he Coun28t,8 in Harbin, are helping $o plan She Political
Consul Sa$1ve Cnference (PCC) which is scheduled o convene early
nex year ("prObably in elping, if he liary situation permits"



Alread osz of China. north of he Yangtze River is in he hands
of ColsZ armies, and mliSary observers are alos$ unanimous in
predicting ha e Red*s vicWries will coninueo I is predicted,
Zherefore, ha$ he Conununiss will proceed as Zh have pronisd
se ap a &vernen which will possess effective control at ls over
aos of. North China and 111 clai 1 be he overnen of China.
(Peipin is he os likely c&p1l &ccerdn o he bes sources in
Honkono) This sep ,ill brin a-bou an imporan chane in h
overall China simaiOno I will mean tha he COuuuniss haws defnie-
ly emerged froa he ounns and he plains.
of heir final efforts o eslblish, consolidae, and legalize their
control over he ounry

bdae here has been no single ovrnent over 1 Cos

e ev daye vm in iry is loclzed d

Cna, d Cna) areay ry. e firs at
se up soaen re die was he esblis of *a orh Cna

only reon (15 includes fora rd Rons
ufied vat ov 1serriry is he ob of"
for$ PCC d She sy ech conkes. T non
poli upsr lised ve v the le of unior
ps in s ob, d i is rsonae asses Shey 11
reeard elh pollcal s in She new vema$. No one 11
$ diniSe ps ve de, srecy is dec in
Cne lew polics.

11; is probable, therefore, Sha$ some ime next year press dispatches
and oher reports of developments in China sill contain She naes of
any political parses, oups and leaders n China ehich heretofore
hae been virtually unknown, even o any people w7L e.own
country. Sons knowledge of hese’sall oups, as well as of he
ouniss kll be required for an undersudinK of future develop-
mens as hey are reportedo

Before describing each of he aor political roups in onkong
a few generalizations can be ade abou hem, for Shey have any
8iLilariies 5b beKin_wih, none of_he are really political parses
a h presen &me, although several aspire o be. They are merely



small polcal organzalions numbering been a few hundred and a few
thousand members. None of he have a ass following or a sron
polical orKanizaiono They do no possess armies a prerequlsie for
poliLic81 powe in China during he pas few decades. In shor, he
have none of he obvious qualifications for successful idependen
action in he rough and unble of contemporary Chinese poliiCSo In
erms of tangible power hey can mske & sowlng.

All of the ongkong Kroups call henselves "liberals", and often
hey are labeled simply "nse decrac ups" iu doub

some of h c hly clam be libels (ugh he rd is a
dificul one deine), ohs e definiy polic
opporis. In he case of some p leaders i is fc

lead,s cept ey e now on opsi side of
h Civil

Inollecuals and professional politicians make up almos he
entire membership of hese groups. The small easants and Workers
Democratic ary assar.s ha fifty percen of llm members belon o
he laborin class, bu is Claim, even if rue, has lile signifi-

cance because he par’ oal menbership is pocke-slZeo he nos
mporan Kroups do not even claim a prolearlan folloging a present.

One poin of omplel agremaen between all he groups is heir
uncompromising opposiion o Chiang K’ai-shek, and his really is heir
raison d er in several cases. Their hared of Chiang was probably
more lmporan han heir love of either Marx or ao in drawing
into alliance wih ho Commnl88o A Krea many of these people once
gore respectable nonbers of he KuonlnYnK and many held hIKh positions
undar i bu o/1 of hen are hog dlssidn8 for either personal or
deoloKical reasonse

Their public saeaens often have a srong ideoloical flavor
bu actually heir platforms are vague, and,
dely seems o. be of secondary mpor%ance o many of heo In a
general way he are all LefLs, according o heir own definition
and admission, ba pracicall speaking this has simply mean ha
excep for a few independens hey have sng along wih he Comnunis
line during recen monhso They hemselves admit that now here are
few ideological differences among them and hat hy accep be presen
Comunis progra of New Demo cracy.

The personal elmaen, so srong in all Chinese politics, is
fundamental in undersanding hese groups. The nucleus of leaders in
every group consisl of & few men united by p&s friendship and
associatoa, and he ajor groups are linked by siedlar ieso

he min dissident elements in Honkong fall into wo main
cateorlesz he’ KMTC and s affiliates, and he Democratic Lague
and is affilaes.



For many years he Kuominug has been divided into numerous
cliques held ogeher by heir acknowledgement of hiang K’ ai-shek’ s
/eadrsip The origins of he Kuoing evoluionary Co,.iee race
o he clique poliics of he war years and in many respects he
KN’R s 8mply a clque hich opposes Chiang ’ai-sheks leadership

In 1940 a roup f par%y dissidens including eneral Feug Yu-
hsian and Marshal. L Chi-shen bu o hold regular secre mee$ina
in Ctaankin o discuss She polical sua$1on. These men forsaalaSed a
program for "organlzaional democracy ehin She pary and constitutional
dmocracy Shrouout he counSry" Another" group o Euomin liberals
(Shls erm is a label in many cases, no$ necessarily an oaccuraSe
descrip$ion of political beliefs) in Pbnkon, inciudin adame Sun Y&-
sen, Liu Ya-ze, and adae liao Olaan-’ai, established conac$ wish
hem oeSber Shey formed She ocieSy of Euominn Democrac Comrades.
Their acclivities n Souh hlna sere placed under an execuive board n"
Kweilln which eventually included arshal Ll, kdame Liao, and Liu Ya-ze,
bu he subsequen Japanese drive southward and he fall of Kweilin
disruped ae organization,

In he prin of 19B Marshal Li and eneral 2s’ a: T’ in-k’
organized a 6roup in 3ou%h China o lead anl-Japanse uerilla
activities. 0rganisaon of ls oup had polElcal as well as .military
implic&ions In Cunin, in he meanwhile, another group of p&ry
proressives (kia erm is also & label), includin some of hose already
mentioned, began o oid secre sessions. Paricipans in his roup i-
cluded Sun Fo, Feng Yu-hsang, YU You-en, and hao

These ere he seeds hich after he ear sprouted/no ore definite
polical organsaiona which ncluded some b no all of hos
had me oeher secretly durin he war (3un Fo, for xample, is now
remier of he Central Governmen) In Cauon arshal Li and Genera/
Ts’ai organized he Kuominua Democra?lc P.romoion 3’ociey.
supporters were mainly natives of Keangm and Keangsie. and many ee.r
former members of the 19h Route Army under s’al hen Marshal L lef
Canon a fee months laer, Tsai. Wok over as leader of he
principal associates sere Li Chan-a (onetime. chief of s?ff o S.un Ya-
sen), Oh’en Ts’u-shen (former dean of Kwangs University), Mei ung-p’in,
(law professor a 3un Ya-en Uniwersiy), Ch’u Yun-shu, and Gneral

In Cnking during 0cober 194 a general conference of
progressives" was called under he oin sponsorship of Oen Ming-su
(oneime lniser of Comnauicaions, laer Presden of he shore-lived
Foocoe People’s Government), General Yang Chleh (former Ambassador
Eussia and Presden; of ;he Army College), Wang K’un-lun, -Hsu Pao-claa,
and T’an P’ing-srn, in addAion o a few oherso The group &;tending
;his conference se up he San Mn Ctaa I Corades Association. T’an and
Hsu became is ost active leaders.

Finally in 1947 boh of hese oups were oined in close alliance
under the leadership of Li Chi-shen. On 0cober 10 Marshal Li issue a



declaration calling for a congress of "all Kuoing democratic roups
and a onh laer, on November 12 the KTRC was formed with the
and Ooarades AssocaLon aS

From he beginning he KTRC as been anTt-Ctiango I claims o be
rue nherior o the revolutonary pir of he Kuominang" and
...f adheren o Sun Ya-aen’ a ee People’ s Principl@so Is program has
demanded cessa?Aon of he cvi war, esablsaen of. a coaiion
governaen with he CoaunAss, and ZerenaAon of all foreign inervenion
n China AS prosen Zhe eader.s of he KTRC place der&bl ephas
upon wha &ro called Sun a-eens Tree 6rent olcex 1. cooperation
wh ho Oounis P&ry, 2 friendly relations wh Zhe UoS.S., and
o laying She parys foundation on workers and peasants support.

The primary basis for he esahlishnen of he KMTRC, as revealed
by s history and coposAion, les in he personal relaions between
s ebers. More aan anything ’else i is a club of old friends wo are
pollcal oe This fac s os clearly illustrated, perhaps, by
number of s members and leaders wo paricip.ae in the 19 Yukien
reol wlch esablished the ill-fa Foocow People’s
Marshal Li and eneral Ts’ al were leaders of ha revolt, and the
People’s GoVernaen ncluded such aen as Chen Ming-su, L Chang-a,
Mei Eung-p’n and ohers who laer led heir poli?tcal careers o
Marahal Li and hie KMTRC- and indirecl he Ou,unis Pary
neresLng o recall, a/so, ha. he Foocow People’s Governaen during
s bef exisence ade a local ruce wlh he Co--nines eose base of.
opera.ions in China a Tha Lae was n Eia near he Fukien border

The nebersip of he KIITC and 8 filia i8 revled
officiallyo One nber o KMO ecuiveee ld me of-
oy, wev, he nong mberap i8 au d8 of

aove bsp is n nng. In 8r KTRO s 811
ply a llc clique $ a llc pare

Despie is 8ailari o he KMTRO o none
Le 8 a ffco, l be a on of sever
rorh, pmsAve Ups wch ae in nong on Ocber 10,1941,
and formed Le Of Decrac Polilc Ordinations,
slb inlecs ve bepr in Le’s
abersp, d he erm lib remw applied he
Lewh applied e KM Pfaors
more cci8lc of he Le i18 d llcis

In 1941 he ain component8 of %he League were he Third Pary, he
Naonal Socalis aryj he Youth Pary, he Chih Chino roup
(Vocational Eucalonalss), he Hsang
ionlss), and a eg leading-non-partisan ndiwldnals(R) The Leae ook
a sZrong stnd for civll liberties and democrai&ion of

Kovernneno
Early in 1944 he oranizaion adopted is presen ile because

of he Inceaslng number of persons who were oininK i as individuals.



In 0oober, 1944, he Loae held s firs congress, in Cng,
a yr la, in 0cber, 945, i adopted ap
descried sil of Bsh Lar I parcipa in
postwar CC in 1946 d is represaves played
in a.in6 up t coce’s resoluons on lical

urn "l;he folleglng.year and a half, bowever
League and hevdeorad y, Serial Lm lders
ee rdd circumsces ech suKuong insono

he brdo of swong-st heptagons
he resoluons of tP were slv, d he
ry on he Kuo6. Suspicion d ess incrs on h
side, d heealyv far in the -Kuog, p-
s$ c. T fin was de by
ord ssoln d ing Z Le on Ocber 27, 19470

offiOi 8k, we placd under use

Dco Le’s con par
Youth ty d he Naon cialist ary
y) keh Le in la1945 d 1946 r-p
join heKn in theCv
iC Gups ve faded in ocur
any lnpoanee now a880ca wth ho League are hO Naonal Saeaon
o@:Ley gJch jonedhe LeagUe n 19444) and ?o easan’ and gorkers’
Denocrac Fary (fornery he Third Pary). In a fornal sense, even
bdie8 no longer belonK o he LoaKuo, for n January, 1947, was
decided menbership gould be limited o individuals rather
orKans&Lonso

The .Third Fatty gas forned by Lof-WnK nenber8 f ho KuoninJK
8son after ChianK K’ ai-shek’ s 19271 purKe, Is principal founder, .nK
Yen-a, onyened a conKres8 of his supporters in Shanghai n. Sepenber,
190, wich osablishod the Frovhstonal Action Co of Kuon
Wh T g ii, au$ a y’lar o "upe acve In
insuring he 195 evol d crg he ocw ple’8. One of cof he up Chns
elec ridt ef he oee ve A a confess inw in
Novb, 195, he eKnng was pp d a new ne, Acon

of C*8 Hansel Lion was adope
CK o-c, w was a mber of ocw ved aded
e py sce Tg’8 dh, cipa in he pleO8 olic
cil dpr heCve during e
w 8pliws p. (wch finely cged
d Ws* cracy a cons ’inS in Juy 1946)
and She vernnen, becane copleo.

The prosen$ euborship of She WIP i8 eatinaSed o include
&pproxinaely 6,000 prsons, many of whom are sprinkll lan he China



The National Salv&Aon ocey s eun less of a polio party
s of oh non ups It sred bore he Slno-

Japes w au intlecals 1 by i-p
parioc appl for resAsce ins 3ap. In Juy, 1936,
orzaion advocang acve ese resisce was
g, d in y of he sy a naon, fedeon w ors.
On ovb 22: 196 he Nn vea aesed sev abs of

g ao-ah, S C-l!, d Sh Li d crated a fus
aus@ cebr@.-e ri of he sev.acTed world.de aon
bu fily hey we rs four days ore he Polo
Bride incid in 19D7. Once he flhn ans Japs
society ce inac@ d s of i lders opeed h

he ldersp of S Cu, a vble lic re wse

Le Ipr abersp 18 Insiflct d i polcs
he inclnaon8 of i lder8, llke se of he PJ, e

The 08 apor$ 8eaen$ of he Dencraic Leau6’s
$ be olsi in de Up8 such e Pg d N3S. ey
nsder hvlndd d nopssO y gl-mg
llb8 bong . 8 oaery for ore i he orao
Lo pmy a eider app ng no,puny,
yo oraion In Ca. I sll

he .Le appxiy8 abs in nng du
plus a Idund d suged msp .n
a lds of Le in nong ve ne ong e

oh ssd in ecing s line alne he

sd for depd acon, dae sociism, d noOoA8

inee.

o oh nong ups suld be :ion brily. One Is he
Cne Dcrac Pon Socleyd he leadersp f u-l

clety s for: Sg soon er he d
pans verna inficicy. I conslsd aer of
up of :cls: t i iluce w iapor aCr nd
SFedaon of Pple’sorisaons, a loose



The O Shor Kroup desaryinK men.on i8 She C unK TanKs poli$aloffsoo$ of ho un Ch un a Cne sret society.o o Za 8 yrs d he 8oey
nvo!ved he TpnK ebono La
rovo!utonary for of S Yaso Bore he
8ocey laned ve appx$y ,0 ber8, os of h
ov88 d a lge pcge in he U oS., d
hv "Cne on8"o The pr lder

new/llow of cc Lee Lile 18 own of he polic
acvi of he ups t he 8iificce
Co!8 app 8 pbly finical. Conons
Ov8 Cne ve 8uppord revoluiony up8 in Cna in e
pas, dui would fficl pve i he C KK g
y be he for such suppor a pre8o

e are ,ldae naor onkong roups ghch have oined ?Jae
Qonis In red fn ye he es w e now

uay poger d nog 8 y of over llon a d ap
asp (accorn rec cl) appacn e llonso

er exannng hose roup8 as ho are oday one s ncln
look wld d uk, uW8 1 nose au? In a cl war
boe e eKuod he Co8y for contl
of a pop.ace of 4 llion pple w o ts of n ve y
arco a lYure pple g woud 8u ho 80
8 au nonKo w are. of 8e polc upo, one

or corrpond

Saoro are reason8 o beleYe bogeyer, ha ho8 up8
(parcularly he0 d crac Le) y pay

crt for th npl facrs a work in
pod Cna 8 nK gll one of trdous adus d

co.used pcr 8on c, y psons d up8

fd hr PlaC n a nee polc 8oc, d onoc
for yeadu8 d compse wl be 8y. he

geh y ndu8 d up8 gll fnd necsa, ed,



Alance eh he Hongkong groups has obvious advantages from he
Counisss point of ve. The idea o a coalon is popular in China.
Since he end of he Sino-&panese ar in fact coalition has been
synonysus wh inern&l peace inh(R) inds of any people, and he "erm
coaliEion has Tken is place aon the s respected c&eods in
Chln&’s curren political ocablary A coalition equires several
parles and he Hongkon roups are ready-made for he purpose. They
bear he popular as of democracy and iiberalism and helr naes can
be usefl in dressin6 UP & Cis owermn for boEh inernal and
Intern&ional consumpAon.

There is evidence o show als ha he Cis really d wan
an eoonoic and social calion ha Ishey wan he uoopeaion under
helr leadership f as sny econoc and socl rops as possible. Tha
is why hey have broadened heir unie fron. he Honkon6 rops
be he bai by wch he Communists hope lre cern key roups in
he country- he "inelligensia" "liberal burgoise", and "soCial

luminaries" - and o obin heir cooperaTAon o & leas
under a new regiae. Conls 8aemens and &cion durin he pa8
year sog ha hey consider hi8 a maor k, and:hey place special
epkasi8 upon &racinK he pey and iddl bourKeoisio"

Wih he expansion of their errlory he Commaniss hate found i
necee.sary o e alon, temporarily a leas, wih many non-proletarians,
and as hey hae &pured an ncreasin number of ciles hey hae becoae
increasinly aware of he ecqnomic importance of lndsral and
commercial groups. bd&, he pronouncements from p&ry headqu&rers
place foremos emphasis upon production- and industrial produc+/-on is
often sressed more han &griculmral produ.ciono This new policy has
necessitated compromises o gain he suppor of ey economic groups. A
few saxemens made by Communis hemselwes will 11usrae this facto

"The propery and legal operaions of persons eaed in ndusry
or coma.erce slll be proeoed fzom nfrineaen= (Artole 12 of he
Basic Progra of he Agrarian Law adopted September 1, 1947) "he
bourgeoisie and middle bourgeoisie, oppressed and inured by hese
classes (landlords and bureaucraAc bourgeoisie) and heir sae power,
all.ugh hey are bourgeoisie, ’may ow.ever paricipae in the ew
Democratic Revolution or ainain neuraly..o. The objects Which he
New Democraic Revolution is o eliminae are only feudalism and
monopoly capialsm, 0nly he landlozd class and he bureaucratic
bourgeoisie (big bourgeoisie), no capi?lism in general and no
pey bourgeoisie and he middle bourgeoisie. Owing o he bachwardnss
of Chin&’s economy, i will sAll be necessary o permit he axisence
for a 10rig tme of he capalis economy represented by he broad
bourgeoisie and middle bourgeosie ...Adopting ulra-lef erroneous
policies oward pey bourgeuie and middle bourgeoisie economic
elements as our pary did in period 19D1 o 19D4 "excessivel high
working condiAons, excessively high income ax r&es! nfringin on
indusrial and coercial elements in agrarian reform; no king as
our objectives he developmen pmdueAea, the flourishing of
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cono.ay, ing into accoun boh public and private interests and
benefits o boh labor "and capi.al, bu ding as our objec’l;i,ves
shortsighted, unilateral so-called welfare of the oilers - mus
absolutely no be permitted o recur." (Speech by ao Tze-amg,
December 25, 1947).. o."....orkers should endure a certain deree of
exploiation for helr own lon range ineress so a hese priae
enterprises can crry on and appropriately develop production
almn a prosperous economy in Liberated raSooo.X should be known
ha ne difference he,wean a w Democratic Society and a socalis
society is tha enterprises of priae capital are an indispensable
elemen of production in he former society. (New China ews Aenc
ediorial February, 1948) The Communis Par firmly proecs
industry and coerce... he pre-condiion for decidn everyhin
should be ha i us be favorable o e consan raisin of
production." (Article by Cen Po-a, Communis C.enral Committee
ember, NCNA, April 2, 148) ....all law abiding industrialists and
commercial businessaen (no maer how large heir scale of operaion
is-,.. .should be p.roeced from infringemen....Indusrial production

agriculural produciono" (SCNA/ediorial, AuSus 3,

In addition o he evidence of hese saemens and directives,
he limited available informaTAon abou ciies under Communis control

indicates ha in eee ciies all skilled personnel has been very well
reaed, efors have been made o obtain he cooperation of merchants

and industrialists, and industrial production has been encouraged Tere
are many indications na he leaders of he Chinese Cous Pary are
hard-heade praAss wo ealize ha Roe was no ha.il in a day
and ha hey canno move oo

The KTRC and Democratic League i into this general piclr as
political groups which y hp bridge he p bee he Cois
d he pey d ddle urisie. h he KTSC d he
draw hr membs.fm he econoc classes h ve od nc
wih industrial d coal lds d n clam in t
lucre hey will large d become re llcal parses "dng
d represin he ines of he ind=srial d coercial classes"
tugh i is ubl if y mercs d indusrialis will
embce sm in he foresee re ev under a Cois
re.me, i is pble st of th iI y ge ong under
y re.me.( There we rdy y incaons, for ple,
Snacrs d raders feel y ree wod be

beer fm hr in of ee he pres one,) If he Le
dE c pde ,ih he clo of liic respecbiliy
d perps wih a polic uhpiece as wl, y ind i
,orle oin or supr nese orizaons. d
sint of ew the EC d Le ,ill peror a

sCe if eye he risce d obn e coopaon
of ir econoc ups d hr leaders
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I is possible the TRO and League may play a similar role
in brlding e ap between he Cuss d wo oer iargups in Cna

Te inellecuals (proessors, scalars, sldens, soae professional

.numb o inlecms c peced oin Cos Py, ine erriry der i conl, d accep is credo wih sim-as soe alrdy e done. is iluces ve red snyin he ger asphere in wch he Cne inlecals,parcularlyse coec wih ecaon, ve lied d orked ng hewy years. s consvave inellecals, in fac, believe
Id socialis of soe sor is desirable or Cna. Nonehess,

my will no be willing he wle way wih he nis. (The
civil rights issue y be impor in of differce h he
nisSs.) T Dcrac Leae ii ve a speci appeal he
z (d womb) d y her h in is fod

he oher group is he large mas of governmen officials and civil
servants, almos all of hem KuominTug members, wo have no been
involved in ign-level polizics. he Cmmuniss have promised "war crmes
Zrials" after $ey se up a overnmenZ buZ hae limited he deiniZion of
criminals so as o exclude e large mass of he KuominTng’s membership.
I Z sou.ld be remembered haZ &eive paricipaVion in overnmen
administration in China as been limiZed o a few. PoliTical reasons are
no Z e only explanation; nere are only a few wo have te required
skills UnTil $ey ave consolidated Ma.er position, te Communiss can
ill-aford o exclude from governen he largesZ single group wish
administrative experience- namely, Zhe membership of the Kuoming.
There are indications ZhaZ he Communiss will aSZemp o absorb Zhem in-
to any regime Zey eeTblis For maof hese men, however, a direc
jump from -l;he Kuomn_’_. -r,o ;e Communis’Im, would be a violen ransiion.
Tae KMTRC will have a special appeal o hese men. The KITRC, in fac,
claims o. be he "rue" Kuominang, and if Kuominlmg members find hem-
selves under a Communis regi’me many may suddenly decide ha he KMTRC
claims are valid. This applies no only o he unimporn pary members
bu o many well-known officials and pary leaders who are no a par of
e s@-called Righ1-Wing of he pary. (The wors Communis epihel
are reserved for ne "Four Families": Ciang K’ ai-shek, T.V. Soong,
HoH. Kung, and Chen Li-fu.) During he pas few months, many unofficial
represen%alves of high Kuominang officials .hav surrep%iiously
visited Pbngkong for secre conversations wih Marshal Li and ohers.
Marshal Li’s public slmmd regarding hese people a presen is ha ey
mus mak some sor of symbolic break wi he Canral Gvernmen before
i falls if hey wan 1 join ae KMTRC, Mu he may no follow his @wn

dictum oo rigidly.

I is possible, herefore, ha ae Democratic League and KMTRC
may be in a position o play an impora role as middle men in he
polivical siuaon in months o come. I is diffic a his sage,
wever, px dic whether or no hey will be abl6-fil! ha role.
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They may be no;hing more ;ban puppets under he Communiss. Threi-
cally, howewer, hey may be able o develop into political paries
w-hich can influence overnmen decisions on policy. This will depend
on a number of racers. For one hing, +/-; will depend on her ability
o develop a srong, solid p&ry organization, which hey lack
present. I will depend on ;he furore size of neir membership and
he caracer and independence of heir leaders. Todae few really
s%ron leaders have emerged fro hese groups, and heir embers-hip is
potential raher han acualo I will also depend on how much
Comuniss feel compelled ID compromise. I is no likely ha h.e
Comanis Pary will wan serious political competitors who can block
heir program, but hey may have o accept a ood deal o mild poli%ical

opposition, even in he erriory which hey control, durin he nex
ew ears. One should no ore he Chinese skill and experiegce in

underround oraniza%ion and in exerin pressure by passive resislmnce,
non-cooperation, and he boycott. Key groups suc as industrial and
commercial leaders, intellectuals, .and civil servants may posses a
leverage, out of proportion ID heir nuzerical srenh, which can
be exerted upon he overnmen.

There are no signs a present, however, ha te KTC or League
will be able o compete wih he unis ng he ral d ur
plea. A bes, hore, ey y iluce he vem,
no copee for unda power d consul, under a Cos ree.

So far, I ave speculated abou he role which he Hongkong groups
migh play under a Communis regime from which he Kuominang as been
excluded as a paryo Alhouga i seems unlikely a his moment, i is

oo early o rule ou
whole of China) between he Comzaus Pary and a uointang pure
of Chian K’ ai-shek and other Rih in eleens , and e
esabiishmen of a Communis-KuominSan coalition under Communis
.leadership and conrolo This idea now appeals
e demoralized uoinan as "a way ou" of he presen situation,

and om he Commnis poin o view i migh have he advantage of
bringing China souh of Zhe YangZze under control immediately. If a
coapromise o his sor akes place, or if a purged KuominVang is

allowed o exis under any regime which Zhe Commniss establish, e
umre role of he Honkong groups, as I ave outlined iZ, may never
materialize.

Sou’h China is he big question mark in @uay wic puzzles
almos everyone. A leas a dozem alernaVives fi@ure in speculation
abou is immediate poli1ical future. Communis military power is sill

in 1he North, and mos observers believe na even sXer some or, o
mi!itry nd political, sl’l;ion is reacld in he Nr’gh, a cl’ic
situation will continue souh o he Ygze. If he Cral
vem one or re secondary capiis in he Sou (orsa,
Cn, Kwlin, d oher places arr ssibilies, alugh

1 e rSare icily eie), r wiu Cg K’-s,
i% y incre ra%er decrease he conusion, because e pple

believe he Cal vem will be able rly suppor
or continue snN resisce fro ne ses.



I is generally believed hat the Communiss will no continue
heir military push directly into Souh China withou a breahing
spell@ This belief is based on recognilion of %he fact that %h
Communis% forces (particularly in %he category of political
organizers) are no% unlimited. I% is assumed %ha% %he Comanis%s
will no% wan% o spread %heir military and political forces oo
thinly in %e immediate fuure

any o bserv ers bell eve, therefore, %nat %he %rend oward regiom-
alism and localism, already visible, will continue in %he South and
will produce a mosaic o semi-autonomous regimes below %he Xangtze
during an interim period while consolidation takes place in
These observers expect feverishbargalning, negotiation, and com-
promise during %his eriod before %he South i again amalgama%.e with
ne o1 If %his takes place, arshal Li Chi-shen, head of he

KTRC, may take a central role in .he political jockeying and com-
promising-hich can be expected,

arshal Li is an old-timer in Chinese politics. H was born 63
years ago in Kwangsi and became a prominent member of %he Kuominlmng
when 1;be par%y was s%ill s%ruggling for power. He was %an into
Kuominang Central Committee in 1924, and on he Northern Expedition
in 1925-26 he was Commander of h 4h Army and Chief of S 1
Chlang K’ ai-shek Since %ha lme he has been alerna%ely in and
of he government, Despie his leadership of he Fukien revol in 1933
he has continued o hold high poslm in he governmen until recently
(alough mos of hem have been poss wih prestige raher han
power). Posilions .which he has held during his long career include:
Councillor of he Cearal Government, member of e Slmnding Committee
of he Supreme iliary Council, Chairman of he Kangung Poli1ical
Council, and Chief of Army Training. Today his li1e man wih a
wispy beard and a sligh lisp lives be.hind padlocked gaes in a
house in Hongkongo

.Hongkong oday is a grea% cener of inrigue. Taking advantage
of wha a Brilish official calls "he radZion of sanctuary" in
colony, poliicans of many sors mee behind doors wi peepholes
and discuss bargains, plans,, and deals. The mos important cener of
his nriue is arsal Li s mansion. I is said, pro bably correctly,
ha every imporu leader in Souh China, mos imporn olilical

fiuresin Norwes% Cina, and numerous Central Governmen officials
hae had secret contacts, 1;hrougt direc or indirec represenaiwes,
wih arshal Li in recen monhso It is impossible o know eha deals
have already been made. ndoubedly here have been some, bu i is
possible ha odae many ofhese contacts ave been merely feelers.

arshai Li’s cen%ral position in %his in%riue and political
bargalnin has een due o %hree factors: his personal pres%ige,,
his innumerable friendships and concs formed hrough %he years
and mos lwporan% of all his posilion as middle man in close conlac
ih he Commnisl. This funclon as a middle man is sometimes
dlfficul for foreigners o understand, bt i is fundamental in



aos pIAical as .well aS econoaic dealings in China,(I is clo,sely
connected wih he Chinese concep of "face"; a middle ann reduces
e necessy for dlrec coaaiaens whAch are undesirable because a
wihdrawaA wi.ou lOSS o face s hen diXXcul,) Marshal Li is no
a very forceful leader in his own righ (although os people say he
lives up o he radiional Cinese virtue of righteousness- "li"),.
bu he holds a sraegic poliical position. He is he back door o
he powers ha be in. he Comsnnis Pary and he rear entrance o

whatever relme hey se up Esablishing contacts wih he Marshal
is like investing in political futures which ay pay off laer. I is
good insurance in any casee

he compAAcaed eecre negoiaAons centering abous L
e somene8 inre praion for ap swing
Souh Cna in he orbi of is consul by poliic a8
ice. by d8 wih iapor local lders in e Souh- as soon a8
thes se Up heir vnm. 8 i8 w he rsl
hif said ae on s subject, wever. "re is no ssibiliy
of solving uh Cna pbl by lics one So
iryprre fm ouide d inside will ruire In
Souh he e iry-liic leaders are willing oin a
coalion sul in he uh a we will depend on liry
pressure fa the ouide o"

When he spoke of ailiTry pressure fom he inside, Marshal Li
was referring o wo hing8 Connaunis uerilla forceS, and local
raillery leaders who could be won over POliicaliye

The cener of Coseanis uerilla acivi.y in Souh China is
Kwangtung Province and he areas bordering io The Coznis spokes-
an in Honkong, Ch’iao Mu, claims ha here are 100,000 organized

Cosnaunis uerillas in this region u.der a an naed Lin P’ing, bu
soae oher estimates place he figure as low as 10,000 plus a large
number of/unorKanised, non-Csunis bandis. Although i has no been
proved, i is widely believed ha he Cosmaniss’s Souh China command
headquarters are located in Honkong Sewers/ high-ranking
including General Fang Fang, P’an Hen-yen, Lao Cheng-chih, and
Kang, live in .Honkong. Grea secrecy su.rrounds hese men and hey
don’ bother emselYes eh publciy and propaandao As he sruEle
for China sifs suhward, he activities of uerllla forces in he
Souh undoubtedly will be intensified, bu he uerillas in he region
& presen are no srong enough o be a decisive force.

Many of he local le&ders in he Souh are sill old-iaers or
heir proxieso None of them have a grea deal of ,liary power &
he oaea, bu hey probably are in a position o mainn heir

control until real pressure is applied from he outside, and hey ih
eaporarily be able o b1d up

/

her power if he Central Governaen’s
power disinegraes If Li Tsung-en and Psi Cng-hsi rern o helr
old sunping ground (Kgangsi) and take over from helr protege Gowernor
Huang hey igh build up heir loal power, particularly if ai can
bring soe ops with his Central China. (Li is now he silen



Vce-resdeu under Chian6 and ai he outspoken Central overnmen
Commander in Central China. In 1936 hey led a revol agains Cian
in Kwansi@) The same sor of ;hin mih happen in Yunnan if Lun
Yun (he old warlord, now peerless in anklng) returned hoe and o9k
over fzo his protege oernor .t Ham. In Kwang%ung ToY. Soong, e
overnor, is closely ied %o Chiang and will probably s%and or fall
wih hia, b lurkin6 in he background are forces and personalities
which could eer6e %o for a local regieo (They include local
6enerals, supporters of arshal Li, inactive b well-known enerals
such as Chang Fa-kwei, and ohers %oo numerous and involved %o aenion.)
These are zerely possibi!iies, and here are many more.

If localisN develops in the Souh, is leaders will undoubtedly
aanoever %o coze %o erms ewenaliy wih he mos pO.werfl pary in
China- unless hey believe heir power is grea enough %o hold ou
on heir own indefini.aly, which do esn ’ .seem likely. I looks as
if he mos powerll par%v will be "he Cois Pary. The logical
fron man hrou6h which boh he Communis%S and Souh China local
leaders can work is arshal Ii- the middle mano

arshal Li has close conacZs wiZh mos important SOuSh China
leaders, and durin e pas few months he has me wih representatives
o zany of hem. His concs in Kmansi-Kwanu, which is
impo.ran area in he Souh rom a political poin of view, are
particularly ood. (He was once definitely, associated wih he so-
called Kwansi clique,)

Oneehe outside pressure he Marshal speaks of is applied -Commaanis mi!i%ary moves, hrea%s, or pressure directed %oward
South- he may have prepared he way for nego%ia%ions and copromise
be%ween he Conis%s and local leaders. arshal Li himself says
ultimately %he chanes in Souh China ms be "lndamen" , ha old
warlord armies and local control meas Oo Undoubtedly he ozmaniss
agree wih hi poliical as wll as miliary means may be
ployed o bring abou een hese fundamenl changes.

I am sure ha all of his sounds exreaaely comsingo The
siaion iself is confusing and full of ifs and bSo The lUCre
of ae Chinese poli%ical goups now in Hongkong is no more cer%in
han anyng else, b i is possible ha hey will play an
ineres%in politic.el role in he ways I hae suggesedo

Sincerely yours,

Ao Doak Barne

Received New York I/0/4.


