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Dear" Peter

Logging is big business in Sar’awak. ,Since 1979, when the timber’ boom
hit Malaysia’s largest state, logging has xlnausted most o.: the
easily acc:essible ’b.imber’ in lowland dipter’ocar’p .For"est.s o{ the loer’
reaches o{ Sarawak’s largest river" systiems, The industr’y is rapidly
moving on ’t.o the middle reaches and upper t.ributar’ies the "Ulu"
as well as upland areas and tradit.ional lands (:laimed by many o
Sarawak’s indiqenous peoples,,

In tlnis April’s bitterly fought elections or State As.sembly,
po1 i t i c: a 1 c: on t r’ o 1 o.t: "t:. i mber’ c. on t: es i on wa a ma j or’ i ,’"=, ".u... I n t he
middle o{ the month-long (zampaign period, opposit.ion t.o logging
exploded in a series o. tr’ibal blockades at new logging c:amps in t.he
upper Baram and Tutoh Rivers, These areas are the home andhunting
grounds o. the semi.-nomadic F’enan people surr’ourding Mulu National
Park en Saraak’s berder ith Brunei.

/
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Judith Mayer is an Ins<ituce Fellow studying environmental protection, coserva[ion,
and sustainable developmen[ issues in Southeast Asia.



I t.r’avel led up ’the Bar’am and ’l"u’:.c:’.,h r’i vet’s tt:::, the "L..[.]...:." (upriver areas)
ar(und Mulu in .1. at.e Apr’il and ear’ly May., expe(:’l’:.ing tc lear’n ab(ut
sh i .f: ’(’.’. i n g (::: u 1 t. i va ’t.’. :i. c:)r’l a r" (:.t .: c:) r est r" y t e c:: h r’l :i. ques as v,e 1 ]. as see :i. n g ’(’.. h
c.r"ders (::). t.he park. The tr’ip b(:.ught me .ace t(:. .t:ace
env i r" (::)n men t a 1 management and p (:) 1 :i. t :i. c: a 1 :: :)n t r’ aver’ sy t han I h ad

tl"dit:i. Ol"s (1). .{:(31"est use zind ll"d rights .{:orcil’g :i. nt(3 pLblic
d :i. s :: uss i (::>r’ ques ’[:. i (::)n s (::).: Ehet h er’ s (::)me (:). t. h e ar’ eas b e :i, n g
timber" harvesting sh(3uld be l(:)gged at. all, Issues o.F sound .(3rest.ry
an d 1 an (::1 use I’.:) 1 ann i n g ar’ e o.: t. en (::: (::)n gr uen t, t. (::) i ssues c).t: (::: (:)mmun :i. t. y
,/i abi i :i. ty i i"] the r’egi c)n hel’"e s(3ci al i ml::)a(::ts (3 .(:)l"est p(:)l i(:::y cai’ ’t.
b e i gn (:::,r" e(::l

Tr’avel t(::. Mu.lu r’(::.rn the c:(:’..ast begins with a bus t:r’om Miri, a (:::oastal

c) il b(::)(:m tc)n and an expr’ess b(::)at..r’3m the m(:uth o. the r’iver’ to
Marudi t.he Bar’am’s ma.jor’ (:::ity. "l"he t,rip is a t, hr’ee h(::)ur speed r’ush
at ,,:: kn(::)t.s :i.n a str’eamlined diesel cr’a.t, mor’e like a Greyhound bus
than t.he plc:,dding river’ bc:)ats (::).: t.he nc:)’t:. k:.c:)c:) distant past.,, it.h a
pla(::e .:(3r" all pers(3nalit’,/ t.ypes passengers (:::an spr’a,l am(:ng carg(: on
t he b (::) a’(’:. s r ar’ r’ (::) r’ (::)c).: c:)r’ s i t. mc:)r’ e sedate ]. y i n t. h e c:: ab i n t c:) at c: h
v:L de(:s o.F: Amer’i can "Champ:L (::)nsh: p Wrest] il"g" L(biqL(:[toL(S entert:inmen’
her"e ther’e’s e].e(:::tr’i(::::i.t in Saraak,

Signs (:.’,.t: the en(::)r’mous v(lume o. l(:)gging in the Bar"am system are
un rn i st. a k ab :1. e :i. n t. he : :i. r’ st 1 0 I.,: i 1 (::)rnet. er’ s c).t: r’ i ver h :i. (::: h .t: 1 (:)s b r’ i g h t
/e].l(:’(, br(3,l’"t ,ti’.h s:i.l,, Dozens (3.: Iog stacl.::s Iine the bathk .(3r the
.t::i.l’s’[’:. 2 k:i.].(::)metel’"s, with many :l.c)gs well (:ver" a ieter" acr"(::)ss arid
meter’s ].org, l:::’ar’l-::ed in the at.er vait, b(3Qms Q.: de bar’ked logs r"eady
.{:c)r" e>{pc)! [;. (’.:)r c:(::)rlver’sli, c)r t(:)p].yc)(:)d rl(::l ch:i. ps, Beteerl the mc)L(th
the Bar’m crd Mar’L.(di e p4ssed i"o ].ess th4al’# 3 mc)ving bar’g@s st(cked

donriver,, The three dozen l(3gging camps e passed er’e in var"ious
st ag es (::).: ev (::) 1 ut i (:)n. S:)me er’ e h (::) p p i n g (::)’:. h er s seerled r’ us’[:. ed an d
aband(:nned,, "l"hey ere all set. up in a similar’ manner’, ith a d(:cked



variou:s log moving equipmen’L <Ca’Lerp:Lllar:s predominat:Lng) worl.::ers
:i:-’. c on ’t’. I’" ac L c,I.... s s i g nb ar" r ac k on .st i ]. t. ,:::., an d Ch :i. n e,:

governmert of.ficere., br"arc::l"’ I:’.anks, logging cor’Lractors Ch:i. nese shop
l’ouse:, and regional triba’.L and c:ommurity organiza’.ior’s. A row
lively c::of.Fee shops (c.oppec:l by lodging hc::,use, o.f var:i, ous degree:,s o.:
propret.y) lnes the bus:i, nes street and prov:i, des an e.f.F:i, cient
ett.ng .For 1 igf’tning qu:i. ck ’Lr’arsrn:Ls:i.c:r’ o.f r:i. ver news and gossip,,

When I at’rived, the talk 1:ocu..-e..d on the blockade. at over 13 ].ogging
sit.e.. by F:’enan men, womem and ch:i. ldren. ’T’hey demanded t.hat, the

other site:s or e,pre.’,ad to ethnic group.s othe Lhan the F::’enan. ma:i. nly
the I<en yah l<ayan and Ke 1 ab i t o’f ’L h e .L..!j!:_..yt.. an d :i. ’L s 1 ongh c:’.,use: s

Rumor had it. that a team o.f tate o.f;icial :Ln<:::lud:i. ng "Khe Miri
Ree,ident (the highest o.F.Ficial :i.n Saraal.:: ’s 4th Divie..:i. on, het’"e ’Lhe
Baram i locat.ed) and repreen’Lative o.F t.he S’La’L’:.e Plann:Lng o.f.F:i.(:::e,
wa .Finally on :i. ts ay ’Lo conside Lhe Penan demands. Although the
team wa rputed to be ympat.lnti(::: t.o t.he Penan n(::) (::ompr’omie wa :Ln
i ght.. ThE F::’erlarl (::)r’ the bl ockade wan’:.ed the :1. c)ggEI’"E (::)Lt (::)’f: al ].
where F’enan hunt .Fish gather .Fr’uits an(::l edible plant.s t.ap w:i. ld

poior’ :ol :l’"e:Ll’" hLzn’:ing (:al"’:5, So{e o.F the blockade ].eader elders
:rom three group,s o: emi-se’Ltled PEnan, (::la:i. med t, hey ould ra’Lher’
die t.han give Ul::, t.heir trugg].e ’Lo mainta:i.n t.heir way o.F li.:e :i.n the

]. an CI

On the other," side, the ’l. ogging cc:)r’’Lrac:tor,,s had a job to c:lo,, ’T’hey wet"’e
only cutting tree: where tl’"sey had been hired t..o; t.hey had chedulte..
and payrolle. ’Lo meet and creditor! tc: sat:i.i!.:y,,

"T’lnere are between 5,00ei and 6,000 Penan in Sat’"awal.::, ac(:::(3r(:.t:Lng t(::)
varioL. et.imate, wi’Lh perhaps an equal number elewhere :i.n the
interior o.f: .:(3r’neo, Mos’. o’f: Sal’"awa::’ I::’t"ar live in ma].l .f:am:i. ly
band i n t he Bar arn d i tr i c t, ’T’h o "=,e’ wh (::) h ave not. e’t’:. "t:. :1. e c:l m(::)ve ever" y
Few weeks when ’Eheir wild sago is used up, go:i. ng ’’:(::) al’"eas where t.lne
eago they le.Ft. several years, be.For’e ha had ’Lime to mat.L.rE,. "T’hey are
among t.he lags’t: true hunter/gat.her.er pe(:)ple remain:i, ng in "t:.he wor’ld’
tr (::)p i c a 1 .F (::)r e e,’L. Bc)r neo s (::)’t:. h er i n d i genou et I"l n i c g r ou I::) s r ec ogn i z e
the F’enan’ un(::lerstanding o the jungle, and ask t.heir’ help in
over.l, and travel an(::l in collect.ing many .Forest pr(::)du(:::t only t.he F::’enan
c an . i nd,

The Penan c:lon’t C:luite .Fit into the government’s development plan.
(]he Miri o-F:Lcial complained ’Lhat :Lt’
t.hem any’[’.hi ng Lhe Peran (::l (::) r’ ’t. .. . any devel opmer’L And they
contl"ibLtte "no’hing" t.o the

F>enan b].c:)ckac:le l eac:ler:!! .From ’Lhe more !ett:l. ed groLl::)e say that they (::1o
not re.ject, al’.L clnange, but insist t.hat i’L must, come voluntarily and
gradL.a].ly. In :aci’. reqL.es’Ls .From tl"lee leadEr’e, have inclu(::led p].eas



’F(:c heath servi(:.".e.s arid r’es(.(mption o,F

F::’en an c: (..( d h ave sc:)me r’ eg L.( 1 a r’ c: c:)r’ t ac: ’’.
t. h e i r .F cr est pr od u(.-. t s or’ sa 1 t (: 1 <:>t h

peciodi(: tra(:.ling events where
with the gc)vernment and trade
and ..’I:, h er th i ngs t. In ey don t.

rhe Pen an s : r" ust r at i c:)n c:)ver’ t he pe rc.: e i ved i nvas i (::n c:).F ’t:. h e i r’ h c:)me

Penan general].y d(: n(::)t have per’manent r’eside.n(zes and do not (:ultvate.

law. H(:wever’. settled agri(::ult.ural l(:ngh(ouse c:(ommunities in t.he. Baram
and "l"utc:)h .L.:.!...!...:. have a].sc. hd prc3blems keeping ].c:,ggirg away r’(::m lar,ds
they c 1 a i m under (: ust c)mar y I a ..(...t......

In theory l(:’gging c:(:n(::essi(.n ar’eas are supposed t.(: exc:lude land
her e an :i. n d i v :i. d ua I (::)r’ 1 (::) n g h (:use (:: cmmun i ’:. y h as e .. L ab ]. i shed use r’ i gh ts

or’ a(ztual title sin(ze Saraak’s land las r’ec(:gnize many aspec:ts c)

tr’aditi c)nal t.er’ur’e systems. Hc:,ever’ Sar’aak s .);...,. gener’a]. I y
developed ar’ound (::onditi(:ns o shi.Fting (:ultivation and Inunting
here c:’.], ear’ed .F i elds are al 1 c:ec’.l ’t;.c: r’eve t. tc jurg].e ’.c:)r ].(:ng per’icc:ls
t.o rebui 1 d theil e’-ti 1 it,/. Latel’", the sec:cndar’y .Fores’(:. i s (:1 eared
again, and ’the .Fie].d :i.s but’ned and c::ultiva’ted.. Pr’c:)b].ems have arisen
in veri.Fying (::ust.omary land right.s be(:ause the st.ate’s land las and
sur’ vey p r’ ::c:: edur’ es r’ e(:: (:g n i z e (::n 1 y r’ i g h t s t. (: 1 and s (:: ur r’ ent 1 y und er’-
(::ultivated or .Fall(: lands t.hat st.ill have .Fruit t.r’ees groing on
them. Fallcw c:yc:le lar’ds her’e a .Fami].y (:r’ longh(::)use has use r’:i. ghts



uncler )c....: are c,0en not. r’eccgnized as private or communal lances..nder" s’. a’t I aws. ’.[ apo I og i z ,I: or ’t: h i s over’ s i mp I i .I: i c a’l’: i on ’l o ’[ hos

.f:c:ul ti veiti on,, "’l"he state I’",a,, taken c:cntr’cl
1 and ". h a’t: n a’t i v (es h ad a umed er’

st a’.e 1 s d e’l= er m i ne to b (: vac: an ’t. Muc: h o.t: ’= h i s 1 and h as r" (:: (= en ". 1 y
been g i ven ou,:. i n 1 c)n g :. er" m ’t:. :i. mb er" c onc ess i on s, Somet i mes ’l’:. h :.::, 1 ogg i ng
c ompan i es ’t: h .. m =e 1 v (es p r’ ov cl (e c:: ompen sa ’t’:. i on .1= o n .,:ar by 1 ong I’ ouses hen
:.l"[y mov(:: i r’:.(::) an r"(.::, "t:.o .:vci d pr’ob 1
P m(.:en ". s o.: c: a h and good s o. ’t= (.:.,n go cl i r" (.:.:(= t: 1 y to ’t:. h e I’" o..s(: (.:.: 1 cl (.:e r’ or"

(=ompani. to make suc:h pwments, l’t:.hough th::ry are :i. nc:r’e:singlw

D..".,,p a r" ’:. men’t: at, d ’t: h (e ex ’. r’ em(e 1 y 1 ong p r" o(= ess n :.c essar’ y ’t: o v (.st- i .F y 1 eg a ’.1.

d i rr,ed und:r" x.d...::.. unle::.s t’.hey are upgener a 1 1 y n o’l= s... r’ v: y .. d 1 an (= 1 a
or’ ". i mber" (:: on :: (.:ess i on s or" i . "t:. h e st at e an .1= s .1= o :. a I.:: (e ’t:. h m .F or’

CI EV ]. C)) fll2 F’l ’[’: I::) i’" C) .j ’2 C: ’] ! OV’: I’" I" i C:I i I"1 g C:: L.I !.t Om:" y F" i }h c) I"" i : ". h 1’" .:(, + r"

E he Dmp .’" ’. men’t:. o.t: I n .t: or’ ma’E i on an agen c: y r’ mspon s i b 1 e : (::) r’ ex p 1 a i n :i. n g
gover’nmen’E po2 i (::y :(: "Elne I::ubl (::) .Fr’eely adrn’E’l’:ed ’Eha’E ’t:l"s has
r’ .:u 1 "t:. ed i n 1 c:)g ger’ s s’t: a E i n g c:)r’ :: on 1 and c:: 1 a i r’(::l by a c: c:)mmur’ i ’t:. y

thou’E t he c: ommun i ’E y ever" b e ng i n .t: (:)r med "E h at ’E s ..’t;. r" i g h "t:. s h ac:i
been "ex’E ngu shed. NIn 1 e new ’El tuber’ (:::on(::essi(::)ns mus’t: be publ i l"ed
i n ’t:. h .:. s’E at .: g a z’. e’t: t e, .: e:,w I::) ’: (::)P 1 . i n ’i’: he r’ .:mo’E e ar as wh,r e 1 (::) g g i n g i s
now beginning have any ay to keel::) ’Era(:::: o.t: s..(::h t:hings.

g e..ner" a 1 1 y wan ’t: .1= o I::, e i cl en t:. i .(= i ed i n a n (.:e :s: 1 e’l.: .-.. (.:er T’ I" r e (. n (:ngov (:: r" n men ’:
wof :: :.:r’ s i n Mar’ u(::l :i. n o’t:. ;.!.h y :i. I" p o :i. n’l;:. :i. n g c:.Lvl:. :i. mi::) a(::: ’t’:. s (::..: 1 ogg i n g (::.r ’’:. h e.
!:.J...I.I:....L er’e H;a r’ r’ :i. :!:,or’ I’,lg a t.t an (::1 ’Th (::)ma s J a 1 ong c: c:)n !.;e:,r’ va:. i c:,n an c:l ":. r :i. I::) a 1
r" i g h t:. s or" I.:: er’ s a ;.,. s(:. (:: i a’t’. ed i ’E h Sah ab a t’. A 1 am Ma 1 ays i a F’ r’ i en cl s o. ’t: h e
Ear" t’. h an c:l Ev (e 1 yn ’..:.:, H(::)n g an an ’t:. h r’ (::1:) (::. 1 og :i. :.,..; t h c:, s e. r’ (.:.:.. (::: en t’. c: r :i. t’. i Clue (::..:
Sarawak s’b.yl e 1 and devel opmer’,t’., .N....::..:...x.Lf(.:.f.!!: !;: Earawak Surv:i val :i. n
Bor’ n e(:) is Van i sh i n (.:1 I::: (:. r’ (.:..: s’t’ s i -; r a [.:’., i c:l 1 y I::) e.:.:, c: c:)m i n g a b e.,,:::.’t .se 1 1 :.:.: r" J a 1 c:)n g
and Hong h ad .j u :s’t:. ,- e’t: u r’ n (.::..,d . r’ om a ’.:. wo w(::.. . k .j (:.u r’ n (.’.e y .1= r.::) L.i 1 t. Bar’ am ’:x n c:l
!:.J....1...L..!.. T’utoh., whe..:.r’.:. the:,y me’t:, wi "t:.h F’e’..:rar’, axncl ]. c)r’ghc:,t.s::..:, I::) e:".".’ C: l::’., ]. e (K(:nyah,
Kayan, and Ke 1 ab i ’1".. i n b 1 (:)(:: k ade at’ ea is an cl win e’" (.:.. ’.1. (:.g g i ng was .j u.st
b ec.;i i n n i ng.

I:r(:.vi :.=.i on in ::,,:..’.r’awak s I:::’or’e:’(.. 0r’(:.ti nan(::r..:. "Elna’t:. al 1 (::)ws c:c.mmuri’t:.i r...:,s
c:]. ai ruing 1 and under’ ;i’.i’.....c.;[.#i...t.’.:. tc:) t:’.,.:.:, gr’an’t:.ecl "Cc:,mmL.ri ’’:.y F:c’.,r’e:,st’.s, "Tl’",i s
g i ves ’l: h e c: r.:mmun i "l:. y ]. (.:,.g a 1 (:’: c)n ’t: r’ o 1 and use. r’ i g h i:. s c".,v e f: or’ .:.., s’t:. 1 an cl s as
1 c:)n g as ’E hey t, i 1 1 n (:: t. b e u !.; .:.. c:l .F: c:,r c: ommr:::, r’ c: i a 1 1 og g i n g. But’. ’E h e.’... ’E o t’. ,’a 1
amoun ’: (:).: d ...., i q n ,.’a ’1:(.::(:.t Communi ’:y l:::’(:.r’e.st:. 1 and i n Sar’awak has a(::’t:u,:::l 1 y
:a].le.",.r in r(.:..c..en’t:.’::, year,:::..... I’,.Ig/:..xu and Jalc)ng, ,,,1"o I.::(..:.:,e.l::)’l:.r’ac::k (:::,-: ’t:.h:.:o.: Communi ’:y I:::’or’(...:.:s’l= app 1 i ca’l: i (:.’)rs i n !.....!.’.l:.... Bar’am anti U1 u "’lu’.c.l"’, I",’....’,./.:::
’: (:.und ’t: h a :. o.f: a’l".. 1 ea s’t: 1 ’.;) a !::’ P 1 i r.:: a ’’:. i on s .f: or C’,omm...t n i ’t:. y I:::o r’ (.: s’[:. s b y



Fr.’rmal request.s and pleas by nearby c::olr,munities.

When I asked an o.F.Fi(:’.’iait, ot:" the State Plann:i. ng :.f.fi::e (whic:h is under
(::: 1 c:se c:: c:n ’(’:. r o 1 (::’f: t. h e Ch i e.f: M i n :L st er how dec: i s i (::n s ar e made (::n

"l’hat.’s agranting Community I:::’orest stat.us, he answered c:andidly,
":dec:ision made upstair=, cn t.he ,::.Jd .Flocr’. (There s no 32 st.cre

c: ommun :i. t i es c:,r used by ’L. h e F:’en an w i 1 1 aver t ec: : 1 c; i c: a 1 and scc:, i a’.l.
disater in ’L.he :,.;.,...,.. "l"hey exp:l.an ’L.hat even ,’"eplac:rg subsistenc:e in

padi and c:ash c:r’cp e.,:t..at, e (plantation) schemes (state ::lnners ideal
o.F what. tc: do wth .::rest.s t.hat, have been logged cr c:ultivated ’:c t.he

them, Population growt.h c:c:mbined with logging on lands ’L.hat may be
c:lamed by loc:a <::ommunities has pushed sh.Fting <::ultvti<:n nt<
c:ontric:ted areas, and shc:rtened .{:allow c:yc:les ’L.c: ’L.he pc:int where the
Fertility <:.F land is not restored b.FOl"e t must be <::ut again or’ mo
mature c: 1 d .{: c: r’ est must be c: 1 ear’ ed. Rec: ent Dep a r’ t. ment o Ag r’ i c:: u 1 t. u !’" e
<.=’=,.=L.mate.s have .Found that. abcut a quarter o all land in Sarawak h
been under c: u 1 ’L. :i. vat i c:n at. ome p <:: i n t, As c:n e ;...=..L T’utoh oman

"Let the <overnment sh<:w us h<w to <:3w theseexplained to me later
C) r’l C)L.rc:a...f c:rc:ps c:wn land, I: there s pro.Fit in it maybe we 11

convel E some o.: our land curselves."

Between Marudi and I...ong Terawan wer’e another .eew dczen logging camps,
many qui’L.e large and adjac::ent ’L.c: lc:nghouses, All the c::amps appeared
ac:tive and many c the boat’s passengers wer’e returning t,:l them

parts, transist.or radios, T.V.s, and quite a .ew gui’Ears.

I was sur’prised i’.c t:ind ’L’.hat I....crg "’r’erawar, the last lorghcuse be.fore
Mulu National Park is new built all at once and painted aqua much
like a row c:: urban shc)phc)uses. ’T’here is no tradi’Lic)nal icnghcuse
gallery and the place appeared largely deserted.

Mc:thers sister’s brc)ther’s and cc:)usins c:).F some c:): the people whc:) had
been on the boat .:rom I...(ng Panai came cut ’L.c0 chat while a .few o.f us
at’ranged :or anot.l’er boat to "Lake us up the Melinau River’ tc:) the
park. ’T’hey t(:ld me t.hat the (::(:mmunity’s old lorghouse had been inside
the bc)r’ders c:).F Lhe par"k and that they had been relcc:at.ed :ter th
park was des&gnated. &n 1974. Few men a(:tuatly lived .ull t&me &n Lhe



new longhouse. "l"hey wer’e away t.er’c:ling swidder", :ields or bu:i.].d:i, ng
individual houses near’ them. Many o.F t.he young men wor’ked in ’Lhe Miri
oil inc:lustry, ar’d a .few worked :(:: Lhe newly ar’r’ived logging
companies. Since Long Terawan people know parts o.f the park better
t.han anyore but. the Penar, many have been hir’ed as park employees.

Above Long "Terawan, the Tutoh River’ narrows and clear’s, t.he air’
:ools, and the .fr’esh sc:en’t:.s of the rain{or’est r’eplac:e ’t:.he pungent,
burnt, downriver" odors. S(:rubby sec:ondary for’est, gives way .1:o old
st.ands o4: butt.r’ess-r’oot tr’ees alter’hating w:i. th lush swidden 4:ields.

My companions in the new 3oat (t.lqis time t.he size o.F an American
canoe with one 25-hor’sepower’ outboar’d) (:ommented on the river’ level,
and seemed delighted that it. was high. As I wondered why ther’e were
no logs in the water if ther’e was so muc:h new logg:i, ng in the ar’ea,
the reason became abrul,3tly clear, !!..’.a...Li...!......



River, I counted 1:3 rapids that only a mania(: would attempt to mount
in Americ:a, and then only wit.h air’bags life jackets and he.lmet
Between rapid.s the other pa!Beng.ers poirlt(/.C out flew logging r’oads
along the r’idges on either’ side o: the river’ The hillsides near’ t.he
older portions already showed gu11.ies. But the river water remained

I spent the next week in Mulu and its surroundings. (]nly the
southwest cor’ner of the park .i.s accessible by r’iver or established
trail,, Park staf rely on Penan and Long Terawan expertise to find
their way in the rest o the par’k.

Mike Meredith, a British warden who parti(zipated in several o. the
exploratory expedit.ions vhen the par’k was established, explained t.hat
staff ere urgently re-sur’veying and marking park borders because
logging was appr’oaching c:)n all. sides. Commer’cial logger’s had
"mistakenly" cut well within the park’s border on several occasions
claiming to have seen no marker’s.

The best thirg about the park is its wildness. All visitors are
requ.ired t.o be ac:icompanied by au’t:.hor’ized guic:les as muc’.h to keep them
From gettirg lost as to protect the park. I spent the next .Few days
climbing a portic)n o: Mt. Mulu (until it got t.oo muddy for’ my very
amateurish boots) and explor’ing some o the park’s spectacular" caves.
(5ar’aak’s Natioral Parks may be t.he topic of the .Future newsletter’.)
The group accompanied by our guide Laing Ang as happy to see some
of his favor’ite places in t.he par’k here e spotted six di::er’ent
(irdi o’F horlbi i Is Bl’d l’.mcerot.iB vrr’i(ti of bit. I b#as iIso glad
For an excuse to leave the par’k arid mount mor’e Tutoh r’apids to L.org
"Feraan favorite fishing spots here even I lear’ned ho to cast a
eighted fishing net. much to ever’yone s amu...,emer:..

We visited some of the oldest permanent F.’enar settlements Batu
Bungan and Long Iman on t.he ay bac:k .Fr’om :ishing. I had been told
in Marudi that both settlemerts ere "troubled", L.aing as a fr’equent
visitor and had learned much of the Penan language as a child
visiting these settlements wit.h his fat.her to t.rade,

Both settlemer’ts appear’ed to have an enc:)r’mous number" o.F ver’y young
children. Batu Bungan appear’ed to be entir’ely women chi],dr’en and
very old men, The young men er’e o,F hunting, But the men er’e ver’y
much present at L.ong Iman,, We learn that a logging road had been
cc.)mpleted to a point just above the village a .(’.e eeks beore and
residents understood that. the neighboring forest would soon be cut.
"T’he manager’ o.f: t.he new logg:i, ng camp dc:’,n t.he road was c::c:)ming t.hat.
afternoon wit.h some workers t.o discuss grievan<:::es with the Penan.

I thought we should leave t.he village befor’e t.hey ar’r’ived, due t.o
high sensitivity in the Bar’am about .Foreigners involtved in Penan
i s"’.+ue.-""..,. Br’uro Ianer’ a ,.-..,iss art.ist i’(:h a long e>cp.ir’eci vi:,’:’.. i s
living ith t.he Penan or t.he last. three years and is reput.ed t.o have



.in(:ited the logging bloc:kades. Air.hough peow.I.e who have met him say

he may have suggested c:oordinat.ed nonviolent act:ion against logging

to several Penan groups he :i.s (::er’tainly not "orc::hest.r’ating" the

blo(:kades, as initially suggested by the Sav’awak pr’ess. At this

point, his reee oes a great dea’,l, to disc::rec:lit ’the bloc::kades as

a "legitimate" r’esponse.

Nca one eemec:l to m:i. nd our’ presenc::e though, as long as I dic:l not tr’y
’= take p$c:tur’es once the loggers arrived. Four" bee.Fy Ch:[nese men
c:ame down .f:r’om the c:amp, ar’mec:l with a c::ouple o.f: hunt.:i, ng r":i..f::l.e wh:i.c:h
they le.et, pr’opped beside t.l",e I=’enan b’.l. owpipes below t.he hal.e t:inished
building wher’e the meeting t.ook 131ac::e. I....a:i. ng and I also stayed below
with a group o.{: young Penar men .{:r’om other’ ar’eas who had (::ome to see
what would happen, l....aing loosely tr’anslated the shrill-pit.c::hec:l
proceedings iRto a Iixture o.{: English and Malay. Nhile vir’tuatly the
entir’e settlement at.tended t.he meeting, only old men spoke, c:)ne a.f:t.er’
another. (I never +ound ouvL i{ anyone was ’Eranslating +or the
logger’s, but pr’esumably this was happening qu:i. etly above,,)

The men were angry at the loggers .for not telling them the road was
c:oming. ’l"hey wer’e a+r’aid t.he r’oad and log skids would c.ause
landslides. "l"hey wanted to slnow t.he loggers the&r .Fruit. trees, her’bs
r’oots the r’attan the omen c:ollec::t and her’e the b:i.r’ds and .{:ish

live. "l’hey asked i.{: the logger"s (:ould (:ut t.rees wit.hour but’ling tlnese
’t.hings. Theywar’ned that i.e any o.{: them were damaged, the {::ommun:i. ty
would ask the loggers +or’ compensation,, I.{: mor’e bir’ds, boars, and
+ish disappear’ed .{:r’om the ar’ea bec::ause o.{: the noise o4: mac::hines and
the soil in the water’, t.he sett. lement would demand {:ompenation. I
the logger’s c:uvt, one lor’e tree wit.hoLvL pr’omising t.o pr’ot.ec:t these
things the people o. I...olqg Irar’ wo{..{ld bloc:k Lhe r"oad to the rew



logging camp. The Ic:gger’s seemed ’L’.c them ser’ic:usly. The c::amp manager
said in Malay that he cculd n:t, pr:mise anything ithcu’l: .:ir.st
talking ’t:.c) his bc:’ss, A:ter’ a c::c:uple c:.: hc:ur’s ther’e as a pause,,

Ieaked i nt.( t.he b()t.t)m, B()th (:.e the tree ki 1 (:) :.:...!;....a...r.:l :..q;!.f.’....!3...,. Saravak’s
state .:ish, we]’"e gne..)

Bac:k in Marudi, .11 had (: r::, .{: .{: ee with Mike Mer’edit.h .{:r’(:.m the par’k and

Penan r.:n t.he bl(::c:kades :ur’ther’ upr’iver’. ’T’hey seemed cptimistic that.
the stat( la be able to set side a la"le al’"ea (: .("est hel( th
Penan (:ould live .:r’eely and Ic:gging (:uld be pr’(:h:i, bited,, "T’her’e wer’e

ar’ eas i n :,.!..,. Bar" am and ,.!..,. "T"ut oh th at. h ad r" :t. yet been 1 i c: ensed, and

be made s(:::n in Ku(::hing t.he stat.e :::apitcl.

Onc:e the state gua"an’l:.eed a da’t:e hen i’t: ’.uld respnd tc the Penan
the leader’s (:.{: t.he blce::kades .:r’c:m three set.tlements agreed t.o al Ic::,
icggers t: m(:ive already cut. l(:gs cut o. t.he c:amps and tc allc3
logger’s t.c (::::me ar"d gc r’eely as Ic:ng as n(: ne t.r’ees ar’e .Felled,, ’T’he
m(ratorium wi I I last. ’t:.w( when a (:le(::isic:n (:n t.he Penan demands
i s ex p e(::: t. ed .I: r" :m I<u c:: h i ng.

Nc c:)ne kn(::)ws hat. wi :I. :I. happen,, But. the :i, nc::i c:lents (::),: c:)ppc:)si ti c:)n

wh(:lesale l<:gging <:ver the past. month, espec:i, ally during t.he Sta’l:e
Assemb :I, y e I ec:: t i (::)r’ (:: amp a i g n seem t, <:: h ave p r’ c:)m(::’t: ed .: r’ eer’ d i scuss i c:r’) (::,l:
.F und ament a I quest i (::)n ,... <:)n t he ex t en t t <: h i c h t i mb er’ i n t. e’" e’,".=’, s sh (:u I d
in:luenc::e state p(::)li(::y. Develc:pment plar’)ning and land use dec:isic)ns
may make the di.eren<::e between maintaining viable t, raditic)nal li.{:e
and r’equir’ing r’adical changes in the r’elatic:)nship c many ::....,b! pec)ples
to their envir(:nment. "l"he g<overnment’s response t< the Penan ill be
a test c).{: the extent ’:.c) hic:h it is willing t.c) r’ec:(3gnize tr’aditicnal
.orest rights hether (:r not they are emb
state land laves in t.he :ac:e c:).{: c::(::)mmer’c::ial Ic:)gging pr’essure,,
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Borneo Bulletin
State Slams the
Penan ’pirates
SARAWAK’s State Secretary, Datuk Haji Bujang Nor,
this week accused the timber-blocking Penans of "be-
having like pirates."

"The ovemmen:
iS being h.ld to ra 91’ government officials

led by the Mlri Divisionsore," he ltd in an Re.dent Enclkinterview with the Stephen Jussen, andBulletln. Penans whose block-

dtthe adeshad kevtdoerm of
tLmbe.r pinned

nlstratio would not,lt in thetr camps for over
the Penaus pushth month.
too far. The native gave the
TI government logger 15*day

prepared go listen to prleve and lifted mad
blocl acxo routesthe nonc Penan leading to the Laytmand the blnet would

be eallod 1 give final timber camp, allowin
deelton le he logs to be transported
111o!. lownver.

Blockades remainedBut would I road leading totaken if gl gvern- two other caml inmerit lo lt patience
with natives. Ltmbang although

attempl to seek selThe Secretary tlement expectedaccused te natlvea of
gakin law into The Penans havetheir (n hanck by ld they willblockading timber all blockade when theamps in8arawaFs ul 15-day deadline expiresulu Lira- tl week.

Datuk Bangeaid hepolice have will call meeting ,ofto take action if they government officialsdefy government study the findings ofattempta go resolve the the Miri Resident.problem," he said. "After that, willThe deadlock
broken fortnight ago submit ’ecom-

mendations to theafter to-day meeting State cabinet for final
decision."
No decision like-

ly though, before the
end of the truce period.
The Miri Resident

would be sent back to
inform the natives that
the government would
communicate with
them
Datuk Bang said

the government

Y

breakln immigration

also hoping to rules by over-staying.
similar truce with the "The idea to oppose
Penans who have loggers must have been
blocked timber opera- planted by Bruno Man-

set, but he alone couldtions in ulu Limbang. not have achieved all
"Both the Miri and that has taken place,"

Limbang Residents Datuk Bujang said.
asked to talk to "There must have

the Penans, but I’m
still waiting to hear also been help from

from the Limbang educated locals."

end." Datuk Bujang The State Secretary
said although the

said.
The final decision Penans led simple lives,

had to from the they deman-

cabinet because the cling money from tim-

Penans’ demands in- bet companies,

cluded end to log- able to write "beautiful
letters in English" and

ging and the creation of knew ow. other
forest natives being
"’They have been pensated by logging

given the idea that the companies elsewhere.
forest belongs to them "I have feeling
and that whoever else will be-
works in there must nefit from this and not
obtain their permis- the Penans," Datuk
sion," Datuk Bujang Bujang added.
said. The Penans say log-
He suspected there grog" has destroyed

group of people their hunting grounds
stirring up the natives and timbermen have
besides Bruno Manser, bulldozed their way
the Swiss artist who through their home-
has been living with the lands running bu-
Penans since 1984. rial grounds.

Govt wary of provoking clash with Penans

Police go easy in
hunt for Manser
byGEORGE KANAVATHI "The police not the police have been not respond, study them. pursue

scared, but wary that if cautious all along, but The government their theses and otherFEARS of bloody they force their way the fact remains that could not allow illegal academic exercises,"clash with the Penans into the jungle, the the amnesty granted to immigrants to remain he said.have stopped Sarawak Penans, who have been Manser by the govern- in Sarawak, the State "It’s ridiculous thatgovernment moving protecting Manser, merit is over," he said. Secretary said. they don’t want theagainst Bruno Man- may retaliate." The government And foreigners Penans to progress likeThis could lead to the lier this year said that if being barred from all other communities,"closed.Set’Datuk Bujang dis-
loss of innocent lives if Manser left the tering the troubled he added.the Penans try, action would be Baram and Limbang"But reluctance caught between the taken against him. But in they Problems affectingto act must not be police and Manser, specific grace period joined Manser. the Penan tribe, he saidsign of weakness," Datuk Bujang said. mentioned. The government, would only be solved ifhe warned. "This explains why If Manser however, did not know they changed their

arrested, he would be of any other Europeans Lifestyle.
dealt with like any involved in similar acti- As long theyother illegal immigrant, vities in Sarawak. tinue their foragingDatuk Bujang said. Datuk Bujang said he habits it would be diffi-The Swiss fugitive had received appeals cult to bring them intocould also be charged from organisations in the main.tream ofwith inciting the Switzerland, Australia progress.Penans if there and the United States.
pie evidence, he added, for the State Govern- Datuk Bujang said
The State Govern- merit to stop logging to government resettle-

meht had earlier the survival of ment efforts had not
sought the help of the the Penans. been successful simply
Swiss Embassy go to "’Foreigners want the because the Penans
get Manser out of Sara- Penans to stay where not prepared to
wak, but Manser did they that they lead settled lives.


