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Dear Feter;

My stay at Bayt al Rabu'i -- the highland village
I reported on in the previous newsletter -- has be=n cut a bit
short. .

As you know, the West Uermans had let me stay at
their Al Boun agricultural project when I was visiting the village.
A Yemeni Ministry of Agriculture officisl co-manages this project
with the German director. I had a talk with this Yemeni official
on January 29. He made it plain he didn't want me staying there
anymore. He said the project was a government installation and ''not
a research centasry.'’

He didn't =actually order me out. But he requested that
I produce letters of permission from various goverament offices.
This would have sent me off on a lengthy and probably futile paper
chase, I didn't want to spvend my remaining time in Yemen collecting
signatures in Yemeni government offices,

I can still visit the Mudahar family in Bayt al Rabu'i.
OCne-day excursions via taxi from ®ana'a will be no problem. But I
now don't have a place to stay at night for multi-day visits.

I had done nothing to a&ngsr this Yemeni official., In
fact, I had made z point of keeping out of his way. But apparently,
this man saw me as a potential threat. Getting rid of me was a kind
of tidying-up operation.

The Yemeni Ministry of Agriculture is in the process
of tsking over Al Boun from the Germans., This official is in charge
of the operation. Many of the Germans are unhappy about the situation.
Tension between the two groups is running high.

The Yemeni takeover comss 28 no surprise o the Germaans.
The Al Boun projsct was established in the late 19703 on the
assumption that the Yemenis would eventually assume full contnol.
But until this psrticular Yemeni official came along about two
months ago, the Yesmenis lacked strong lesadership.

Now the Yemenis have leadership and the Germans are
in retreat. The bitternsss comes from a clash in philosophy. The
Germans snd Yemenis simply don't agree on what the Al Boun project
should be doing.

The Germans have been running two programs a2t the station.
They have a team of Egyptian and “udanese extension agents who
provide advice to local farmers. They also conduct agricultural
regearch at the station. They test new varieties of seed and fertilijer.
These estperiments ars known as ''trials,''

Kenneth Cline is a Village Reporting Fellow of the Institute
studying peasant life in North Yemen
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Because 30 many men are working in the Gulf countries,

particularly in Saudi Arabia, women in the Al Bawn
sgion have assumed many of the heavy farm duties.

Dhls women is operating a maharr, za device for “r“axlng

up large clods of earthe.

The Yemenis have nevar seen the value of research,
at least at this project. [he Germans have another acrlcultural
project in the south, near Taiz. If you have to do r-s-arch
why not do all of £t there? the Yemenis ask. The Germans polnt out, to
no avail, that climatic conditions are diffsrent in the faiz
arsa, Crops suitable for Taiz are not necassarily suitabls for
the mors arid a4l Bawn.

dlthough they will »robably kzep ¢ £
programn, the Ysmenis are qal+1ng aarlcul+ural rege rc- at al
Boun. Instead, They ars going to do what they have always wanted
to do at the project -— produce high-value crops for ths market
te aarn acney for The zovernment. :

. fruit trees play a mujor role in %this straqsg,.
Ths Yemenis ars dbusily ﬁlan ing various xinds of fruit trzoes
on the land the Uermans had been using for Srials. The Zarman
station manager came back from his Christmas holiday in Germany
to discover that the Temenis had plowed up ais potato trials.

The Germans are dubicus about the fruit ftree
project. Fruits do command a high »rice in She market. But they
2120 require intensive watering and carefull cultivation. Large
3cal2 fruit Tree cultivation might not be cost 2ffective -for
this part of Ysman.

But the Yemenis don't have to worry too much about
costs., The German taxpayer continues to foot most of the Al
Boun bill.

With all this sturm und drang (storm and fury)
going on at Al Boun, I was kind of a loose cannon rolling

around on the dack. I am not sursnrised thz 7smenis would want
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and cordurocy Jacket. But when hﬂ WOTKS3
the fields, nhe usually wears traditiona
clothing, =3 hers.
me out of tThs way.
I am now rasviawing my optionsg, Tryiang to
what to do next.
In the meantims, I hopa This aotuou”rL of
will ti2 up 3ome loose =2nds 1l=2ft dangling in crevious
I, Znglish Liezsons
It came s bit lata, dut I sesm to nave °
vetter method of Teaching Yahya scme Znglish.
I had obeen working with Yahya ~-- the
in the Mudahar family -- since the beginning of
= l sh alphabet,
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We weren't making much progress. I knew Yahya,
as a bright boy.
Cn Jznuary 13, I began a three-day visit to Bayt al
iidn't try to Teach Yahya much
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ali, left, and Abdullah, rlght narvestlng local varl-tv
wheat on a non-irrigated fisld. They are using a small
hand-h=1d sickle known as a mahshash to cut the whsat,

Znglish. I had brought from Sana'a a couple of Supermsn comic
books -~ the irabic version iz printed in Lebahon -- zand was
curiocus to asee his reaction. '

It seems boys are the same the world over. Yahya
is crazy about Superman. He used his strongest positive adjective,
muntaz goeautl;ul) to describe the comic books. He procasded %o
Tead €ach one from covsr to cover.

Monhamed, an ll-year old boy who lives next door, csme
by after lunch. A shy boy with black curly hair, Mohamed 3e=ms :o
e 3 bit short for his age, =2ven by Ysmani 3tandavds. for that
reason, =2nd also to dl‘fﬁr-ntlate him from Tahya's older brother
Mohamed, I ¢all him Mohsmed Sagir (ulutla Mohamed ) .. , :

Monamﬂd 3azir iz 1in the 11lth grzde at ths Agscat
srimary school. He reads quite well, a3 I had noticed iur'ng
2is frecuent visits to the ludahar mufraj.'I nanded hinm a2 cony
cf 3a’d, an Arabic children's nagagine. 3ut lMohamed showed more
inter<st in Yahya's Superman comic'books.

The aext afternoon, I tried to nudge Vahya into
zoing over some zZnglish latters. 3But he N«S in one of ais »eriodic
ayperactive moods. He could not concentrate. He and uonamnd Sagir
3pant most of the afternosz Tooling around ia the mufr

Tanya made a paper pinwhael and ran up and down the
room with it. Mohsmed worked with an 0ld nisce of carbon »naper
Jo draw a picture of a truck. The two o7 them sngagsed in .a wresitling
match.

Around 4 p. m., Yanya's father Abdullah pokad 2is
qaad in the door. Yahya had heard him coming and was nretendlng
to study his daftar (notebook). Mohamed and I were sitting on
2ither side of Yahya. :

abdullah sat next to lMohamed. He did not look pleased.



Yahya's oldest brother lMohamed harvesting wheat.

'"'"Yahfham Inglizi (does he understand Znglish)?''
Abdullah asked me, nodding to Yahya.

''Swaya, swaya (some§ '* T replied.

Abdullah reached for a Cerelac (French powdered
milk) can sitting nearby and handed it to Yahya. He told Yahya
to read the label.

Yahya put on a poor performance, stumbling over
most of the letters in ''Cerelac.'' I wss quite smbarrassed.

The only thing that saved Yahya from utter humiliation
was the timely appearance in the mufraj of Bushra, one of the
family's young children. Bushra toddled over to us making funny
noises, Abdullah played with her a bit, which took Yahya off the
hook.

when Abdullah had gone, I drilled Yahya on the letters
A-H, His mind was more focussed now. But he had a lot of troubls
remembering ''Z.'' This is a typical problem for Arabs trying to
lesrn English. Arabic has three vowel markings, but no vowel lattems.
Arabs tend to write English as they write Arabic -- using conscnants
only. .
Mohamed Sagir, who was peeking over Yahya's shoulder,
had an #asier time remembering ''E.'' when Yahya faltersd, Mohamed
popped in with the right answer. This was strange., I had never given
Mohamed any instruction in itnglish. But I found he could repeat
A-H in the correct order, and even write most of the letters. iHe
learnad all that just by listening to Yahya and me.

That set me to thinking later that evsning. Was Mohamed
Sagir unusually bright, orswhat? It occurred tc me that llohamed
was simply sxercising a common Arab tralt -- a good memory.

Teaching methods in the aArab world have always relied
on rote memorization. In the old-style Islamic schools, students
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Thr=e Bayt al fabu'i v1llagers standing in a gat terrace.
They have been harvesting some lesaves for personal use,

lesrned to recite parts of the Kcran from mempry.
I live near 3 primary school in Sana'a. Zvery
morning, I can hear the students chanting out-their lessons
in singsong fashion. Maybe I should use this technique with
Yahya. I had been giving him the names of the letters and their
sound squivalents and expected him fto work through the material
on his own. Maybe I should spend more time on memory drills.
The above thoughts came to me later that =vening.
In the meantime, the afternocon continued on itz sorry courss.
after Yahya got bored with the Znglish lessons, he
and Mohamed went back to their roughousing. I felt like 3 romper
room monitor as I sat there and watched the two boys ftumbling
among the mufraj blankets and cushions. e
They made an 2ffort to De discrset. Every so often,
one of them would go to the door or window and 1li: ten for
Abdullah's footsteps. de was sitting in the front yard, on the
other side of the mufraj's south wall, feeding a cow. ie must
hava neard a good bit of this commotion.
- It didn't makes me fsel any betTer that Yahya ait
a rock while driving me back to the German sroject in the
hamlly 3 Loyota Land Cruiser truck. e was Ifseling very *Yubcrﬁnt
ana was singing at the top of his voice, Dr1v1ng svVen more
scklassly than usual, he didn't see the large rock a1UULng in
the dirt Srack. o ,
. The three of us, Tahya, Lonamea, and me, apent tThe
xt 20 miputes changing the flat tire. we wers hurrying to
nish before the sun went down. :
I was reluctant to show uD at The house the next
day. Would abdullah be irked about the insffective English
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Three girls from the village of Kawkabam, about 50
kilometers northwest of Sana'a. They are sitting next
to a cistern carved out of the rock. Before dissel
pumps became common in the countryside, most Yemeni
villagers used thése cisterns to collect rainfall for
drinking and washing purposes.

lessons? Would the family blame me for the flat tire?

I needn't have worried. Everyone was as friendly
and hospitable as wver the next day. But when it came time for
English lessons, I was determined to exercise some discipline.

' '"Nadrus Ingllz1 (we study mnbllsh)," I told Yanya
after lunch. ‘I let him know by my tone of voice that I did not
mean momkin (maybe) either.

He got the message and worked nard. I drlllﬂd him
on the letters using the memorization technigue. Only after he
had gotten the names of the letters and their sounds fixed in
his mind did I have him write out the symbols.

I noticed an immediate improvement on this afternoon
and during a subsequent visit. By the time of our last session,
January 29, Yahya could make his way from A to Z, spcken and
written letters, with few problems. He still had trouble with
the vowels ''I'' and ''U'' and the consonant ''M,'' which he
confused with ''N,'

But he took the initiative in trying to svell out
gsome simple Bnglish words I had taught him. I was quite pleased.

Belatedly, I have discovered that a littles discipline
and memory drilling goes a long way with Yahya.

Looking back over the last three months, I have to
admit I haven't taught Yahya much English. He will probably forget
a lot when I disappear from the scene.

But when he begins attending preparatory school
(grades 7-9) in two years, Yahya should sprint past his
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classmates in the Znglish lessons.
I expect Mohamed Sagir will do pretty well also.

II. The Water Tank Problam-

Monamed, the “udana family's =21ldest 3on, qad askad
me in Novamber For a=2lp in getting the village a water tanke.
Bayt a2l dabu'i has a well sump, oubt no Lank for storing thu W

Mohamed knew that the Americans built wate To
in 7amen, 30 he askad me check with the American embassv Joo
ting Bayt al Rabu'i a water tank.

I takixed to a Yameni official of IransCentury Corp.
ransCentury is owned by the Un1+ed otates Agency for International
lopment (USAID) and builds the UQAID watar “IOJ‘CVB in Yemen.
This official told me Mohamed would have to gat a
i¥ion together, nave the v1llagers gign if and then 3ubm1t it
o the !Ministry of Fublic Works. -
I was surprised at how ‘asu lMohamed got moving on Jnla.
The meeting with the TransCentury official Beek place at the beginning
of January. By the middle of the month, Mohamed had talksd an
Egyptian schoolteacher into writing up the petition, collacted
signatures from the villagers, and taken the paper to “ana'a,
whers he turned it ovsy to the ministry.

411 well and good -- axcept that he didn't follow

the correct. procedur

: The TransCentury off131al nad given me detailed
instructions on how to move the petition through the bureaucracy.
Mrst, it had to be signed by the head of the Local Development
Association in the Amrsn area. The governor of Sana'a province had
to 3ign it as well.

Cnce the signatures had been collected, lMohamed
was to submit one copy of the petition to the ministry and one
to TransCentury. If the ministry dragged its feset on the matter,
TransCentury might be abls to speed things up.

, .I explained all these points to juss*1n, an English-
speaking relative of Mohamed's living in Sana'a. Hussein wrote =
out the instructions in arabic. I delivered the lastter to lMohamed.

: comething zot lost in all the translating back and
forth. Mohamed took the Détlulan, without any signatures, au*alfﬁt
to the ministry. v ,
Vhat naprens nsxt is anybody's guess. Paparwork nas
2 way of disavpearing into Zsmeni ministrizs. I have heard of
foreig Zners losing their passports in the jowazat (immigration
office). ;

ilszo, it i3 well known that political considerations
»lay 3 major rols in determining which villages zet which
imrnrovements,
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IIT. Rumors of War, Part Two

Details on the North Yemehi/Saudi Arabian border
skirmish that supposedly took place at the begignning of January
remain 2lusive,

There were some wild rumors floating:around Psna'a
last month., People talked about hundreds of Saudi-employed
Pakistanil mercenaries killed and capbured in the fighting.*

The Yemeni and ~audi media never szaid a word about
any of this. 3ut Arabic papers in Egypt and Cman apparently got
wind of scomething going on.

Knowledgeable foreigners here are sure only that
there was some sort of government to government confrentation
on North Yemen's northern border, and that this involved za bit
of shooting. Casualties were probably light.

Whatever actually happened, it is now clear that it
blaw over quickly. Neither country recallesd its diplomats. There
wers no additional military prepzsrations obvious in Sana'sa.

North Yemeni President Ali Abdallah Salih and
Saudi King Fahd both attended the Conference of Islamic Organizations
summit in Casablanca in the middle of January.

Salih went from Casablanca to West Germany, where he
was reportedly seeking treatment for some medical ailment. One
can assume he would have returned home i1f theres had- been a.sserious
border problem.

The northern border has always been a headache for
the North Yemeni government. Tribes are strong in the area and
the central government weak. Smuggling goods in from Saudi Arabia
to avoid Iemeni import taxes is a way of life for these tribesmen.

Some tribes straddle both sides of the border, a large
part of which is ill-defined anyway. Tribal disputes can easily
involve people living on both sides of the frontier.

The standard ''educated guess'' among foresigners is
that last month's skirmish began as some sort of tribal fracas.
Zach government then felt complelled to send in troops to protect
its interests.

North Yemeni/Saudi border clashes are not sntirely
unexpected, Bad blood betwesn the two ccuntries goes back to
a 1934 war when Saudi King Abdal Aziz wrested two provinces from
the lemeni imam.

But even if this memory still smolders in the Ysmeni
psyche, North Yemen cannot afford to tangle with the Saudis.

The lemeni economy is supported mainly by the over
321 billion Yemeni workers in the Gulf states send home =ach year.
Thre=e fourthsg of these approximately one million Yemeni expatriates
work in Saudi aArabia.

Also, the Yemeni government would quickly totter into
bankruptcy without the nearly 3100 million in annual budgetary
assistance it r=2ceives from the Saudis.

The Saudis have nothing to gain from a fight with
the Yemenis. The Saudis have more pressing concerns, particularly
the thpeat posed by Iran on the other side of the Persian Gulf,
The untested Saudi military would probably fare badly against
the YT2menis anywaye :

* The Saudi military apparently does have some Pakistani advizora.
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Yemnnl mlll*ary helicopter 1°l;-r:i_r,1g_ over the rooftops
of ~Sana'a,

The main Saudi objective in Horth lemen is to maintain
a buffer against the semi-Marxist regime im South Yemen. The North
Yemenis have been playing that role, willingly or not. The two
Yemens fought small border wars in 1972 and 1979. Border incidents
continue to occur on NHorth Yemen's southern frontier.,

The North Yemeni/Saudi irabian relationship is clearly
buil® on a gecod bit of mutual need. Neither counury would ororit
from a conflict.

Y2t, large numbers of Yemenls seem convinced

that the Saudis are conspir lng to prevent the Ismenis from discovaring

0il in their country. It was inevitable that some O“OFl* connected
the January border skirmish with She Hunt Cil uomdanv . 3nno cuncead .
nlans to irill an 48 nillion sxvloratory well In Horth s2men's
arid aortheast region.™

. Speculation abounds on this subject. 3ut =
no facts %o back up ths consviracy theory. Jommon sense
againct 1%.

ne ara
3

bl
ardue

* Jrltlsh >etroleum (BP) has prospecting licenses for Horth ’amen's
Tihama plaln along the fed Sea coast. Zut one never hears any talk
in Sana'a about BP's activities. :
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IV. wWhat's In a Name?

North Yemen's official name is ''Yemen Arab Republic.''
It brings to my mind Voltaire's famous putdown of the Holy
Roman Empire -- he said it was neither holy, nor Homan, nor even
an empire.

The Yemenis aren't that bad. They've got two out of
three right. The YAR is indeed Yemeni and it 1is Arab. But what
do they mean by Jjumhuria (republic)?

The eastern bloc countries have their own definition
of the word. But an American or western Zuropean expects a republic
t0 contain some representative institutions.

North Yemen does have something called the al Majlis
2l Ta'sisi al Sha'bi (People's Constituent Assembly). But its
members were zll appointaed by the president rather than elected.
'he assembly is supposed to ratify laws presented to it by the
president and cabinet. But this is a mere formality.

The YAR government is essentially a marriage of
military men and 01v111an bureaucrats.

The military is unquestlonahly the domlnant partner,
The main threat to the government is military factionalism rather
than any civilian opposition. The current military president came
to power after his two military predecessors were assasSLnated
one after another, within less than a year.

The buresucrats have a lot of staying pewer, though.
The military cannot rule without their technical skills.

YAR presidents reshuffle their cabinets every three
years., The same people turn up again and again. The current prime
minister, Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani, is both a former prime minister
and a former second vice president.

In the arab world, ''republic'' generally designates
nothing more or less than a govarnment without a malik (glng).
Egypt, that monstrosity of over-centralized administration, is
called the Arab Republic of Egypt.

When the North Yemenis overthrew the imam, thair
traditional puler, in 1962, the Yemen Arab Republic was born.

The YAR is an enormous improvenent over the ipamate,
The imams shut the country off from the rest of the world and ran
it like a vast feudal estate. Thevgevernment's property was the
imam's property. The administration amounted to nothing more than
a tax squeegze.

The YAR energetically orov1des sarvices -- roads,
water systems, hospitals, schools, etc. ~— to the population. Most
of thess come from foreign donors. The YAR will take aid from
any country that wants to provide it.

But there are similarifies betweesn the current
govarnment and the old imanms.

''"3sfore, we had one imam,'' a young, western-
aducated Yemeni %told me. ''Now, we have 10C of them.,''

The YAR continues the autocratic traditions of the
imamste. Just as the imam made all important decisions and
listened only to a small circle of advisors, so tThe current
government hands down directives without worrying about
''separation of powers.'' The government might have lots of
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A Yemeni family from Sa'dah. The man
saw me walking atop the city walls and
invitsd me over for tea.

trouble implementing its laws -- ftribal authority is still
strong in large parts of the country -- but fthere are no
institutions or organized nolitifal groups to question *ham,
‘Some of ths military officers who workad %o
overthrew the imam in 1962 had progressive ideala. A 3light
patha of revolutionary idealism continues to color the image
of The YaAR government. A government tourist brochure informs
foreigners that HJorth Yamen' s ~overnmental'system iz ''republican,
democratic, and cooperative,'' a
7 But the 1970 compromise +hat anded %he civil war -
brought the royalist sheikhs and Sraditionalists back into She
sovernment. The YiR radicals lost out in the powsr struggls
and were 2ither killed or fled into axile. B
‘ The present government contains both modarnists
and traditionalists.
In 1971, :re31dent abdal Hahman al-Iryani appointed
an a1l Majlis al watanee (National assembly) composed of military
men, r=ligious leaders, tribal sheikhs, and sducated modernists --

in short, fthe major power. grouns in the country.
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-bespite all the changes of the last 20 years, th;’
0ld Yemen lives on. This man is from Kawkabam.

This National Assembly drew up a new Constitution
which strongly upheld Islamic principles. It also set up &
framework for elections to a new Consultative Assembly. Elections
to the Consultative Assembly were actually held in March 1971.
The sheikhs and teaditionalists dominated the new body.

But this Consultative Assembly seems to have played
little role in the YAR government.

In 1978, President Ahmad al Gashmi handpicked the
members for a new assembly, the People's Constituent Assembly.

He charged the naw assembly with the task of electing a president.
Gashmi had taken power in a military coup and wmesded to legitimize
his rule. Not supprisingly the assembly ekected Gashml president.

When Gashmi was assassinated a few months later,
his deputy chief of staff, Ali Abdallah Salih, took charge in
Sana'a.

Salih aggresgsively lobbied both the assembly and
the military. The assembly alected him president on 17 July,

1978 oy a near-unanimous vote,

Since then, Salih has increased the assenbly's size
from 99 to 159 members, no doubt to put in more of his own men.
But there have baen no elections. )

Yemeni politics took another strange turn last year
when the government issued the al Mithag al Watanee (National:
Covenant). : ‘

Foreignsrs zsometimes refer to this document "as
'*Salih's Little Blue Book,'' because of its small size, baby
blue binding, and vacuous Maoist-type platitudes.

There is no English translation of the Mithag.
But foreigners who can read Arabic say it talks vaguely about
achieving democracy and justice in Yemen. There are the usual
bows to Islam.
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It seems to be the sort of thing one really can't
argua with. The trouble is that it is long on rhetoric but
short on substance. There are no practical proposals for implementing
democracy in North Yemen. The only concrete item in the whole
document is a section forbidding unlawful police intrusion into
private homegs

Toreign observers Zind the riithag puzzling. If nothing
comas of it, as 3=2ems to be the case, why did tThe zovarnment issue
it2? The goveranment doess seem to want the Tameni people to Ltakse
the Mithag sericusly. The local press has proclaimed 1984 33 the
vear North Yamen marches °'from th2oretical democracy to practical
democracy. '’ :
That will %e an 2normous chasm %o bridge for a
country that doesn't aven have any nolitical parties.

The only =2rfact the Mithaq has had so far is to
promote interminable discussions in government offices.

This is a peculiar fsature of political 1ife in
this country. uvcry ﬁhursday around 11 3.m., government workers
drop whz* they're doing and gather in a confarance room in uﬂeLL'
office complax to discuss he Mithag.

I ran into this phenomenon one morning at the jowazat.

I was Deginning the process of acquiring the six
signatures needed for my residence visa. I new the immigmation
office was supposed to be open until 1 ».m. and arrived at 11:30.

I found the officials leaving Their offices. The people who had
been standing in line in front of these oifices were beginning
to ?llmlj drift away as well. What on earth was going on?

A Sudanese man with extensive ‘xperlﬂnce of the ways
of The jowazat told me the off1c1213 wars neadlng for a room on
the second floor to ''discuss the Constitution.'' He didn't know
what this Constitution was all about. 3ut he knew the officials
talkesd about it every Thursday morning.

He alse told me that the officials usually use& this
as an excuse to grab a head start on the Friday weekand (Friday
iz the day off in Arab countrias). ,

JRefusing to give up aope, I went upstairs and stood
outside the ccnfsrence room. Soldiars zuarded the door., Behind them
I could see 3 large crowd of men 3itting around a long tables in
2 room anvalopsd in cigareste smoke. There was an =2xcited babbls
of voices issuing from the room, dbut I could not detsct sny order
or format to the procsedings, _

The meeting brcke up rsuad 1. The Sudaneses was
right. The men headed for the 2xit doors Iinstesad of their oifices.
With the Sudanese's help, I did manage %o intercept one official
sand zet that first signature on my pisce of paper.*

The remaining five took me the rest of ths week,.

Sincsr=ly,
)
Revne (Ll

* 3iznature-collecting is the salient feature of the Temeni
bureaucratic gsystem. At the jowazat, one man slgns your aonllcatlon,
anotiher puts a stamp in your passport, anothzr writes in your

visa 1umb~r, and at laast two men'sign Tour viaa. The biggest.
obstacle i3 Tational 3Security. [hay ixser your nsapers “or four or
five days. ' '
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