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Ol THE FRONTIER: EL KHARGA O4SIS
by
Kenneth We Cline

¥hen, after four hours,
the bug from Agyut finaslly trundles
into El Kharga, a pasgsenger sighs
with relief. After Egypt's barren,
heat—stricken western desert, where
not even a cactus will grow, the
green flelds and arching palm treeg
of- E1 Khargas Oasis goothe the eye
and spirit.

The oagls is an archi-~
relago of green liglands scattered
in a sandy depression 200 kilometers
long and between 20 and 50 kilo-
meters wides Vegetation is thinner
here, but the mud-wzlled houses
and peasantry working in the fields
remind one of the Nile Valley.

‘Drive on intc the towm
of E1 Khsrga and find wide avenues,
long rows of apartment blocks, busy
congtruction crews, and the looming
concrete shells of half-completed
uullalnéSa Clearly, a frontier
town in motion, building for the
future.

But an n;portant
element is mlS°lﬁoo Where zre the
beoolef Even during the mornlnc
rugh hour, the streets ¢f El Kherga
are strangely empty, the new
~overnnent ofiice buildings

unugually quiet.

About 100,000 peoule
live in El Xhergs QdSlS, 40,0
of them in the town itself. uaybe
hzlf the town dwellers were born
there and live in an old guarter Tree belts planted ot EL Khsrga
cherecterized by nerrow lanes and t0 keep back the deserte
aud brick construction. The rest B
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E1l Khargs town. Above, the new govermment guarter with

a vandalized portrait of former Pregldent Anwar El Sadats.
Below, the old town.

re government employees living in new govermment-bullt concrete
b?ock housing who moved to EL Khergse, often on temporary
szbnmenis, frow elsewhere. Une senses that thelr neurts
remalu elgetinere,
Basunli, s 28nye»rmeld secondary schiooteacher, spends

six months out of the yezyr working in El iheorga. %he rest of

the time, he livesg with nis family in Asyut. Although EL n“br”ﬁ
has a cinema, a club, and & few small restaurants, "1t’g ll,”
gzi¢ Besunl. ‘''When you live here o long time, you feel azx;ous."



" It's net an interes-
ting place,’'’ agreed Dr. Samir
Ghally Tawdres, 54, a veterinarian
with o government-run pouliry
project. Dr. Tawdros, vino haile
Trom EL Minya, said he stays in
El Kharga only because, ''1 benefit
in my knowledge of poultry breeding
}}ere.!l .

The government of Gamel
Abdel lasser had big plans for Bl
Kharga in the early 1960s. It
combined this casis with two.others,
Dakhla and ‘Farafa, to form the NeW
Valley governorates FPlammers
envisioned the Hew Valley asg a
cecond home to the country's teeming
masgess Clearly, the Nile Valley
was becoming overcrowded., Land must
be found elsewhere.

The New Valley, headquar=
tered in El Kharga, certainly con=
tained lots of land. With 459,000
square kilometers, it became the
largest governorate in the country,
taking up 45.8 percent of Egypi's .
total land area., Unfortunately,
only a small fraction was axable.

To attract settlers,
the government developed irrigation
systems and built some industiry in
the New Valley. During the late
1970s, it considered plans to

dig a canal from Lake Nasser Gherib ischamed Embariz works at
to the ozses. The scheme wag his potter's wheel.

snhelved, and the New Valley
project has gone into a holding patiern.

"o new factories are planned,'' said Abdel Khallg
Sultzn, direector of General Agriculture in E1 Kherga. ‘'‘We're
going to improve existing ones.'’

Since dates are the major crop in El Xharga Oasis,
the government built its first factory.in the town, in 1963,
to develop that industry. The facility dries and packs dates
for ghipment to Calro, It employs about 100 peorle and has a
production capacity of 1,500 tons of dates a year. The machinery
is 2lgo used to dry onions, another mazjor oasls crop, producing
50 tonig & yeal.
zovernment bigliugpgg?b?ée lgcﬁ; han§39€a€ts %ndgsﬁry, th?;
z 1 L a combined pottery-making and garpet-weaving
factory in 1965. fThe complex comprlses two buildings, one for
tie potiers, and one for the Weavers,

Ali Omar Baraka supervises four men in the meking of
@raditiunal pottery and sculptured figurines of rurazl DEgyptlans.
Trhe men work the clay using old-fashloned potter's wheels.

The wheel makes a gentle whirring sound as Gharib
siohamed Ewbariz, one of Baraka's men, shows a visitor how it is
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done. He manipulates the device
with his feet znd gkillfully molds
the wet clay with his fingers.

In the other building,
gome 50 women gsit at hand looms
and weave carpets of natural wools
They decorate theilr work with oasis
scenes and traditional geometric
patterns. Several women work at
each loom, thelir nimble f*ngera
flying acrosg the threads, In an
adjoining room, several men work at
their own separate, individual
looms. :

The zovernment
operates a phosphate mine, known
as the Abou Tartour Progect, 70
kilometers west of Bl Kharga. An
important phogphate belt extends
more than 100 kilometers between
El Khargsa and Daichla oases.

Agricultural develop~-
ment in E1l Kharge Casis continues.
Since the 1960s, the government has
spent massive sums providing
irrigation systems in the oasise.
Thege consist of deep wells, diegel
pumpsg, and tile~lined water
channels. About 360 wells now
provide irrigation in the governor-
ate, almost a third of them in
El Kharga oasis.

‘'Every year, 30 new
wells are dug in the governor-
ate,’' salid Nr. Sultan.

Yhen the program
first began, the zovernment
enticed farmers from the Nile
Valley to setile in the New
Valley by offering them five
acreg of irrigated land each.

' 'The majority of
farmers here have government land, "’
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El Kharga weaver working
tradition@l loom. The wonen
gald they nmzke only 60 piasgter
(gbout 50 centg} a daye. The wale
weavers said they uske about
$1 a day. They must receive
other beneilts.

sald Anwer mOnamea Abdel

nafez, director of communlcutlons and culture 1n El ﬁhdrgh.
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I0ose wno have nad thelir own land

iohamed Abbasg Ahmed is one of tﬁe

man with gnort~¢ronpea black
ig found rxg~3c-v(ef~“‘**‘w

"‘Q

tovin, He said he nov eu to EL &uﬁrmu
ciildren from the 3oh area 12
He llke 5

the land here
Lagser Wells.
of

is ;.'I'OO& 3 “,e S5 l":t 2

-‘-.-ts sater and s

growg f£ul (broadben

for & long time are few.

gettlers. iry

2‘& VWi

halr and & gmall mug 'tcd.,ﬂe, &ric}‘\l&.ﬁled
onions at Nasser Wells
government lrrigation project 25 Kllomeie”s south o*

8 500wz
Ll ‘\ﬁuufgﬁw
with his wife and two

YE3Xs 880,
lv new aame better than the old "'bLegcauge

g wonamed owns three agres at
ie peys the goverrment LE 40 a

yeor for the uge

onlong, wheat, and
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Mohamed Abvasg Ahmed, formerly of the Sohag area.in. )
Upper Egypt, harvesting onions at a govermment irrigation
project in El Kharga.

bergeem (clover). The bergeem is used to feed his two cows
and one donkey.

The advent of diesel pumps in the ossis hasg
encouraged the cultivation of fruilt trees. Along with dates,
local farmers grow oranges, olives, lemons, guavas, and

apricotse.

But the cost of irrigation ig nhigh, imposing
lL its on the amount of land that can be used. Some wells

Ve to go down 1,000 meters vefore they reach water andé can
st LE 150,000 (dbout $125,000) each, said iir. Sulbane
foultry projects may offer the best nope for

EL Kharge'g economy, Dr. Tawdros works at o _u0111tj knovm as
he Bugtan {(Lliterally, ''Garden'!') Poultry ect. Rowg of
barr&cks-like siructures on the grounds 10459 brﬁﬂ' ng
operati0n~ Lor Peking ducks, chickens, and turkeys. Two duck
ponds do give the project a uaxuenﬁlzxe atmogpheres The
flocks of nlanv white birds spend their days swimning lazily
in the plac¢u, co0l waters.

The ocasis location is good for poultry arsedxxo
''becauge an isola tea plgce does not : a1llow the spzead of
gontagloxs ai seases, seid Dr. Tawdros bucks have bLeen
vred at Ll Kherga since the esrly 196Cg; & new chicken egg
facility Opened Just this yvenr,

Unfortun: tely for the poultry, ELl nhargs is not
&3 igolated ws it once was. In recent ye ;s, the chickens
nave been gl AC“ by the dreaded fewc“vtlv aigeeae, a regpirotory
infection, cousing a 70 percent mortallty rate in some flocks

DO““
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Khile 20
%oultry rrogect looking out over one of the prOxect s
two duck ponds

this year. _ _
*'The digease arrived here when pecple began to

come in f{rom other places,'' said Dr., Tawdros.
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