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Dear Peter, , . .
The following is intended as an overview of changes —-
or to use a value-laden term, °‘‘'modernization'‘' ~~- in rural Turkey
in the past 50 years. It ig based on extengive interviews in

eight villages. . : o Lo .

I achieved an interesting balance in my regearch
between Eurepean and Asian Turkey. Twe of my villages were in
western Thrace, near the Sea of Marmara, and the rest in Central
Anatolia near the city ef Kayserie. This was part design and part
happenstance, .
' ' My eriginal idea had been to write about a village in
Central Anatelia, the Turkish '‘'heartland.'' Several peeple suggested
the Kayseri area, Kayseri being-the largest city in the regien. Beth
the Turkigh writer Mahmut Makal and the Britigh anthrepelegist Arthur
Paul Stirling had written about villages in the area., Makal's & Village
in_Anatelia (Londen: Vallentine, Mitchell & Co. Ltd., 1965) ig a
marvelously informal acceunt of his experiences teaching primary
school in the late 1940g; Stirling's Turkigh Village (Lenden:
Weidenfeld and Nicolsen, 1965) is a serious, schelarly study based
on research conducted at the same time. I thought it might be -
interesting to compare village life as degcribed by Makal and Stirling
with what I found in 1984, Ag it turned out, so many improvements
have come to rural Turkey since the 1940g =~- electricity, piped water
systemg, farm machinery, gecular educatien, and ge on =— that it wag
almosgt asg if Makal and Stirling had been degcribing life on a
different planet. , ‘ ’

_Although I had my eye en Kayseri from the beginning,
my actual chelice of villages depended entirely on my interpreters.
Knowing enly a little ''travel'' Turkigh, I could do nothing without
them; I was as dependent ag a blind man with a seeing eye dog. My
methodeleogy for visiting villages congisted entirely of finding
someone whe a) spoke goed English, and b) was willing te take me to
2 Vlllage where he had relativeg or friendg. Eventually, I ended up
working with five different individuals. The first ene lived in
;stanbul,.wherg he taught English for a living, and teok me to the
two Thracian villages. He gave me a letter of intreduction to a
friend of his, another Engligh teacher, in Kayseri. I worked with
thig fellow for a while and through him met the other three. The
two English teachers wers excellent interpreters, twoe of the others
Wwere okay, and ene almost worthless.

Kenneth Cline is a Village Reperting Fellew ef the Institute studying
rurzl life in Turkey :
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Finding geed interpreters during my Turkigh village
research was a difficult preblem. But Ihsan, at left,
was excellent. He teaches English at a-private language
ingtitute in Istanbul and teok me te visit his friends
in the Thracian village of Gdlciik. ‘

Unfertunately, the least qualified one (he taught
high scheel French and had taken enly twe years of university
English) was the enly ene whe actually lived in a rural community
1 spent five days with him in Sarieflan trying te arrange an
extended stay, but the quality of the interviews was se peer that
I abandened the project. ‘ o
. In the other villages, I would arrive with my
interpreter, find peeple he knew and talk with them, ugually in
tea houses or after lunch in the interviewee's houge., In thege
cases where I was werking with my twe Engligh-teacher interpreters,
I collected some leng stretcheg eof infermative dialegue with
nice nuances of humer and feeling, as will become ebvieus in this
and subsgequent repertg, : ‘ B

- Dealing with the Turkigh gevernment en permits was
an exhausiing, time-censuming business. But eventually, I received
permission frem the Minigtry ef the Interier te visit villages in
the Kaygeri regien, and alge in Thrace. I feund the peeple at the
Turkigh presg effice (infermation ministry) te be exceptionally
friendly and helpful; I warmly thank them for their asgistance.
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, The following are the villages I visited in Turkey and
some of their general characteristics:

I. Thrace e e ;
_ S l. Golcuk. Pop. 800. Iocated 10 km northwest of
Sarkey, a small resort town on the Sea of Marmara, jugt off a paved
road coming up frem Jarkéy. Tepegraphy consists of green, rolling
hills covered with scrub bushes and some clumps of trees, part ef the
lovely Thracian downs that extend from Istanbul's Byzantine Land
Walls out inte northern Greece. The farmers grew wheat, grapes, sunflowers,
and raige goats, sheep, cattle and water buffaloes (a smaller version
of the Egyptian gamooga that apparently deesn't need to lell about
in canals)e. Has:a primary school, since the early 1920s; electricity
since 1980; and takes its water frem communal foeuntains. Before the
Turk igh-Greek pepulation exchange of 1923, the village was inhabited
by Greeks. People from the Salonica (Greek Thegsaloniki) area replaced
them during the exchange and gome ethnic Turks from Bulgaria joined
them in 1935. This was the prettiest, most romantic village I've
ever seen. When the shepherds take their sheep and geat flocks inte
the hills, they play on woeden flutes to entertain themgelves; you
can hear the goeund of this beautiful music, as well as the chimes
frem the geat bells, echoing through the Thracian dalege

2+ Kumbag. Pop. 750. Located on the Jea of Marmara
13 km west of Tekirdag on a paved road from Tekirdag. Sits on a
stretch of coast with a range of hills hemming it in to the nerth.
Has a gmall fishing pert and local farmers grow wheat, sunflowers,
and onions and cultivate erchards of apples, cherrys, and pears.
Has had a primary schoel since the early 1930s; electricity since
‘early 1960s; and piped water in all homeg since 1983, The area wag
inhabited by Greeks before the population exchange. The most
significant recent develeopment has been a tourism industry that
began six years agoe. Tourigt villages on the beach ezst of town
attract both Turks and fereigners during the summer, providing summer
enployment for regidents.
II, Central Anatelia - . )
.. 1. Guzel Koy and Kayabag. Gluzel Koy, pop. 300, and
Kayabag, pope. 650, face each other acress a wooded ravine, egsentially
blending together, about 20 km northeast of Kayseri eff a paved
secondary road coming frem the Kayseri~-Sivas highway. The few
remaining farmers grow wheat and raise pigeons., Kayabag has a
primary scheol; beth villages have electricity; gome houses have
piped water taken from the area’s abundant springs. During Otteman
‘times, the villages had Armenian and Greek pepulationg and a large,
Partly-ruined Greek church still gtands in Kayabaf. The Armenians
‘were forced te leave in 1915, apparently with thoge departed frem
.eagtern Turkey te Syria, and the Greeks left in 1923,  The lecal
Vvillagers still use the old name Darsgiyak (a modification of the
Armenian Der Ighak, or '‘Father Igsac'') for KayabaZ and Nize
(perhaps an Armenian name) for Giizel Koy. At the pregent time,
both villages are inhabited mestly by elderly peeple; many former
residents, whe live and work elsewhere, gpend their gummer vacations
there, ' :

2. Incegu. Pop. T7,000. A major commercial center
lecated off a paved read 30 km west of Kayseri. Farmers grow :
‘wheat, grapes, and vegetablegs., Has seVeral.pglmary schoo;sz three
high schools (academic, vecational, and religien); electricity came
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In Gélcilk in Thrace, a farming family returng frem
their fields. ‘

frem a generater after 1955, frem hydreelectric sources after
1966. Incesu is an eld tewn; it has a mesque, caravansaray,
Turkish .bath, and madregse (Koranic scheel) all dating from the
17th centurye. Until 1923, it had a large Greek community, but
few Armeniang; ene large Greek ghurch remaing. The old tewn is
a fascinating tangle of narrow lanes fronted by houges built ef
cut stone with prejecting balcenied windows.

3e Akkigla. Pop. 5,000, Lecated off a paved
secondary road coming in from the Kayseri-Sivas highway in a
ravine 70 km east of Kayseri. Major crops are wheat, apples,
and vegetables, particularly tomatees. Hasg three primary ,
schoels (the first since 1934) and a middle scheol since 1968;
electricity since 1970; (ne information on water). Akkigla is
particularly noted ag a heme for Turkmen, formsr nemadic people who
take their animals up te the yayla (high platemu) for three monthg
every year begimnning in April, ) , B

4. Sarieglan. Pep. 3,500. Located amidst relling
plateauland gelden witbh wheat %quintessential Anatolian landgcape)
just off the Kayseri=Sivas highway 65 km northeast of Kayseri.
A large farming community here grews wheat, sugar beets, and-parley.
The town features a grain 'gile served by the Kaygeri-Sivas railread.
Extensive animal husbandry. Has several primary schoels (the first
since 1934) and twe high schoels (one adademic, the other religieus).
Sarieglan had a small Armenian community before World War I and one
Armenian decter works there now. L '

] 5. Gunegli. Pop. 1,000, Iecated 30 km northeast of

Kaygeri off a small, paved secondary read leading eoff from the
Kayseri-Sivas highway. Farmersg grow wheat, sunflewers, potatoes,.
and cultivate apple erchards. Has had a primary scheel since 1934
and a middle scheel gince 1979. An agricultural high scheel epened
in 1975. Eleciricity came in 1968; piped water for heuses since
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A-G&léﬁk}family unleading harvested sunflowers
preparatory to extracting the seeds by hand.

1974. Many eof the Turkigh families now here came from Greece
during the pepulation exchange.

' 6. Egkiomerler, Pops 750, Leocated off a2 winding
dirt read 55 km northwest ef Kayseri in treeless, relling plateau-
land. PFarmers grow wheat, vegetables, and raige chickens. The
government recently supplied a female teacher to instruct lecal
girls in carpet-weaving. Primary scheel since 1941; electricity
gince 1973; water comeg from wellse. Thisg was the peorest village
I vigsited. HKogt ef the heuges were built of dried mud rather than
cut stone or cinderbleck. But even here, tracters and threshing
machines were in evidence; an enermous yellew Sperry Holland
thresghing combine was parked outside the mayer's housge.

* * *

. An Octeber dawn in the central Anatolian town ef
Sarieglan. , ‘

As the first light coaxes the gelds and brewns frem
the undulating hillsides and wide steppes, amplified prayer calls
gsound from the minarets ef four mosquese. Women bundled against
the chilly merning in swaaters and baggy treusers appear first in
the streets. Wearing mouth veils and headscarves, they unhurridly
drive their cattle to the municipal water troughse

~Islam and veiled wemen — go far, a traditional -

Anatelian scene. : : ; _ -

But as a visiter takes up a pest near the tewn square,
where a stern bust of Ataturk perched en a pedestal in frent ef the
municipality building deurly centemplates the headquarters of the
ruling Anavatan (Motherland) Party acress the street, he goon hears
2 low mechanical rumble all around him. From all sides they ceme,

the tracters rearing down the intersecting roads near the square,
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heading for the fieldg, some towing wagons filled with men and
boys, stoically enduring the celd in their drab caps and jackets,
Later, tr90ps of children pass down these same roads
on their way to primary scheol, all of them wearing French~style
gchool uniforms of black smocks and white collars. Older boys and
girls in gtreet clothes walk to high school in gexually segregated
nroups, the girls wearing western—style skirts and blouses with

sweaters -~ no nouth veils for thems’
Tractors. and secular educatlon for both males and
females —— gsuch phenemena would have been unthinkable in the

Turkigh ''heartland’'' of Anatolia before the 1930s. But now they
are guch a part of everyday life that nobody finds them remarkable.
0ld customs and costumes existing side by side with western-style
technology and dress -- that's the rural Turkey of teday, neither
European, ner wholly. Eastern, but always a bridge ‘between the twe
worlds, as the country's great city on’ the. Bosphorus has always been,

HMuch ef the traditional life remaing in Turkey's
36,154 villages. But with each passing decade, more features of the
0ld world disappear. Congidering the condition of rural Turkey in
1923, when Ataturk founded the republlc, the changes since then have
been truly revelutienary. Iractors and threshing machines have
replaced cow—-driven plows and threshing boards. Electricity pewers
television sets, radies, and videos, destroylng the villages'
traditienal cultural iselation, Piped water systems have largely
replaced the traditional walk teo the well for village women in
some places. Sene youngsters still study rellglen in special scheols,
but the overwhelming majority attend secular public schoelg where
"Kemallsm," Ataturk's stern, secular philesophy;,; is enshrined as
the state's guiding degma. Several generatiens ef Turkish schoel-
children have been taught that Turkey should emulate ‘the ‘ieiviliged*!
countries of the west,

The westernlzatlon process has gone go far that some
traditional art forms are in danger of being lesgt (see my KWC-23,
' 'The Lost Art of the Anatolian Headdress''). I[illbeccel Kiray of
Istanbul's Marmara Unlverslty, one of Turkey's most digtinguished
anthrepelegists, says traditienal folk dances are being fergetten.
A student once told her-nebody could be found te teach a dance
known ag Western Anatolian Zabek. ''Now you need experts, folklerists
who have studied the custems, in order te reteach the university
students,'' says lirs. Kiray.

It is true that any tourist can travel to- eastern
Turkey, the country's poerest regien, and find villages where life
hagn't changed much since the last century. But generally, rural
Turkey no longer conferms te the stereetype of the dusty, impeverighed
Middle Eastern village where time stands still. Search out the
poorest Anatelian village and you are likely te find the ublqultous
dull orange Turkigh-made Massey-Ferguson tracters. , :

Today's Turkigh farumers will try anything that works; the
501ent1f1c, technelegical revolutioen no longer has to struggle
for converts.

''We put all- the old equlpment in a museum,'' gays
Beker. Jahar, 67, of Garipce, a village near Incesu. A grey—halred
farmer with a face as gtrong as sculptured reck, Sahar means the
remark as a joke, but just barely. ''Perhaps if you ge inte the
mountaing, you might see a cow pulling an old plow,'' he suggestis.
in the Incesu area, 100 percent of the farmers use itractors, he says.
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Beker Sahar eof Garipce, near Incesu. lire $ahar owns

50 acres of land and grows wheat, grapes and vegetables,
'*I don't have any problems,'' he says. '‘'I'a working
freely selling grapes and wheat; that's enough for me.

All my money ig in my pecket —— enough for me to live

en until next year.'' One can safely generalize about -
Turkish farmerg: they are independent, and they are tough,

Eighty-year—eld Emir Tuncer of Kayabag held eut lenger
than mest. He and his two elderly brothers did noet let government
agricultural experts persuade them te use chemical fertilizers until
the early 1970s, and they did net buy a tracter until 1975. Since
then, they have seen their wheat production increase five~fold.

Digfigured by an enermous beil en his neck (he says
it gives him ne pain), but alert and spry, Tuncer takes a visitor
a short distance from his house to a cerral where he has stered hig
eld farming equipment. The old plow and threshing beards lean against
a stone wall, slowly rotting away since left ihere in 1975. 4s proud
a8 a museum curater showing off his prize pieces, Tuncer pullg each
one out, gives its Turkish name, and explains its use. ''We are
thankful to Ataturk,'' says Tuncer. ' '‘Becauge of hig_leadership,
Turkey has the opportunity to use modern equipment.''l S

) t hasg gotten to the peint that some Turkish farmers
get downright offended if you imply that they might net be entirely
modern. Mehmet Sahli, 62, of Incesu fairly brigtles with indignation
when asked if Turkigh agriculture will ever become as advanced ag
European agriculture. ''We are making modern agriculture herel'’
he exclaimg, revealing his many missing front teeth. *'What kinds
of different materials are the Europeans using? - They have much rain,
but we have only a little. So.we are installing pipe gystems to get
the water to the fields. Other than that, we are practicing medern
agriculture.'’ ‘

Mr. Sahli is not entirely correct, as agricultural
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The weekly market fer area farmers in Incesu's restored
17th century caravansaray. Note the clething styles of
men and women. The men would leck comfertable in any
Balkan setting, even though this is Central Anatelia.
But geme of the women would not be completely eut-ef~
place in an Arab gouk (market)

technician Ismail Kirek in Sarieglan will admit. Turkish agricultural
product1v1ty does lag far behind that ef Eurepe, he says in an
envious tone of veice. But when a visiter gsuggests that Turkey is
still doing quite well when compared te the Arab countries, he
leoks amazed., ''We den't compare ourselves to the Arab countries!''’
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. The livestock market near Sarieglan. It was while
watching these men buying and selling animals that I
realized they can ne lenger be called ''peasants.''.
These are free farmerg, wheeling and dealing in the:
marketplace as free men anywhere., Turkey is not the
Nile Valley, where gevernment regulation gtifles the
farmers® initiative, and an exploitative price system
keeps them dependent and peer,

Mr. Kirok says with disdain. '‘'We look t0~Eurépe and,kmerica."2
‘Down on the farm in Turkey, people look in only eone
directien when they want te improve their liveg =—- to the west.

* * A 4

A-livestock market in a village near Sarieglan.

Every week, farmers of the regien bring their bullg,
cows, sheep, goats, and donkeys to an open area outside the village
to sell them. They bring the animals in by pickup truck, loading and
unleading them with great effort. Once a man has ceaxed and pulled
hig animalg out eof the truck, he stands with them, waiting te be
appreached by a prespective buyer. Bargaining is dene in classic
Turkigh style. Twe men begin negetiating by firmly clasping right
hands and pumping vigereusly while sheuting prices at each other,

If they agree, they shake hands more gently to clinch the deal; if
they don't agree, they let ge of each ether's hand with a sharp
dewnward mevement and cemplain about hew unreagonable the ether has
‘beene: : , ‘ S

: Watching them, it suddenly becomeg clear that these .
peeple are no lenger peasants, despite the celorful cestumes and
partial veiling of gome of the women. In anthrepeloegical theery,

''‘peasanis’' sre defined as people tied te the land by a complex



KWC~25 -10-

web of social obligations ahd whe deal with urban markets net as free,
independent entrepreneurs, but as dependent peeple bourd by
exploitative relationships. This is still true of farmers in the
Nile Valley whe are unfairly taxed by the government pricing system,
but not -true in Turkey. ' -

_ ''We are new almest one-and-a-half generationg away
from the old peasantry,'' says Mubeccel Kiray. '‘Turkish peasants
stopped beinz peasants in the 19508,'' she says, referring to the
change from subsistence farming te cash crepping that eccurred at
that time. R

During Otteman times, most rural Turks were subsistence
farmers, producing mainly for their familieg., Large-scale cash
cropping had existed in Turkey since the early 19th century, but only
in a few areas of ‘the fertile south. The situation changed dramatically
after World War II because of mechanizatien. ; Lo 5

Turkey wigely sat out World War II as a neutral, dbut
after the war aligned itself with the west. Anxious te keep Turkey
gtrong against the new Russian menace, the Americans extended Marshall
Plan aid to Turkey. For the rural areas, thig meant thousands eof
tractors at law prices. The farmers were able to afford the tractors
because they had accumulated some surplug wealth since 1923, With the
peasantry devastated by 10 years of war and economic dislocation, the
new republic gave up collecting the old Otteman ugur tax in rural
areas. ''This was an extremely courageous step,'’ says lirs. Kiray.
‘"It gave the peasantry a chance to pull itself together.''

By the early 1950s, many Turkish farmers ceuld afferd
to0 make some investments. By 1953, Turkey had 6,000 tracters, compared
to only 350 in 1945. ' Today, the figwre is 431,000 tractorss

People still remember these tracters in Sarieglan,
which received hundreds of them. '‘'The Marghall Plan was very
good fer develeping Turkey,'' says Talib Kalinkara, 58, a retired
government employee, '‘'The price of the tractors was very cheap,
but at th=t time'' ==~ making a little joke about the eternal decline
of the Turkish lira -=- ''Turkish money was important.'® .

''We were rich then,'' says farmer Ali Seydan, 50. '‘'The
conditions of life got better and productien increased 20 times.,''

Villagers left out of the Marghall Plan tend te be
bitter abeut ite. Gunegli, for example, ig cloger to Kayseri than
Sarioglan, but more igelated., ''We didn't have any infermation abeut
the Marshall help coming to Turkey,'' grouses farmer Cemil Atas, 52
In even more isolated Eskidmerler, later American aid is confused with
the Marshall Plan. °''Pregident Kennedy sent wheat to us and I got
15 kileg =— they teld us, 'this is Marshall help,'' rememberg farmer
Mustafa Kaya, 60 ' ‘

‘ Net everyone was enraptured by the Marshall Plan. In
Incesu a middle—-aged man who refused to give hig name complaing that
*'the Marshall Plan helped the rich people beceme rich and it'' = :
using a collequial expressien -- '''made us upside down' because we
had to pay back what we had berrowed.'’' The game man was suspicious
of American intentions. @ ''The Marshall Plan wasn't'' -- anether
collequial expression —— ''‘'for our nice eyes and faee.' The US
wanted something frem us =--that‘'s why they helped. After the Marshall
Plan, we had lets of US bases. Later, we went to Korea and the US
gaid, 'please enter NATO.''' ‘ ' ' G :

*F Many Turkish academics feel the: same. way, although the
issue '‘cannot be separated from ;dgelegy,"_says Ferhunde Ozbay,
a demegrapher at Istanbul's Bagazigl Univergitys. Per capita
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inceme and .agricultural preductien
increasedyy' ' income distribution
wag skewed furthermore to the
detriment of the poer,'’' says lis.
Uzbaye. ''Many people leost their
land and migrated to urban areas;
many now have smaller lands.''

Mubeccel Kiray agrees
that the mechanization of the early
1950g did drive people off the land,
boeth because the poerer farmers could
net afferd the new inputs and fell
farther behind, and becauge the new
machineg decreased the demand for
agricultural laberers. '‘One
tractor moves about 10 peeple off
the land,'' says Mrs. Kiray. ''In
just five years, more than one
million people had to leave the rural
areas for the cities. And seo after
12,000 years, it all started with
the Marshall Plan,''

In 1927, the year of
the first republican census, 80
percent of Turkey's pepulatien lived
in the countryside; today, the figure
is 56 percent. Almost a quarter of
Turkey's people live in the urban
sprawls of Istanbul, Ankara, and

Izmir. The government hag . An old gentleman at the Incesu
estimated that rural depopulation caravangsaray. He has no doubt
coentributed 42 percent te seen gome astounding changes during
urbanization during the 1960s; hig lifetime. '

by the next decade, the percentage
had climped te 63 percent.

''People whe migrate
are not the righ oenes in the extended family,'' says American
anthrepologist Ronald W. Cassen, now teaching at Igtanbul's BoZazigi
University. '‘The people whe ge to Istanbul er Ankara ars peor
people, people with a little bit of land, less than five hectares
or go, or none at all.,''

But then look at the positive side.

. . ] The Marshall Plan tractors of the 1950s, cembined with
high-yielding '‘'Green Revelution'' seeds in the 1960s, revolutionized
‘Turkish agriculiure. Today, Turkish agriculture ig a resounding
Third World success stéry. The country is ene of only seven in the
world able to feed itself. Compare that with Egypt, which hag. te
impert half its feed at an enermous cost in foreign exchange ($2.5
billien a year), and you begin te grazp the magnitude of the Turkish
triumph. A foreigner traveling in Turkey with previous experience
of other Middle Eastern countpies ig astounded by the abundance,
variety, and low prices of Turkish feed. The Turkish ecenomy has
many weaknesses -- particularly in the industrial, commercial, and
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flnanc1al sectors — but nobedy in this country goes hungry.

. More than technelegy is involved in this. Unlike
s0 many African and Middle Eastern countries that heavily tax their
farm‘rs to prcvxde subsidized food to thelr urban populatlens,
, lets its farmers get the best price they can for their preducts.
For crops such as vegetables and fruits, the farmers deal with the
free market.: = For major grain cropsgs such as wheat, they can take
agvantage of. government support prices -~ if they want tos In
Gélcik, farmer Nebi Kaya, 52, says he generally sells tc the ’
government at its ''roof'' price, ''but gometimes, a rich business-
man comes here %o buy our crops over the government price.''’

‘British anthrepoleglst Arthur Paul Stirling has written
that the guaranteed price gystem ''is perhaps the greatest single
benefit the government has conferred on Turkish village agriculture.''
The farmers wheleheartedly approve of this and ether government
pollcles. ''There are ne preblems here,"'says Ali seydan in
Sarleglan. *'"The. government buys our grain at a good price and
prev1des us with tractors and threshing machines.''

'VIf the government doesn't give aid te the farmers,
they can't coniinue their lives as farmers,'' says Nebi Kaya in
Golcuk. ''You can see our life here. We ape very comfortable and'’
-- uging a cellequial expression == '''our faces are net frowning.'''

. Only Mehmet Aydin, 39, in Gunegli coemplaing about
government suppert prlces not belng high enough., But even he expressges
general satisfactien with life in the village. ''VWe are more
comfortable than people living in the city,’'' he says. ''If you
work as a farmer, you can buy a tractor in twe years. But if you
work in the city, you can never afford a tracter.''

* * *

Successful it may be, but Turkish agriculture is net
without its preblems, Marketing —-— the familiar gremlin ef Turkish
industry =— is not what it should be, which is why you see Libby's
canned beans in Nerth Yemeni er Egyptian groceries rather than same
Tarkigh brande.

Technolegy could improve. ''We den't have the best
quallty seeds and agricultural machines at the requlred levels v
says lMehmet Paydas, 29, an agrlcultural technician. in KumbaZ. Seme
experts estimate that Turkey's crop production ceuld be doubled or
tripled if European levels of technelogy were uniformly applied.
Fer example, Turkey's use of fertlllzer, 8.32 kg per hectx re, ig .
%gitgslew when coempared to Helland's 431.85 and West Germany 8

2 .

, The questlon of "appreprlate" technology alse

comes in here.  Refik GundeZar, a Bl-year-eld agrlcultural expert
working in Kayserl, observes that farmers in his region °*‘'have
been uslng 1mprOVed seeds for 20 years, but the soil conditiensg
and climate here are different from Eurepe. The Eurepeans may
get hlgh levels of preductlen, but that doesn't mean we can get the
game in Turkey. We're just en. the pelnt of researching the
efficiency ef seeds. in eur ewn land.

''Buying new equlpment ‘and metheds frem abroad is
net goed every tlme," Mr. Gundegar adds, '‘'because climate,
techniques, and ‘cugtomsg are different here. We should try te
develop eur own technigues.'’
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More irrigation would help. At present, Turkey has
gome four million hectares of irrigated land. When the great
Ataturk Dam is completed on the lower Euphrateg in southeastern
Turkey about the year 2,000, another twoe million heetares will
be irrigated. In the Kayseri region, where rain ig enly about
360 mm a year, lack of water seriously hinders agriculture. .
But at least in the Glizel Koy-Kayabag area, the ground is se hilly
and rocky that irrigation systems are not cost—effective, )

: Small heldings in Turkey tend to hinder agricultural
efficiency, particularly in the use of machinery, but there doesn't
seem much the government can de about Iglamic inheritance customse
In fact, the republic has had a deliberate policy of digceuraging
large farmse The land reform bill of 1945 nationalized all landed
property in excess of 500 donum (123.5 acreg), although the limit
was raised to 5,000 donum in 1950. '

Today, Turkey is overwhelmingly a land ef small
holdings. UMore than 68 percent eof farms are less than one hectare
and these take up 24 percent of the arable land. The 1,472 farmsg
larger than 250 hectares account fer only .05 percent of the total
number and take up only 4.3 percent of the land. ''In Turkey, one-
fourth of an acre is considered a decent farm,'' says Mubeccel
Kiray. : o '

_ Gundogar finds that the gize of farms in the Kayseri
area is always changing. ''If a farmer buys gome new fields, he
can make a larger farm. But after 10 or 20 years, his sgonsg will
divide the land again. This is a problem in Turkey. The government
would like bigger farmg, but this is a social problem. Some laws
will have to change if the government is to do this.''

Mrs. Kiray believes the government is afraid ef
agribusiness. ''They tend to faver small enterprige and small
enterprise can never really be very successful,'' ghe says.
''Anything that's in an organization reminds them of socialism
and they get very frightened. I don't know what kind of dreams
they have at night,''

»* * *

It's not immediately ebvious te a fereign visgiter,
but Turkish village life has its dark side. :

''A{ least 45 percent of the rural people are living
in very peer cenditions,'' says Ferhunde Ozbay. ''There are teo many
seasonal workers, or what we call ‘'rural marginals.' They have a
little bit of land, but they cannot really live on it.  So some
members of the family go outside and become: agricultural laberers,''

N On the average, per capita incomes in_Turkish villages
lag behind those in the cities by 20 percent. Mg. Ozbay ig
particularly concerned azabeut high infant mortality rates in
rural areas, which she attributes te the harsh Anatelian winter
and peer sanitatien; children generally die of pneumonia or diarrhea.

Turkey's peculiar position asg a bridge between east
and west shows up strikingly in mortality rates. Death rates for
adults are comparable to Europe; a Turk will generally live inte
his 60s, a European inte his 70s. But Turkish infant mertality
rates for 1982 were 83 deaths per thousand babies, much higher than
the usual European range of 20-30, and close te the Egyptian rate

of 116 (1976)« At least, Turkey's rate hag greatly impreved since
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1960, when it was 184 deaths per
thougand. : v
med-::.cal care generally
is improving in Turkish villages,
but hag a long way to go. In theory,
every two or three villageg are
supposed to have a docter and mid-
wife agsigned to them. '‘Free
medlcal services exist on paper,
but actual conditions are very -
poor,'' says lge Ozbay. ,
Educational levels for
village women are still very low.
According te 1975 figures, the
illiteracy rate for Turkish women
is 52 percent, compared te 25
percent for men. Turkish
socielogists have found that girls
do ﬂttend primary- schoel in large
nunbers in western regions,; but net
in the more traditional-minded east.
One study showed 6l percent of
village girls near Kirklareli in the .
west attending primary scheel, but
only two percent near Mardin in the
easte.

still, enly about
1,000 of Turkey's 36,154 villages
now lack a prlmary scheel, Before
1924, only five percent.of the

villages had traditional Keranic Bedriye Kaya from Golcuk. Turkish
schoels and ngne had medern village women are a lot lesg
secular enes. reticent about having their

Yakup Toker, 83, of phoete g taken than Arab village
Ingesu began teaching primary scheel women, Mrs. Kaya was very
in 1927, when the Turks were gtill eager for me to photegraph her
using Arabic letters. '‘The Latin sitting on-this horse; the
alphabet is so easy to read and idea gave her great zmugement.

write, while the Aprabic is difficult,'’
says Toker, who retired from teachlng

"One pelnt I really like is that everybedy can read
and write now,:' says Toker, exaggeratlng a bit in his enthusiasm.
''Before, peeple used fingerprints to sign their nanmes, but new
s¥erybody can write their own names. The llteracy rate in our
digtrict is 85 percent; we made goed progress on thats Rich and.
poor -~ everybody gees to school and reads newspapers. Before,. only
rich people went to scheol.'' That's why Toker himgelf had beéen
able te get an educatien during the Ottoman peried —- hls father
had been ene of the biggest farmers in Incesu. :

One odd phenemenon puzzling Turkish demegraphers is
a decline in the fertility rates of rural women. In 1960, they.
bore between six and seven children: in their lifetimes; teday, the
number is dewn te four te five, ''We don't know why,'' says Ms.

Ozbay.
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: Only 40 percent of married rural women use birth
control. Pills and 1UDs are avallable, but withdrawzl is still
the most common methed, says iise Ozbay. Village women frequently.
rely on self-induced abortiens, she addse In a November news
conference, Health and Social Services Minister Mehmet Aydin
anneunced that 5,000 women a year lose their lives from self-
induced abertlens.

A p031t1ve phenemenon noted by Turkish researchers
is that rural people today "are very aware of national or
international events, which is quite a difference from 30 or 35
years ago,'' says Ms. Ozbay. For example, ''in the 1950s, not
many villagers had even a radieo, while in 1970 almosgt every family
we interviewed had one. :

Mse Ozbay finds that villagers get mogt of their news
from telev1slon or radio. ''When I watch telev1slon‘ I learn what's
happening in the world,'' says Beker Jahar in Incesu. One disadvantage
ef that 1s both those media are gtate-controlled in Turkey and tend
to esghew balanced reperting in faver of maklng the government look
good. Turkish newspapers are very free by Third Werld standards,
but are not often read by the villagers.

o '*I don't read the newspapers daily,'' says Nebil Kaya
in Golcuk. ''I know my own business, farming, and I deal only
with that.'' '

* * *

; To appreciate how far rural Turkey has come in the last
half century, it is useful to go back to the terrible times from
1914-23 when the:Ottoman Emplre wag destroyed in the maelstrom of :
World War I and Ataturk's new Turkey struggled to emerge in Anatolia
during the War of Independence. A Turkish expressien describes thig
period as g time when ''the world was boiling.''

Kayaba¥ sent 80 men to fight for the old empire in
1914; only four returned at the end. ''For the first time, the
women went to the mosques to pray for the dead because the men had
gone to war,'' says Emir Tuncer. For those who remained in the
village, conditions were harsh. ''We ate only zrass for a long
tlme," says Tuncer, who was born in 1904,

Kayabag s Armenian and Greek populations suffered
the most. The Armenians were forced to leave in 1915, apparently
deported to Syria with the Armenians of eastern Turkey, a tragic
excdus during which hundreds of thousands died from disease and
banditry. Ahmet Alkaya, 68, of Guzel Koy remembers hearing stories
of how ''some Armenians took their treasures with them, and others
tried te hide their treasures in wellg and under reocks.''.

The Greeks left the area during the 1923 population
exchange. Today, a half-ruined Greek church still cemmands
Kayabag's side of the ravine, a mournful reminder of the vanished
people, , :
- During Werld War II, conditions in rural Turkey took
another dip after ‘having impreved a bit during the 1930s. World
trade was disrupted during this time, but alse unfavorable weather

produced some bad harvests. Ali Soydan identifies 1942 as the last

bad year in Sarloglan when people were actually hungry. *'"In that
tlme% we had =z blg ra ' he says. '‘'Then it was cold --.that's why

we had problems.’
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* 'During World War II, in 1942, we were in difficulty
again, but not like World War I,'' says Emir Tuncer. '

For Beker Sahar in Incesu, ''the last bad time was
1941-43, Ingtead of bread, we ate potatoes; we used pekmez'' —
boiled grape juice — ''ingtead of sugar. During those years, the
government couldn't help us enough. The weather was not good --
not enough rain., That never happened again. Now, production gees
up and down, but it was never bad like that again.''

The residents of Goelcuk in Thrace remember the World
War II years as particularly harsh becauge Turkish troeps guarding
the border (the Germans had overrun Greece) camped out in their fields
and disrupted their agriculture. Those gsoldiers did not have an easy
time of it either, Mustafa Kaya of Egkiomerler recalls being
stationed in Thrace near Edirne. ''I was waiting on the Turkish
side of the border, and the Germans.were on the other gide,''
he says. ''We didn't have enough bread to eat. I had a hard time.''

' **I had such a difficult time during World War II,''
says 78-year-old .Veli Isik ef Incesu. ''I couldn't find bread or
fuel -~ everything was se difficult.'’ v :

Mre. Isik's story gives some idea of how harsh life
could be in rural Turkey before the 1950s. Sitting in the barber
shop of hig 45-year~eld son Mehmet, where he likes to spend most of
his day, Isik leeks haggard and defeated. ''I always had a hard
life,'' he says. ''I always worked and I den't remember any happy
days. When my fields gave me good products, those were my happy
days, but I don't remember which yearsg they were.''

. Isik's grim gtery began in 1911, when he was five years
old. His farming family lived in the gsmall village of Orengar, east
of Incesu, next to a river. One day, a flash fleed swept away the .
family's houge, killing his mother. Twoe brothers were killed in the
Gallipeli campaign of World War I. In 1918, came the greatest
calamity of all == Igik's father died. The 12-year-old bey had to
go te Incesu to live with a brother-in-law, a poor farmer like hisg
father. PFor the rest of his life, Isik worked as a laberer for other
men, '‘'sometimes for money; sometimes for foed in the stomach.''

His one attempt to leave Incesu and seek a better life
for himself in Adana, 200 km away te the south, ended in failure.
''Once, I went to Adana to work in a cetton field for a textile
companye. I was there 25 days, then got ill and came back. I had
gone to Adana en feot, and I came back on foot.''

Illness has dogged Isik all his life. He went te
Kayseri in 1926 to de his military service, but sicknesg sent him
home after 20 months (the usual term of gervice then was 36 months).
''"When I walk, my knees hurt me,'*' he sayse. '

Igik ''retired’'’ in 1968. When hig wife died in 1974,
he was left alone, except for his twe sonses ''I can't cook, ang I
can't work, and I can't always visit my sons,'' he says. ''Otherwige,
life is okay.*® :

~dsik and his wife had seven children, of which enly
two lived into-.adulthood, Both live in Kayseri. Mehmet works
as an errand bey in an office fetching coffee and tea for the
employees; he works in his Incesu barberghep snly on weekends.
The oldest son, whe isg 58, used to work as a driver in Kayseri,
but pregently dees net have a joeb. When asked about the main
changes he has seen in his life, Isik replies that when he was
young, °''I would go to Kayseri and stay in a caravansaray. New,



-17=

KWC-25

I stay in an apartment with ene of
my song —- that's the difference.''

Degpite all his '
dlfflcultles, Isik hag lived a long
time and is proud to tell you. why.

'**I never gmoke, and I eat lots of
yeghurt,'' he sayse. .  ''l wake up early
every day znd go to bed ezrly. If I
go to the coffee ‘houge, I sit outside,
net ingide. In the summer , I ge to
the grapefields.'’

bothSYIn Akklgla, “Igmail and .
Khamir Metin)femember the difficulties »
of former times. - ''We did not have any
coal then, so we cut woed in the
mountains,'' says Mrse Metins Ismail %
remembers that it teok the men half ;
a day to carry the weed en their backs
down from the mountain. Harvesting
and threshing grain once took three
monthg, ''but with tracters and
threshing MaChlneS, the hardest werker
can de it in three: days, ‘the laziest
in 10,'' says Mirse Metin. .

The Metins, and meny ef
their neighbers in Akkigla, are
Turkmen, former nemadic people whe
have settled in villages. Every
year, beginning about mid-April,
the Turkmen take their sheep,

oats, and cows up to the yayla
%hlgh plateau) for three months.
While encamped on the plateau,
the Turkmen people live in tents.
Formerly, they wéuld transpert
the tents to the yayla in cew-
driven carts, but now use
tractors.

Mechanlzatlon made
the difference in Golcuk, as well.
‘'Life ig getting easier and
easlier becausge of mechanlzatlen,
says Bedriye Kaya (phete en p.~14
''Formerly, we uged to get up in
the summertime ag seon as the sun.
roge and go to the fields. Now, -
we gtill get up early, but we take .
everythln° easy and aren't worried
about things as we ence were.''

Vlllagers in Akk1$la busily erecting

‘a yayla cadiri (tent) purely fer

my benefit. Thege are Turkmen

 people, villagers whe spend three
 manths a year encamped on the

Yayda (high plateau) grazing their

animals and living in these tents.

I had been asgking- ‘the Metin

family abeout these tents when,

all of a sudden, they decided to
put one up; many ef their neighbers
Jelned in the fun, The women played
a major rele in this eperatlon and
one of them joked, ''Ve den't

. need you men —— we ¢an deo it
eurselveg!''

For Golcik, the first big improvement came in 1951,

when the government bullt a paved read up from Jarkey.

''Formerly,

things were dlfflcult becauge of the limited transpertation,'’

says Bedriye's hugband Nebi.

machinery came here.

'*"After the read was built, people
going by stepped here and bought foed and animalsg.

Firms selling

And we found the eppertunity fer marketing,

especially grapes, to places like sarkey.'’
-With the road came government agricultural technicians



Turkmen villagers in Akkigla erecting their yayla tent,
providing me with an extraerdinary pheto eppertunity. -
The women even built a fire te shew me hew they ceok
when they're en the plateau. , :
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who ''showed us how to use fertilizers,'' says lir. Kaya. ''They
convinced us to buy them. We didn‘'t use fertilizers in my
beyhood, but now we are addicted te them. We can say ylelds
have gene up 10 timeg.'' i .

By the 1960s and 1970s, services that had previously
been restricted to the cities —— electricity, piped water systems,
and telephones —— began te reach the countryside. ''When I was
young, the situation ef Turkey wag so bad,'' says Beker Jahar
in Incesu. '‘Now, we have electricity and water and much foed
in the houses I never. imagined that Turkey's economic situation
would impreve so much. Now, we have lots of material imprevements
such as televigion, washing machines, radies, and refrigerators.''

Kadir Tasaci, 52, has worked as a barber in Incesu
for the past 34 years. ''Social life and econemic life changed --
always in a positive way,'' he sayse. ''I remember when there
wagh't any transpertation between Kayseri and Incesu. Now, there
are lots of buses and taxis. If I have an illness, I can reach
Kayseri in 15-20 minutes. The train station here was finished
in 1932 and people can ge by train. There is an airport in Kayseri
and I can fly anywhere, About 500 homes here now have telephones;
I can telephone any far-away-place if I want te. 4lmost every home
has a black and white televigion and people are now buying color.

''We came to this point, but how much farther we can
go, I don't knew,'' says iir. Tasaci. ''Lots of other countyies
such ag Japan have gone higher than us.'' ‘

'*Incesu was such a small town,'' marvels Yakup Toker,
pulling on a cigarette in a plastic holder, but never inhaling.

' 'Now, lots of factories have opened near hepe. Electricity and
piped water came under the republic.'’

kir. Toker hezrtily appreoves of the republic, Hawing
been born in 1901, he well remembers the Ottoman period, ‘'We
turned our faces westward, and the Ot{oman mentality completely
died,'’ he says. °''The people began te govern themselves., Before,
what the sultan said was right. Democracy in Turkey is 100 percent
right. If people don't like one govermment, they can take it away
in elections where they can vote freely.''

* * *

Life in rural Turkey may have improved. ©Hut this
being an imperfect world, everybody has complaints. Turkish farmersg
are not happy abeut fertilizers, which the gevernment manufactures
and digtributes. , ’

_''If you have money, you can get fertilizerg,'® says
Mehmet Sahli in Incesu. ''But they are expensive, although you
can buy on credit. I find fertilizer expensive, but I have to
have it. If I don't uge it, I get small production.'®
’ . ''Newddyg, we realize the value of fertilizers,''
says Nebi Kaya in Golgike. '‘'But we have preblems using them; we
are using the most expensive ones because we think they are the
best. We haven't had any seil tests done here, so we den't know
what kind of fertilizer is most beneficial for our land.,

R . ''We don't do the tests, partly because of our
timidily and partly because it takes a loeng journey to the
laboeratery in Istanbul, Alse, to have soil tested, the farmer
must get a sample from at least six different parts of his field.
We find this difficult, and so den't de it.'* '
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The farmers in Gunegll also ''need some s0il analysis
o0 show ug what fertilizers to use,'' says Cemil Atas, adding that
the high price of fertiligzer is the farmers' worst problem.

Government agriculturzl experis see the situation
differently, '‘'I don't agree that fertilizer is expensive,'' says
Ref ik Gundogar in Kayseri. ''If you can find a merket for your
crops, it's not expensive. Fertiliger may be considered expensive
by the farmers, but 20 percent of the cost is subsidized by the
government., The only problem is whether they can market and get
a good price. If they can, they will never mention the word
‘expensive' in regard to fertilizers'' :

, llehmet Paydas in Kumbag says the government givesg the
farmers credit te buy fertilizer and that the government purchase
price for certain creps takes into account the price of fertilizer.
*'The government sells fertilizer at a high price and buys the crops
at a2 high price,'' he says. . ' o ,

Indicating that Gundogar and Paydas may be right, the
second mogt common complaint ef farmers is marketing. -

*'I have trouble with marketing,'' says Cemil Atas.
**I produce surflower seeds and potatoes, which the government
deesn't buy at the guaranteed price. I have to sell to businegsmen
in Kayseri and the prices change frem year teo yezr.''’ ‘ ‘

- Omer Ozturk, 48, has an apple orchard ef 100 trees
outside of Gunegli. He had no trouble marketing his apples this
year, but last year had to put them inte underzround storage.

' A\pple prices are low, and I can't get them to other places te
gell,'' he sayse ''I have a tracior, but no time to market. I
den't know which places need apples.'’ : ‘

. In akkigla, Ismail Metin complains that a fruit
Julce factory was offering to pay orchard farmerg only 12 TL (three
cents) a kile for their apples. ''It's nothing, but what can we

do with our apples?'' he agks. : :

Although they are a bit more self-gufficient because.
they grow somg¢ of their own food, vlllagers suffer from Turkey's
40 pgrgent.lnflatlen rate the game as city people. The high cest
of living is a common complainte. ' '

: ''If you work on a salary, inflation takes it away,''
says a heca (religious teacher) in Mr, Tasaci's barbershop in Incesu.
Turkigh hecas often receive government stipends.

. An eld man named Ahmet Bilgin in Guzel Koy gets so
excited about the subject that he claims people now eat less meat
than they used to because of high prices. '‘Our ancestors were
healthier than we are,'' he says. ''They had no preblems except
hew to live and farm., Now, we have to think of the cosgt of living.''

* * 0 *®

Large-scale migration from tge countryside to -the
cities began in the early 1950s in Turkey.” During the next

two decades; Turkish men in search of work began ranging farther
afield — te Eureope and, more recently, the Middle East. The
largest number went te West uermany during that country's economic
boom of the late '60s and early '70s., Teday, seme 1.2 millien
Turkish gastarbeiter, ''guest workers,'' in Germany send 4.5

billion DM (§l.5 billien) te families back home gach yeari

' " Because of the economic downturn and high unempleyment,
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the West German government has been encouraging Turkish workers

to return home by effering them financial incentives., In 1983,
60,000 workers and family members returned; the number for 1084

WaS expected to be 320,000, German tourlsts in Turkey have no
problem getting around because they are always running into someone
who speaks some German.

In Golcuk, only five men had gone to Germany ; two -
have gince returned. ''Only poor men go,'' says Nebl Kaye.

'*They stay for 5-10 years. When they come back, we can't say
thet they're rich, but they do have the capital to buy a-car and
2 new house,''’

Family ties in Turkey are so strong that people hate
to leave home unless they absolutely have to. "Ferelgn places are
difficult to live in,'' goes a Turkish expression. ''The farmers
have a fezr of going te Germany for reagens nobody can.know well,''
gays Mre Kaya. "They feel some fear, but don't knew why.'' o

But some men have no cheice but te go. ''When I was
young, I didn't even have enough money to buy cigarettes,'' says
Ali Soydan in Sarieflan. ''Then I went to Germany and worked 10
years in a plaster factory in lkunich. My family stayed here znd
I sent them money. It was difficult being away from my family
beczuse'' —- using a colloquial expression —- ''‘'enly Allah can
live alene.' I wasg bored there. But when I came back, I bought
a2 houge and furniture, a television, and a refrlﬁerater. I alge
built a barn and bought some animalg.''

One thing Mr. Seydan did net bring back from Germany
was a gophisticated knowledge of German culture. When asked what
the main differences are between Turks and Germans, he says the
Germang drink much beer and eat pigs, horses, and denkeys, which
the Iglamic religion forbids the Turks from doing.

Exposure te Eurepean culture and habite does have
an eﬁrect, although this varies with the individual and is difficult
to assesse

' 'Young people can stay in Eurepe, but the adults
certalnly come back,'' says Mehmet Aydin in Gunegll, who worked
five years in a German Opel factery and one year in France. ''It
depends en a man's customs whether he returns fronm Germany if a
man believes and acts Turkish custems, he can live in a village
here., But if he liked the life in Germany, he will have to choose
the German life because he will be unhappy in Turkey.''

Even when they return, men may assume gome European
affectationse In Akkigla, where peeple wear typical Anatolian
garb, one man stood out conspicuously in a brown leisure suit and
white fedora. Sure enough, he had been to Germany.

In Egkiemerler, some 100 families are new working
'*outside,’' says Ahmet Lulic, 43, the village mayer. Mr. Lulic,
a steut man in a light green safari suit, himgelf spent eight
years working in a chemical factory and then a pipe factory in
Dusgeldorf before returning in 1972.

~ Ovyer the years, 350 '‘'rich men" ‘from Egkiemerler
have returned from Germany and then moved te Kayserl ingtead
of living in the village, he says. ''They said they couldn't
live here anymere. They rented out their fields te other pcople
te work and then beught houses in Kayseri.

''The children of thesge peeple had studled in
Germany, where they learned professiong such as palntlng and
building. We haven't any place here for those children te work.
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That's why they left «- because of the children.''

According te Mehmet Aydin, a man's decision on whether
to stay in the village after his return from abroad '‘depends on
what he hag got in the village.'' _ :

Cemil Atas of Gunegli spent 12 years in Germany
working en a ship. Returning five years ago, he bought a tractor,
some flelds, and opened a small shop. He says he stayed in
Gunegli instead of moving te Kayserl because, ''If I had stayed
in Kayseri, I could only have bought a house or a flat there.

All my capital would have been spent on the house. I want my
children to lead an easy life.'’ _ _

It is still not clear what effects returning migrants
are having on village society. Social researchers have yet to do
a comprehensive study. lilbeccel Kiray has a theory that secial
changes will occur becauge women are left alone in the villages
when their husbands ge abroad. Ferhunde Ozbay says she doubts
that the women are actually beceming mere independent. *‘'But I
did obgerve that the villagers' consumption patterns changed quite
radically,’'' she adds.

Mge Ozbay participated in a Turkish study done in
the town of EreZli on the Black Sea coast. She noticed there that
‘'many returned migrants built apartment houses in the middle of
farms, but the houses lacked piped water, er any infrastructure
at all. They even buy bathtubs and £ill them with water that they
carry from a well. They hope that sometime the government will
provide the infrastructure. :

''This need for a bathtub is a completely new
phenomenon,'' muses Mse. Ozbay. -"Fgr sure, they've seen it abroad
and they're trying to imitate the life they lived there. But
unfertunately, they don't realize that infrastructure is more
important than having a .bathtub.''

‘ Another odd discevexry was te find °®'both men and
women complaining that if they didn't have certain consumption
goods, like furniture and _ televisiens, their neighbeors would net
talk to them,'' says Ms. Ozbaye. ''One man wanted to save for a new
house and did net want to gpend hig money on these thingg. But the
neighbors would not talk to his wife because they think they're not
a proper family without anything in their house. The wife had a
really hard time and cried because the neighbors said so many bad
things. At the end, the man just get his money from the bank and -
bought furniture, a TV get, and other things.'' :

%* * ) *

. . So prenounced is the migrating phenemenen in the
Kayseri regien that some villages have ceased to be proper farming
comnunities and have become instead heliday resorts for former
residents. That's the case with Guzel-Kay-Kayabag, which has been
declining as an agricultural center for the past 30 years. Today,
only five famillies in Kayaba) still farm, none in Glizel Koy.

. - This never was a rich agricultural area. The land

is hilly and rocky. Since irrigatien is net cost-effective, the
farmers depend entirely on rain, which is about 360 mm a year. With
no opportunlities left in the village, the young peoeple leave for
the cities of Turkey or they go wbread. |

Guzel Kéy-Kayabag is now mostly a community ef eld
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In the ravine between GuUzel Koy and Kayabag. From
left to right, Nilufeg Dugun; Ali Dugun; their friend
Erdal sSan from Kayabag; and one of my interpreters.

people. The primary schoel in Guzel Koy had to close z few years
ago because of lack of children. Elderly, pot-bellied Ahmet
Bilgin discleses that fact to a visitor one afternoen while
chatting with some middle-aged women at Guzel Xoy's communal
oven.  ''Why don't you produce more children se we can set up
another primary gchoel?'' one of the women asks him. ''My battery
hag run dead,'' Mr. Bilkgin replies, to the hoets and cackles of
the women, ce . . ve
Ali Dugun, 57, is rather typical of Guzel Koy
natives. His father had owned 35 acres, '’'the biggest farm
here,'' he sayse. ''But the fields brought enly enough food te
feed our six oxen, One day, my father stopped farming and became
a builder.'’ L :
Neither Mr. Dugun nor elther of his two brothers
stayed on the farmes In 1941, he went to ankara to work in an
aircraft factory. Later, he worked in the construction business
in varieug Turkish cities. Finally, he established a jewelry
shep- fer his son in Ankara, alse buying him a Mercedes. after
having an eperation en both his eyes, iir., Dugun retired., He and
hig wife Nilufer now spend half the year in éﬁhel Koy in the old
family house, which he and hig brothers maintain.

L Degpite all the years he spent away from the village,
Mr. Dugun still has a special feeling for this piece of ground.
''Wherever I go in the world, I can never find a place like thig,''
he says. ''There is ne noise or air pellution here, no gossip,
and no stress. What I find is fresh air, friendly atmosphere, fresh
water, and being with nature. The most impertant thing is that I
feel myself together with my reots.''
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But lir. Digun fears that his family's attcchment to
this rocky land with its old stone houses and anclent memories
will not continue after him. ‘'When I die, my son =and his children
will not come here,'"'" ' '

* % *

hizny young people also have strong emotional tiesg
to their villages, but their preblem is meking a living. DNebedy
wants to be a farmer apymore, _ &

In Kumbag, Halil Koner, 19, and Recep Saglam, 20,
are both tall, muscular fellows with a common interest in football
(soccer). Recep is presently a professional player with the
Tekirdag Spor team; Halil would like to play professionally after
he completes his military service, ‘ R 3

Halil's father is a small former who also runs a small
grocery store in town. If lialil doesn't make it in feotball, he
may help in his father's store. He definitely would like to stay
in Kumbag if he could. ''Living in another city is difficult,'’
he says. ''It's a matter of courage. We young people dream of.
going te the big city, but can't."'’ :

''The young people in this village prefer to open
a shop rather fthan continue farming,'' says Recep, whose father ig
2alse a gmall farmer. ''Farming is very difficult. The young
generation prefers to stay in the village a2nd try to make money
from other things, such as running a shop, fishing, and so on.

''lly parents didn't teach me to be = good farmer;
they never took me to the fields. Parents don't want us to work
in the fields because they know the farming life isg difficulte'’

Despite all the advances of the lagt 50 years,
farming in rural Turkey is still viewed in negative termg —— as
something you do when you can't de anything elge. ''We are able
only to do this job,'' says Mustafa Tuncer, Emir's 75-year-old
brother. ''We’ thought that if we went to the cities, we would
become hungry. We are prefessionals enly at farming,'’

‘'We want our children to get a higher education and
make themselves known in society,'' says Ismail Metin in Akkigla.
''We went them to go to school. If they don't, their only chance
1s to become farmers and feed animalg,''

* * *

Throughout the period of my interviews in rural
Turkey, I was struck by the sence of optimism and pride in
accomplighment expressed by middle-aged and elderly villagers.
Except for a few complaints -- the high price of fertilizer, -
problems of marketing, and inflatien -- they generally gseemed
satisfied with the economic and social conditiens of their .
villages. Having lived through difficult timeg in their youth 3,
they seem happy with the material improvements of the last 50
Years. For them, life has never been better, : ‘

, This spirit is in marked contrast to the gloomy
discentent I often found among young, educated, urban Turkse
The stagnation of Turkey's industrial gecter offers them few
oppertunities. The country's wobbly demecracy, which requires
periodic military intervention to suppress chaos, dees net
ingpire confidence. Traditional rules of social behavior, both



relations between the sexes and the deference that must be accorded
elders and superiers, can be stifling

I discugsed thls phenomenon with LUubeccel Klray,
asking her if Turkish people in the villages could be con31dered
happler than those who live in the cities. Her answer was
surpriging and, I also thought, rather wise.

''"The old people in the villages have such cheerful
lives because they have put the major respensibilities of life =
children, family, and work -- behind them,'' she replied., ''The
family leaves them secure enough so that they don't worry about
being left out in the cold.

''There is no doubt that life is much more comfortable
in both villages and urban zreas than it was 30 or 40 years a:o.
But for the young people with respon81blllt1es, life ig uncertain.
Change is very real for them. They lack stability. They can lose
their jobgs They can build their lives up to a certain peint and
then loge everything. This insgtability brings anxiety and
disatisfaction.

''"But,'' she added, '‘this disatisfaction is not
entirely bad, necause it becones a motive for imprevement and
developuent,'

Turkey can only hope that its young people respend
as pos1t1vely to change as its older generatlon.

Sincerely,

/ iwm C&n&
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lsuch is the Turkish deification of Ataturk — his
countenance appears on pogtage stamps, all denominations of the
currency, and upoen the wall of every shep and buginess in the
land -- that a foreigner wonders if the Turks are really serious
about all thise I was surprised to find that they are., Even
young, educated Turks who had been slightly leftist during their
university days spoke of Atzturk with respect, if net adoration.
The one exception was a Muslim fundamentalist whe did not care for
many of Ataturk's secular reforms., But he declined to say anything,
good or bad, abeut Ataturk personally. My conclugion is that a
foreigner should net underestimate the profound held Ataturk still
has on the Turkish sbul. : :

Progress is quite relative. I came to Turkey after
having visited Egypt and North Yemen. At the American embassy in
Ankara, an officlal asked me for my impressions of Turkey. I
rattled on about how prosperous, clean and modern the country .
appeared. He looked quite astounded. '‘'VWhere have you been?''
he asked.
Both Egypt and Nerth Yemen had once been incorporated
inte the Ottoman Empire. I was interested to investigate Turkish
attitudes toward the Arabs. In my unscientific sampling of
opinion, I found that Turks generally thought the Arabs to be
backward, quarrelsome, and somewhat brainless. Despite the
common religion and cultural similarities (particularly as ¢oncerns
the role of women), there does not seem to be a2 lot of sympathy
between the two peoples.

''The dissolution of the Ottoman Empire and the rige
of the secular Turkish Republiec meant that Turkish and Arab
peoples, whose lives had been intertwined for so many centuries,
were now on separate courses,'' wrote British journaligt Peter
Mangfield in his book the Arabs (New York: Penguin Books, 1983).
''"Ataturk's personality and modernizing refeorms attracted
widespread interest throughout the Arab world, especially among
university students and the professional clagses, but the concern
was not mutual =nd there wns remarkably little intercou®se between
the two nationse. ‘here wans antipathy between ‘turks and Arabs
derived from the former imperisl/colonial relationship, and Ataturk’s
policies were aimed to persuade the Turkish people to forget the
past glorieg of the Ottoman impire and Iglam and to concentrate
on developing a strong modern gtzte on European lines.'' (p. 230)

During the summer of 1984, Arab teurists suddenly
discovered that lurkey was a great place for a vacatien; they
descended en Istanbul in recerd numbers, abeut 500,000, always
in enormous family greups. Abeut the same time, the Turks
noticed that the Arab world prevides an exscellant market for
Turkigh agricultural experts (Turkish censtructien firms have
been active in the oil countries for several years). Finally, .
ebserverg have noticed indications of resurgent Iglamic fundamentalism
in Turkey in recent years. These three phenomena encouraged
Turkish and foreign journalists te write about Turkey's sudden
lurch back to Islam and the east. : . . .

I would read theose kinds of news storles with a
cold, dubious eye. Turkey shares Dorders with three Iglamic
stateg -~ Iran, Irag, and Syria (the last twe being Arab). With
none of those countries has Turkey's past relations been
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outstandingly friendly, and they are net se nowe In fact, Pgime
Minister Turgut Ozal teld parliament on Octeber 10 that Kurdish
rebels now operating in eastern Turkey had been trained in Syria.
Sure, the Turks want te sell more of their products in the Arab
werld -- who deesn't? —- but when it comes te the really big
economic and strategic issues, they look to the west, which is
gseen as net enly mere pewerful, but alse more reliable,

In early Nevember, the Turks hested a2 meeting of
the Iglamic Cenference Organization.  The English-language
Turkigh Daily Newg, an independent newspaper, ran an editorial
deplering the divisiens in the Arab and lslamic werld, particularly
the Iran—-Iraq war. The paper expressed the hope that ''Islamic
nations display the maturity and feeling ef respengibility that
will elevate them to the level of the industrialized world.'®

The Turks den't see the Arabs as worthy of emulatien
in cultural matters either. On August 21, TDN carried an AP )
stery abeut Turkey's Arab teurist Beem. ''Turks have mixed feelings,'’
the stery said. ''Seme worry that western visiters will confusge
them'' =~ the Arabs -- ''with the indigeneus pepulation eof the
couniry, believing this 98 percent Meslem country is less
wegsternized than it is. Travel agency efficials say that several
luxury hotels, which cater te mestly Eurepean and American
clientele, admit Arab guests with reluctance. Tourism Minister
Mikerrem Tagcieglu'' -~ who is much given te dramatic hyperbole —-
''has threatened te °‘gmash the head ef anyene who dees noet treat
properly eur white-rebed guests.' He added: 'We shall recover
the money spent by our peeple whe go on the pilgrimage to Mecca,
Saudi Arabia.''’ ‘

Barlier, on August 14, TIDN had described the effect
a greup of Arab tourists had on the seaside resert of Fethiye.
''The other day, a group ef Arab teurigts were in tewn,'' TDN
guoted the mayer of Fethiye as saying. ''Many of the women had
covered their faces with perdah (veils). Yeu should have seen
the reaction of the lecal people. They were amazed; they thought
that Fethiye had been invaded by creatures from outer space.'’

JMg. Ozbay thinksg sex inequality in primary scheol
attendance is net the real preblem in Turkigh educatien; eventually,
Turkey will achieve 100 percent primary scheel attendance, she sayse

‘ 0f more concern te her is the male/female gap in
secendary scheols and higher and what this says abeut class
inequality in Turkey. '‘'The class differences in higher scheol
attendance are much more impertant than sex differences in Turkey
in general ,'' she says. ''The gap between males and females is
cleging up in primary scheel, but anether inequality starts
becoming more impertant in terms ef higher education.'' For
example, in western Anatelia, Turkey's mogst ''pregressive’' regien,
enly eight er nine percent of rural children attend higher scheols:;
within that greup, the differences between males and femaleg isg
enly one percent. But in urban areas, the attendance figure is
abeut 60 percent for higher scheols. ''The gap between urban and
Xural becomes quite impertant in secondary scheels,'' says Mg
Ozbay, ''In the upper middle class, all the femaleg are educated.
But only twe percent of females graduate from a university in
Turkey, seo thli iwe percent is enly among the upper middle clasg.''

When'I 1gft Turkey in December, a fierce
contreversy was raging in the Turkish press about the blatant
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partiality that state-ewned TRT (Turkish Radie and Televisgion)
displays toward the ruling Anavatan (Motherland) Party. TRT.
rarely givesg oppesition peliticians an epportunity to express
their views;. intelligent panel discussiens of news events, with
eppesing viewpointg, are absent from Turkish televigien. TRT is,
in fact, your typical Third World government mouthpiece. The
Turks seem rather resigned to this; at least their newspapers,
wirich are extremely lively by Third World standards, give them
alternative news and opiniens. : : .

. But in November, a preminent anavatan deputy resigned
from the party after a quarrel with Prime Minister Ozal. The
Turkish newspapers gave this incident front page coverage, but
TRT did not mentien it at all on the evening news.

There was a feeling in the country that TRT had
gone tooe far this time. On November 18, IDN columnist (em )
Sevin blasted away. ''Being a journalist and having an eppertunity
to learn what had in effect actually happened at the end of the
day, I am truly amazed at the way the TRT reflects the incidents
ingide Parliament,'' wrote Mr, Sevin. ''When we knew that all
is net well in Parliament that day, we are told that all ig milk
and honey and are shewn film feotage of serious discussgiens and
gentiemanly behavier ameng parliamentarians. Sometimesg, we are
net shown anything at all. Why? Why is the TRT hiding the things
that will be shown on the covers of the newspapers the next day?''
lir. Sevin concluded hig celumn with a mest perceptive
and useful questien: ''Will Premier Ugzal show the courage to allew
privately-owned networks te start breadcasting?'’
Turkish peeple have been emigrating for a long time.
At the turn of the century, America was the place te ge. Today,
there are 51,915 US residents originally bern in Turkey (compared
te 210,998 Greeks). v T
In Gunegli, ene of lichmet Aydin'g prize pessessgions is
a_charceal drawing taken frem an old phetograph. It shews & serieus,
clean—-ghaven young man wearing a suit that would have been fashienable
about the time of World War I, The lonz, sguarish face does net
appear particularly Turkish, but this ig lr., Aydin'g uncle Paga.
Paga immigrated to the United Statem in 1917, and
apparently became a plumber —- he worked with pipes in a municipal
bullding. The family in Guneglil did not hear anything from Paga
until 1955, when a Turkish man frem a nearby village returned -
from America and visited them, bringing the small phete ef his
friend Paga and a $2,500 check. He said Paga, who had never married,
was dead. Mre Aydin dees not know where his lncle Paga lived er
is buried in the US. His father had once copied down his brether's
address in a netebook, but hir. Aydin cannet new find that notebook.
‘ . In Kayabag, the villagers speak of a man named Hilmi
Who had gone to America. Suppesedly, Hilmi ''built many facteries
there and was rich.'' Five years age, Hilmi returned to his
village, nearby Efkere, te ''raige 50 or 60 chickens'' in his
retirement, He died in Efkere. The villagers still refer te him
as ''the American.'!’ - , _ :
' Maybe Thomag Welfe was right -- you can't go home
again.
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