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KAYSERI CARPETS: TRADITION KEPT ALIVE

by
Kenneth W, Cline

Some 50 years ago, a woman from the central Anatolian
city of Kayseri sat down at her loom and put the finishing touches
to her creation. Into the dark red and black geometry of her wool
carpet, she had woven a portrait —— herself in a chair holding a
baby girl named GGl (''Rose,'' in Turkish)., Along the border, she
had added the inscription, Yaga gok Gul gen, ''Gul, may you live a
long time.''

' - The art of this anonymous woman now hangg in a Kaygeri
carpet shop. You won't find many carpets like it, no matter how
hard you lock. O0ld carpets are scarce, being in great demand, and
the new ones are mass produced according to standardized designs,
leaving no room for individual expression.

Surely, something has been lost., But in other respects,
modern Kayseri (pope 315,000) continues o maintain Turkey's T00=year-
old tradition of producing fine, hand-made carpets. Of the 500,000
looms estimated to be active in the country, 40 percent are located
in villages of the Kayseri region, making it Turkey's largest
carpet-producing center, These looms produce wool,.silk, and artificial
silk carpets, all of them hand-knotted, utilizing a technique the
Turkish peoples developed sometime before the 13th century (historians
argue about exactly when and where the so-called '‘pile rug,'' or '
carpet, was invented -- the evidence ig unclear).. - .

’ The Turks had certainly perfected carpet manufacturing
by the 13th century. After Marco Polo journeyed through Anatolia
in 1271, he testified that '‘the best and handsomest carpets in the
world are made theree.'' The. Turks taught the gkill of carpet-making
to the Iranians, who did not develop original designs until the 16th
century; by the 19th century, however, the Iranian industry had
surpassed the Turkigh manufacturers. .

' . . Today, hand-made carpets are still big business in
Turkey, providing employment for about 1 million people. Turkish
carpet exports, which go mogtly to Europe and to the rich Arab

states, reached $220 million in the first 10 monthg of 1984, an all-
time high. But is that good enough? Political problems in Iran and

Kenneth Cline 1s a Village Reporting Fellow of the Institute studying
rural life in Turkey :
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Afghanistan should have given Turkey
a chance to increage its ghare of
the market during the 1980s. But
'in 1983, Turkey exported $158
milllon worth of hand-made carpets,
$42 million less than in 1980; it wag
still fourth in the list of exporting
countries, behind India ($575 million)
Iran ($550 million), and Pakigtan
($250.million). Only China ($150
milliong, Afghanistan ($100
million) and Russia ($40 million)
did worse. Why can't the Turks,. the
people who supposedly invented
carpets, sell more of them?

Dealers in Igtanbul's
Covered Bagzaar, the country's
largest carpet center, poini to
marketing problemg, the familiar
gremlin of Turkish industrye.
"'At the moment, marketing is a
bottleneck,'' says dealer Halit
Kamagak, a Kayseri native.
The Iraniang have been more
successful in Eurave, Turkey's
biggest market, he says, Dealers
also blame the current econonic
slowdown in Europe. ''Carpets
ard® luxury items,'' gays whole-
saler Ibrahim Turan in
Kayseri, ''A German man will

buy foed, service his . The work of patience. Women from

eutomoblile, or go to Spain a village near Kayseri work on

on holiday before he decides a wool carpet thati requires about

to put a silk carpet on hig 225,000 knots per square meter;

walle'' an average weaver can tie 900 knots
A cloger look at an hour.

the Turkish carpet industry

suggegtas the malaige goes deeper. Ag Kamagak says, ''Quality must
improve.'' Becauge of Kayseri's huge role in the industry, a detailed
look at hew carpets are made there will reveal much that ig right and
much that ig wrong with Turkey's hand-made carpet businesgg,

* %* %*

The city of Kayseri is situated in a fertile, well-
watered plain bounded on the north by the Kizilirmak River and to
the south by the towering, twin snow-capped peaks of Mt. Erciyes
(1,305 £t.)s Since ancient times, a prosperous agriculture based
on wheat and barley has supported a large scttlement here; the city
became an important commercial center becauge it is located at the
center of intersecting trade routes. The Romansg named the city
Caesarea, which later became ''Kayseri'' in Turkish,

After Marco Pole had praiged Anatolian carpets, he
went on to list Kayseri, Konya, and Sivag ag major citieg of the
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.region. Some art historians take this as evidence Kaygeri was
a major carpet center by the 13th century. It is probably true
~that Turkish women in the area have been continually producing
carpets since the Turks settled there in the 12th centurye.
In traditional Turkish village life, an ummarried girl would lavigh
great care on the products of her loom because she knew that a
sultor's parents would ingpect her handicrafts and judge her value
as a wife accordingly. When ghe moved into her new household as
& marrled woman, the carpets and kilims she had made became an
important part of her trousseau.
. But mogt historiang do not identify Kayseri ag a
major carpet manufacturing center during either Seljuk or Ottoman
times, Kayseri actually rose to prominence in this field after
World War II under the leadership of some talented entrepreneurs,
Thege men set the local women to work making carpets whose designg
copled the mihrab (prayer niche) motifs of clagsical Iranian TUZS.
Unlike some .other well-known Turkish carpet centers — Konya
Bergama, and Ladik -- Kayseri never develope igt ien
jioeana eloped a unigue design of
Mustafa Inanir, 51, is one of the men who made Kayseri
a ggeat power 1n the carpet industry. He is known in the trade ag
a ''manufacturer,’'' a man who supplies the carpet women with looms
maferials, and designs in return for the right to purchase their ’
finighed products. A short man with a round face and brown
mustache, he emanates furioug energy; thig energy led him from
humble beginnings to the control of 1,000 loomg. He egtimateg
that his weavers produce each year about 1,500 gquare meters ;f
pure silk carpets, 1,500 of artificial silk, and 2,000 of wool.
) Many smaller manufaciurers negotiate with their
. Weavers directly, but Inanir has 50 ''chiefs'' to do thig work for
- him,. He himself directs his empire from a new five-stors offi
ggyg%:xs%?efiyseri%yl$h§ building's exterior frontage isythe gggest
-3 is i i i i
unugual in a city ag drabr;g §§§§§rgfth varnished wood trim,
As Inanir tell: i i i i
:::lﬁhzi%éigg of Akmescit, 43 ;gefgggrﬁéygégifaméii %ggggfinat?:rmer
tI'sv Derson in the village to take an interest i ’
At that time in the mid-1950 oine ip arpets.
§:§s:r% arzg gengered on 2ges;iﬁg:gec§§p§§n§zggfigtgglg§r%ge:g: of
§ Tle ac to thi ~i
*'Binyan carpets’’ becausz ggyéhfagggﬁiagaﬁg:Esnargrgfpen falled
rave manse, ST et fron Sy bt IR e
2 o .My father took my sister to a vill ar BU
digcover how te do it. Sh age near Bunyan to
:?:n'? Viggésuﬁcessful w?tg %ﬁ?gnggéig::snOtWEzgp%ezziz.bagz gighegh
y. in e wa * .0 m the
for the girlé in ou: §igg§;.§§nkrupt “8 a'result of buying materials
Fortunatel 3 s
the arny — carpentry. With his omn hande, he byl sone okl
superior to those his father had bought any b
family to work. *'Thers 1o an o ,and sget the'women of the
nothing, but clapping two :ogethig ggsigsg Sgg;gg: %ne fand s
with my father brought success to our businiss.': orking together

Gradually, Inanir expanded the number of looms under
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Left, the Kayseri bazaar, a maze of narrow laneg lined with small

specialty shops. In one store, you buy your ghoes; in another, your
shoelaces. The more prosperous carpet traders operate from the
Bedesten, at right, a restored 18th century Ottoman han, or market.
The Bedesten is located on the northern edge of the bazaar. Becauge

it is known as the carpet center of the bazaar, rents are high.

his control until he became one of the four or five bi
manufacturers in Kayseri, He credits his succes
of the business methods of rival manufacturers and his ability to
improve upon thoge methods. ''I watched what they did, but never
copied them,'' he gays. Indeed, Inanir was the first Kaysgeri

manufacturer.to produce silk carpets. Many othersg followed and
today Kayseri rivalg Hereke, a famoug carpet center near Igtanbul,
in the production of gillk carpetse.

. Waxing philogephical, Inanir degcribes the carpet
buginess as ''jusgt like a circle'' becauge it always changes.,

''For a time, silk ig in faver, then wool. It's supply and demand,
¥We can wait months te sell one ¢

arpet; at other times, we can't
keep up with the demand.'® -

To protect himgelf from these fluctuatiens, Inanir
opened z stationery store in Kayseri 15 years age and purchased
shares in a congtruction firm. Not bad for a man with only a

ggest carpet
s to careful study
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primary school education.

For the women who actually make the carpets, the
business is far less lucrative. For them, it is grueling work
requiring infinite patience. The women customarily put in 10-
hour days at their loomg., The work is hard on the eyes and finger
joints; a typical Kayseri woel carpet requires about 225,000 knots
per square meter and a weaver of average skill can tie 900 knots
an hour.

"'Don't think this is easy work!'' exclaims Hatice
Hayva, 50, to a vigitor as she sits with her ihree daughiers in
front of her loom in the village of Higargik (pep. 4,000), a half
hour's drive from Kayseri. The three girls range in age from 18
te 12. Sitting on cushieng while they work in a room attached to
their houge, the girls smile as their mother makes a little joke.
‘*The girls want to sleep in the morning and play about like the
birdg -- it's their natural right — but they have to make carpets
ingtead."'’ 1 th &y leugh, insists

Mrg. Hayva, 2 large woman wlith a rea augh, ir
that ''we don't iike %Xis worke'' Be that as it may, it is also true
that earpet weaving provides Turkish village women with goed
supplemental income during the winter, when they are not needed in
the fields. A good weaver can make $125 a menth, sood meney in a couniry
where the average government paycheck is $75 a month.

lMirge. Hayva's hugband liehmet ig a truck driver and )
member of the Hisargik City Council. Carpet preduction is increasing
in Hisargik '‘'because there are no other handicrafts here anymore,'’
he says, adding that women in neighbering villages are ‘taking up the
craft too.

Carpet manufacturing may be increasing in the villages,
but the expansion has come among those loomg producing second- oy
third-quality werke. According to Ibrahim Turan, the number of looms
doing %ap quality work, the upper 10 percent, has actually been
decreasings Turan ghould knew, since his business deals with new,
rather than antique carpets. He says the demand for lower quality,
and legs expensive, carpets is greater than that for top~of-the-line
masterpieces. Alse, ''‘people receive money frem Germany and don't
want to work hard anymore,'' he says, referring to the 1.2 millien

Turkish workers in Wegt Germany who send home $1.5 billion to their
families each year.

Even Turan, who makes a living selling new carpets,
admits that their quality cannet compare with that of carpets made
before World War I. The preblem is not se much workmanship as
materials, the use of machine- rather than hand-spun weel, for
example, but particularly the celers. Until synthetic dyes were
intreduced a century ago, lMiddle Eastern villagers extracted natural
celoers from roets and leaves by various beiling processes, using the
wild madder plant for red and indige fer blue. 4ll carpet connoisseurs
agree that synthetic dyes have never equalled the beauty ef natural
ones; becauge they impregnate the wool fibers so deeply and color
them go evenly, the surface appears hard and lifeless in cemparigen
to the geft and varied tones produced by natural dyes.

Producers in all countries find synthetic dyes
more convenient, and few still use the natural colors. FProducers
in Yahyali, a village 80 km south of Kayseri do, but they cut
corners; their natural dyes are not up to the old standards. TIweo
Marmara Univer gity-gupported cooperatives in the villages
of Ayvacik and Yuntdag in western Turkey have begun using
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Although only 26, Muammer Ozrendeci has his own shep

in the Bedesten, where he deals in antigque carpets.

''It takes a long time to learn this business -- not
everyone understands the value of these things,'' he
sayse. Ozrendeci hag had hig ghop for only two years,

but he learned the business from an uncle. He is helding
a l70~year-eld carpet made by yiirik (nomadic) people of
the Taurug leountainge The design 1s traditional mihrab
(prayer niche) with the old Turkish (Arsbic letters
inscription, ''Here is the vase, here ig the towel, which
is hung on the line, and here ig the direction of Mecca
in which you pray.'’ :

old-gtyle mnatural dyes after years of careful research, but production
is still small, about 1,000 carpets a year, which are exported and
not sold inside Turkey.

Vegetable~dye carpets made before the widespread
use of chemical dyes are valued highly by collectors =nd have been
digappearing from Turkey. ''It's really difficult noew to find old
vegetable~dye carpets,'' says Muammer Ozrendeci, 26, a casual, friendly
man with a nasal twang %o his heavily accented English who specializes
in selling antique carpets. ''A piece that cost $12 as recently
as 15 years age will fetch $500 today.'’
- Uzrendeci and traders like him gpend the winters
scouring the villages of eastern Turkey, the country's poorest
region, looking for old carpets. The villagers sometimes do not
appreciate the value of their old carpets and will trade them
in for new machine-made ones. ''If you can buy an 21d natural-dye
carpet cheap, you can make a lot of profit,’'' says Czrendeci.
v Like most traders specializing in old carpets,
Ozrendeci has a shop in the Bedesten, a restored 18th century
Ottoman han, or market. Located in the heart of the old city, on the
edge of the modern bazaar and near the 13th century Seljuk fortreas,

the Bedesten is an ideal place to meet the wandering tourist.
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*17hig Bedesten is the carpet section of the bazaar,''
says Ozrendecis. ''If I had a shop outside the Bedesten, nobody
would be zble to find it.'' Finding space in the Bedesten is net
easy oer cheap. Ozrendeci had to spend $15,000, borrowed from his
father, to take over another man's lease. On top of that, he pays
$600 a month in rent. But having a shop underneath these dark, stone-
vahlted ceilings is worth it, he says. ) . . v

Both Mahir Kaplan, 34, and Sahin Yagcleglu, 42, have
gmall shops outside the Bedesten and find that it hurts thelr
business. '‘I'm not wealthy enough te have a Bedesten shop,'’' says
Kaplan, a lean man with a gentle, cultured face. "élthough gelling
carpets is a good business, it requires a lot of capital -- which I
don't have right now,'’ ) .

Yafcioflu, a large, craggy-faced man with thick glasses,
moved to Kayseri from the Cappadocian tourist town of Urgup three
years ago. (he was tired of paying high cemmiggions to tour gu;des)
and hasn't yet found a suitable location for his shop, which 1is
presently crammed inte a nendescript cubbyhole of the bazaar.

Yagcieglu ig typical of those carpet business people
who 5ellewed other family members into the business. Kamagak, Turan,
and Ozrendeci f£it into thig category; Inanir and Kaplan got inte the
buginess on their own. YaZcioZlu knows hig ancestors dealt in
carpets, but doesn't knew how many generations the tradition. goes
back because of the absence of written records. In the time-
honored fashion, his l2-year—old son Orhan will follow him. .

''"Aman with 50 years' e§pergence in the buginess is
not ag good as Orhan is now,'' says Yagcioglu, visibly swelling with
pridde. ''The boy knows that it's all about researching and loving
carpets.

**I was like Orhan,'' he adds. ''My father taught me
when I was 11 er 12.'' Already Orhan, a quiet and mature boy, helps
his father in the shop and ig studying English at a priva%e language
school in order to communicate better with the tourigts.

Ozrendeci's father was a government employee, buf an
uncle sold carpets in Kayseri before the high inflation of the late
19708 drove him out of‘business.(he had overextended himgelf by
buying too much on credit). While attending school in Kayseri,
Ogrendeci had helped out in his uncle's sho®. Later, he went to
university in Eskigehir to major in eponomicge. After finishing in
1982, he looked for a way to combine his business and language
skillg =~ he gpeaks good English and German -- and decided te return
to Kayseri and sell carpetss

Kaplan's family never had anything te de with carpetse
He graduated from the University of Ankara with a degree in French
and taught that subject in the public schoels for many years, his
last appointment being Kayseri. ''After my military service, I
did not resume teaching because the salary was not enough to suppert
me and my wife,'' he says. Borrowing some money from relatives,
Kaplan established a carpet expert business with a Belgian friend.
''I export mainly to Belgium and Spain,'' he says,

Like most carpet traders, Kaplan has developed a deep
love for the products he gells. '‘'When you train yourself in this
business, you sometimes find pieces that you love and cannet sell,'’
he says. ''I prefer dowery pieces becauge the girlg have done their
best. In Turkey, it's an old custom that when a boy's parents look
for a wife for their son, they first see the carpets she has made.
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Carpet dealer Mahir Kaplan digcussing a vegetable
dye kilim from eastern Turkey. Kaplan finds that
many westerners de net understand the Turkigh way
of bargaining over a cup of hot tea or eoffee. ''4i
furepean enters a shop and ig scared,'' he gsayse
‘'People gometimes see us as businessmen without
human qualities. But bargaining brings an atmosphere
of friendliness, and I like that way of treating
people. Offering a cusgtomer something to drink isg
a traditional custom. We knew that business is
business and friendship is quite different.''

These are totally her ewn inspiratien.
. ''"There is an eld Turkish proverb, 'The one who works
in the jeweler's shop knews the value of the gold,''' he adds. ''You
have te have an idea about the value of thege things. If you consider
a carpet jugt as something te put on the floor, it doegn't seem so
valuable.s You have teo undergtand the tradition of the peeple.''
_ . '*‘For ug Turks, carpets repregent love,'' says

%aéci@g%g. '*The desire to possess these objects is like an illness
or US.e

Yagcioglu is touched by that illness. He is knewn in
Kaygeri carpet circles ag a collector ag much as a trader, someone
who saves his best pieces for hig persenal cellectioen at home, He
says he would never sell the antique carpets in his personal collection
ne matter what price he was offered. To illustrate the peint, he
shows a vigiter an Ottoman cowrt rug with fleral metifs and patchesg
of authentic gold thread, which he has displayed inside a glass case
in hisg home,

''An Italian couple saw that one in Kugadasi, but
argued with eaeh other and didn't buy it and returned to Italy,''
he sayss '‘'Later, the man came back te Kugadasi to buy the carpst,
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but the dealer told him he had sold it to a trader in Istanbule The
Italian went to Istanbul and found that I had purchased it.

. **The Italian came to see me. 'How much do you want
for it?' he asked. I told him I wouldn't sell, fer any price.

‘Why not?' he asked.. 'Becauge if I sell my love, my art will be
nothing,' I told him. .'You want to buy this carpet for your pleasure,
but this is my art and my love.' The Italian began te cry when he
understoed that I would never sell the.carpet.'!'

Ya¥cioZlu doesn't think much of today's carpets. The
old magterpieces were ''the businesgs of patience,'' he says. ''It's
nearly impossible for teday's women.'’ ‘ .

Some obgervers think the lack of distinction in today's
Turkish carpets goes beyond marketing problems, quality control, or.
inferior materials. '‘'The people who originally made the carpets
knew why they were uging certain designs next to other designg --
there was a philosephy behind it,'' says Mrse. Nezihe Araz, a prominent
Turkish journalist (she writes for the daily Milliyet) and amateur
ethnographer., '‘'But the modern carpet designers are just like
photographers. They take picturesg of the old designs, but don's
get down deep inte the philasephy.''’ . .

Thig is certainly true in Kayseri, where carpet design
seemg to involve nothing mere than the indiscriminate copying ef
publighed designs. ''The mest imporfant facter in ithis business
is to find carpet bopks and copy designs from them,'' says Ufar
Unal, 27, who runs a designing business with his younger brother
sukru ’ 25 -

v The 125 carpst designers in Kayseri, some working for
manufacturers and some independent, like the Unal brothers, perform
a vital rele in the industry. With celored pencils, they sketch
on graph paper the patterns the weavers will exscute. They take
their designs either from book illustrations or from the finished
carpets themselves,

Unfoertunately for the designers, most scholarly works
on Turkish carpets are published in foreign languages they can't
reade Carpet degigning is a rather routine and mechanical work
and rarely attracts pcople educated in foreign languages. As a
result, the degigners tend te have only a superficial knowledge of
Turkish carpets.

For example, Ismail Balli, 26, has only a primary
school education. Working out of a cramped, dingy office belonging
te hig manufacturer employer, his major reference work is in the
(to him) mysterious Russian language. Some tourigt left the book
with the father of Balli'g empleyer 25 years before. Published
sometime in the late 193Qs, this work on Turkish and Iranian
carpets is slowly disintegrating; the pages are yellow and torn,
the binding gone, but Balli carefully preserves the coler plates
to copy from,

With all this haphagard copying, Turkish carpet
centers are losing their distinctiveness. Formerly, certain areas
were known for certain designs. But what does it mean today to buy
a Konya= or Lallik-design carpet if it was actually made in Kayseri?
When Kamaiak-was chairman of a carpet exporters festival held in
Istanbul lagt Octeber, he told the press that ''there ig some concern
that people are producing the designs of one area in another area,
and it ig likely that attempts will be made to control such efforts.''
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Perhaps what the government really needs to do is
encourage the publication of carpet research in Turkish and then
disseminate the materialg to those in the industry. Turkish.
scholars such as gerare Yetkin and Belkis Acar have contributed
some valuable werk, but mere is needed.

One government program that seems to be getting
results is desizned te spread carpet-weaving skills to villages
that never made carpets before., Dark-haired Fatma Kara, 22,
enrolled in an 8-menth weaving course in the southern city of
Adana and now works in the village of Egkiémerler (pop. 750) near Kayseri
teaching 31 adolescent girls hew to make carpets. . ''Nebody here
was interested in carpets befeore, s0 this is the first time it'g
been done,'' she gays.

. The government pays Misg Kara's room and board in
Egkidmerler, as well as a salary of $75 a menth, and provides her
with looms and weaving materials to teach the girlse. Carpets
produced at the gchool will be gold by a government cempany in
Igparta with the profits returned te the school,

: Sitting ghyly at a loom with four other small girls,
raven~haired Yasemin Sungi, 14, explaing that she wants to make
carpets ''as a financial service to my family.'' When asked if ghe
enjoys the work, she replieg, ''VWhen you get used to it, it's so
eagy, but when you start, it's difficult.'’

YTagemin hag completed primary school in Eskidmerler
and hopes to attend secondary scheel in a neighboring village
''if my father will let me.'' Thisg is in stark contrast to the
life experience of Mrs. Hayva in Hisargik. ''I was seven when my
mother taught me te make carpets,'' says lMrse Hayva. ''I couldn't

read or write and had no chance to got te scheel, go I had to make
carpetg.'"'

With weaving skills spreading to an increasing number
of villages, at leagt in the Kayseri area, there is hope this fleod
of new talent may boost the Turkish carpet industry to the high
standards set in the 16th and 17th centuries, and never equalled
since. Aided by government export subsidies, the industry has
certainly come a leng way since its near collapse feollewing World
War I (gee Appendix). After a long hiatus, Turkish rugs became a
significant force on international markets again by the 1970s.

In Kayseri, at least, most of the signs are positive
for future growthe

=% O



APPENDIX: THE ETHNIC DISPUTE

Like most economic enterprises in Turkey, the carpet
industry found. itself in sad shape by the early 1920s. Anatella
had been ravaged by warfare, banditry, and econemic 41slecatlen
more er less continually from 1914 to 1923. That this affected
the carpet industry is not in dispute.

What is in dispute 1s whether the departure of
Anatolia's Armenian and Greek populations by 1923 played a major
role in the carpet industry's collapse. )

All Turkish accounts I have read (Yetkin, Jerare.
Higtorical Turkigh Carpetg. Istanbul: Turkiye Ig Bankasi Cultural
Publications, 1981l; Acar, Belkis. ''Turkey's Carpet and Rug
Treasures’' in Turkish Daily News, Octeber 8, 1984) discuss the
development of the pile rug, or carpet, as if it was a purely
Turkigh invention and ne Anatolian minority group had anything to
do with ite

' **Carpet handweaving is a purely Turkish art, let no
one make any mistake about this!'' thundered State Minister Mesut
Yilmaz on the eve of the carpet. exhibition held in Istanbul last
October. Yilmagz warned darkly that ''there are international efforts
to distort historical facts and try te claim that traditional
Turkish weaving techniques and designs belong to other ethnic
Zroups.

*'We will never tolerate such attempgs,*'' he declared,
as %f mere assertion, rather than a well-documented argument, would
suf icee - ‘

- The Turks have some reason to be paranoid. Greek
and Armenian writers have made extravagant claims, which seem to
have had some effect en wegtern popular opinion. The carpet is
arguably the major artistic achievement of the Turkish people; they
cannot bear for this glory to be taken away from them.

The Turks should relax a bit., Mogt of the evidence
points to Furkish invention of the carpet. But it also seems clear
that Greeks and Armeniang did contribute to the industry's
development, particuiarly in later Ottoman times. Breek merchants,
for example, were ingtrumental in exporting Turkish rugs te the
west through the pert of Smyrna (now Izmir?; for a long time, western
buyers used the term '‘Smyrna rugs'' for carpets that were actually
made elsewhere in Anatolia,

) The Armenians contributed to both the design and
marketing of carpetss ''eoee it is possible that Turkey might net
have reached the artistic heights which ghe did without the Armenian
influence,'’' wrote British authority Stanley Reed (Oriental Rugs and
Carpetg. Lendon: Weidenfeld and Nicelsen, 1967). '‘'Some of the .
early pleceg now attributed to Turkey most probably came either from
the Caucasus or from Armenisn looms in Turkey.'' (p. 14)

. The Turks really hate to hear that. But thogse
actually invelved in the carpet business concede the Armenian role.

Mustafa Inanir said that Armenians in the Kayseri
region were working with the Turks in the carpet industry before
World War I. ''I cannot say they taught this craft to our citizens,
but I can say ithey helped us very much,'' he said. .

' '‘Especially the Armenians,'' Halit Kamagak replied
when I asked him about Greek and Armenian contributions. '’'The
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Armenians were both making and selling carpets. There was no
discrimination between Turks and Armenians in this business.''’

But when I went on to inguire whether Armenians
had contributed to the designs, Kamagak became a bit defensive.
'*'"These are traditional Turkigh carpets,'' he said, referring to the
mihrad (prayer niche) design. ''You don't see any crosses,
do you?'' . .

Later in Caire, I talked with retired Armenian
jeweler Valian Kezelian, 79, whose father had been a large
carpet manufacturer in Kayseri before 1915, contrelling 60 looms.
Mr. Kezelian said the Armenians were invelved in the carpet
industry as manufacturers and designers and that Armenian and
Greek women worked the looms., Although my research had indicated
that Kayseri's manufacture of silk carpets dates from abeut the
19608, lir. Kezelian insisted that Armenians were making silk carpets
in Kayseri before World War I, The Armenian carpet manufacturers
of Kayseri were so wealthy, he said, that they banded together +to
donate money to build one of the city's three Armenian churches
(the pagtirma, er sausage, merchants and the cloth merchants built
the etherftwaj.

) -It geemsg clear, then, that both Armenians and Greekg

were heavily invelved in the carpet industry befere World War I,
When all these people left Anatelia, it took the Turkg avhile
to £ill the vacuum. But they finally did, and that's an
achievement they can be proud of,
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