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Dear Peter; ‘ )

The following are my very generalized comments about
the Berat economy intended to expiore the questionsg rather than
to answer them.,

%* * . %

Berat, a village of about 10,000 inhabitants, is located
on the west bank of the Nile acrogs from the city of Luxor. It is
an agricultural area with sugar cane the main cagh crope. Tourism
also plays an important role in the economy because many temples
and tombw from the Pharaonic city of Thebes are located nearby.

Sugar cane is a crop that grows to best advantage in a
rich, moist sodi under sunny skies in a tropical climszte., It needs
uniform high temperatures, strong sunlight, and plenty of water.,

These conditions are admirably met in Upper Ezypt, vhere
temperatures reach as high ag 115 degrees F in the summer, but do
not go much lower than 45 degrees F in the winter. The skiies are
always clear and water abundant. ALl of Egypt*s sugar cane grows in the
gtrip of the Nile Valley extending roughly frem ELl Minya to Aswen.

Sugar cane has been grown in Egypt since the 1%th century.
But its greatest period of expansion came after the completion of.
the Aswan High Dam in the mid-1960s. The dam brought perennial
irrigation to areas that heretofore had depended on the annual Nile
flood. Berat farmers, for example, did not grow any cane until
after 1967, the year of the last Nile floodé*

* Aeccording to the journalist Richard Critchfield, who studied Berat
in the late 1970s (Shahhat: An Egyptian. New York: Avon Books,
1978), agriculture before -the High -Dam followed this pattern: the
farmers planted wheat, barley,. lentils, and maize in Hovembver,

after the August flood had soaked the ground, for an April harvest.
One of my informants, a farmer, added foul (broadbeans) and berseenm
(Egyptian clover) to that list. Critchfield said summer was ' 'a

time of rest,'' but my informant said the farmers planted and
harvested a crop of gheddi (millet, I think) during thig time.

The High Dam not only -allowed the farmers to grow sugar cane, giving
them. 2 cash crop, but it also allowed them to zrow their subsistence
crops year-round. The Berat diet hag inproved immensely becauge of that.

Kenneth Cline is a Village Reporting Fellaw of the Institute
studying Egyptian peasgant life.
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In 1950, Egypt had only 83,000 feddansg* planted in
sugar canee. Thig had risen to 129,000 feddans by 1965 and
increased about 4,000 feddans a year to 137,000 in 1967, But
the amount increased by 19,000 feddang in 1968, 14,000 in
1969, and 16,000 in 1970. By 1976, Egypt had 242,000 feddans
devoted to the cultivation of sugar cane. )

Unfortunantly, Egypt's population increases so =~
rapidly that the country is a net importer of sugars although
yields are among the highest in the world. . n

Sugar cane 1s very popular with Berat farmers. ''They
not get tired, like with other crops,'' a university—educated
informant told me. '""It's not hard work —— only put kima
(chemical fertilizer).twice.'" e

Sugar certainly does not require the constant weeding
and watering lavished on vegetables. The cane only needs the
two kima applications and four waterings in its ll-month
growing cycle.

After the cane is cut, the stalks, or ratoons, begin
to grow back, allowing the farmer to harvest again. He can usually
get three consecutive harvests out of one planting. After the
third year, the farmer will switch over to another crop.

Another reagon the farmers like sugar cane is that-
it put more cash in their peckets than they ever had before.

It spurred the purchase of motor-driven water pumps te replace
the traditional gagia (cow=driven waterwheel) and shaduf (man—
operated well sweep). The result was more money for less work.

But sugar per se does not seem to have made anybody
rich. There are some wezlthy farmers in Berat, but they inherited
their wealth, long before the advent of sugar cane.

The village's richest farmer is reputed to own about
350 feddans. Nobody knows for sure because he has tc evade
Egypt's land reform law by registering the bulk of his property
under - the names of his relatives,**ihis man hags done well with

sugar cane, but the family forturre was established by his father.
The.v1llage's second richest farmer, reputed to owm

300 feddans, is the omda, or headman. His wealth is satisfactorily

explaaned by his official position. The omdas do not have the

power they once had, but are still very influential in Egyptian

villages. They moderate disputes and provide a link between the

villagers and other levels of zovernment. This particular omda

* There are 24 kirots in a feddan. One feddan equals 1.038 acres.
#% The first land reform law, in 1952, set a limit of 200 feddans
per person, with 100 feddans extra allowed for dependent children,
provided the total did not exceed 300 feddans. The limit for

a2 single owvner was lowered to 100 feddans in 1961, This was
reduced still further to 50 feddans in 1969, with 100 more
allowed for members of the immediate family. Apparently, the
Egyutian extended family provides an escape hatche. This ability

to evade the law geems to hold true for much Egyptian legislation.
The foreign exchange controls are another example,
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inherited his pogition from his father, who was Berat omds before
him.* ‘

- The other Muslim men regarded as "‘rich’'' by thelr
fellow villagers made their money selling Pharaonic ankiques,
an illegal occupation but very common in the Luxor area. Once
they had made their fortune, they invegted it in land or
commercial activities. :

Among Berat's small Christian population (250 total),

the wealthigést family .is headed by a priest and the second .
wealthiest family had priestly ancestorg. Not only do priests
enjoy immense prestige in Egyptian Coptic communities, but
they also have economic cloute. ''All priests are rich,'' a member
of one of the two families told.me. :

* * *

Ibrahim (a pseudonym) ovns six feddans in Berat, which
makes him better off than most. landowming Egyptian peasants. The
averagze size landholding in the country is two feddans.*¥

- Becauge of this relative prosperity, and because he
learned some passable English while working at one of the
Pharaonic temples, Ibrahim could not be consgidered a typical
Berat villager. But.his experiences growing sugar cane are
gimilar to thosge of other villagers..

Sugar cane is Ibrahim'g major cash crop and his
main source of income. This year, he hag planted 25 feddans
in cane. The rest of his land is being used for growing wheat
(1 feddan), corn (1 feddan)., bergeem (1 feddan), tonmatoes
(4 feddan), and sesame seeds (about .5 kirots). Some of these
other crops will be sold, bringing in an extra LE 30,*¥* put
inost will be used for family consumption. ‘

Each of Ibrahim's feddans produces about 20 metric
tons of cane, This.is a2 rather low yield. The government claims
that the average production per feddan in Qena Governorate, of

* This seems to be a common feature of the omda system, according
to Hamed Ammar (Growing Up In An Ezyptian Villaze. London:
Routledge & Kegan Paul Litd., 19606}, who studied the village

of Silwa, 80 kilometers.north of Aswan. ''After the death of

an onda, his sons are usuzally considered .for succession; in
facty -the omda's song, even during his lifetime, are addressed
ags omdage"!

*¥* According to a joint United States Agency for International
Development (USAIDg and Egyptian Hinistry of Agriculture study
(Egyots Bajor Constrainss to Increagines Asricuitural Productivi
Washington: US Department of Agriculture, 1976), 50 percent of
Egypt's population (now 45 million) lives in rural areas. liinety-
four percent of the three million rural landovners have legs than
five feddans each. About one million farmers and their families
have no land at all.

*#%% There are 100 piastePs in an Egyptian pound. The US dollar

is worth 81 piasters at the official exchange rate, but brings
about LE 1.10 on the black market.
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which Luxor-Berat is a part, is 37.5 tons, compared with 34.7
tong in Aswan Governorate farther south.* »

Ibrahim"s problem is that his hand, for the most part,
is located near the western desert. This land ig not ag fertile
ag that closer to the Nile ** Also, hig parcels include about
16 kirots of ugeless salty ground. .

After Ibrahim harvests his cane in October, he will
sell 10 tons to loczl farmers, who will uge the cuttings for
planting new cane. The other 40 tons will be loaded intc railread
frelght cars and dispatched to the government refinery at Armant,
15 kilometers away. ,

: : - Ibrahim:. doeg not bargain with the refinery about
prices. Like all Egyotian cane growers, he must take the .
govermment P¥ice, currently LE 17 per ton. Thig will give him
LE 680 for the canes. . .

N But then the government starts deducting. They take

LE 200 for fertilizer credit, LE 150 for credit used to hire

men to help him with the harvest, LE 30 for land tax, and LE 20
for gse of the govermment's train. That leaves Ibrahim with

LE 280. : :
) Next, he tckes out his owvn deductions. He has to spend
LE 25 to _hire a camel to teke his suger to the freight Cars,
another LE 25 for men to help load it, and LE 25 for water

pump expensess

Ibrahim is then left with LE 215. To supplement this,
he works two monthg out of the year, six hours a day, as a
clean-up man at a Pharamnic- temple, for which he is paid LE 50
a month. With the LE 30 in casgh from hig other crops, this
gives him LE 345 to spend this yearp.,*=+

It doegn’t sound like much. But Iorahim is atill better
off than mogt. TheéaverageVEgyptianArural,lan@eWning“family only
malkes about LE 210 a yesr, according to a USAID/Egyptian linistry
of Agriculture study (1976). ,

Given current willage food prices, it is difficult
for Ibrahim to support his wife and 12-month old son on thig

* According to the World Bank (Cuddihy, William. Asricultural
Price lianagement in Egypt. Washington: World Bank Statff sorking
PEper 10 200, L1900, sugar cane yields during 1965-76 dropped
from an average 40 tons a feddan to 35 tons because of ratoon-—
stunting disease aggravated by chronic drainage problems. The
report attributed much of the drainage problems, as well asg
increased selinity in the soil, to a rise in the water tsble
caused by the High Dam. Ibrahim has seen salt materizlize in
parts of his land during the past 10 years,

** Land prices illustrate the difference. According to one
village informant, agricultural land near the desert is vworth
about LE 600 per feddan. But near the river, it might cost

LE 1,000 per feddan.

¥¥% This is a very generalized estimate based on Ibrahin's
current feddan allocations. His income actually varies zreatly
from year to year depending on how much cane he ELOWS.
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Train loaded with bags of refined sugar leav1ng the
refinery at Armante. The engine was made in Romania.

income. In the'village markets, chickens cost LE 2.50 each;
mutton, LE 4 a kilo; tomatoes, .35 a kilo; potatoes, «50

a kilo; and riece;, «25 & kilo. Add to that necessary expenses
for clothes, soap, kerosene, and the like, and LE 345 doesn't
20 very far.

But villagers have ways of ~upplement1nv their cash
income. Ibrahim grows some crops for home consumption and his
wife raiges chlckens and geese.

Other famil tieg also come . into plsy. Ibrzhin's
mother, who lives rl.%t next door with her three yocunger
sons, owns a gamoosa (water buffalo), two cows, about 12 sheep
and goats, and -numeroug chickens and ducks. Ibrahim has a deal
going with her whereby he grows bergeem for her animals on one
of his feddang and she supplles his family with Yich ggmoosa
chegse, a major village staple.*

The relationship between Ibrahim and his mother is
often acrimonious, particularly over money matters. Nevertheless,

#* According to Henry Habib Ayrout (The Ezyptian Peagant. Boston:
Beacon Press, 1963), the gamoosa can, on average, produce about
3,000 1lbsg. of milk.a year. This milk is usually richer than
covw's m11&, containing about 10 percent fat, as against 3.5
pereent in cow's milk. Personally, I like the - cheese
made from gamoosa milk. You really have to, if you want to spend
any time in .an -Egyptian village.
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“Camels are useful for carrying heavy loads, including
harvesfted sugar cane. This one is ghown leaving the
hamlet of El Kom.. ,

sharing between them goes on all the time. The mother and
younger sons often have meals at Ibrahim's house and his
family will return the visits. Ibeahim's wife, who gets along
with his mother suprisingly well, often prepares meals with
her, Ibrahim contributes to some expenses involving hig brothers.

. It is impossible to figure out what this relationship
is worth in additional income to Ibrahim. The upshot is that
he, his wife, and child, are 2ll healthy and reasonably well-
fed, by Egyptian standards.

From a westerner's point of view, the village diet can
be awfully montonous. The three b's = beans, bread, and
bamia (okra) — tend to turn up at almost every meal. Ibrahim'g
wife .uses spices sparingly, if at all. There is no refrigeration,
so butter or cream is unknown.* - '
lMeat is the greatest luxury and is saved for the

end of the meal, to be carefully parcelled out by the hezd of
the household. When Ibrahim does have some cash, hig feamily
might eat meat four times a month.

. Ibrahim's small two-room hcuse with its mud walls
and dirt floors is unimpressive. But by village standards,
he lives gquite comfortably. He has a black ané white telievision
set, a ceiling fan in the living room, a four-poster bed (used
by the wife; Ibrahim sleeps on a2 mat on the floor), a chest of
drawers, a small table to put the IV on, and one lone kursi (chair)

* So many things we take for granted are unknown in the viilage.
Ibrahim's wife ha@& never seen a can opener until I bought her
one. She opened cansg, usually of tomato-paste, for use on a bean
dish, by eutting open the top Lid with a knife, I had to .show
her how to use the hand-held mechanical apener,
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Some day, Ibrahim hopes to buy an LE 100 refrigerator because
it is '""good for the house.'' But that kind of expense is
beyond:-his reach right nowe...

Tbrahim told me his main fiancial worry has to do
with unexpected expenses, particularly sickness. In June, he
had to shell out LE 50 for medication and several.doctor house
calls to cure his own urinary infection, a problem his wife
was having in her left breast (her milk was coagulating vwhen
she nursed), and his infant son's neck rash and upset tummy ——
all at once. _ , S

""When I'm sick, I'm angry about the money goding -
away,’' he. told mes. "*I don't like to ask a man for LB 10.

I don't like thate I can eat bread, tomatoes, and salt, 0K,
no preblem. But when I'm sick, wife is sick, baby is sick ==
big problem."'"

E * ¥*:

Because Berat's farmers depend so much on the sugar
cane crop,. it would be interesting to know whether they a-e
getting a falir return from the govermment for their cazne. * They
clearly did not in the early 1970s.

The internaticnal selling price for a ton of raw sugar
remained steady from 1965 to 1968. Then, in 1971, it began rising
sharply to reach a peak of LE 537 per ton in 1974. By contrast,
the 1965 price had been IE 35 2 ton. :

From 1965=T1, Egyptian cane growers received a gteady
farmgate price of LE 2.9 per ton of cane. According to the
World Bank, ''the payments to farmers by the state were
calculated to-cover costs of production to enable domestic
production to continue without incomes to growers falling,''
Thus, "'cane growersg' incomes were being maintained well zbove
what they would have .in the absence of intervention.''

Sut after 1970, "‘as world prices climbed zbove the
cost of milling and growing, the stable farm gate price ensured
that the implicit protection turned into implicit texzation.
By 1974, when world prices peaked, farmers received 7T percent

* Like many Third World countries, Egypt subsidizes its urban
population at the expense of its farmers. The Egyptian zovernment
controls the price received by the fermery for all major commodities,
guch as cotton, sugzr, corn, wheat, and rice. There are different
ways of dolng this. Sugar is controlled through contractural
arrangemnents between the refinery and grower. for rice, there ig
a mandatory procurement price for the first 1% tons per feddan.

A.United States Agency for International Development
(USAID) economist I spoke with (I agreed not to use his name)
labelled this policy a '"'price depression gystem,'’' in contrast
to American price supporf programs. He said its effect is to
''reduce farm income by maybe 30 percent'' in Egypt.

But any increase in farm prices would produce ''z ghift
in the distribution of income in favor of the rural secter as
againgt the urban sector,'' he said. ''The government feels, 'we
have screwed the farmers for so long and they're gtill able teo
toler=zte the situation, why should we disrupt.it?'*!

The government must remember what heppened in January
1977 vhen Sadat tried to raise bread prices. %fter rlotlng’lnd
the streets of Cairo killed 80 people, the order was rescinded,
although the size of the loaves was reduced.



KWC=-T. -8

of the value of their cane priced at the border less milling
and trangport costs.''

. But in 1976, the border price for sugar fell to
LE 216 per ton, even as the farmgate price continued its rise
to LE 9.7 per ton of cane, ''The implicit tax rate fell to
53 percent by 1976,'" the reporf said.

~ What happened to sugar happened to @ther major
commodlities, such dg c¢offee, soya beans, maize, and cocoa.
According to the August issue of South magazine, most of thesge
products have not yet recovered thelr 1975 purchasing power.
The purchasing power of sugar, as measured by the volume of
debt service payments one ton can cover in US dollars, is now
about one-third what it was in 1975.

But the Egyptian government hag continued to zive
the cane farmers about LE 2 more per ton each year. O course,
the Egyptian inflation rate is about 20 percent a yezr,
according to the World Bank report.

For better or worse, the Egyptian government tekes
a bureawcratic rather than entrepreneurisl approach to its
sugar cane industry..

However much they are getting squeezed, the cane
growers I talked to were bligsfully unaware of it. Ibrahim
certainly had no idea what the World price for sugar wase.

If I pressed him, Ibrahim would admit that the
price he got from the government was '‘'not good.'' But there
was nothing behind this answer other than a vasue.disatisfaction.

Iy univergity-educated informant agreed with ne
that, in theory, a private refinery might provide a better
price. But he - added. . that the government provides a
railroad to transport the cane, as well as credit for fertilizer.

. He's got a point there. After describing how Egyot's
agricultural pricing system taxes the small and medium fzrmezxs,
one economigt added that ''an important offsetting factor'' was
''public investment in irrigation, drainage, and flood conitrol,
and making available fertilizer, pesticides and tractor rentals
at low prices and on favorable credit terms.''#*

Ibrahim benefits greatly in his irrigztion efforts
from the govermment-built and managed Ramses Canal, which
begins in Aswan and runs through Berat. All the water Ibrahim
uses on his fields is taken, via cooperatively-ovmed notor
pump, from this canal.

¥* - *

. 1 have no statistics to back me up, but it is my
generzl impresgsion that the majority of Berat's farmers do not

* Abdel~-rfadil, iahmoud. Development, Income Digtiribution and
8ocial Change in Rural Ezypt, 1952-1970. London: Cambridge
University Fress, 1975
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Housebu:.ld.:.nc activities provide a secondary source
of income for many v1llaﬂe mene.

depend on agricultural income alone, but must work several
other odd jobs to make ends meet. :

To put it another way, I never met a farmer who
relied entlrely'on farming

Ibrahim is one example. hls job at the temple,
although of only two months' duratlon, provides him with
alnost a third of his annual 1ncome. He to0ld me there were
about 1,000 men employed at the various west bank monument
sites 1n full or part time work.

Another farmer I interviewed, I'1l call him uaJld,
has two feddans, all devoted to cane this year. He gecid his
total yield would be 35 tons, therefore his feddan yield is
lower than Ibrahim's. At LE 17 per ton, that would give him
LE 595 gross. Since he estimated his expenses for growing and
harvesting the cane at LE 300, that leaves LE 299 net.

Sayid estimated his average yearly income at between
LE 900 and LE 1,000. Assuming he is counting his sugar cane
gross rather than net, that meams a third of his income derives
from non-fa arm sourcess for Sayld, these include building
houges and raising small anlmals, such as ﬁheep and chick

The father of my unlver31ty student informant o:ns
five feddans. His second job is to ride around the village
on his donkey collecting eggs from the women in exchange “for
shanpoo, scarves, kltchen uten51ls and other small 1tems. He
then gells the eggs in Luxor.
| One of Egypt's greatest problems right now ig the
”elentlegs mlgrutlon of rural folk to Cairo. The impact of this
ig certalnly obvious in Cairo, where galabiyah-clad men and women
draped in black surge densely through the poorer neighkerhoods.,
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These men are garag'gri, or ~leaners, probably near

the bottom of Berat's-.seconomic ladder. They use their
winnowing baskets te sort out grain from the chaff left
after harvestlng. They keep half. the farmer keeps half.

But if you want to study the phenonehon at the village end,
Berat is the wrong place.

I occagionally heard about younc men going to Cairo
to try to improve their lot. But I never had the sense that
was & popular thing to do. I met only one young man vho tried
it. Discovering that his expenses came perlleugly close to
his income, he came home after five months.

Undeér normal circumstances, this fellow could have
gstayed in Berat. His grandfather owms one of the three west
vank tourist imns. The two had worked together in the past, but
then had a falling out.

I sugpect the Luzor tourist industry plays a major
role in keeping the young men at home,

If you add up all the men who sell alabagter figurines,
soft drinks, jewelry and other handicraft items at the monument
sltes, who drive taxis or operate felluca (Nile sallboat) rides,
who work in Luxor hot8ls or as guides .for tourigt agencies,
you might find that tourist trade income seeps into a majority
of hougeholds.

Even the women, usually stag-at-homes, get into the
act by embroidering aymas (heaawraps worn by rural Ecjptlan
men) . for sale to the tourlsts. The women make LE 1 for their
work on each cloth: The man who sells them makes a LE 1 profit.

LandleSS'VIllaaers particularly tend to depend on
the tourist trade.

The wealthiest liuslim family in the hamlet of Ezbat
Bagili consists of five brothers, all of whom work with
tourists. One drives a tour bus, one peddles aymas at one of
the temples, and the others have full-time jobs as temple
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guardians. This family owns the only two refrigerators in Egbat
Bagili. One of the brothers also owns the only washing machine
I have seen in Berate Lo

. The family got started on the road to prosperity
when. the landless father arrived in Berat from another village.
He got a guardian job at one of the temples. In the time-
honored style of Egyptian nepotism, his sons soon followed
(Torahim has complained to me about how certain families zet
the full-time guardian jobs). The family now owns a Llittle
land-too. _ ; ;

: A taxi driver friend of mine comes from znother
landless family. lils father was a road crew foreman, now
retired. ALL six bays in the family work with tourists,.
usually as guides.. ‘ .

My friend got his start in the taxi busginegs by
taking tourists for donkey rides. He gaved up enough money
from that enterprise to join with a partner in buying a
taxi, which he then drove. This year, he was able to buy
out his partner.. ]

It has been my experience that if I walk into '
any village home and find tile floors, comforiable furniture,
and modern electzical conveniences therein, 10 to one there is
tourist money behind it.*

%* * ¥

While walking through the village one aiternoon vi th
Ibrahim, I noticed a field covered with standing water. I
commented.to Ibrahim that this particular fagmer mey have been
overenthusiastic in his irrigation.

Ibrahim said no, the water was there to show the
farmer (the wealthiegt in the village) where hig land vas
uneven..Parts of the field did rise out of the water. Ibrahim
said the earth would be moved from these areas to the lowver
sectiong. This would facilitate irriz=tion after the planting.

I said something about so-and-so being a clever farmer.

""It's not X who do that —— it's the money,'' Ibrzhim
snapped. ''I.a good farmer too, but I don't have any money.''

. This is something that really galls Ibrzhim. He hag
great pride in his farming skills, but he resents the rich

* There are always exceptions. There is a Christian fanily in
Berat that became wealthy because of a tractor, although
interegtingly enough, tourism played a role there too. The father
of this family had been quite poor, owvming only 2% feddans. About
10 years ago, the son went to work as a cook in =z Luxor hotel.

He saved up his money and, with a cousin, invested.LE 7,000

in a Romanian tractor. It was a lucrative investment. There are
about 12 tractors available for hire in the Berat area znd they
are much in demand for farming and for hauling building stone
from the western mountains. The Tamily has now built itself a
new house and bought a television set.
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men. who are able to do a better job than he can.

'*Some poor men have nothing, they just work with
these men,'' he said, referring to the laborers wha earn LE 2.50
for 4% hours work in the field. *'If they get sick, they have
to stay in the house all day and. then have no money.'’

Ibrahim suggested that Bresident Mubarak sghould
force the rich farmers to give each of these laborers one
or two feddans. ''Twenty feddans is enough for them,'' he

There is an irony in Ibrahim's complaint. He just
migsed being a rich man himself. '

Jbrahim®s grandmother on his mother's gide had
married the village omda. The couple ovned 1,000 feddanss
Aecording to Ibrahim, -another family member resented his
grandmother and killed her. The omda remarried twice after
that, eventually producing 11 children.. -~ . =~ .

Only 20 feddans remained after the omda died, the
rest having been sold off. After the 20 feddans were distributed
among the children, Ibrahim'g mother’'was left with only half
a feddan. ]

Also ironic is the fact that Ibrahim’'s mother is
a gister to the wife of farmer X. Ibranim is on good personal
terms with this man, who occasionally provides his family
with surplus craps, such a:mgg%gg;%b(a spinach-like vegetable)
But resentment remains.  lbrahim has repeatedly .
told me that Nasser was a ''good man'' because he gave land
to the poor.
This happened in Berat where there was an estate of
1,000 feddans known as Sombate After the 1952 Revolution, hundreds o:
men recelived two feddans each under the redistribution.
: Ibrahim is an ambitious man whose greatest concern
~1s to meke.his family prosperous. He often tells me about
his schemes for mzking more money, such as building a brick
factory or opening a hotel.
3 But his deepest feelings are for the land.

) !'There are some bad children in the village who sell
their ground when their father dies,'' he said. ''Then they have
good eat, have clean galabiyah. But when the money gone, they
not f£ind b??gd to eat ' ... ... z

ut me, wher father first dead (four yvears a
I take the ground,'' he said proudly. ( Jears gq),
''I love the farmer life., I like to work with sugar

and the figld. I know the life, the field. I know what I can
make from the ground,.'"

Sincerely,

Received in Hanover-9/19/83



