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DearﬂPeter;‘

A1l of my Institute reports repregent '®work-—in-—
pragress,’' but this one more than most.

There are a number of information gaps and uncorroborated
stories here. On the other hand, I thought there was enough zood
material to justify a report =zt thls time.

It has been my experience that each visit to Berat
results in contradictory 1n10rmatlon or new angleg coming to
light. That will surely be the case with this report on Serat's
Cogtlc comnunlty.

I did have one stroke of genuine bad luck. One of my
Christian informants had been plannlnc to vigit Cairo for a couple
of weeksg. His visit would have coincided with my last stay there,
We had been planning to spend time together, which I saw as an
excellent opuortunlty to zo over all this material in a nore
systematic fashion. I thourht he would be more willing to talk
about ''sengitive'" matters away from the village.

Alag and alack. The day I left Luxor for Cairo on the
train, he came to the station to-see .me off, He then informed ne
that his father had refused to zgive him the LE 200 necessary to
make the Cairo trip. This man is 34 years old, mind you. But like
£0 many unmerried Egyptians, he lives at home and is deoezdent on
his family financially. '

I hope I have another chance to talk to him,.

In the interim, the following should be of sgome
interest.. ‘

" I. Historical Background

The word Copt is an abbreviation of the Greek vord
for Ezgyopt, Alzyptios. The Greeks had apparently modelled thig
term on the pharaonic word Het-Ka-2tah, which means ''the housge
of the Ka (soul) of Ptah,.'' 1his was the name of an ancient shrine
at i .eI"lPﬂ iss

In Arabic, Aigyptiog became Gibt. People in Up
Egypt sometimes use the -word g ipti to refer to CdfldﬁlunSo
The Arzbic word .travelled to Eurcpe as Capt during the kiiddle
LgeSe

As this word derivation implies, the modern Copts

Kenneth Cline is a Village Reporting Fellow of the Ingtltute
studying peasant life in Egypt and North Yemen.
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Three Coptic priests who look after the 4th century Deir
el-ihmar (Red lonastery) near Sohag. They whipped thoge
ccosses out of thelr breast pockets asg goon ag I pointed
the camera at them. The fellow on the rizht had epparcently
left his somewvhere..

are directly descended Ifrom the anclent Egyptians, although they
piciked up some Greek blood during Ptolemalc and Roman timeg.*
Large numbers of Copts converted to Islam after
the Tth century, so many Liuslim Egyptians algso have linkg with
the Fharaonic pagt. Of courge, the iuslims picked up much ~re]
and hubian blood as well.
I thouzht the Serat Conts, in meneral, had :iore
deliccte features and smaller bodies than thelr iuslin nelzghibors.
The beginnings of Christisnity in Egypt zre |
shrouded in lezend, the earliest of which has to do with the
flizht of the Holy family from Palestine into Egipt to escape
Herod's persecution. The story has a Sibhlical basis (sce
latthew 2:13=23), but was elaborated on by Armenian and Coptic
traditions. According to the story, Jesus, lisxry and Josenh

#* Yugef (a pseudonym, like most names in this rejort) comeg Irou
the most regpected priestly family im Serst. e said nis fomily
ceme to Egypt from ''Asubia’' nine generations ago. ie placed
'vicubia'' in Wemt Africa. I.wonder 1f he meant Ethioniz, which
has itg own Coptic church. But then Ethlopla is on the ezstern
gide of the African continent. Yusef nas black, kinky helr, bdut
no other negroid features., His skin is 1ight browm.

Lp ey
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The guardian of tnc Deir el-Adhra north of E1l Minya
opening the door to the haikal, or sanctuary. Only the
columng and lower part of the walls remain from the

4th century. The wooden screen and icons are all recent.

LI W)

travelled from Ishalllg to dsyut (these locclities had different
names then, of course,) Defore returning the scne way to
Balestine. ilodern-day Copta will o:ten gpealk of this Journey

ag an established listorical fact.

I visited one of the sites that is closely asgsocicted
with the Holy ;anllj 8 travelsg. Lorth of EL Hinya on the eagt
bank of the Lile is a high degert cliff overlooking the Nile Valley
known ag the Gebel't-Tzir (''kHountain of the 3irds,'' Decauge
pigeons circle around it). The Holy Family was szailing south
dovn the HNile when a lzrge rock suspended on the Gebel't-Tzir
threzatened to fall upoy the boat. But the child Jesus extended
His iand and prevented the rock from falling.* The imprint of
His Hond is said to have remazined on the ock.

In 328 A.D., a monastery veas ouilt on the Gebel't=
Tair. It housed a community of monks until the middle of the
19th century before falling into ruin. The ﬁlunoo o; £l Linya
comipleted a substantizl renovation ol the tuilding in 1938,

I did not see the famous handprint. But I do knowr
that a miraculous oil is produced at the deir.

I vigited the church in June zccompanied by iichzel,

* See ieinardus, 0tto. Chrigtian Ezyot: Ancient and kodern.
Cairos french Institute orf Griental Archaeology, 1365,
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A priestly family living in the village atop the Gebel't-
Tzalr. The man in white is Father Gabriel. Hig wife and.
children stand around him. The boy in front is named Hina.

He and I spent gseveral hours playing ''dJack takes all,'' a
popular.card game in Egypte. I had never played it before so

he must have let me win some.of the games. kiy friend Michael
is on the left. I don't remember if the two priests a2t the
table also live in the village or were!just visiting thot day.

& Christian undergraduate Geology major from EL ilinye University.
At Lilchael's request, the deir guardian went into the haikal
(senctuary) and ceme out with a greasy vottle of oil. silchael
dipved a piece of paper into the bottle to vollect some of the oil
and then put the paper into a plastic wrapper. He snid the

oil was 'ordinary cooking oil that had been blessed by the priests
to give it special healing powers. He planned 1o give gome of it
to hig mother and some to zn acquaintance of ours, Tadros, vho

had been unable to come to the deir with us thot dey«*

* ladros is 2 middle~aged man who works for an automobile parts
supplier in Cairo., He wrs raised in the Coptic Church, but switched
to Frotestantisme This Tadros was a Tfirm believer in the efficacy
of holy oils. He told me his wife had been mnable to set pregnant
for many years. Then one day, 2 female friend of hers saw an
imzge of the Virgin ilary on the wall of her house., 4ftervard, an
01l came forth from that spot on the wall. Tadros's wife put

gome of the oil on hersgelf and soon became prezsnant. Tadros, who
has suffered from a hezrt condition for meny years, did the ganme.
He szid he can now walk up 10 flizhts of stairs vhere three had
exhausted him before.,
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The gtory of the Holy Family's journey is =z popular
traditien. The Coptic Church in Egypt officially dates its
founding to a visit St. Mark mede to the country about the middle
of the "Xst century. To this day, the patriarchs of Alexandria
trace their succession directly from him. In fact, in 1968, the
relics of St. lark wcre refurned to Egypt from Italy and laid
to rest in a new Coptic cathedral in Alexandria.

Chrigtianity was firmly established in Ezypt by the
end of the 2nd century. According to one authority, it reached
the Theban plain, where Luxor-derat is located, by the second half
of the 3rd century.* After Christlanity became the official religion
of the Roman Empire  in 313, theﬂfellaheenr(peasant) masges of
Egypt began converting en mass€.. - -

from the  4th century onward, a line of monasteries
began forming at the desert's edge along hoth banks of the lile.
Cne of these was the Deir Shahid Tadros el-lkiahareb (lionastery of
St. Theodore the Warrior) on the west bank acrogg from Luxor.

This structure is located in the desert about 200
meters west of Berat's hamlet of Ezbat Basili. It comprises a
nulti-~-domed church surrounded by a walled enclosure. There are
some stone columns inside the church with Greek crosses embossed
on the lower parts that appear to be of some antiguity. But most
of the church ig built of sun-baked mud brick, the common building
matierial of the region, and is probably fairly recent.**

. o Losgl tradition dates the founding of the deir to
_'Roman.tlmgs. ) It would certainly have to be after 303, vhen
Diocletian initiated a great persecution of the Christians.

St. Theodore was a popular . : ‘
Egyptian werrior szint (a soldier in the imperial army?) who
ig credited with slaying a dragon while in rersia. He was
tortured and martyred during the Diocletian persecuticn.

At the Council of Chalcedon, in 451, the Ezyptian
church broke with the Soman church. The digpute, as was usuzlly
the czse at thig time, was over the nature of the Trinity, zlthough
gimple politics entered into it also.

The Egyptians, following the lead of ti:eir Patriarch
Dioscorus, embraced the MOnophysite heresy, which maintained that
the father, Son, and Holy Ghost were contained in one form, rather
than -in three geparate but related formg.***

Agide from the theological aspects, the brezk wes

* Du Bourzuet, Pierre M. The Art of the Copts. New York: Crown
Publishers, Inc. 1971l. .

*¥ By contrast, the Deir el-Abyad (White Lionastery) znd Deir el-
shmer (Red iwonastery), both near Sohzg, are recognizably from
the 4th century. Both structures are built of stone on the Roman
basilica plan. Their crumbling remaing are similar to tiioge

that can be found all over the Mediterranesn world.

*¥% Egyptian Copts still enjoy theologiczl arguments. A ni
azed accountant in Cairo once told me a2ll the technical re
vwhy Hohamed wes @ megsenger of God, but not a prophet. He g=id
that religious controversgy ig "'very important to eagtern men,"'
but less so to westerners. ''Americans like to work,'' he =zid..
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s;gn1¢1cunt becausge it put the Egyptiansg at odds with the imperial .
auuno&lty in Constantlnaple. Some scholars maintain that Egyptlan
disaffection from Byzantlne rule contributed to t..e country's easy
conguest by the Arabs in 641.

The Copts suffered only sporadic persecution under
the liuglims. They seem t0 have sustained more nartyrdons aur1nr
the Roman period.* At the end of the 8th century, they were forced
to wear distinctive clothing and were forbidden to build new
churches or repalr'old ones. The Caliph al-Hakim .Jdnitiated a
bloody persecution in the 1lth century and destroyed gome
churcheg %

The most damaging aspect of the new regine for
the Copts wes the iuglim taxatlon policy. The uuslims vere
e&empt from the hesd tax so the full durden fell on the Copis.

As a result, larze numbers of Coupts went into apogtacy.

By the 9th century, the bopts were in the mlno“lt"
in Egypt, and by the 1l4th century, had Qec11ned tc about one—
eleventh of the population. And there they iave remained ever
since, a Christian island in a Musllm sea. .

The Coptic language too gave way to Arabic by about
the 13th century. Coptic 1is the last phase of tlie pharaonlc
language. It utilized the Greek alyhaoet and adced seven new
letters of .its own. liost modern Copts Xnow only a few phrases
of it tzken from their mass. lost of the Coptic mass is conducted
il’l A.I‘ab iC » -

It is now estimated that 6.3 million, or 14 percent,
of Egypt's population of 45 million are Chrigtian., There are a
few Cathelics and Protestants, but most belong to the Contic.
Church.

Compared to many i minorities in the Tulﬁd Yorld,
the Egyptian Corts have fared well under a post-iorld War II
1utlonullut government, They are effectively o&rrea from the highest

gitions in the ovarnment or army, but are allowed to pursue
otner profegsiong “and wore ship as they nleasge,*%%*

The lnst yezrs of rre51aent Anvar El-3cdat brouzght
a severe disturbance 0 thig relatively benizgn pattern.

# To this day, some Copnts have a distinct mertyr complex. Rifazt,

2 Luxor seconamry gchool teacher with Family tlbg in uerbt,
described the Coptic Church as ''the kiother of liartyrs.'' He told
me thet Copts are hgnpy when kiuglims abuse them. ¥When tines ore
peaceful, tie Christian ""orﬂet thelir religion,'' but sersecution
unites tnen, he szid. Rl&gat is a bit of a2 zealot, so I puspect

he spezks largely for himgelf in his welcoming of liuglim persecution,
*% According to melnardus, the exteriors of Coptic churches are
rather unimposing becazusge ''from the end of the 7th century dowm

to the beginning of the 19th century, attacks on Christians oa
;anatlchl mobs were of frequent occurrence; and, as the churcheg
yere inevitably the first to suffer on such occwgiong, the
Christians covered up all external decoration and walled up the
main doors, gso that the churcnes night not be digtinguighed from
the neighboring houses.''

*#% There are many Coptic doctors, for example. But an .
American employee of - the Egyptian Hinistry of Health told me that
Copts were systeaztically discriminated against in the higher
reaches of the bureaucracy.
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I was not able to do any research on this recen%
history before I left Cairo, so my chronology of events ig hazy.
But Copts I tzllked to mentioned three major Incidents that
occurred in the year or two beiore badat's\l981,assaslnatlcn' There
were anti=-Christian riots in the city of Asyut, in iiiddle Egy»t;
three Christian goldsmiths dled at the hands of Liuslim robbers
in the c1ty of Raﬂ Hammadi, in UQJer Ezypts and the Contic
patriarch, Pope Sncnudah III, was locked up in one of his
monasteries. ‘

In EI Minya, I<met a Coptie accounting student at
the university there who s2id his brotner»YouBrl had been cauzht
up in the Asyut dlsturbancese :

Yousri viag a student at Asyut University. According
tp his brother's story, a Huslim mob besieged the Cnfiotian
clubhouse on campus. The gtudents were tra pned ingide.

With two other men, Yousri escaped by jumping to
the zround from a wall severel storleg hl'n. e lanced scielj,
but one of his companions damaged his spine and the other hurt
his ankle in the fall.

Pretending he was a kuglim, Yousri joined the crowd -
of demongtrators and trlcked them into following him away from
the clubhouse. ,

The various 4&syut digturbances, which included an
attack on a police stztion by Huslim fundznmenta Tlst g, attracted
much press attention at the time.

I have never seen z publighed r “O”t about tie Ilin
Hammadi incident, but geveral Contlc sources alluded to ite
According to the most detailed version I hezrd, a Countic zoldsmith
and his Two gsons were uurdered when z group of muulnﬁs ndbbed
their shap, ap: varently to f inance weapons purchascs. The men
were caught and put in Jqllo

Sadat's action of stripping Pope Shenudah of hig
power to run the ¢hurch and conflnlnc hin to a monagtery in the
western desert is well known. I understand that the nope is gtill
in the monastery, but has resumed his direction of church affairs.

Pope Shenudah'sg removal from public view hag greatly
vorried the Coptic community..

'*'Hig people love him and want him back very much,'

a university computer science major in Cairo told ne. Tue student
conplained that the Arabic l“nﬂu“"e press in Egypt had spread
lies about the Fope by saying that iie had been geeking 2 ''stote
within a state.''

Everyone agrees the situstion hes Lecpbme much calmer
under Pregident Lubarak. Sut thls student was worried that the
Pope Shenudah cagse had faded from public view. He =zsked me if
Americans knew about it. I had to say tn“t mogt Auericens probably
don't know what a Copt ise

The student was understend iing about that. He szid
that ''4dmericans lead very busy lives,'' unlike his Fellow
Egyotians, who ''watch telev1310n;"11 d,y."

Although Sadat's foreign policy initiatives znd his
freeing up of the economic system cre nonul r vith most Conts
I taliked to, the late presgident's nano.l:m'r of the Luslim/Christian



KViC~=9 -5~

disturbances ecrned him their lasgting emnity. The Cairo accountant
was convinced that Sedest had deliberately set the lLuslimg agsminst
the Christians.

Padros summed up Coptic feeling rather succinctly:
*'Sadat created 2 mongter, and it ate him.''

II. The Village Setting

ﬁe*wt, a V1Tla°e located on the west bank of the
liile acrogs from Luxor, contelns about 10, OOO 1nnooltants,
almost all of them iuslim. Cut of the 10 ﬂqm1dts in the village,
Christians live in only two of them, Ezbat Bagili and El Kom.
They have a major presence in Ezbat Dasili, where 225 of them
live aglongside 400 Huglims. In EL Kom, Berat's adm1“¢giratlve
center, some 25 Christiang live in one small.gection of th
hamlet surrounded by 5,000 Huslim neighbors.

Even though they are outnumbered in Ezbat Ba
the Christian settlement dominates the hamlet becrusge it
concentrated. The Chrigtian femilies live in multi-gtoried
structures connected to each other like tenement houses in an
area zoout half the gize of a footbzll field.

The Egzbat Bagili kMuslims, on the other hend, cor
scottered all over. Their small settTedenus, usually conegisting
of one or two families, are seggrhtea from ezch other Y flerg.
Apparently, many Huslims use Ezbat Basglli as a n~11¢n~ address
but uctumlly live cloger to E1 Kom or Hom Lohlzoh' ha ts.

The Chrigtian community centers on the uelr suchid
T”"OS el-kizhareb. Living only 200 ueters from thig lmzortant

nurch llnas the Ezbat Ba3111 Chrigtians to their lerzer Christian
001“un1t

Masses ars held t the deir during the twesk on
Wednesday, Saturdsy and Sundsy. horanlppers come Irom Luxor
and serct, as well ag _rom,tne neizhboring villeges of Qurna
and Legaltah. At the messes I nave attended, mogt orf tire nen
éregssed in shirts and slocks, rether thon =_lu’ vehg, indicating
a gtrong Lusor contingent. In fact, the priests wmo conduct the
maggses at.the deir are from.Luxor cnurches.

Evcry Jumuary 20, there is a2 major fegtivel held ut
the deir in honor of St. Tadros, its patron scint. Locol boos
cleim thet 1,000 people from all over Upper Egypt coite to attcna
this celebration.

* Although deir is usually translated as ""hmonestery,' ' tiere are no
ﬁrlegto ores cntlv living there, as f:r as I inow. There zre tw
nuns in res 1dence now, One of them is afraid of every Wnlte nale
foreisgner who pokes his hezd in the door. It seemg thet a vigiting
tourigt man of forgotten nationality once asgked ner to makey nin.
his nun tended to retreat to the kitchen or her room vhah I turned
up because she thought I mizht be thaet man returned tc pursue hor.,
She is in her lste 20s or ecrly 30s and not perticularly
attractive.

The deir has sbout 20 smell rooms =veallable for
siting pllgrlms. These visitors spend the nizht there on
the eveyg of major feast dayse
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A view of the Christian settlement in Ezbzat Bagili. The
plovman and the man sprinkling corn seeds in the furrows
are hkuslim. They are working for z Christian man who ovas
the lande The al-mihrath plow is used throughout the

Arab world and is-similar to one used by the anclent
Egyptianse.

Christian villagers in Berat contribute their time
and labor to help maintain the deir and tend to have a
proprietarial feeling towaerd it. Sut people from the other
communities help out $06. I was there one morning when a group of
wonen from one of the Luxor churches arrived to clean it.

In & certain sense, Ezbat Bagili owes its existence
to the deir,. .
About 150 yezrs azo, 2 Christian man named Sheikh
Balad Bagili decided to relocate his house from E1 Xom to the
edgze of the desert.” e owmed some land there, but._his main
reason wag to be closer to the deir, Cther Christian families
then come to settle near him (egpah is Arabic for ''a few houses
close together, '* or a small gettlement). _

For many years afterword, Ezbet Basill was entirely
Christian. The way the Christians tell it, their iuslim neighbors

% This man was chief of the ghafirs (men who are issued rifles Dby
the omde (heedmen) to patrol -the village at night), an office one
step .oelow that of omda. His name literally meang ''Country sheilkh
Bagili,'' since pzladi is Arabic for '‘country.'' It is interesting
thot a Christian-could attain such a high cost in a kuslim
village. Yusef is this man's great grandson, one more Indication
of his family's prominence. in the village.
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The Chr1st1un quarter of EL Xome About five Christian
fomilies live next to each other alonﬁ this street.
The Berat omda's sprawling resldence i1s a little farther
dovm the lane.

mode their way in through the back.door.
About 25 yezrs a2go, Yusef's f=zther, = priest, szove
gome land he owned in the villa“e to & huslim man employecd as
Y. Celr zuardian.® As tynlcblly happens in Egyptien villages,
the mzn'sg children built their houses next to hisg. Gradually,
a gtrlp of liuslim houses formed along the eagtern edge of the
Cﬂflatlun gettlement. Cther hiuslim families setblea in the vicinity.
Unlike the Christiang, the Ezbat Bagili iuslims lack
a clecr community focus. Since there ils no mosque in the hamlet,
they have to attend the one in El Kom or the smaller one in Hom
Lonlah. :
The oneg that I know arefrelatively new to the hamlet,
naving located there within the last couple of decades. Exceot
for one farmer vwho owns six feddans, they are landlesse. 3ut
many have been very succegsiul f«‘ettmc a pliece of the tourist
trade., Because of that, Muslim homes in the hamlet tend to
appear more prosperous than Christian ones. Amenities that are
common in hiuslim homes -~— cellinz fong and television setg
Ior exsmuple —— are rarer in Chrigtian ones.

* This is a sign of the amiczble Huslim/Chrigtion relstions
that heve higtoriczlly existed in the =zrez. Dut the nregent
deir gusrdien is @ Coptic soldiler in the Egyptizn oray. Sometiues

he wesrs hils uniform vhile on duty, sometimes = Zalebivah.

Af%er the troubles of 1981, the zovernment stationed zried susrds
at major Caristian sites in Egypt.
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Some Christiang hzve Jjobs in Luxor. Cne is employed
by the health department, for example. Several others. work for
the govermment antiguities service on the west bank zg temple
guardians. But no Copts are involved in the commercial end of
the tourism industry on the west bank. They don't sell alsbaster
figurineg or goft drinks, peddle pharaonic-style jewelry, or
gerve ag tour zuides. They don't seem to be involved in the
lucrative fake antigues businesgs either.* ,

The Christian explanztion for this ig that they
do not like to cheat the tourists, while the liuslims enj

Yugef's family ovms 12 feddans. in Ezba
is the wealthiegt Christian family connected with
other Christian villagers to work thelr land. Althoush
own a2 house in the village (the old family homestead, now very
rundown}, they actually live in Luxor, where they own two
nouses.. tusef spends his "‘vacetionsg'' in the village, where he can
escepe from his domineering father, but lives with his family
in Luxor most of the time.**

The gecond wealthiest Chrigtian family ig Rifant'ge
As is the case with Yusef, Rifaat's father is a2 priest and his
zrendfzther was one. Rifaat's familly has a home in Luxor, but
naintains a2 house and land, about four feddans, in the village.
Rifzat enjoys visiting his relatives in Ezbat Basili, but finds
loocking after the land a nuisance. He knows that the men who work
for him are taking more than thelr share of the harvests, but
with his schoolteacher job in- Luxor, he doesn't have time to waich
then more corefully.

Cne of Rifsat'sz cousins, the elderly, long-faced,
vhite-whiskered Arustus (derived from the Roman ''Auzustus''?),
ommg 15 feddans. Unmarried and childless, he hzs 2 reputation in
the village for being a ilidas. '"'He doesn't like z wife because
he likes money,'" one MHuslim youth told ue.

Arustus looks back fondly to the old days vwhen aen
uged the mihrath o plow their land and the sacia (covw=driven
wztervheel) t0 irrigzte it. He thinks innovations such ag troctors
and notor pumps have had a bad effect on modern men., ''They're
like mologiz == wealk,'' he told me. ;

Hologia is.a green, slimy, spinach-like vegetable
nuch beloved -0y the Egyptian palate,

Another Chrigtian farmer, liaruz, owms about 10
feddanse. The rest owvm less than that.

Une problem the Christiang have is that much of
lond ig locuted near the desert, where the goil is not very
and irrigzstion difficult.

[ W
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* However, I did hezr =z story zbout two Christian bdrotiers vho
noved to Cziro from Berat about 30 yesrs azo. They set up o
shop to sell chzrcoal. A kuslim man from Berat who had unearthed
some real pharaonic antigques asked them to use their business
cormections to help him dispose of his treasure. The iuslim nzn

is now one of the richest in Berat.because he invegted Lils money

in land aad commercial activities.

*% Yusef, who is %4, does not have a steady job or career. He hasg
rented and then managed gsmall Luxor hotels in the past, but desends

on nig fether to finance these ventures,
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III. Relations vwith biuslims

There 1is much superficiel friendlinegs between liuslims
and Christians in Berst.

They greet each other wermly during encounters in the
fields or along village pr-ths, friendly banter being the rule.
It is common for kuslim men to drop by Christian homes for
tea and conversation, zlthough not vice versa. it lezst one
Chrigtian boy 301ns‘the Muslim youths in their evening
football game,

Both of the doctors working in tie village, Dr.
Boutris and Dr. Emat, are Christian and acc ovted by the
luslimg. Dr. Boutris particularly is Uo>ulur with them.*

But there ig tension too, znd an essential feeling
of separations

v Muslim end Chrigtian youths do not socialize together
2% nlght. I know of only one exception to that. Two young nen
used Lo go.out into = field together in the early nornin5 nours
cnd shere a bottle of wine. uut they discontinued une sractice
after the Luslim got married. Their friendship, which continues
at a reduced level, 1s a rare one.

The Christian boys never turn up zt any of the
vegt bank tourist inns where the Luslim men zo to drink. A
susliim friend and I once talked a Christian into =ccompanying
us to one of thege.places. There were several iuglims there -nd
the Christizn wes uncomfortcble. Afterward, he szid he would
ncver o vack thiere szgain, ' :

I have noticed tint when iuslim =nd Chriztian men
enge.ze in banter or horseplay, the luslinm will often “lﬁ*:lllf
slep the Christian on the back or punch him. But the Chrigtiang
seennt to hold back from that ﬁlna of physical display.

A Lusglim men nemed Fuad celeproted iis son's
circumcision in August with 2 1_r e hafla (partyJ. As 1s usual
at these haflas, the zuests wyere served -a large neal, wiich
they paid Fuad LE 1 for. 4 group of Christian nen crme to ext,

* Curiously enous h, the Christian villagers don't particularly
like Soutrig because he seesmg to lack religious enthusizgm. Cne
Christian man asked Boutris p01ntolmnk yhy ne never attended massg
at the deir. uoutrls, according to ti.ls story, apologized and

2id hig work xept him too busy . The Chris tiang also accuge Boutris
oL being too gslow in meking housge calls. Ffor these. reasons, the
Lnr_stlans oiten seek medical attention st Dr. Duet's goverrment—
run clinic in E1 Ezbah hamlet, zbout two kilometers amaj. Lr.
Boutris, who liveg practically next door in Kom Lohlzh henlet,
is zrudziigly conceded to be the better doctor. Dr. Enzt's

.IlJ.e,
olso a doctor, administers to women at the clinic, by the WEY .

Boutris's popularity with the hiuslims stems, in g::t,
from an incident tﬂrT occurred about four yesrs 270. an elderly
Liuglinm men fell ill =nd consulted uoutfls, viio zave him gonme
medicine. When the man died, the iuglim '‘doctor who then ran the
Bl Ezbsh clindc accused Boutris of nhlpractlce. The villzge cnds
was colled in to investizate the charzes. Zut the son of the non
vho died defended Boutris. e told the omda that he had taken his
father to otiier doctors and they had cont irmed Boutris's dizgnosis.
Tne onda then dismissed the accusations agwlnpt Boutris, vhose

sutetion in the village was enhenceds I Iunow the gon of the man

vbo éied. To this dey, his confidence in.Boutris is unshalkables
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Co >tic ;1n1?J from E1 Kom, nuclezr, extended, and
prooaoly a few neizhbor children asgs Jell.

but it wss ny impression that they looked uncomfortable and
left the tzble hurriedly.

A week or so later, & mon nane
gmall 1 afle to celebrate the wedding of S
A1) of -the -Muzglim zuests who a2ttt enaed partook o
3ut five or six Chrl stizn men remalned sitting ou
houge. They told kichamed they had zlready eaten.

}.u C)



KWC-? iy .

When I quizzed a Chrilstian informant about this behavior,
he sa id that some Cnrlatlanc eat at «uslinm haflas, and sonme
don't. Until about a2 year ago, there was no . Uroglem at all. But
thea something happ ened that put 2 major strain on iuslinm/
Chrigtian relatlonsnlp in Berzt.
. I got most of the details of this story from a
Chrigtian gource, z2lthouzh a Huslim mentioned it ag well.
ibout a vear ago, a Corigtian ooy from the v1llag
went to Cairo, net a kuslim girl, and fell in love with her,
He brought her back to the village.*
Thig scazndzlized bYoth Chrigtiang and Muslims
The Village omnda ceme to Ezbat Basili armed with 3 tape recorder,
He took the Christian boy into a room. When they reemer”ed,
the boy hed aareed to go to Qena and OILiCiaTT” change his
relizion (n»yvtlan passports list 2 person's reliz ion). The
boy zlso ended up having to change the name on Hls pasgport
to =z kuslim one.
Later, he had ﬁecond thoughts and seems to have
zotten his relizion switched back to Chrloti an. But for =vue
reason, the stete has balked at ziving him his old name backe.
So the poor fellow is stuck with an unv“nted iuslinm Tirst
name on his passports. .
. Another incident occurred about {ive yesrs ago,
when a Christian woman from ELl Kom married the brother of the
omda and beceme a Luslim. After only = year, the counle
Givorced and the women moved back to her fanily, becoming a
anlstlan agnine
‘ Despite the divorce, the woman and her former
husband, who remarried and now has,chlldren, are apnarently on
zood terms. During the sugar cane harvest, he lendsg ue- jjoriiers
to hely cut the cane on her three mnd a half feddans. ie alco
lends her money snd fertilizer.
But the wonen's father was so angry and hunililsted
by his daughter®s apostacy that he moved out of ELl iom =znd took
up residence in a small houge in the middle of a <ield outside
the homlete. Apparsntly reconciled, the woman now lives there
witli her father, mother, and an uncle.
It is said that the voman »
vhen her father and uncle dle. She is ¢
igolated spot without a male around.
I-have vigited this women twice. She is a hendsone,
seli-posgessed person, nrobablj in her late ,Oﬂ. She looks so
czlm =nd regpectable thet it iz hard to imezine her stirring

S

ns to move to Luxor

l=zns
afrald of living in that

0 10

* ‘prfent y just %o introduce her to hils family. I don't know
vitether he actuslly married her. Lieither the Christian nor Muslin
gource mentioned thet. 5ut knowing village norzslity, I ¢con't
1ma;1ne that they were JuSu ''dating.'' The Chrigtian source
indicated the girl wag of dumious reoutat;on. Je sald she
'*glent with nany men.''

The muSTLa Just said that the boy noved to Cairo
ond became a kuslim, making his parents very upset.
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up so nmuch excitement.

} Since both of the above stories are incouplete =nd
not well corroborated, I hesitate to make too0 much of them.*
But tzken tagether, they do indicate the tremendous furor that
can regult from a cross-religious love affair and the perils
associated with such an involvement. This is the greatest single
source of tension between the iuslim and Christian communities
in Berat because it threatens their religious solidrrity.

A Kuslin man once told me that a fMuslim would
be killed if he tried to change his religion. ''I know that,'’
he szid, even after admitting that such a thing had never
happened in Berzat.
'] think Christians not do that (kill an zpostate)
because they are afraid,'' he said. ''But I think Luslim nan
not afraid to do that.''

IV. The Spiritual Realm

Lacking any political power in the village (or in
the country as a vhole, for thal matter), and posseszsing only
nild economic clout there, the Berat Chrigtians retreat for
solace into their ancient religious traditions. In this spiritual
realm, their priests and saints are linked with the divine
poviers. ’ :

Even educated, urban Copts will speak about szaints
and =zncient miracles ag if they witnessed them with their
ovn eyes vegterday., o

Une night in June, I walked into Cziro'g nortiern
district of Shubra. Besides veing one of tiie most densely
populated places on earth, Shubra is home to a lorge Coptic
community .

A couple of blocks north of the railwy station,
I zlanced dovn 2 narrow side zlley and was arrested by the
brizhtly-1it frontage of a church. Exterior mosaics rich in
zolds and blues glittered in the light.

Walking into the zlmost enpty dbuilding, I found the
interior walls covered with a profugion of .uralg illustrating
Biblical scenes and stories of tire gaints. The style vwas
bagically Byzantine, with stiff, elongated formg, =nd strong,
contrasting colors. Sut there wasg algso & pronounced idiogyncratic,
almost certoon-like twist.

A young man zaw me studying thie paintings and cane.
over to chat in English. fie Introduced iimself as Yougri. XHe
zald he wes a deacon of the church and a couputer science
stucent at a Cairo university. He identified the church ag
having been bullt in 19463 and dedicated to St. lienas.

I commented on how charming the murals were. ¥ He

* I zot all my detzils of the second story from =2 suslim man who

iz on good terus with the Christian woman. But my Christian gources
would not even tazllk sbout what happened. One told me I would be
t'hesrtless'' to agsk questions zbout it.

#* Not everyone thinks so. I took a German friend to see the

church =nd he found the nurals to be garish and overdone.
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gald they had been painted in the early 1970s by =2 member of
the church named ma¢QVfa1k.

Vie stood in front of one mural where an armored
man on horseback wag spearing a mongter that resembled the
Pasmenizn Devil in the old Bugs Bunny cartoons — it was halry,
had long, vampire-like teeth, and dulging eyes. Yousril
identified this scene as St. George. slavln» the dragon zand
conceded that Mazdyfaik's imagination had ''run away with him."'

Another palnting howed a monk*li‘e fizure bvent
over carrying Christ, who was straight and gtiff as a: wooden. pcst{
on his backe Yousrl.sala this was St. Bishol (uree& for "owchop ?)
and proceeded with sgincere conv1ctlon to t2ll me hig gtory

Sishoi lived with several ot er dﬂlestv in a
monagterys Wanting very nmuch to se¢ dJesgus, tue priests
continually prayed that Christ would. apJewr to tilem.

One night, Bishol received a revelation that
Chrigt rould appear at a nearvy mountgln the next morning.

Ynen davwn broke, 2ll the priegts ran off pell mell
to the mountazin. Bishoi wazg the last to lecve the monaz shery
Ag he wasg alslng along the road, he found an old man 1"1n; bw
the “lde of it. VWhen tne man app ewled for help, Bishoi picized
him up and carried him on his back to the monzgtery, even though
it meant “u.ssmc Chrigt at the mountain.

As he neared the monastery, Bishoi could feel the
frzil old man becoming heavier and heavier on his back. Wien
they reached the ncnastery, the o0ld wzn was gtrong encugh to
otwno up. Sishoil then knew who it was and ha bent down to
srash Christ's Tfeete

For the Egypti n'Chrigtians, gsaints and niracl
G0 not end with modern times. Rifa and I once had a curi
convers tlon after lunch at his fhm1TV' nouge in Ezbat Bagili.
Rifazt szid the villogers still talk hoout the miracles hi
Qranaxuther, father T“dros, used to perform.

Here are two of them.

Une dey, when Father Tadros was trevelling in the
mountains, he encountered a fierce lion. Seing then an old man,
Father Tadros had little hape of SusLVlﬂ” this encounter. 3ut
he prayed to God for help. The Lord g Father Tadros the

strength to kill the lion with his cane. ‘

One dzy when,Father Tadros wag travelling about in
the valley, he came to a welle. He and his donkey were thirsty,
but a boy suarding toe well.refgsed to let them have a drinik,
Father ladros returned to his village very angry. ‘the next day,
a crowd of people came to visit him. They gsaid the well had
run dry. n.now:mc about the 1nc:.aen‘t w:.t,- tie oov, they begred
the priest to bring the water back, it first Father Thgroa
refuged., But aftef they continued to implore him, he relented
and accompanied them to the well. ifter he said a proyer over
the dry hole, ''the water increaged more and more,'’

At. lezagt that's whet the .randson gayse.
Later, I mentioned °0mctﬂlhc to Tugef zbout Rifazt's
grandfather being a.great saint. Yusef sald his owm grandfother,

Fatner matu, was a greater saint. fother Tadros ''looked after
the money,'' he said. -

To illustrate this point, Yusef told me about an



Chrigtian villagers in Ezbat Basgili repairing a water
pump . klost people in Berat get their water from wells.

incident thap oceurred before World ¥War Il during King Farouk's
t iril 8 . -
Bolis Basha, a fabulously rich Chrigtian uan who
lived in the village of Darbiya, once zzve Father Matz LE 200.%
Thet was a k}ng's\ransom in those days.

Father iiata thanked Bolis Basha profugely. But since
he did ''not.look to the money,'' he threw it in the toilet. -
bolis Basha also gave LE 50 to Father Tadros, wio accepted tie
Zifte

WWhen Bolig Basha found out what Father iizta had
done with his -money, he confronted him and prevailed upon nim
to accent an even larger sum. Father iizta then distributed
this largesse to the poor members of his family.

* Dorblya, about seven kilometers south of Berzt on the west

bank, was a center of rural landed wezlth before the 1952 Revolution
and lasgerist land reforms. You can still see there at leagt one
grand old mansion with neo-clzssical columns and Italianescue
balconies. Solis Basha owned 10,000 feddens, according to Luse
lhese properties were located around Darbiya and two other
nelghooring towms, Armant and Mariss. After the revolution;
the government appropriated all the land excent for 500 feddans.
The family was devastated, but manazed to rebuild its wealth. B
They have few landholdings now, but own several propertieg in
Cairo. One family member hzs a high ,ost in the Agricultura
kinigtry, one works for the Americon embascy, another for a
European embascy, one is a doctor, and one womzn is married to

a marghal In the army (I'm suprised that a Christizn could rezch
such & high position in.the Egyptisn army),

Ead
Loe

I also heard zbout a #uglinm man fron Darbiya who
lost 100 feddans under the land reform. Reduced to poverty, he
went. mad end now gits in front of his nouse yelling abuse ot
Neegger, the Egyptian government, end his neizghbors. His son
1s a religion student at Al Azhar University in Asyut.
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Yugef's claims for the eminence»of'his,gxandfather_
should be bpelieved, fother iata is Durled at the deir. The
dome of his tomb is higher than that of the church itselfs

he whitewasghed walls around the uOHb are marked
with grafitti from plous folks agking the saint's blegsings
or ﬂcslutbnce. One ig from a student requesting help in his
acadenic career. .

The dey I vigited the tomb with Yusel, there wag
a dark stein in the dirt at the entrance. Yusef said a man hed
slaughtered a sheep there to thank Father kiata for helping
him with a problemn. The man gave Tugef seme of the neat. TpAﬂe-
are oenczlts to: being rel:ted to a saint. :

The Coptlc Cnurcn press ias orluteu oosmall oosk1et
in Arabic azbout Father lizta?l llLe- As Ter ag I know, nobody
hog yet written a book cbout father Tadros.

While it is not suprlsln- thet Egyuptian Christians
ﬁttribute supernatural powers to thelr priegts, it is

remarikable that some iuslims do 2lso.

Cne Bunday morning after the mass, the worshipupers
at the acir were slttln- around the smnll courtyard in front
of the church eating =a Jate breakfrgt. Two huslim woilen Irom
the village walied in.. One ﬁas drua;1n~ a suall Doy behind nher.

She wag dragzing him beczuge little Monuned (=2n ironic
name under tne c1rcungtunces) didn't want to be there. iie let
hig nother know that by whining piteously =nd by a: :bo_n~ nold
of furnitufe and columns. She: had to pry him away from these.

Wnile the otne” woman took a seat necr the e:tr:nce,
the nother pu11ea her son over to vhere a priesgt ves gitting
She toTQ i her ooy nod been pleying with gome children tn:em
d“'° czo0 when & biz doz attacked hlm. Since tnen, ne hed been

ceing thisg dog in his dresms, which cauged him to walke up

c“";nu.

.

The oreVLQus nizht, the mother herself no
in vnich 2 woman in white tO1Q he& to apuesr a2t the
next dzy znd have & priegt pray over her son. If she
mohemed would not drezm ~bout the dog anymore, the cppar
told her.

[eTn]

0
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A.Christian friend explained to me that '‘'everyone
knows a weman in white clothes is 8%. Lory.'' Since tiais
particulor morning fell during the 15-dey long Coptic Jestival
of st. Hary, the woman's dream hed received added credence
in her mind,.

Whatever his mother thought sbout the rower of
Curigtian priegts, kohzmed wanted uo part of it. Wiile his
mother was tzlking to the priest, ne squirmed and struzzgled
so much she had to hold him down to the floor.

The priest spriniciled some water on both motier
and son from a Jjar gomeone pagsed to him. The boy whimpered
and struzgled with renevwed energy, teyinz to nit his mother,
The »nricst stood up and walked into the church. The mother
followed, dragging hiochamed behind her., I could hear his wailling
echoing rrom ingide the churcn,
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A few minutes later, there was quiet. The three of
them czme out of the church, hlahamed very calm now. Ile sat
down next to hig mather as ghe took a place at
one of the tables to eat some foul (a bean digh) and bread.

4 Christian woman was sitting opposite her. The two did not
say a word to each other, The other Chri gtiang in the
courtyard and the second Muslim woman were also quiets

When she had finished eutlno, the woman took
her son by the hand and, accompanied by the other liugl im
woman, left the deir.

About a week before thig lnclaert, I had nesrd about
an a nost'adentlcal cage., A Christian friend szid o Huslim
woman came to his house one morning =nd asked him uh she
could f£ind a priest. He directed her to the deir.

The woman had a gmall girl with her. She told
nim ihat the child had been bitten LY 2 dog 2nd was afraid to.
sleep at nluht * The woman wanted 2 priest to say a ! 93601al
pcﬂvcr" for the girl.

The things that go on in an Egyptian villazge cc
sometlmes suprise you.

-l
2
J

Sincerely,
." -
{

#* If Serct seems to be overrun by vicious dogs, well, it is,
Egyptdan peggwntﬂ Go not ccre for their dogs as do suburben

imericens. Lney aon't put tazs on them znd let tiien gleep in
the Zorzze, for e;emnTe. Berzt dogs live off table scraps -nd

whotever else they can scavenge. They roan a:ounu in packs =znd

D

Lrequent v zet into bloody fights, meking a frizhtful racket,

[

Villzze men carry staves with them when walking sround =t

nizht, mostly to fend off these snerling aninals.
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