MEXTICO PUTH T98 FATITH TH EDUCATION.

Dr. Pulg Cassuranc, the present Secretary of iHduca-
tion in Mexlico, tells a story of how ou one of hig tours of
inspection he stovped ons day to visit the frontier town of
Nogsles in the State of Souora. "ily eye was caupht", relates
Dr, Cagsuranc, "by a splendid Wuilding in the process of cone
struction on a little hill in the poorest and most miserable
gsection of ithe towrn. Then Y euguired asbout this building, I
was lnformed it was a school belung bullt by the City Couuncil.
fioat of the work, howsever, it lster developed, was being done
by the inhsbltents of the little communlty arvound the schools
for it wag these poor people who carried the stones up the
steen hill = working like peons, without pay or recompense
of any sort. I immedisately decided I must visit the school
and talk to some of these voluntesr workers. Amoup others,

T met one old man almost geventy vears of age. Don Isabel

wes his name, and he had come to Nogales from the State of
tuanajuato. T started to compliment him for the work whleh

he was doling for the school, but in the midst of my remarks,
he stopred me and said: 'Sefior, there is no reeson for you

to congratulate me; when T used to live in my 'pueblo' in
Guana juanto, there also I carried wmany rocks and stones - but
it was to build a chuPeh that T lebored. HNow I labor to bulld
a school, for T have learned that when we Mexlcans arve obliged
to crogg the border into the Unlted States In search of work,

they do not ask us, 1f we kunow how to pray; they =28k us, 1If we

can read'.”

Often it is the Non Isabels who express more clearly
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than meny & lesavrned tome or columu of statistics, the changes
that are taking place in 2 country. And so it is in tunls case.
Modern Mexico bhas put its faith in education. The Hexican
nation is st the present time conducting an experiment in
public education, unprecedeanted in the history of the country.
Like old Don Issbel, Mexico is carrying vrocksg and stonss up a
hnill to uiid s school.

The ill for public education in ﬁexica for the year
19268 was 49,576,166 pesos. Of thils amount, 27,613,905 pesos
wag spent by the federal government; 19,923,560 pegsos by the
state goverments; and 2,038,700 pesog by the wmuniclpal pgovern-
ments . Fef the federal goverument, thils meant that 7.374 of
the national budget wes devoted to educetion. The average pere
centage of the steste budgets devoted to educational nurposes
was 34.029. Although the ststistics for the current vear (1927)
have not yet been published, 1t 1s estimeted that an even greate
er amount ha: bheen spent foy public education in 1927 than in
19268. In other words, translatiug these figures into American
dollars, Mexico is spending for public sducation at the present
time approximately §25,000,000 a vear. With tweunty five million
dollars & year a goodly number of rocks c¢an be carried up a
goodly number of hills. Tt is the purpose of thils artlele to
survey briefly, first, the nature of the "hill" which Mexico 1s
trying to climb, i.e. the neture of the educational problem;
and, second, to describe in summery fashion what manner of "rocks"
Mexico is bulldiang into the foundatlon of itg new sducational
system.

In the narrower senss, the problem of educatlion in
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Mexico 1s =& problem of illlteracy. The 1921 census glves the
totél population of Vexlco as 14,3534,780. 0Of this number,
6,879,348 or 65.27% of the population above 10 years of sge
cannot read or write. In several states the psrcentage of
illiteracy of the population above 10 vesrs of age rizes as
high as 80%, and even in the Federal District the percentage
is 24.09%. To put the matter the other way around, out of a
total population of 10,538,621 above 10 years of age, ouly
3,564,767, or a 1little over one third, sre known to be able
to read and write.

It would be difficult to imagine from the point of
view of our modern standards in such matters,a worse state of
gffalrs than these statistics discloge. But even flgures, such
as thess, cennot glve a true understanding of the resl educs=-
tional problem with which the Mexlicasn govermment is feced. As
a matter of fact, in auy predominantly agricultural country
the inebllity of a large per cent of the populetion to read
and write wight no be so lwmportant ags it sppears at firet blush.
The chlefl reason why the high percentage of 1lliteracy in Mexico
gt the present time is a matter of gserious moment is that this
percentage happens to be not only an index of the ability of the
people to read and write, but, what is vastly more significant,
an‘index of the standard of living of au overwhelming majority
of the population.

In other words, the fact that 659 of the poeple of
Mexico cannot read ard write also corresponds with the fact
that at least 657 (end probably more) of the population is

1iving st a level where the most strenous efforis barsly sufe
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fice to keep body and soul together. And although it is not
to be denied that political, eccnomic, sand historical factors
ars partly responsible for thls unfortunate condltion, the
modern educstional lesders of Wexico are firmly convinced that
at the root of the evil lies the lgunorance of the people. That
the poeple cannot vead and write, is a minor matler conpared
with the fact that the majority of Wexleo's rursl population
{snd st lesst three fourths of the people are rural) ia ig-
norant of all but the most primitive agricultural techniques;
that the people are without knowledge of how to czre for their
physical welle~being and innocent of hyglenej that they do not
know how to use the netural resocurces lying at thelr very door
steps; and thet thelr homes, thelr clothes, thelr food are
still of the crudest and most primitive Lyps.

Lest 1t appear that the foregolng statement lIs only
the resction of & forelgner, let me quolte from s report recent-
1y published by the Sub=-8acretary of Edueation, Sedor Moleéds
sédenz, sfter an officiel tour through the mountainous regions
of the State of Puebla.

The climate of this regioh ig varied...the rainfall
very generous and the land, if well cultivated, of sunormous
fertility. The people are hard working...men, women, and
ehildren, like ants from sun to sun. And yet, desplte the
fact thet naturse has been prodigious in its gifts...that the
land is well distributed smongat the population, that they have
peace and for goms time past have had a benevoleut govermment
81111 the gsternderd of living of these people is of the very

lowest typPGeso. Using the nethods of the neolithic age, the
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indlsns work their lends and gather its frults. On the market
day of the nearest "pueblocito" ('nearest'oftimes mesns &
whole day 's walk} the men, the women, and even the poor little
¢hildren come carrying on their shoulders the meager harvest...
L8 dld their father and thelyr grandfathers and all thelyr ane
cgetors, so also do they} thus do they sow and reap, thus bare
gain and sell..."

"For the most part, they know of no other way to
renew:the Fertillity of their lands than to allow them periodice
ally to rest. The year in which the land lies fallow, the
Tamily simply suffers more hunger. In one place, Zapotitlén,
there was a man who cultivated hils land very well...This man
wishsé to teach the Indlaus his secret. They listened to him
with thelr usual apathy, but whsn the harvest ceme and they
witnessed egalin the miracle of his greater yileld, forgetting
the practical instruetion which he had given them, they asked
to what salnt he prayed in order to obtain sueh sn sbundant
hoarvest and to what priest he seld hismasses.”

In order to gat the full signiflesnce of thils quota=
tion, it must be remembered that its author is not describing
conditions in the ftate of Chlapas or Oaxacs or any other
vegion far vamoved from the center of activity and as yet re-
lntively undaveloped. Oun the contrary, the State of Pueble is
one of the rlchest of the central plateau région and 28 well
esouipoed with means of communicatlon as any other state in the
fiepublie. The conditions which characterize the 1ife of the
inhabitants of the "aslerras" of Puebla are not the exception

in Mexico, but the rule. Since this is tfue, the problem of
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educetion in Mexico is & soclal problem in the widest meaning
of the term. The peopls need to be taught to resd and write,
but, more than thils, they nesd to be shown a way of life. Lite
eracy is only the first step; resding and writing only a means
to achieving the higher end of ralsing the standard of living
and "incorporating the masses of the people in the civilized
life of the nation".

If the quesgtlion which sonfronts the educationml leaders
of yaxico 1s, from one point of view, & matter of how the school
can best ald the economic and material rehabilitation of the
people, from snother point of view, quite as importent for the
future of Mexico, it ig a question of what part the school can
play in craating a apirit of nationel uvnity and cultural homo-
geneily in 2 country whers as yet these things arc asplrations
rather than accomplished facts. Mexlco, in the words of a
former Secretary of REducation, José Vasconcelos, is a lend of
contreste and differences. "Mexico's most striking feature 1s
the exireme difference in the appesvance of the inhabitaunts,
the neture of the scil, in the climats of nesarby sections,
abysmal differeuces in the thought of the people and in the
landscape of the country. Perhaps there is no nation on sarth
vhere you can find in the same sccentuated form a coexlgtence
of humsn types separated by centuries and even epochs of ethné-
graphiocal development - peopls different in blood, race tradi-
tion and habits.ﬁ

Geograpuically, racially, and culturally, wexico is
not cne, but 8 half dozen different countries. In the south

and in & relatively navrrow strip along both coasts are the
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"tierras ecalientes™, with the excessive heat and torrential
rains of the troplies. Rising gradually Trom the great Scnors
desert in the north sand stteining sn elevation of 7,500 feet
in the Valley of Mexico, ls the great central plateau. The
climaste of thig reglon varies from cool to very cold and,
although for the most part semi-arid conditions prevail, when
the land iz properly irrigated, due the great elevatlon almost
eny product of the temperate end north temperate gone csn be
raised. Between the fireat Central Platemu end either coast
can be found on the slopes and in the valleys of the twe great
mountain renges which traverse Mexico from north to south, al-
most any c¢limate which may be desdfed. In the fourteen hour trip,
for example, between Vexleco City and Vera Crusz, youApass thraugh>
as many varieties of eclimate as 1f you lourneyed in the United
States from Hates Park, Lolorado, to Palm Peach, Florida.
Bthnologically, present day Mexico presents as hete-

rogencus & plcoture az 11 does geagréphically. Conventionally,
Mexican population ig dlvided into three clagses: whites, Indians,
and "mestizos® {i.e. the results of crosses between the indige-
nous groups and the whites). The 1921 census gives the followe
ing classification éf the populations

Pure indigenous.groups {Indians)..... 4.179,449 or 29.16%

MOBtLZOS eosvesnssessenscvasavransace 8,504,561 or 58.33%

m\,itﬁgsng.su-.Q.ubﬁ.svus-ao'b.-o.stlo 104043718 oy 9080%
Race unknown and forelgners..ccssees. 246,082 or 1.71%

Total ;}Gpulaticm- esssecencnssvisves- LEJIOL,TED 0!’1095%

These statistics can, of course, be ounly approximately correct;
but at lesst they é@rVG Lo indiéate the larger outiines of the

racliel composition of the pepulatiéﬁ; When one stops to consider



- 8 e

that no one of the three major clauses indiceted above represents
a "pure” or homogenous racisl stock, the picture becomes even
more complex. The term "whites™, for example, vrefers in the main,
of sourse, to the Spanish conquerore and thelr dsscendants. But
the Spanish; 1t must be remembered, are a hybridizstion of sll
the recial stocks of Furope plus whatever iz redvresented ethno-
logically by the historical terms "Moors" and "Jewas". On the
other hend, vhat the Census lists as "pure indigenous” popule-
tion, ls maede up of &t least three wldely different types of
Tndians, in turn divided into an undetermined number (probably
fifty or more) sub-types. The méstizas are anything that cane-
niot be put into one of the ethey two clasgses.

Considered in relation to the problem of sducstion,
the geographlical and recial diversity which charascterizex Mexico
would not necessarily appear as a significant factor, were 1t
not also tvue that levels and varietiss of cultural development
ean be correlated with these geographleal and blologlcal Aife
ferences. Without entering into the moot questions of geogra=-
phical or racial detsrminism, one may simply state that tharer
18 in Mexico st the present time an almost one to one correspond=-
ence between cultural diversity and environmental and biologlcal
diversitye. ‘

For genvenience,one may speak, for example, of the
indigenous (Tndian) population of Mexico as ¢ single "race"
but onge must be aareful not tavimply thereby & sultural unity
which in reality does not exist. This "single race" includes
over 49 well distinguished ethnical gfaups, spesking almost 100

different and distinct langusges or dialests, and exhibiting
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markedly different customs and haebits of life., After four
hundred years and more of domination by Spanish culture, there
are stlll in Yexico some 2.000,000 ITndlans who cannot even speak
the Bpanish language. The cumilative effects of gocial 1solae-
tion in a2 mountainous country without adequate means of commue
nication plug the different types of adjustment called forth
by the many varistles of geographical environment, have inevie
tably given rise to cultural dlfferentiations which to this day
eharacterize Mexico.

Ancther basis for estimating the extent of these
"sbysmal differcnces in thought® and levels of cultural develop=-
ment, may be gained by considering the following division of the
population into "types of cilvillzation" recently published by
the Secretarisi of Bducatiens

Primitive or Indlgenocus Civilization

Indiﬁnﬁ;».o.-o.cgcq-pocncc-oo.ncc'o-.ac.c' 5.504’552
Mestizas».--....'-....-c...n‘ AR YRR 40350,452

Intermediate Clvilization

Including = amalllparcentage of Indisns... 4.000,000

European or Modern Civilization

Including a large percentage of Mestizos.. 1.556;799

Until more completé gtudies have been made, these
fiéurea may be accepted ss a falrly sdequate representation of
the "cultural mep" of Mexico.

Bith this brief survey before us, we #re now in &
poslition to understand why the problem of education in present
day Mexico 1s not only one of how to improve the economic wellw
being of the people, but also a problem of how the schools may

be used for the "integration of the nation". The unity of human
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groups depends upen thelr possesslon of a common background

of expericence snd tradition and thelr veaction to commnally
held symbols snd collectlive reprosentations. If wexico ié not
a2 nation, it is because the symboels of nationhood d0 not yet
possess any meanlug or slgnificacce for the vast majority ef
the populatiocn. The fleag, the ustional snthenm, the nstionsl
heroes have unot entersd lanto the sxperience of the peopls.
"The historicel tradition, which Imposes uniformity on the
customs and sspirations of & people’, writes the Mexican sow=
¢iologist, Daniel Cosio Villeges, "properly speaking, does not
aexlist In Mexico...There are no popular legends, no popular
heroes...Bven our greet bull-lighters and our great baundits,
haross of the middle class, are known only to those few indl-
viduals who resd the dally newspapers.” The "oran familia
nacional™ is yet 1o be achieved in Mexlcoj; the responsibllity
for its arestion lies with the publiic schools.

Turning now from our consideration of the nature of
the educational problem, lel ug review in suwmmary faslon the
means which have been devised for 1tes solution. 8pecificelly,
lgt us ses what kind of schools are belng established, and what
type of pedagoglcal procedure is being followed. In & word::
what 1 Maxico deoing in its schools to raise the standard of
1iving of the mesaes of the people and to create a spirit of
nationsl unlity and cultural homogeneity:

Refore undertaking to answer these questions, Lt is
necegsary to gtate that in MYexico, pubklic eaﬁcatien is carried

on by the federael, state and municipal governmenta. As 2 matter
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of fact, however, at the present time, with the exceptlon of
8 few of the larger citiles, municipal schools are of little
Importance. Hach state is sutonomous in regard to 1is adue-
cational system and may develop its program from the .
kindergarten to the university. The federal government has
charge of the schools in the federal district and in the terrie-
tories pnd also has the right to establish schools in sny state.
Tiis means thalt ithe Tederal school system, working under the
direction of ithe Secretarist of Hducation functions independsnt-
1y of the state school sysitem. Duplication of effort iz avolded
by a careful co-oprdinetion of the federal and siste programs.

Since what John Dewey has called "hexico’s educationsl
renaissance” has been undoubtedly vevry largely due to the work
of the netional aaihmrities, it is appropiate that we should
devote ouy atteﬂtian‘maiﬁly to the achievements of the feﬁeral
government in this fleld.

The sducational efforts of the national goverument
in the country at large oulside of the faederal district and the
territories, dates from the year 1021. at this time MHexico
faced an educational crisis. The thirty years diectatorship of
niaz was, to put it mildly, not distingulshed for achlevements
in éducatimm, and during the years of revolutlion and social
disorder followlng the downfall of that regime, the whols gystem
had become completely disorganized. Almogt an entire generation
had grown up without advaantages of publlic schools. In the larger
citles, gschools continued to operate after s fashion, but in the
vast rural districts of iexico, where 757 of the population
lives end hasa its béimg, hardly a school was to be found. In the

face of thig situatlon, the federal government very wisely decided
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to direct 1ts fMrst efforis to astablishing sducstionsl centsrs
in these neplectsd rural communitlies. Heglunoing with the Obregon
administration 10 1821, tnis work kes proceeded rapidly. In
gotober, 1987, the Seoretary of Wlucetion wss sble o report that
2,852 federal rural schools nad been established, with s total
snrollxnsnt of 208,583 studeuts, sné 3,549 toachere. TFor rural
schools slone, the netlonel goveroment spent in the year 1925-87

the sum of 3.001,580 pasosg.

1s belng Tollowsd in these fedeval 7
rural sehools ig adnirsbly sdepled to the sducstionsl nesds of

the sgrapriss communiilies. Departing from tusg traditionsl threse
frig" the avthoritiss have olaced ths emphesis in the four year
eourse voon Teaching ithe ehildren {and ihrough thesn thelr parents)
thoge things =hicn will zevve lmredistely to incresse productivity
gnd raise the standerd of living. Azcordingly, ssch school is
emipoed with a2 gm8ll plot of ground. Courses In fersming, gavden-
ing, the care of chickens snd rabbits, and courses in weaving,
tanning, pottery making, the vreservetlion of freits end vegetables,
and gerpentry bulk quite sz Jarges In the curericulum ss reading,
writing an® arithmetic. Hirht clegses sre held for sadults and
gvary of fort iz vut forth to melte t he school the esnter of the
gomrunity I11fs. anaz? the sotivities of the rural scheol, the
orineiple of "scoidn® is in foree. This means thet the students
gre eneouregad Lo "learn by dolng” rather than vealving, as ia the
pagt, woon books and the words of the teacher for the soursss of
thelr knowledse. Ho opportunliiy s neglected 1o oropogate the
anirit of nationsliiem snd group unity. The Tndlsusg are belng

tsught to speslk Spenish,mé the national anthew mey be heard in
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little mountain villages where,before the coming of the school,
it ig doubtful if even the meaninug of the word ﬁMexico” wes
known. The states are followlng in the foot steps of the federsl
government and the last census reports the existence of 6,000
state supported mral schools.

In order to train teachsrs for the rural schools,
besides estoblishing 8 series of regional normal schools (there
are 9 of these now with a total enrollment of 625 students), the
federal govermment has devised a most ingenious system of movable
teachers' institutes, known as "Cultural Missions". These so=
called "Cultural Wissions™ consist of a group of experts in
sducation, agriculture, social work, small Industries (weaviag,
carpentry, etc.) and physicel culture. 8ix such groups ave now
et work in the variouw states of the Republic. A Mission remains
in a8 given commnlty for three weeks. Turing this time, the
rural teachers of that district receive inteusive training in
the theory snd pracitice of rural sduesntion. In 19286 and‘tha
firet cuarter of 1927, 44 such Wisslons or institutes were in
12 different states. Apvroximetely 3,000 teachers were reaéhed
et 8 total cost of 114,742 pesog oOr, on an average, 19,123 pesos
(c. $9,400) per year, per Mission.

& more specialized and adveanced type of education s
belng of fered in the new federal reglonal agricultursl sehools.
During the administration of President Calles, "iscuelas Cene
treles Agrfcolas™ heve been established in the States of Guana-
justo, Michosedn, Hidalgo, and Durengo. The avérage total cost
of eanch one of these four schools is estimated at 1.000,;000

pesos {e. $500,000%. At Cths present timse, the enrolliment totals
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675 atudents or an avarage of 158 per school. These inestlitutions
N

LE]

gre open to the gous of smell farmers or Yejld

iditarios®™ {(Lhose

he villages thet hold thelr land communally).

ir purpoge iz to furnish a wmesns whereby beoulghted
Mexienn psous can be traunsfovmed iuto self respecting intel-
iigent favmers. Hech school has & lsrge tract of land, is stock-
od with high prede animals and emipped wiith modern farming and
Tt is 4o sceret that the "dscuelas Cen-
trales Agrfcoles™ are the epple of President Galles's eye, aund,
if present plans 4o unot fall, three new institutlons of this

type will be sginb

ished during the coming year. The sgricule
Ctural banks, the partition of landed esitstes and tiie Central
hgrieultural Schools are the three meajor planks iu the Presie

3 9

dant's platfomm of sgrarian reforvme Hezt to Lhe rural schools,

w2

the "Bgscuelas Centrales aAgrfcolss™ represent thie most important

edusetionel lnoovation of the present regime

Oue other very intbr, ting experinont which the national
govermrent s cmnﬁmctiﬂg in its geueral campalgu to improve the
conditiong of the sprarisn comwnillies deserves 1o be mentioned.
In 1925 there wag iusugurated in Mexico Cily & school known as
"ra Casa Cel ustudiante Indfgens®™ or "School for the Indigesnous
Studant®.  This institutlon admits only Ypure! Indians and has as
1ta avow=d perpose “the iuncorporation of the Indlan as an ine-
tepral perh of the 1life of the nation.” At Lhe vresenl writing
thers are eanrclled gome 200 In&ian students, repressnting 21
states and 25 or more different tyibal groups. As an experiment

in recial pasychology tihe institulion hap already proved a marked

sugcess, for 1t hes ghown once for all that the dexiesn Indian
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is egual not only in ca@aciﬁy to other racial groups,but that
he porssesses many virtues smd gifts of unique value. The schoel
hopes,by sending 1ts graduates beck "to leaven the loaf” in
thelr netive villspge, to beacome, ln time; a gresi social force
for reclaimiang the Tndisns for Mewxican national life.

it must not be conclude=d from the forspolng that 4
mexico’s educational rewaieniung has been entirely 1u the interest
cf the rupral districls. Roth Inside snd oautside the fedeval
district, the Depe riment of Hduecetlon has carried on an ine- »
tensive campaign for the improverent of the city schoela. Part
of this cempaign hag been to establish "Rscusles Tipicas® or
model primery schools in the capital of seceh state. Also, the
government maintaing some 30 industrial and commercial schools
in various citles of the Republic. Tn the faderal Capltel, thg
institutions of bighey learning - the Hetionzl Universlty and
the Preparatory Schools - hsve been reorgsnized along more modern
and more democratic lines, and In the f£isld of primsry educatlon
the 8 newscuelas al Alre Libre" {Open Air Schoolsg) represent a
mog b originel and novel contribution to school architecturs and
pedagogical practlee. IL space permitited, It would be interest-
ing to treat in detail these end other aspects of the work of
the Demviment of Hducation. What has been gelt dowa here, how-
ever, s pevhsps suough to vevesl ths major tendencies of the
modern Merlicen educational wmovement.

vy of summardsiag the foregoling aud balaneing the

books for Hexizan education, the following facts may be rehearsed!

DEBITS.
et

657 of the population of Mexico ahove 10 vears of age
{dver 6.800,000 people) cannot read or write.



0f the total achool population of 2.750,000 children,
over 1.500,000 are without any schools to go to.

Hearly 2.000,000 Indlisns camot sveak the Spanish
language.

Hearly &£.000,000 people in Hexico are classed by the
Dapartment of Tdueation as having s "primitive" standard of
livings

Yhe vegt majority of the people sare in urgent need of
citizenship training, if Mexico is fto become a unifled, demo-
eratic nation.

CREDIIS.

Ihe federal government is speuding 7.37% of iis total
budget or 27.813,908 pesos 8 year on public education.

The stete govermments arse apending on an average of
37% of thelr yearly budgets for the same purpose.

in all, more than 49,500,000 pesos per year is being
snent for vublic sdueatian in Mexivo.

The federai government 1s at the nresent time main-
taining over 3,574 schools of which 2,952 are rural.

The state and manicipal goverumeuts are mailntaining
9520 achools of whilch 6,832 are rural and 3,067 are vrimary schools.

The total number of schools in Mexico, public snd private,
is 15,47%.

The total enrcllment in all sehools iz 1.183,333
students, of which number 1.165,408 are in public schools.

Surely, nc nation was ever facad with a greater educne
tional problem than is Wexlco in the year of our Lord 1928. Not
only must the nation struggle with ipgnorance snd nescience on
every side, tut in education, es in every other publisc enterprise
in Mexico, mar hes to be constantly waged against the sge-old
traditions of political graft and incomnestence. There iz an evers
pregent temptation to sacrifice the fundes, so badly needed for
aduecation, to other and less worthy objects.

what for convenlence we have called heve the '"problem

of education in Wexieo" is only one aspect of that much larger



- 17 -

and more Adifficult lob which the revolutionspry governments have
tackled - the soecial veconatruction ef the whole nation. Tt
would be neive and even foolish to hope that in any educational
program, of whatever kind, Mexieo will find the seolution of all
the sociel i1ills to which i1t is helr. PBut if the present sctivi-
ties of the state and federal governmenls are 1n earnest for the
future, 1t is clesr that dHexico is determined to glve aducation
a fair chance to do 1ts part in creating the new natlion. The
rest lies in the lap of the gods. "It mist be recognized sand
gald very loud and very elear', wrote the Sseretary of Rducstion
in 1924, "thet the work of popular redempiion 1s now securely
launched, and that it has its roots deen In the conscience and
heart of Mexice". If this was true in 1924, 1t is doubly true

in 1928. Merico has put 1ts faith in education!
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Jamuary 11th,1928

Dear ZTyler:

Untll recently my plan was to go to Mexico promptiye
With that in view I did not write. I am not going to now at
any longthe I loave shortly for Bostone

Wow, as I telegraphed, I expect to be with you early
in Marchs The delay has been dus to the possibility of lir.
Charlas Ri Crang also <oinge Mo loaves here on the twenty-
fifth for California. After being thers for 2 couple of weeks
he will let me lmow his final decision.

Langdon-Daviss is at work Iin Spaln. A recent letter
from him includes the following paragraph:

"3ince I saw you I have had time to think a grest

‘deal dbout the Institute and thers is much that

I shall write to you in the near futurés It seems

to mek although I may be wrongs that true perspective
is only gained vhen one ceases to think of the ides

as an experiment in geademic craft and sees it as an
exparinent in gtate erafis If for exeample in five
years I know 2l) the key men in Spain, if they can

be convinced that I have as good an objective view

of their problems as anyone, 1f they kmow that I &3
trusted by all the leading Americans Interested In
Spain, then 1t 1s zbsard to think that the final
product is nothing more than a course of lactures

gt 3 wmiversity; that iz a dbye-product; the end
produst is a position of pover in Spain and in Hispano~
American affairs; multiply that by the nurbex of your
mem and you have the power of your cooperative institute.
Or so it seoms t0 me.”

The Hoppers I will tell you about in detall vhen I see
you. He has bosn very ill, but seominvly was dn the upgrade.

W1l write again in a few days.

Sincerely,
YSR/FC
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

GEORGE GRAFTON WILSON
PROFESSOR OF INTERNATIONAL LAW CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

Dear Mr. Rogers:-

Let me thank you for sending
to me copies of the letters of Mr. Simpson
in regard to Mexico. It seems to me the
cne relating to mass education is particular

ly significant and I am sure some of my
colleagues will be greatly interested.in
both letters.

It seemed to me that the
Washington meetings were better than usual.

Very sigcergly,
s (4 »

Mr, Walter S. Rogers,
522 Fifth Avenue,
New York City



THE CARNEGIE FOUNDATION

FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF TEACHING
522 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE
PRESIDENT

January 12, 1928.

My dear Mr. Rogers

Thank you very much for sending me the two
interesting rapers dealing with popular education in Mexico. I
have read them with much pleasure and I agree with the author
that this development of rural schools is the most hopeful feature
of the modern Mexican situation. I should be pleased at any time
if I might have a chance to see other reports.

Yours very sincerely,

Walter 8. Rogers, Esg. ﬁg&7yk
Institute of Current World Affairs

522 Fifth Avenue, New York City.

P-R.



ENS..WSR. .25, Mexico City,D.F.,
, ' Apartado 538,
January 12,1928.

My dear Mr. Rogers:

I am not one to deny the importance in in-
ternational relations of what some of my Mexican friends are
pleased to call "the god-damned good willers". But, when all
ls B8aid and done, there 1ls a limit to the amount of anmbrosia
that even the gods can eat; and the signs that this limit is
rapldly being approached in Mexico are becoming more and more
appafent. Like the dormougein "Alice in Wonderland", here and
there, even at the risk of being "suppressed" by the court, the
Mexicans are beginning to shout "treacle!". If I sense the
matter correctly, the leaders of Mexican thought are not fooled
by the,coincidence within their fair land of the amiable and
frieﬁaly Mr yzgrow,‘;he pleasantly indiscrete Will Rogers, the
heroic Lindbergh family, and, during this last week, of the
flying Rotarians from Houston,Texas. (The last mentioned, by
the way, were refused permisgion only a few months ago by Sec-
retary Kellogjto make the very trip which they have Just complete?)

And, I1n all thuth, why should the Mexicans
be fooled? Hav'nt they witnessed the same sort of performance
just before electlon time in the United Stateéyby evéry ad-
ministration from the days of Rutherford B.Hayes on down? The
present show, to be sure, has been "bigger and better" than any
of the previous ones, but it ig nonetheless the same old show.
This time, 1t Just happens, that the occasion is more lmportant;
for, not only does the Republican party face doubtful prospects

in the coming election, but there ig also that embarrassing
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little matter of the good Calvin scheduled to drown out the
molges of battle in Nicaragua Dby singing a song of "peace on
earth and good will to man" before the Pan-American Conference.
Yes, the reaction is beginning to set in. The
smoke screen of good will, whatever may have been 1ts effect
in the Unlted States, has not entirely succeeded in clouding
Mexican eyes to the fact that matters remain very much as they
were before. Scarcely had the irreproachable Lindbergh sailed
away to spread the soothing balm over the troubled landg of
Central America than someone dared to write on the ediyorial
page of E1l Universal:

"In spite of the fact that..Pedro Henrfques
Urefla discovered a "medium tone'even somewhat melancholy was
the predominant characteristic of the Mexican spirit... we are
accustomed to abandon this excellent virtue of moderation when
it comes to welcoming some one from another land.

" We'lay the honey on sothick" that our guests
can only end by being disgusted at the forced regime of sugar eat
ing...

"Lindbergh goes about the continent piloting
his airship with an heroic unconsciousness of the contagion of
enthusiasm which his presence produces in the docile multitudes
that accdaim him., It is to this end that his government pur-
sued its policy of ekhibiting him like a rare bird or a preciocus
Jewel before the astonished eyes of that “ingenuous America that
still prays to Jesus Christ and still speaks 8panish'....

"Sefior A.E.V€lez, who proposesg an album with
millions of signatures asg the 'homage of the Mexican family
had best close it and-guard 1t for a more propitious occasion.
Sendres Mier,Vardn, and Marin who ask that ‘'Balbuena Park' be
called ‘Carlos A.Lindbergh' would do well to restralnm their en-
thusiasm. , :
"After all, the North American aviator is a

'millionaire of homages and he will be none the poorer if we
regerve some of our adulations for heroes more obscure and humble,
but, withal, our own".

Again, amidst the shouts of "Merry Christmas"
and "Happy New Year" it is interesting to hear also thig note
soundéed«=<¢ on the editorial page of the same paper from which

the above quotation has been taken:
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"Washington has given notice that the coming Pan-
American Conference will not deal with: the project for convert-
ing the Unlon into a League of Nations; nor with the proposed
agreement that no state shall occupy temporarily or permanently
the territory of another; nor the Monroe doctrine; nor the matter
of Nicaragua nor the problems of oil.

"In a word, the Conferenece will refuse to deal with
precisely thoge matters which are of the most transcendental im-
portance for Spanish America- matters which can all be reduced
to the one great question: how to limit the imperialism of our
powerful neiﬁhbor...

It may be deduced from the foregoing that the present
Pan-American Conference will be a little more solemn and just
about as verbalistic as the preceeding ones. Pregident Coolidge
will pronounce a magnificent opening discourse filled with good
intentlions towards the weak states of Hispano-America. And afiter
that, there will continue to flow down the hot streets of Havana
an incadescent river of fraternal and Pan-American oratory. All
of which will be just about as useful for the future of the Con-
tinent as was that flow of oratory in the temple of Solomon to
determine whether or not it was a sin to eat an egg lald by a
black hen on Sunday."

I repeat, I do not deny that Mr.Morrow and his ¥
able asslstants have accomplished more to re-establish friendly
relations between the United States and Mexlco than has ever be-
fore been accomplished 1n so short a time. It may even turn out
'to be true that Mr.Morrow hag done his work so well that the pre-
dlction,already being made, that he will recieve the nominatlon
for the Preslidency of the United States wlll happily be fulfilled.
But all thls should not obscure the fact that up to the present
time the achievements of the new ambassador remain in that misty
realm in which all such imponderables as "good will" and "friend-
ly spirit" must perforce dwell until they are made real and solid
in actual solutions of the difficulties which beset the two
nations. The "problems" presented to the United States by the
Mexican land and oll laws are yet problems even though President:
Calles and his cabinet have dined at the American embassy. The

fundamental differences between the two natlions still exlst even
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though Colonel Lindbergh has attended a bull fight. A smile on
the face of the "Colossus of the North", in the eyes of the
Latin Americans,does not reduce the size of the shadow which

he casts over the lands to the South.

I regret very much thnat you will not find it
posgible to visit Mexlco before March. There are so many quests
ions that must be talked over with you and so many aspects of
the situatlon here on which I would like to have the benefit of
your advice. Although some of these questions can very well be
postponed until March, others, 1f my tlime 1ls to be spent to the
best advantage, should be decided at once.

By the time this letter reaches you I trust that
you will have before you my report on education. These geven
articles fall somewhat short of the complete survey which I had
projeeted in this field, but I believe that they embrace all of
the outstanding curfent tendencles in Mexican education. I
really wanted to do an article on the National University and a
sketch or ﬁwo of gome of the leaders. I am afraid, however, that
I will have to let the matter stand where it ig for the present.
Iore time has already been spent on the subject than perhaps its
Importance warrants. Indeed, when I stop to think that six
months and more have passged since I came to Mexico and that these
few articles on education are substantially all that I have to
gshow you, my heart drops down to the bottom of my boote. To be
sure, there has been a certain amount of unavcidable waste mo-
tion during these first months and one whole month will. hawe to
be charged off to illness. The first}l suppose, was inevitable

(especially: here in the land of "mafiana"); and the second could
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not be helped. But, even so, I find it difficult to escape a
persistent sense of failure to live up to the ideals of the
Institute. The moral: I must work faster from now on.

And this brings me to my first question. While
you were in Europe I received a letter from Dr.Paris in which he
mentioned the fact that you had written him suggesting the possi-
bility of my teaching this summer in the University of Chicago.

I do not know hir far your negotlatlions went or what! has been
thelr ocutcome, but, if this is your plan for me, I should know
the detalls as soon as possible ,for it will mean a reorganization
of my present mode of procedure. If I recallnthe matter corgect-
ly, our informal agreement before I left the States was that I
was to have 18 months for my preliminary survey of Mexican prob-
lemg, &ceordingly, I have been making my plans on this basis.
Although at present, for the reasons mentioned above, I émlahout
a month and a half behind my schedule, I still think that I ecan
complete the job in the time originally agreed upon. As I see

it, there remain gix major fields for me to acquaint myself with
before coming back to the States: Agriculture, Mining, 0il, Labor,
Religion, and Forelign Relations. Assuming that I still have un-
til January 11,1929, this means that I can devote on an average of
two months to the problems 1ﬁ each of thege flelds. However,

if you plan to have me return in June I will have to re-apportion
my time, These same topics will have to be covered,but, of course
in a different and withal more superficial manner. Question! Mr.
Chaitman.

The second problem which I wish to put before the
house has to do with my travels. The trips which I have reported

in previous letters have, with-the'exception km of the one to
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Caxaca, been entirély restricted to the Central Plateau. It is,I
believe, important that I wvisit during this my first stay in
Mexico at least representative canters in each of the other nat-
ural regions of the Republic: namely- the north westeen deserts,
the Isthmus, and the Gulf coast tropiecs and plains. I had
planned after your visit in January to go to the state of Yuca-
tan, and, although it 1s now too late to get a boat this month,
i still belleve that 1t would wise for me to take the trip. Ey
sailing on the next boat(which leaves Vera Cruz on February 4th)
I will be able to spend some three weeks in Yucatan and still
get back to Mexlico in time to meet you about the first of March.
There are three reasons for going to Yucatan
besides that of becoming acquainted at first hand with a differ-
ent section of the country: (a) to study the sisal and chicle
1ndustries;cb) to examine the agrarian movement; and{c. to study
the Indlan population and the archaetlogical investigations which
are belng carried on under the direction of Morley at Chichen
Itza, In view of the fact that this ig the longest trip which
I will have to make and that I want to take Keith with me ( she
has not been outside of the Capital yet ) it will be rather ex-
pensive. I will, therefore, in addition to my regular budget,
haveAto request the sum of$350. for the month of February. IT
this venture meets with your approval please instruct the office
to see that my funde reach me by the 28th of January.

One ofher trip I have scheduled for tne latter
part of March. Mr.Saenz, the Sub-Secretary of Education, has
invited me to accompany him on a three weeks horse back trip
across the isthmus of Tehuantepec. This trip will begin the

week before Easter. I am, therefore, in hopes that you will be
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able to arrange your visit to Mexico for the first part of
March.
In the third place, I would like to raige
with you the question of how we shall regard my weekly letters.
Feeling that 1t is unwise for me to attempt to write “news letters"
in any very strict meaning of the term until I have completed my
first survey of Mexico, I have, as you may have noted, been using
my weekly letters as repositories (a.) for the materials which I
collect in the prosecution of any gilven study; and (b.) for any
"impressions" of current events which lie outside of the field
in which I am working at the time. Thus, my previous letters
have been divided between the materials whnich finally appeared in
revised form in the seven articles on education and sundry notes
on current developments in labor, International relations, oil
etc.
p=
In other words, I have been disposged to regard
my weekly letters as reports on the progress of my work rather
than ag authoritative statements subject to publication., As I
view the matter, only after I have completed my work in a given
field am.I in a position to take due and adequate precautions to
insure the aceuracy of my work- i.e. to check up and revlse my
prelinminary findings in tne light of the whole and submit them
for criticism to the appropriate authorities here.
I am in hopes, of course, that, as 1 grad- J
ually orientate my self in one fileld after another, that my weekly
letters will become more and more "authoritative" and dependable.
Unless you prefer some other metnod of procedure, I will continue

following thls one in my succeeding letters. I am, for example,

now starting my study of the agrarian problem. In the course of
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this study I will from time to time Include in my weekly letters
notes on irrigation, agricultural banks, the agrarian labor move-
ment, etc. When I have completed my survey I will gather tnese
notes together into another group of articles similar to those

on education......and so on until I have covered each one of the
major aspects of the Mexlcan scene.

Sincerely yours,



