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dear Mr.Rogers:

During the past few darys I having been spec-
ulating on the guestion:How best get my start 1u Mexlcoi You
will reneuwber that I discusscd with you the advisabllity of
attending the summer sesgglon of the University of Mexico.l still
thiing ‘qut this would be a desirable thing .to do.But I wonder
if it would not be posslible to do sometiving more thal merely

attend the University os a student.In fine,why would 1t not be a
good plan to pull the proper strings and nave myself invlited to
glve & course,or,at least, a serlesg of lectures in the sumasr
gsegsliont It 1g obvious .Aut the more »restige I have the ecasgler
the doors willl open to me.Sam Rarper tells me that the title of
Profegsor-Doctor was tie mogt valuable thing which he tookx with
hinm to Rugsia and Zaul Dauulns assures me(from his exjerlence
in Baltdi) that Latin-Americans have ecual respect for acadenic
titles.The a ))Olithwlﬁ'lﬁl ht be obtalned either through the
so0d ofTices of Guincey erﬂht or the Antnropology department nere
which latter has close conections with Ganilo,former director of
the Bureau of Anthropology in Mexlco.Enclosed you will find a
catalogue of the gunmer segsion for last year.You will observe
that gome of the courses are given in Engllish. In ghort,sir,l
mage 8o bold as to ask:If John Dewey can be lnvltca&u lecture
in the Unlversit; of iex] not wes '

There are reputed to be 28,000 iexicans in
the city o7 Chicago.l assume that I should mage 1t my business
to know a falr statleticsl sample of this group.Accordingly,the
other night I was able to meel a half dozen or go,iucluding the
lexlican Consul nere-geflor Lupidn- and the brapg“or of the great
Porfirio Didz.The latter,amusingly enough,ls working for the
Rotary Club here in thcabo Incidentally, I Tound that oy conver-
sational Bpanish was gulte adequate to tle cccaglion.

"D

IT the reports in the mornlng papers mean
anything, it may turn out that after all it will be uwore“con-
venient" to &0 to BSoaln first.

Since you left my mind has been swarzlng
with ideas and plans for my work with the Instlitute 11 such
menner that I actually cannot sleep a night I wonder 1if you
will understand me 1f I say that I get the same sort of fell(LDu
thrill cut of it that I used 1o get i1n my adolescent dars when
I contemnlated aevotlnb my life to humanity via the Y.W.C.A.

s

incerely,
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Froabtings,.



Jannayy 15,1927

Ire Fyler N, Simpson,
Tniversity of Chicage,
Shicazo.11l.

Dear Itmpsons

Tnelosed 1s carbon copy of s letter that I am today
gendins t0 Ur. Gharles Fe Axelson, who, as I told yon, looks
after life insurance matiers for the Instlinte.

I take this occasion to confirn the stabtenent
that I made to you to tho offent that you are authorized to
axpend ninor sums in connection with actual preparation for
your work with the Institute. Any substential item shonld be
approved by me in advance. Reirmbursement will be made prouptly
upon this offica's recelipt of detall statement of outpayments.

Thare hag been oconsidersble exclitement during the
past fav days over Hopper's getting into Russia. Farly in the
weak he c¢abled me that vises had been refused without explanation.
Tow I have o osble yeading "Visas granted refussl exzplained by
mistaken ngnes". The latter part is probzdbly bunk, but in any
event he iz now duly credentisled.

Yours sincerely,
WSR/PC
anels.
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January 17,1927.

My dear Mr.Rogers:

You will recall that I spoke to you in the
course of our recent conversation here in Chicago concerning
one James Willis Posey.Mr.Posey has ambitions to go to South
America for the Instltute .Encloeed vou will find a self~expla-
natory document concerning this gentleman and his ambitions.

As per your instructions I have recently had
a longitalkx with Kimmel. I laid all the cards on the table and
suggested to him that 1fR%s really interested in the work of
the Institute that it wag time for him to go and do likeéwise.
I believe that you may expect a long and explic}m*deolaration
of intention from him in the near future. i

I have not as yet had a chance to talk with
¢lther Maynard or Beck.However,Il expect to see both of then
in the course of next week.

From you last letter I am not quite -sure
whether you thlnk well or 111 of my suggestion concerning the
pogsibility of lecturing at the University of Mexico. It is
hardly necessary fTor me to say that I hwve no interest elther
in leoturllg or in the Univer31ty per se. However,l am somewhat
concerned,as I turn the general problem of how I am te get my
entrée 1nto Mexican circles over in my mind,with the question
of a ba81u for orestlge and status.l do not think that I can
use as my'open sesame" the at present urnknown name of the
Institute.

Sam Harper advances the theory tnat the
reason Bruce had difficulty with nis visas. was Dbecause they
tiiought that the name hogger was too much lixe the name
Herper.

Very sincerely
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My dear Mr,Rogers:

1 have entered into correspondence with
Hackett and Handman at the University of Texas and find that
they will not be in Texas at the time when I will be passing
that way on my way to Mexico.Accordingly,after congldering the
matter carefully,l am of the opinion that it would be a good
plan for me to drop down to Austin for the period of wy Spring
vacation.I will be able to leave here on the eighteenth of
March and need not be back until the twenty-elghth.This should
afford me anmple time not only to get all I can out these two
men,but also to make whatever contacts that may seem deslirable
in San Antonio,(There is a large and important Mexican colony
there).The railroads are offering until May 1lst a special
round trip rate of $85.43,including pullman.

While you were here you suggested in a rather
casual way that 1t might be nice for me to take Keith along.
Feeling as I 4o now,after months of seperation from a more or
legs brand new wife,I cannot help but say,Sir,that"nice" is a
very inadequate word to describe what such a trip might be-
especlally in view of the fact that it would be in the nature
of a triumphal return tc the scenes of our mutual alma mater.
However,if by your suggestion you meant that the Institute
should bear the expenses of such a venture,l feel it my duty
to call to your attentlon the fact that the total expense for
the two of us would probably amount to something near $8006.00.
I am not at all sure that the returns in information received
or contacts made while on the trip would justify such an outlay.
Will you kxindly advise me on this point¥

Enclosed you will find an account of certain-
expenges which I have incurred durlng the past month in the
interest of the Institute.

I have turned over to Dr.KE.W.Burgess,secretary
for the American Sociological Soclety,your order for a copy of
the proceedings of the 1926 Christmas meeting.However,if I may
Judge from last years experience,the proceedings will not be
published until sometime in June.

" " Concerning the English gentleman whosge
‘vita® you recently sent to me,I can only say that if his
past record 1ls any indication of his present abilities,thsy:
he should be Just about the right man for Spain and Italy.of
course he would have the added task of becouming enough of an
American to successfully interpret his materials for this
country.
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Todavy I had a conversational lunch with Merriam and
Harper during which we discussed my approach to Mexico.
They seemed to be of the oplnion that 1t would be a very
good thing to go directly to the Mexican minister in Wash-
ington and"sedl" the idea of the Institute to him with a
view to having him communicate with the authorities in
Mexico etc.etc. and thus by laying the cards on the table
remove any possibility of a misunderstanding concernlng the
nature and alms of the organization.I have not had time to
think this suggestion out carefully.However,l can see that
whereas 1t might open some of the officlal doors,such a

- move might also close other doors of equal importance.At

the same time 1f Mexlco and the U.3. keep on in the direction
in which we are now headed,l am afraild that without some sort
of &fficlal approval I may have some difflculty moving about
ag freely as I would desire.What do you think?

Thank you,Sir,for feeding my wife.

Sincere J;é % %ﬁ



Febmary 4, 1927,

Hre Tyler We Jimpoon,
Faoulty 2chonss,
Tniversl bty of Thicaud,
Ohicero,111.

Teoy Jimpsons

I hovan't heord from Xmmel, snd 1 hove decided
to stop thinking sbout him furthere He hos had 2 year ond a
half or mors to make up his nind vhether he likes our compomy
or not =md that is ample time snd then some. About Posey 1
have dofinitely deocldad %o 30 to the University of Worth
Sarolina at the carlisst dats, which I talte will be the
middle or latter part of this month.

According %o the information slven Hoppor,the
difficulty over hig vise was due to his beinsg confused vith
o mon naned Hobbere To me this sounds rather fishy unleas
it may have happened that in some of the Jocuments sent to
the Soviet movernment in conmnection with it his noame throudh
srror was Bisspolleds There is a 1lkelihood of this as
several neonle wore asked to send ledters.

Herrion is due here tomorrow and I am plamming
to meet hin in Vadhincton Sundoy sftornoon ond Journey with
him as for as Harridburg.

Kelth hed dinner vith 'rs. Rogers, Jive Balley
md me and after dinmer tho thres of us went to ses hor show.
e enjoyed it irmensely. DBoiley is a brother-in-low of mine
md is chief operating enrinecer - I think thet is the $itle -
of the Cormonwealth Tdison Corponyg. He is o consplouous
2imres in the electricnl industry, and I sugiost thot you
Tt him up soe time - nerhops lunch with him.

dincerely yours,
“BR/PC



TSR~ T3 Pobruory 15th,1027

iHlre HByler W. Zirmson,
Paoity Schonoe,
hiversity of Ohieca~o,
Ohicaro,Ill.

Uy dear Sinpson:

I m 3und back ot nmy desk after m cbsenca of 2
gouple of woslzse In Joston I somd you o lonchmd note in
which I aporoved of the trip to0 Texas for pou mnd Telithe I
will turn your nonorandu of expenses ovoey 4o the Trassuper
and i dua tine you will vecelve o cheok

Thile at Torverd T ron across Profossor Soorse
Lo Plame, vho is the sitherity ot ‘ndover on comon law ond
madisavel seclesinstisal hidsdry. He sungests ag o foundom
tion for wmderstanting tho Jhuwrahts ottitnds towards vroperty
in lexlco, yon benome familisy with the prooarty provisions
of conon lanbpeeording to Lo Plona, the officlals a% the
Toticon dotemininT policy are thorowshly versed in emon
law and tend 4o think in i1ts temmis. Probably thore ls some
ane at the miversity of Shicazo or ab Loyols vho com ~lve
gon the necessary reformoss

Gasting back 0 vour lebtser of Pebwory 1st.
ond in nartienlor the last pararrophs. Iy ldoa is that yom
Just procesd with vour work wvith o minlows of noise mmd
msto.

I don't ranemboy vhether I over onowared your
query rozarding your possible relotionshiy to the summer school
of the Unliversity of leziceo. I don't think you chould considey
attending 4% as o student, but if you ean ot o part tie plaose
as on instruetor it nioht nrove wrthvhils.

Sincerely yours,
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My dear Mr.Rogers:

I was very happy to receive your letter today
authorizing my.trip to Texas during the Spring vacation.The more
I think the matter over the more I am dispoesed to feel that it
may prove very valuable for me at this stage of the game.And this
for at least three reasons:a.liandman and Hackett not only know the
literature on Mexlce but have had extensive experience 1n research
work in Mexico.They should be able to give me a number of valuable
hints about how to find my way about and the best ways in which
to tap the available sources of informatlon in Mexico City.One
other person at the University of Texas who should prove helpful
is one MMiss Helen Phipps,a former Spanish teacher of mine.She
hags written the best book on the agrarian problem in Mexico which
I have been able to find. b.San Antonio-which is only 80 miles
from Austin-ig the center of Mexican population in Texas.I already
have some friends there who will be in a position to put me in
touch anyone of interest. c¢.Finally,as I belleve you have mere than
half suspected,if not actually planned,taking Kelth along will
gilve me just the opportunity for which I have been looking to
engage her interests and energies in the work of the Institute
in a way which I feel will be necessary if we are to approximate
that standard of excellence which you have set up.

During the past few weeks I have beensxperiment-
ing with a series of general guldes or outlines of the things I
want teo leok for and the questions I want teo answer with repect
to the various fields of investigation.For example,l have Dbeen
trying to put dewn on paper the general headings of what one ought
to be looking for in surveying the educational problem in Mexico,
I will send you some of these questlionaires shortly for your critiecd
comment .They might even prove valuable to Hopper and Crane.

ihat progress have you made with your plans
Tor fladipngna medical advisor for the Institutes

While you are in North Carolina you might
look up Howard M.Jones who is head of the English department there.
You wlll find him a good:sort to discuss the Institute with.

Sincerely yours,



WSR-S 3

Fabrasyy 26th,1927

¥rs Zyleor N. Simpaon,
‘Tniversity of Chicano,
Chicago,Ill.

Desx Simpsons

Tpon veturning here todgy I find your lstier
of Pebwuary 19th awalting mee I approve the program oab-
lined in your letter, bui I wyge thot you take sidvontage
of overy opportmmity 10 secure letiers of introduction to
important people in Mexlco. Y thinie henceforth you should
definl tely xeep {n nind getting Information from psople hold-
ing ey positions.

i When I zot to North Corolina, I will make a
point of humiing wp Mr. Jonegs I have not as yot suscesded
in finding a mediesl adviser for the Instiifute, but have the
nattor oonstantly in mind.

Molosed is o copy of a letter vhich I have
sant to Mre Ugynerds After ho $alls with you sgein, pleass
write ne sommevhal at length your opinion of him,

¥SR/P0 Sincerely yours,
ancla,



Hareh 3rd, 1927.
W3R-ES.4

Dear Simpsons

I o enoclosing herewith a letter and o memorandum frem
Ximmel and a reply which I have diotated. I shonld like to have
your opinion. Personally, I have dhont concluded that EKirmel will
not £it into our projests If that is the final judgment, I want to
lat hinm down as eanily as possible.

Had a 1ittle visit with o friend of yours at dinner last
gvoning. The friend 18 very much enthused at tho possidilities of
getting on to Ohicamw =nd going to Texas with you.

There is o possibility of my agolnz to Surope snbout the
middls of April to be zone wntil the middle of Jume. Perhaps I
wontt see you agaln before you start for yowr post. Conssquently,
I wich yom would condider carefully the points on which you wish
advige or sugpestions from mo. On hearing from you, I Will wder-
tals to write fully my views in reply.

TSR/PO Sincerely yours,

enclse
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My dear Mr.Rogers:

Your anbuncement,which arrived today,that
you might take yourself off to Europe and leave me to work out
ny own destiny in Mexlco-a destiny somewhat muddied at the
present time by the maladroit activities of Mr.Kellog-gives
me pause for thought.Wherefore this rather longish letter.

Of Mr.Maynard I forbear speaking at any great
length at the pregent time.I have had one talk with him.Tomorrow
I am to meet him again for lunch.My first impression,whith other
and more protracted contacts may not support,is that,whereas hls
experience has been consliderable and varie@d,and whereag he is
genulnely interested in the work of the Institute,he is withal
a little "heavy" and somewhat lacking in that savoir-faire which
ideally,at least,a fellow of the Institute should have.But more
concerning him later on.,

You will find a clrcular encloged which sets
forth in the rather glowing manner of such circulars certain
facts concerning Mr.John Langdon-Davies.I have already spoken
about this man at some length with you in our conversations in
New York,I believe that you will find him a most unusual person
with somewhat exceptional abilities.I will even go so far as to
say that I do not think that you will find in many a day a man
better equlpped from every point of view to handle tbearea which
he has already given two years of study to-Spalin and North Afriea.
At my suggestion he wrote to you asking for a chance to meet
you in New York.I hope that will be posgible.I do not base my
Jjudgements on casual contacts;nelther am I lmpressed with the
kind of"blah" with which he makes his living as a popular lecturer.
But during the last three years on his varlous trips to this
country I have seen him on numerous occasions,and so far as I am
able to judge,his mental equipment is grounded in a thorough
and comprehensive knowledge of those fields which would be of
most value In interpreting the problems which the above mentioned
area presents,

With regardito.Kimmel I have already expressed
myself to you.On the whole I am disposged to concur in your judge-
ment that he is not Institute material.However,I do not feel
that your letter repregents the best way of "letting him down
eagy".It 1s hardly fair to criticize him for stressing the educa-
tiondl side of his proposed investigatlon when you recall,if I
remember the matter correctly,that 1t was you who first suggested
to him that his knowledge of educational matters would probably
be the best entering wedge in India.In any case,futhermore,l
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cannot help but feel that the reference which you make to

the posslbility of his getting the Guggenhelm foundation to
finance his study is more gratultous on your part thah it is
kind.Since you have asked me for suggestions in the matter,my
begt judgement ilg that it would be much better to simply state
in a letter to Kimmel that you have declded after thinking the
matter over that the language,racial,religious etc.problems

of the Far East and India are go difficult that the néeds of
the Institute will best be served by a man who has already had
gsome definite experience in the area.You might add further
that it now looks as if it would a matter of several years
before the Institute will be ready to place a man in this part
of the world....In short,l would have you expand the last
paragraph of your letter and leave out entirely most of what
in contained in the first two paragraphs.But whatever you say,
I think it only fair to Kimmel that you indicate gquite clearly
that the matter 1s closed so far as you are concerned.

I list the following points 1in regard to my own affairs
in regpose to your invitation to ralse any questions on which
I wish your advice:

l.From the reports current in the newspapers 1t appears
that there is at least a posgiblility that there will be a definite
break between the United States and Mexico between now and the
time that I leave.If such a break in diplomatic relations should
oceur would there be any great difficultles in my still getting
into Mexico? And,agsuming that I am able to get in,do you think
that my work would be hampered beyond resasonable expectations
by such a state of affalrs? In case conditions should warrant it
would you think it time well spent if I should glve Spain the
cnce over thig summer and fall rather than later?Y I realize that
these questiong are rather hypothetical,but if you are to be
off In Europe I would like to be prepared 1n case of emergency.
2.1f Borah should go down to Mexlco and Central America
this summer on a tour of investigation what would you think of
the posgsibllity or desirability of attaching myself to his party?
3.D0 you think that it will be desirable for me to
have letters of introduction from the Mexican Embassy in Wash-
ingtonvAnd,if so,could you obtain these for me¥
4.In case you do not find a medical adviser before
you leave 1n April what arrangements shall we make for taking
care of this matter?
5.Will you before you leave make definite and detailled
arrangements concerning my drawing accounts,salary checks etc.?
6.Can you arrange to get me letters of introduction
to any of the big oll men in Mexico? I find that I am most
lacking in my possibilities of making contacts with the cap-
italists and so called "exploiters" of Mexico.Naturally I
will want to know representative members of this group.
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These are a few of the questions which have been giving
me some concern lately.Others of more moment may occur to me
before you leave.

I am planning,as I indicated to you in my last letter to
leave for Texas on or about March 18th.and shall not return to
Chicago until the 28th.This should give me ample time to get
whatever Handman and Hackett have to offer as well as to visit
San Antonio.You will receive in due course a full and detailed
report on my trip.

Enclosed pleage find an expense account for incildentil
expenses® incurred in the interest of the Institute during the
month of February.

May I thank you again for the many kindnesses which you have
extended to Keith. o

Yours very sincerely,



WSR3 B

¥arch 10th,1927

Ur. Byler Te Simpson,
University of Chicamo,
0111035§° QXII'

Hy dear Simpaon:

As usual, I an just setting back to the offlce.
In a day or so I will mswer your letter of the 7th, but will
take occasion to say now that I heartily asree with your oriti-
ciams of the draft of my letter to Hiumel.

While in Washington I spoke to Senator Borash sbout
you. He exprsssed the desire to talk with you before you went
to Mexico. I told him that I thought possibly it could be ar-
ranged for you to be in Tashington some weekend after your return
fran Texag. If you omn work this ouk, please let me lmow the day
and I will ask Sonstor Borsh if he can see you at that time. He
now grpeats to be in Washington wntil early in the swumer.

TSR/PC Sincerely yours,



WoB~I5. 6

lMarch 18th,1927

Dear Simpsons

Mclosed is copy of letier from our iloscow
"apokespan®e In order to give him a status -~ the
Soviet forelsn office shied away from the Institute
bacanse of Mr. Charles Re Crane’s connection with
it ~ I have arrvansed with the Jeripps-Howard group
to furnish him credentials as a correspondent. Say
nothine about this outside the family.

In due time, Hopper no doubt will be sble
t0 reconclile the Soviets to the Institute.

Graeatings,

ISR/FC
enclse
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March 27,1927.

My dear Mr.Rogers:

Whatever slight misgivings I may hase had
concerning the value of my trip to Texas for the Institute
have been completely dispelled.People who knew about iexico
and Mexican problems seemed to grow on every bush.If I am
able to get all the letters of introduction which have been
promised to me,I will have to take a speclial sult case to
hold them.I cdn alreddy gee  that 1t 1s goling to be Just as
much a task to avoid seeing people in Mexlico as it 1s to
contrive to see others.To speak more gpecifically,allow me to
report the following results:

Mr.Charleg W. Hackett of the Politeal
Sclence department ofthe University of Texas proved to be
all that I had expected.Although his interests are mainly
nistorical,his work on Current History has Kept him up to
the minute on all the current problemsg and personalitiee in
Mexico.Hewwill give me letters to Saenz (Secretary of Educa-
tion);Montafia (Director of the University Summer School,and
an authority ofi Mexican literature and art);Estrada ( Sec.
in Department of Foreign Affairs,and autnority on modern
Mexican poetry);Villegas ( student of agrarian problem);Mrs.
Nutall ( well known American archaeologlst in Mexico,for
many years a resident-reputed to know ‘everyone worth knowing’
in the City) etc. He was also able to glve me a number of
pointers concerning the political affiliations of various
publications both in the U.S. and in Mexico. Also,he gave me
the name of Guy Stevens.Stevens 1s the official head of the
American Associlation for the Producers of Petroleum in Mexico.
Hackett thinks that he is the very man to put one in contact
with the repregentatives of the oil companies in Mexico.In
fact,says Hackett,he will make 1t hie business to see that
any one intereeted in Mexico gets nothing else but the oil
interests point of view. What shall we do about him? Do you
want to give him the once over and get some letters for me?
He is to be found at 17 Battery Place,New York.

Dr.M.5.Handman in turn promiged me a
number of letters to various and sundry people.I will not
list these here.Handman was also most valuable for his
suggestions on how to approach the Mexlcan intellectual
group.tefeels that he had hig greatest success when he
used in the indirect method:"The Mexican intellectual is
a member of the intelligentsia first and a Mexican second-
hence the more faecile you are in discussing modern philo-
sophy,literature,and music,(and anything that is French or
Spanish) the more are you able to impress them with the

fact that you are a kindred spirit and thus eventually
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get what you want out of them".

I was most foéortunate in happening to be in Austin
at the same time as Samuel Guy Inman. Inman has written a
number of books on Mexico and had Just returned from a tour
of inspection.Il spent a morning with him and he promised to
give me letters to several of the leading business men in
the City,among them one to William Loeb,the Mexlican represen-
tative for the American Smelter and Reflnlng Company(controlled
by the Guggenhelm interests).

A young and brillant economist,by name George Stock-
ing,gave me some valuable bibllography on the oll industry.
His book,0il and Competitive Industry,won the Hart Schaffner
and Marx prise a few§ years ago.

A talk with Seflor Carlos Castalieda,librarian of
the famous Garcia library 1in the Unlversity of Texas,procured
for me the promise of more letters and a list of all the
official publications of the Mexican government,

In San Antonio I met and talked with Ignacio Lozano,
editor of La Prensa,a Mexican newspaper published in San
Antonio.le introduced me tc Guillermo Yeme,one time teaches
of Spanish literature in the University of Mexico.Yeme is
at pregsent a political "out" and was rather violent concerning
Serior Calles.However,he knows the literary group in Mexico
and promised letters of introductlon. Lozano knowg every
Mexlican in San Antonio and may be useful at some future date.

mamWhile 1in Dallas for a few hours I learned that
the A.P.rnow in Mexlico @ity 1s the husband of a girl that I
went to college with.Also,that a fraternity brother of mine

is now commercial attache.....every little bit helps.

In general my trip to Texas left me with three
new"don'ts"to keep in mindj(a.) Don't talk to a Mexican
until you find out his politlcal prejudices;(b.) Don't
allow the impression to get abroad that you are one of
what at least some people in Mexico eall the "goddamned
ﬁood-willer "“;(c.) Don't be any less critical of the

facts" given out by the liberals and radicals (vide the
New Republic,Nation etc.) than you are of any other "“facts".

I arise to say,Sir,that I would like to have an
answer to my recent questlonaire which I sent to you lol
these two weeks ago.In fact,if you" "$till of a mind to go
to Europe I am about ready to write you another one.

Yours sincerely,,
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My dear Mr.Rogers:

I am happy to announce that since you were here
I have gotten several other returns on my Texas trip in the shape
of letters of introduction.In all I now have fifteen.Some of these
I will probably not have to use but I would rather be on the gafe
glde with too many rather than tooc few.

You asked me to remind you that we had talked over
the posgibility of your looking up Guy Stevens,offlcal propagandist
and attorney for many of the Mexican o0il interests in this country.
He is to be found at 17 Battery Place,New York.,I believe that the
name of the organization§ 1g the"American Assoclation of Producers
of Petroleum in Mexlcd-at least thls 1s the neme that Hackett gave
me ,

Kellog has talked with me about the Institute
on several occaslons during the last few days.He seems to be keenly
interegted,but,as you said,somewhht undecided.l gather that most
of his difficulties turn on the prospective Mrs.Kellog.He tells me
that she will return from Californla sometime in May.At that time
I will have them over for dinner-or I may even contrive a little
camping trip to the dunes.There 1s nothing that ean compare with
a little sand in the butter to test the staying qualities of
gheltered ladies,

I am returning under seperate cover J.C's
gummer lectures.l have written him the critical ecomments and reac-
tions essentlally as I talked them over with you.

Enclosed find a somewhat belated expense account
for the trip to Texas.

Kelith Jjoins me 1in personal regards and in
remaining

Very sincerely yours,



SR-TE15. o |

oy Srd, 1937
Dear Simpsons

I o uncertain vhether you should be provided with
letters to pronminent oll men, diplomatic officiasls, eotce 1y
doubt has boon consldersbly incroased as vesult of ~oing .the
sltuation with %eorme Barr Bokere He is the person vwho broucht
to 11/t the vhotostatic coples of eorrespondonce zlledidly
tronsmitted bebtween the 3tate Department =nd the Averlicon rbassy
in Mbwico city. UnquestionsBly, as result of Baker's activitles,
batter relations exist bebween this rovermrent and lexlco. It
is o great story he tells of the interploy of powerful, hidden

forcess

Bakpy - an 014 friend - is a thoroushly sophisticated
nerson, who knows higs way cbout the world. He has a parfect
mendius for raeasching the heart of a sitmation, of extrocting

the orucial facts, md of Zetting to the real pooples

Sorplex ond subtle forces are at work, and considering
your relative inexperience amd your lrck of Imowledse as to how
the insids pgume is beln? vlayed, I hesitate to help precipitate
you into the maslstrom too early, as might be the case 1f you
were too plentifully provided with letteors. At the moment, 1y
fesling fs that you shonld first oo culetly to lexico, perfect
your Spanish, snd scquaint yourself wvith the comtry. The
ostonsible purpose might be that of gathering materisl for a
fature university course on Mexioco.

Afbor fTive or oix months you should return to this
country; then perheps it will be timo to get letters thnt will
make possible your getting into the deeper currants.

You are headed for as intricate o sitaation of hich
finance, nolitics, mad religlon as can well be conesived. I am
fally aware that you cam hove but little idea of the difficulties
in the way of doing a real Job in Mexieco. Iowever, the difficulty
of the tagk ought to he a stimmlus.

“T3R/FC . gincerely yours,
)
Uk W |
e

Py
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My dear Mr.Rogers:

Your last letter leaves me with the Impresglon
that I have not been very successful in conveying to you my own
envisagement of the task that lies before me.Flrst,allow me to
assure you that my preliminary reading and my conversations with
various and sundry people would in truth have been entlirely futile
if they had not mude me keenly sensible of the complexity of the
forces at work to determine the fate of Mexico.Indeed,l am perfectly
willing to admit that for the first time in my life my self-confi-
dence hasg almost entirely deserted me.l am acutely conscious of
the inadequacies of my preperation .In short,I stand humble before
the gods and Mexieo.However,in this frame of mind I can find no
reason to be dlscouraged.l am still young enough to bellieve that
what others have done and are doing,l also-in time-can do.It 1s the
fact that it ig a major assumptlon in the conception of the work
of the Institute that the men in the field are to be allowed enough
time to"sense'the situation before they are called upon to actually
deal with 1t which glves me whatever confidence I may have to do
what you call a "good job".

All of which leads me to say that at no time have
I thought of trying to tackle eitdrer the many problems connected
either with religion or oil during the first nine months of ny
stay in Mexico.And this,although of course these problems,taken
together with the agrarian problem,are at the heart of all of
Mexico's difficulties.l am quite ready to agree with you that with
ny present experilence any attempt to probe the oll guestlion would
probably only serve stir up muddy waters,i1f,indeed,it dld not
result in my being invited to return to the U.5.And this is why,
as you will recall from my previous lettersg,l have planned to study
first such relatively lnocuous questions as the current educational
developments in Mexico,the raclal backgrounds,the organization of
Mexlican political structure,etc.The recason Bhat I suggested that
you get me letters to prominent oill and mining men was twofold:
first,that in talklng the matter over with the head men in New York
you could relive them of any susplclons with regard to the work of
the Institute;and second,that by getting the letters now I would
have them whenever the time seemed ripe for their use.

Yesterday I had an hour or so with Carroll Binder,
speclal correspondent for the Chicago Dally News.He has only recently
returned from several montlis work in Mexico and Nicaragua.l wasg
impressed by his article which appeared in the March 16th number of
the New Republic .He proved to be both charming and helpful.Enclosed
you will find a copy of my conversation with him.As you see his
characterization of the newspaper men may prove especlally valuable.
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The letters from Hopper I found exceedingly interest-
ing.Il hope that you will be able to send me a copy of those that
go to Mellett in the future.Also,I would like to have the benefit
of any eriticisms that you may see fit to give Hopper concerning
their form or content.

I would like to raise with you a question which
came up in conversgation with Merriam the other day:what of the
ethics of using the name of the University of Chlcago in my work
in Mexico after I am no longer officially connected with the
University? Merriam feels that thls would not be permissible unless
I either had a definite invitation to return to the Unlversity to
teach a course,or that I was on leave of absence.I would like to
have your judgement on this matter,for I am pretty well convinced
that you are right in suggesting that I make th best use possible
of my academle connections.For example,l feel that it would,for
certain people and certain purposes,be very advantageous to be
able to have "Department of Sociology and Anthropology-University
of Chicago"(or words to that effect) printed on my business cards.

May I again suggest,without seeming to be over-
anxious about the matter,that I would like to have your decisicn as
goon ag possible with regard to whatever medlcal work it may be
necegsary to have done before leaving this country.

With my personal regards,l an

Sincerely yougs,



SR=TNSe « 8 1ny 12,1927
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Dear Simpson:

I ochkmovledoe youy recent letter - at the moment
I can®t find i%. I have seen Admiral Grayson two or three
times. Te keepe yprenising me the medieal materisls “hen I
=% back to Yashintton 7 will endeavor to ftole it away fronm
hin wily-nily.

Ineloged you will find a cony of o lotter from
Bruge to llellett, sopy of a lettor from Prosident Nopkins of
Dartmoutk to me mnd »» advertisanent from "The Wew 3tatesmen®
of April 23pd.

1% the monent I camod soy vhether I will or will
not be in hicamo iy June. It is guite possible thot after
tolking with Johm, T oy Jeocide to go west with him.

Jincerely yours,
SR/G
anclse
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My dear Mr.Rogers:

I trust that you will be able to find my last
letter to you for I am more or lesg concerned about gome of the
questiong which I ralsed therein.Il can send along the carbon
copy if necessary.

In return for the interesting enclosures in
yours of the twelfth,please accept item No.l inrre Kellog. Also
allow me to report that I have recelved a letter from Paul Douglas
gaying that he has finally decided to go to Nicaragua this summer -
about July lst.Do you think that it wquld be of a value commensurate
with the expenditure of time and mopeJﬂto drop in on him while he
he is theretHe has had considerable experience and it might be
worth while to watch him at work.

Merriam brought around Price the other day and
Iugpent and hour with him.I already knew something about him from
an article on the present situation in China which he had submitted
to the American Journal of Sociology.l cannot send the article to
you but enclosed you will find the comments made on it by Wright
and Farls.In view of this article I was particularly anxious to
learn in my conversation with him if his work inc@hina had been of
such a nature as to identify him definitely with any particular
groups .Explicitly he denled this, but implicitly in his varlous
comments I could not help but feel that hls opinions were often
colored by loyalties and convictions none the less real because he
wag perhaps unaware of them.Another interesting sidelight came
from Park who had Price and his wife in for supper.le felt that
Mrs.Price had an attitude towardsthe Chinese comparable to an
F.F.V's attitude toward the negro:" She seems to have made it a
point of hon ﬁghnever to have had any contacts with the Chinese
except those om she was pleased to have as servants.”

Keith has started her studlies of Mexican art
and literature and I am happy to say that they bid falr to furnish
an interesting and absorbling outlet for her energles.

Sincerely yours

PS.: Pleese return the letters e-ntannnl\a Pricas v bicle |
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Dear Sirmpson:

I now have your letter of lay 15the Thak you for lotting
me see. the letters with remard to Price that were emcloseds They
aro belnz roturnad herswith., I have had two long conversations with
him and, without any grent mental atruzgle, have come to the conclusion
that he does not mpasurs wp to our stondardse

Kellogz wrote to me some weoks aso saying that after he had a
chance to talk with the "young lady" hs would write to me furthers I
have a fecling that, while he micht prove to be an exceptionally valu-
sble person, the pull of the i tchell family may very likely take him
off in some other direstion.

I do not look with favor upon your coing to Hicaragua to see
Paul Douglase Admittedly, he has o technicus thet might be useful
for you t0 be foamiliar withs yet your immediate Jjob is to settle dowm
in Mexics, concentrating one hundred percent on the problems immediaste-
1y before yous Therse zre t0 be no side-shows.

Your letter of Moy 7th finally was locatefls The only point I
fael moved to diseuss at the moment is that vhich orew out of your
conversation with Herrian in recard to the ethiss of your using the
nane of the niversity of Chicaro in comection 9 th your work in
Yexicoe I think that under no circumstanocss should you do sos Where
it seems vwhrthvhile you 6an e¢asily lst it be Imown that yor have 2
Chicazo Phe De nd have tansht theree. Perhaps later on you will find
as result of actusl experience that e press or other credentials will
prove nsefule It will then be tire enoush Yo obtain them. For the
prasent, in my Judgment, you should g0 to lexico with the immediate
parpose of perfecting yomr Spanlich, of cauing to mow the peopley and
of petting the wvery best of kmowledge of the physical aspects of the
country. Therse is o lot of hokum sbout eredentialss A competent mon
provides his own credentials, nanely, his zbility, his psrsonnlity,
and his eneriy.

Yesterday T had a lons talk with Georse Barr Baker - ny
friend, vho dug up in Vexlico Gity the forped docvmentse Ue expresse
el a willinmmess to v over the Mexicon sifustion with you. In
sonsequence, 1 su~gest that you come here, porhops Saturday the 2Bth.
If you can do 80, I susest thot you write directly to Mr. Baker ask-
ing for mm appointment.

T lesve hers Priday noon. The early port of next week I shall
be attending = meetins at “hite Sulphur Springs, Vest Virsinls. I expect
40 be back in Mew York the 28th or 29the If the date susmested shove
for your comine here is not a convenient one, select soms othere Bakerts
address 35 ofo imerican Relief idministration, 42 Broadwsy.

Best sreetings to you and Keith,

ISR/ F cenel Se



