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Apartade 538
@xice, D.F.
November 19, 192

y dear r. Rogers:

I hand you herewith an outline of some of the people

and stitutios which I plan to see during the course ef my

erthcomiag trip to the United States:

i. E.R. Embree, Mr. Julius Rosemwald, et al.

2. J. Laurence Laughllm, Uaiverslty of Chicago, in re
Hart Sohaffaer and Marx proposed prize essay,
"Our Eeosomio Relations with Mexico."

3. M.E. Shire International baer.

4. Recent developments in the Department of Sociology
at the University of Chicago wlthespeoial reference
to the survey of the ol ty.

New York

i. Lawrason Riggs for introduction to Lament and
through the latter to obtain copies of the
Bankers’ Report ca exioo and the report on the
National Railways of exlco.

2. Poreiga Policy Issooiatlon see Raymosd Buell
about materil on tropical resources.

Council on Foreign Relations and the editorial
ofice of oreign Affairs.

Latin-American Department of the National City Bank.

Rife, in Guaranty Trust Company in re buildi and
loan assoclatio

6. Rummel Rockefeller Foun&ation in re statistical
work in exioo ([erriam’ s suggestlon).

7. G. Butler Sherwell, Baker and Eellog.

8. A.J. Merz aad .0. aao officials of the Vard
Lie.

9. Edmund E. Day, Rockefeller Foundatioa.
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Hubert C. Herring, the Committee os Cultural
Relations with Latla America.

ii. Isaiah Bowman, American Geographical Society.

12. Guy Emersoa, Bankers Trust Oompamy.

Henry Allen Moe, Senator Guggemhelm, et.al.

Jerome D. Greene, Chairman of American Council
of Paci fi c R elat [ ons.

Miguel Covarrubias,
him other members
New York.

Mexloa artist, and through
of the exican colony is

16. Aaita Brenner, --author of recent book on
exlco.

G.R. Parkia, Sun Life Assurance Company
(Montreal).

Institute of Human Relations (see Gordon
Williams at Yale University).

19. New York Oity Planning Commission.

20. Herbert Feis.

I@ Erank iy&elo tte.

2. Jos4 Z ozaya,

le

Washingtoa

John O. Merrlam, Carnegie lastitutlos.

2. Harold G. Moultoa, the Institute
et al.

of Economics

Lawrence Martin, Library of Congress.

4. William 0rtos, Tropical Plant Research Foundation.

5. T.S. Dunn, Member of Committee on Latin-merican
Relations.

6. E&ward Eyre Hunt, one of the directors of Hoover’s
survey ca recent economic changes.



COPY

CONV+/-AT 10N

Montes .de O.Ca,_._.Luis
sereri de Hciend

11-20-29

Present: Sr. Carlos Contrrs (architect), and
St. Montes de oca,-the Minister of Finance.:

Purp0se_of Interview- To discuss with Sr Montes
de 0c the plans of-the governmehfTor the building of the Ciudad
Universitaria (University city} and to seund him out on wha’"
g0vernment-s-ttitude would be if any of he American foundations
should express willingness to assist finnclally in this project.

I explined to St. Montes de 0ca that I hd been
making rather detailed study of he present situation of th
Ntlonl University nd that I had been greatly impressed with the
mny urgentneeds of the institution I stated that in my opinion
every effort hould be made to build he educational system in
Mexico from both ends, i.eo exico should not only continue its
very excellent policy of fomenting rural and primary education
but also dhomld look to the creation and development of leaders
by strengthening the system of higher education nd more specif-
ically the National University. Finally, I intimated that in all
llklihood during my approaching visit to the United States I
would be tlking to officials of variour educational nd philn-
throple foundations and that my study of the University would
doubtless be red by some of them I suggested that it might
come about that some of the foundation would become interested
in the Ntlonal University and the plans of the Eexican govern-
ment for the Cidad Unlversitri. I mentioned the recent un-
successful tmp o -h-Ame-rin foundation to cooperate with
the government in ifs rural school program nd indicated that I
did not wish to be even indirectly responsible for enlisting the
interest of any organization in. the United tates in the National
University without obtaining beforehand some idea of wht the
ttltude of the Mexican government might be,

St. lontes de 0c said that he would reply with
the utmost frankness He stated hat he did not think it would
be either desirable or possible for the National University to
accept financial assistance from foreign sources: "A University
which has placed on its seal the words ’Pot mi raz hablar’el
esPlrltu (or my race, the spirit will
t-0- accept money from a foreign race with an alein culture for
the purpose of achieving the ends implicit in this motto. Th
National Univsrsity of Mexico is, or should e, the center and
bulwark of exicn culture,--its development must come s re-
sult of the efforts of the Mexican people themselves. These
efforts cn and will e mde i.e. we re going to build the
Ciudd Universitri; I m setting aside 1,000,000 pesos in the
i930’-er BUdgetfor that purpose nd other funds will be
provided in succeeding years for carrying on the work"

Sro Montes de 0c then went on to state that in

his opinion the foundations could be of great service to Mexico
if they would establish in cooperation with but entirel2 i-



Montes de Oca 11-20-29

independent from the University specil institutes or centers
for study in special fields. As examples of the type of
organization which he had in mind, he spoke at some length
about the eslrbility of having in .Mexlco a center or the
study of indigenous languages and related ethnological problems.

At this point ! reviewed briefly the effect which
privately endowed Universities nd research centers in the United
tates hd hd upon our state universities and colleges, indlc-
ring that, in my opinion, these private institutions h,d hd the
sltry effect of forcing he state institions to raise their
standards nd improve their methods. I then asked Sr jontes de
Oca if he did not hlnk ht institutions of the type which he
mentioned might very well play he same role in exicoo St. Montes
de Oc replied Sht his was exactly his ide nd that he per-
sonlly nd, also, in his opinion, the exican government snd
people as whole would welcome the establishment of private
research foundtlons of he type which he had described.

I then questione Sr. Montes e 0ca with reference
to his attitude toward the center of social and economic studies
which the Institute of Current World Affairs proposes to establish
in Mexico. He gave the ide his enthusiastic approval



c u P Y

An Outline of Pscual 0rtiz l{ubio

187 Born in Iorelia, ichocan. Said to be direct descendant of the
Tarsscan king, Tzintzicha. Father prominent in political and
government circles of iichoacan and one time Secretary-General
of the State; brother at one time Ad-Interim Governor of the tte

1895 Entered preparatory school in .oreli, ichoacan.

1898 Graduated from the National Preparatdry chol, }exico City.

1899 Entered the National University of }exico.

190 Graduated from the National University with a degree of Civil
Engineer.

1911 Ce@si in the Engineering Corps of the &my.

191- Colonel in the Engineering Corps of the army

191S Elected to the National Congress of }exico from the district of
},o relis.

191S Imprisioned for three monthe Oy Victoriano Huerta for speechs
made in congresso

1916 Hed of the department of engineers in the inistry of War.

1914 }ade Chief of the Deprtment of Printing and 8tmps in the
Carranz Governmento

191 Placed in charge of the printing of paper money for the
Crrnz Governmnto

1916 Chiefof the Department of Properties exporpriated by the Revolution

191? Governor of the tate of .lichoacano

1917 ounded the University of ,.choacan’"

1920- Promoted to rank of Brigadier General in the Revolutionary Army

1920 ,inister of Communications and Public Works in the Obregon Governmen

192 Commissioned by the -excn Government to study irrigation in pain,
France, Italy and Egypt.

1923 inister from the Eepublis of }exico to Germany.

1924 Ambassador to Brsilo

1929 Appointed ’"niste@ of Governznent in the Portes Gil Cabinet

1929 Pesldnt elect of exico
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EDWIN R. EMBREE

ALFRED K. STERN

WILLIAM B. HARRELL

 lulius Rosenwuld Fund
900 SOUTH HOMAN AVENUE

CHICAGO

November :I, +/-99

Dear Rogers: +/-ns olLuoe businessI am sorry the i{exican

broke down. Day informed me of the difficulties

he was having ’ith his group and it seemed to me mwise to bring

it to our trustees tmti! we were assured of favorsJoie action from

Rockefeller N oun(aton.

i tst this matter is not dead or seriously

damaged, i don’t know hether our group would be willing to do

anything about it but at any rate i should like to see the

matter thought through completely and brought up to some one

or more foundations. Under the circstances, I think all i

can do is to wait for the people in New York to make up

their minds.

EPE:S

:ir. Walter S. Rogers
Institute of Current World Affairs
22. Fifth Avenue
New York City

e y tmlF yours



Nvembor 23, 929

De: Fa1ree:

I ackno./led your letter of November 2Ist,

Simpson now pls to reach Ohle about Decem-
ber fifth and to remain in the city three or four days.

Enclosed is a cli;;)ping from the New York World,
which think you would be InterestedlY.. in reading, if you
have not ready seen it,

Tours sincerely,

Mr. Edwin R. Embree,
Julius Rosenwald nd,
900 South Hom avenue,
6’hioago, Illinois.



COPY

CONVERSATION

orrow, Dwight_
A-mer-ic Emss
II-7-29

Present- st. carlos contreras (rchitect), Capt.
Louis B. IcBrde--{-ival Attache, American mbassy), and Iro
Dwight W. Iorrow, iAmerican Ambassador).

Pnpose of intervi.ew: Tp preent r. Carlos
Contreras to the ba’’hdor; t0 -’ive Sr. Contreras an opportun-
ity to ell the Ambassador about ,ithisxi,Ca(:oex%ent,s pro-
ject fro creating a new University Center |Ciudaa Universitaria)
and to obtain the Ambassador’s reactions to- this plano

St. Contreras outlined briefly the plans of the
government with reference to the Ciudad Universtaria and showed
the Ambassador a number of maps ad ihS-0-f-tbe prposed New
University which he (Contreras) has prepared and submitted to
the Rector of the National University, the ,,inister of Finance,
the inister of Communications, an8 other interested and relevant
persons

When ro Contreras had completed his presentetion,
r. orrow asked how much the University Center as ,,.r. Contreras
has planned it would cost and how itwas to be financed Ir.
Contreras replied that according to his estimate the project
would cost about 18,000,000 pesos, that it was to be financed by
the federal government from ordinary revenues, and that the govern,
ment had already set aside 1,000000 pesos for the purchase of the
land in the year 1930.

}r. h,iorrow said that in his opinion a great university
for Mexico would be a very fine thing, but that he could nou under-
stand how the government could afford to plan the expenditure of
18,000,000 pesos on a University until further progress had been
ma.de in the solution of the internal and external economic problems
with which the exican government is now faced He explained that
it had been his policy since he has been Ambassador to }exico to
assist the government in every way in his power to order its
fairs and blance its budget so as to pay the salaries of all
governmental employees, meet all bills, as they are made, and other-
wise keep up to date on ll current internal obligations This policy
he mentioned incidentally had rought down on his head a very
considerable amount of criticism from American citizens both in
Iexico and in the United teso !r. Iorrow then went on to say
that from his knowledge of the financial condition of the .exlcan
governmmnt at the present time he did not ee bow it would be at
all possible for the government to build a university (or under-
take any other work of a similar nature) without being forced to
raise taxes or to neglect the payment of internal and external
debts which the government now owes. Finally, r. Iorrow said that
he had great admiration for the ability of he exican people to
make plans and projects, and he intimated that he hoped the day
would come hen he could also have an equal amount of admiration
for the capacity of the exican people to carry out the plans hich



Io rrow II-7-9

they make, and to keep the promises nd meet the obligations
which they assume

At the conclusion of [r. orrow’s remarks I then told
him of the recent conference which I had had ith St. [ontes de
Oca in which the question was waised concerning the attitude which
the Mexican government ight assume if offers of assistance to the
National University should be made by any of the American
foundations. I reported St. }[ontes de Oca’s statement that in his
opinion the National University of Mexico could not fford to
accept gifts from foreign sources. 2[r. Morr6w then remarked that
he found this attitude "intsresting" in that if the government
should proceed with its plans to build the new University out of
funds in part at least were owing to foreign creditors it would
just surely be using foreign money as if it should ccept outright
gifts. Mr. Morrow %hen went on to remark, however, that he saw no
good reson why the National University could not accepy money from
American foundations if it should be offered, and he remlled in this
connection the recent gifts of American foundations to English and
French schools.

I then reviewed that pat of my conversation with
Montes de 0ca in which he had suggested the possibility of outside
agencies establishing in Mexico institutes for sudy in special
fields,which would cooperate with but be independent from the
National University ,[r. Morrow remarked that he, like St. [ontes
de Oct, thought this would be a very excellent thing to o and that
he believed that it migh1$possible to get money fr this purpose

The conference was clo@ed by r. Contreras extending
to the Ambassador n invitation to visit the proposed site for the
new Ntional University. This invitation was ccepted
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Deeer d, 1929

D.er r. Russell:

Simpson ires me from lexico City tht he will
arrive in hicao at the end of this week, that he will be
3.vailable the fellowi llond or Tuesday noon, nd that he
cn be reached by letter at the adrangle Club.

Here in brief is his story. fter rduation
from the Univers ty of Texas, he was a graduate student at
the verty, tking hs Ph. wl th honors le a student
he coessfUlly conducted several very prtlcal rese-ch under-
takings. He becne n instructor st the xiwrslty, then a
deam By cmmon consent he ws aesdid with being one of
the ablest young men e had howed in m years.

Tw stud a half years a he nt to exioo for this
Institute, chard with mking a study of contnpoeous conditions
snd with makin practlcol use o his knol@d and experience.

He has wo a distinct place for himself in Mexico
.mbassador orrow thinks very hi:hly of him.

As result of a stuf4V he made of rur eduction, one
of the American fotmdatlons offred the exicn goernment a ver
lar ammual t to be used in furthering that :overrnt’s nral
school actvltleso

inother of his reports ws contributi fnctor to
r. Simon @erahelm ving the Gnheim Foundation n adlltional
million dollars, the income from hich is to be used mainly in help-
lug promising yodng exicans obtain trnin,!: in this country. Sison
is in charade of seleetin the men, havin be formally elected
secretary for exico for the uenheim

From v.rl ous sources unds renow avfable for
merlcns wo wish to carry on studies d resenrch in edco.
These aencles look to imson for advice in selectln n snd
for help in dlrectln the activities o mch n as are %ven
fell owshlps.

A proposl for settiT up research center in exlco
is being considered by tvo of the fandtlons. The roposl has been
e<rsed by mbasslor l!orr, d by leading le:dcms. The idea is
to cs. on reseeh of a ve pticl chcter for the bass
d for ch exlc ent officials s elco assistmce



ro Rusll 2.

If his plsn es through, ss no see likely,
is o be pu in

I emmend Sison to you as sn tionAly promisir
yon man, and both 3ioson sd I will greatly spreciate
thin you in the w& of put h in fdly h
his who n th delments south the Rio

ith best wishes,

Yours sncerely,

Mr. E. ssell,
600 VL Jaokson Boulevard,

hicao,I11



C ONVER ATION

Ort@z Hubio Pascual
n route -eXiCO’city %o Laredo
1--9

Present. Ortz IUbio, Luis uintinill (diplomatic
&ttch t---h--’esident), enora Ortiz Rubio and members of the
family and the Presidential Stsffo

Purpose of interview To discuss with the President-
elect my report 8%tIol University of }exico; to get his
ideas on the future of the University; to obtain his reactions to the
proposal to establish research center in exico; and to tell him ab
aboutvthe work of the Guggenheim Foundation.

Before I was taken to see the President I arranged for
Senor Luis quintinilla whose friendship I had ined last summer
in Washington to show a copy of my report on the University and to
explain to the President the contents in some detail, ouin%inill
lter told me the President had displayed the greatest interest in
the report and hd asked a number of questions especially about
the material presented in the tables and graphs. Ouintinill also
said that he had read to the President a copy of the regulations
governing the Guggenhe+/-m Fellowships for {exico nd that the
President had been very pleased to learn of this activity of which he
hod previously been ignorant.

After the ground had been prepared in the shove indicated
fshion I was escorted through several cars filled with soldiers
and the henchmen and "protectors" ef the Presidan and finally into
the private compartment of the President himself. I found him play-
ing chess with one of his sona. After I hd been introduced to
Senora Ortiz Rubio nd to other members of the Presidential party,
thePresident received me ith the usual exican cou@esy.

The President-elect is rather heavy set and somewhat tller
than the average exican of the Central lateau region. H rather
dsr cast of countenance lends support to his claim to be directly
descended from one of the ancient Tarascan tribal chiefs. Althoug
only barely fifty-three 2ears of age, he seems much older thanks to
his sparse gry hair and heavily lined face. In manner and appear-
ance he reminds one o an American College rofessor full of es
and dignity

I told the President something about the material contained
in my report on the University. He said that he had examined the
report with one of his secretaries and found it uy interssnte. I
asked him if he intended to support the movement now on co n
exico to build the new Ciudad Universitaria. He replied in the
affirmative. I then sske-re thought that it would
be feasible nd desirable for exico to accept financial assistance
for the new University in case offers of such help should be made
by Foreign (American) organizations. He said that he could think
of no good reason hy if such offers were forthcoming, it would not
be both possible and desirable for I!exico %o accept them.

I then oublined ver briefly the idea of establishing in



exice independent research organixations for example, an
ustitute fer research in econemlc an. social preblems or a center
for the study of health pro blems. The Preside.t seemed to be very
pleased with the idea and said that he would give organizations of
the type mentioned any support that he properly cmuldo

The interview was closed by a request on my part to see
he President when I returned to ,exlco, He replied in the exican
manner "that I ha only to command him and I woul fin him at my
orders ’.



OFFiCESI

OTIS BUILDING

810 EIGHTEENTH ST. N.W.

THE RESEARCH SERVICE
INCORPORATED

WASHINGTON, D. C.

FRANKLIN 177

ADDRESS

RESERV

Dec. 2?, 1929.

r. Walter S. Rogers,
22 Fifth Ave.,
New Tork City.

Dear ’r. Rogers :-

In a recent conversation with ..r. yler N impson regarding

conditions in .exico, we touched upon.the importance of bringing

together more complete information regarding the water resources

of ;exico. I am greatly intereste in this as I initiate the

systematic measurements of streams in the Unite tates some years

ago, anal have ha occasion to study coniitions in portions of

exico in connection with various enterprises.

If convenient, I will try to call upon you sometime next

week. I have an appointment with Dr. F. P. feppel at 3 p.m. on

December 31, and will hope to see you possibly before that time.

Very truly yours,

FHN:YRJ



Jnury I, 1830

Dear Professor Hu@son:

i hve seen your telegram of yesterday
to r. Simpson n regard to his addressing a special FPA luncheon
next .turdy. I have the utmost confidence that he will do his
part well.

In the telegram you Iso refer to }it. Hopper.
He is not here, and I am uncertain where he is or when I shall next
see him. I assume that you have rramged with him directly.

For your own Information I think I should
tell you that, due to r. Hopper’s condition of health, to his
doctor’s advice that he should spen some onths in dry clite,
nd to certain other reasons, he aud I hve eed that he should
not now return to Russia, that he should go on Wht unts to au
indefinite leave of bsence, ad that the question of possible re-
sumption of ctlve service for the Institute will be left for con-
sideration lter on.

With best wishes for the new year, I n

Yours sincerely,



Juury I2, I930.

Dear Day:

Herewith is Simpson’s study of the Ntlonl University.
As he explained the other ternoon, the mlverslty not ving
published a ctalogue for several years, he felt obllgted to
in ma detail "ch otherwise might well hve been omitted.

Jllclous skipping ill reduce the study to a leanness
compatible with easy reading. As I am sendi you the originl,
please return t when you .re thrmh w%h it. No hurry, however.
Yo :re of course t liberty to hve a or %I1 of it cop.edo

Sipson sailed yetey for Hwu, where he is to tik
ith ./bssador rry Ogeeim, oo predecessor, by the wy,
never fo’ out what Cuba w II bout rd in consequence "as per-
mitted to fdo out of igbt.

bassador uggeheim hs been duly cabled to be on the
lookout for Simpson, w.ho crris a lettr of introduction provided
by r. imon Cgenhem. Simpson hopes to be .ble to put over the
i.ea that Ambassdor Gugeheim might do well to follo r. orrow
in the use of experts. With hi money, the mbas..ador could easily
py for severl investimtions into Cuban and Cuban-American problems.
And, incidentally, might thereby mske a gre.t reputation for himself.

This being Suday nd a rIny one at tht, I have put in
a couple of hours t the typewriter thinking about exico nd the
Institute. Ehat resulted is to be feund on the couple of sheets en-
closed. Soe old straw is rethrshed, but nevertheloss I am going
to ask you te read it. Furthermore, when yeu get to the parts
about Simpson ctlng constructively, please rec!l what he is up
to in Havana.

I was r.ther proud of the typin until I discovered sever
miner eurs

ith best ishes, I am

Yours sincerely,



Simpson,s instructions are to understd .exico and its
problems, domestic ad forei, .d to rk’e effective use of his
owl;e d contacts.

To Undorst

The procedure is for hin to study each of the principal
problems in turn. In the case of .ch problem he .is to re.d hat
is available, talk with the pple imiately conceed., d to
see ith his o ees wht is ir on. ter he s this wa
complet his nel sey rd cs to broad e.i,
his tk cls sohat= theater he is to devote himself to
sti the acute pble of be nt.

It quickly developed, in regard to ost of the problen
he approached, that there ws a dearth of basic infortlon ..-m @
lack of trained personnel worki n the prtculr field. There
is even no reliable history of %2e couAry; ach of the essential
source teril has not been collecte[, to s rothi4 about bei4
catalogued or made accessible.

His ova brood sturvey woPd<, if it is to be uore th ::clin-
!cl impressionism’, must be based on ,. wide r..Pe of studies
by others. Relizlr this, he ws led to a. Intercept in the:
men% of research of rese.rch t echnic!ans.

This in turn led to a interest in geting .m’rlcm.s to
study Iexican prob!es, in securing o.oportmity for exicms to .ztudy
in the United States, nd in bririr4 abo provision for ree.rch
in :axico by extsars.

Simpson interested several American gencies h.ving fellow-
ships to allot, stud certain of these a/encies &re now on the lookout
for men conrpetent to, and desirous of, worki on [exican problems.
Qite likely, sever! :en ill be so er.ged within %e next year.

The Cuggnheim Foundation is now repared to gront fellow-
ships to .exicans ho desire to continue their trin! in the United
States. Simpson helped on the arrangants, and he is secretmy of
the selection comulttee setup in exlco. In due tithe this activity
will be passed on to some one else.

With a vle to focusing such ctlvities and to providing
for research in .exico by ?iexicans, a plan ws orked out for a social
sciemce research center in exmco. The project s subnzltted to the
Rosenwald Fund and to the Rockeller Foundation.

Concurrently with the above developments, ;nbassador Lorrow
as having studies .de (mainly at hs on expense) of pending issues
and as encouraging the exican goverm.n.ent to do research on its own
account, one of his aims being to put discussion between the t.o govern-
ments on the plane of da!..ing with facts.

Furthermore, he had worked out the thesis that, for the long
run, satisfactory relations between the two cock,tries could only be



maintained after exico hs beco reasonably prosperous ad stabilized.
In this view, research efforts, that m!d help IeIco develop pollt-
iclly ni econoictlly, re of direct concern to the oerlcn people.

Simpson carried on one Luquiry at the request of the imbass-
dor, who is thoroughly posted on wht Simpson is doing and has given his
pprovl to the idea uderlying the proposal for research center.

e ijroposl might h,ve been drfted vith a. vie= to setthg
up joint ;[exicu-%meric agency to st"dy problems beari4 on the rela-
tions of the two cottries.

Tki intc co:sider:.tion Texicn s:ceptibilities xi the fact
that basic problem in tle relations between the t’ co,tries Is the in-
tel development of exico, %h pject sf with the dea of k-

prcticble frown the begini nd in the ex-i the center . ..c .s
cttion that it would, In dae cose, be t over, in ;ole or in large
rt, by the Natlol University or by a Teic oxp that would emerge
out of ssociation in the enterise.

Under either scher much the su problem would be studied and
iexic-;Goric coopered%ion brought but in reso.h, ech: of per-
sorael ,nd experience, etc.

’Fnere is no intention th Simpson should pernnently deote
himself to the direction of the proposed center, "out rather it is the de-
sire that his initi&tive d exlrionce be utilized in Lelpng it get in-
to stride.

It is certainly not the aim of the Institute of Current
Affairs to set up, in exico or elsewhere elaborate research centers,
as adjuncts to its ctivltles.

In the case of the g.nheim felloship, simpson deIs di-
rectly ith the offcisls of that fondtlon. The Institute is not an
intermediary; its .rtlcioetion extends merely to a willingness to per-
mit its rpresentive to evote lrt of is ti,ue to such an activity.

In modified form the sne principle would apply to the pro-
posed research center. It mould not be u Institute activity, per se.
The Institute would not project itself needlessly into the situation. It
would rake Simpson’s services aailble, and it would quietly try to be
helpial and to carry out ny clericl or ccounting operations which fell
to its lot.

The question seem to have arisen whether the essential end in
view, underlying the pending proposal, cannot be chieved by & foundation
providing funds for research in .Taxico by exicsns, the expenditure of
such fnds to be controlled by the foundation itself acti tzroh a, rep-
resentative in [exico City.

Without in any wy dislraging such a plan, it does not appear
to the writer to be so good one as tht setforth in the pending pro-
posal, which is a broader and more rounded plum, looking tord not only
fiucing research in lexico by exicans but lso the provision of hed-
.urters for .ericns working in .exico, a base for the selection of :exi-
cus to study in th United States, n ncy whereby research ctiss



cou be coord,ted sud focused, 2 pl,ce for cornereces, tc. Such
a center,s goi’, ope-ti concern would be n entity tht could
be ta.ken over by the local university or by a group of iiexlcans.

Moreover, if funds are provided for esearch in laxico by
a foundtion hsvi ample ne, cti directly throgh its o cgent,
there is little likelihood of other ericn agencies contrbtig or
of money coning fro !exic ources. In the iev of the riter, it
is desirable that opportAity be offered for liexian pticiltion in
the fiing of any rose&rob undertaken in that cotutry.

However, whatever scheum is adopted, if Simpson’s services
re desired in conection ith its developewf, the Institute will be
disposed to Tnt hi the ecessry nuission.

ke fsctive Use of Knowledge nl Contacts

Picking up Again the idecs at the beginning of tis emorou
dum, Simpson’s ctivity in encosging research about exic
pbl is not oy a tul outco of his o eerience in that
co,try but it is direct llne with hio instructions to ct con2truct-
ively. ud his constctive ctivities hve by no
to what s been setforth Jove. e s voed with ,naslor orrow

with Important exic officials. Di
talk ith foy.fe ple )ving s d4ite concern with 1[exico.

He hs ss "on to them his ledge is ti bck to [exico in-
formation d viewints that will be of use there. fl list of his
eful ctvities

The aim of the Institute of Currant /orld Iffairs is to de-
velop a number of Simpons ud in tithe to hays one coverir ech of the
important res of the world. These en, silly or in cooperation, will
be stud.ig the orstdig problem,s of the ,orld .nd i!l be rtici-
pati, constructivel cooperatively, in a ,ide rnge of activities.

In general these en will not be conducting highly particular-
ized research, but they will be sembling a.d brii]g to ber on prob-
lems all data that m.s been nde avai!<b!e uud will be helping o spread
throughout the world knoled of soci.l science reearch techniiues.

This excurcus into the i of the Institute throws light on
Simpson’s functions in the present s.tution, as seen from the Institute’s
standpoint, nd it may Iso make Clecr that in the proposl for a re-
search center in .exico the Institute is not seeking funds for its own
innediate purposes.

In due time, if experi]ets with three or four Smpsons proves
out, the Inst’Atute will be seeki funds- large fis to oxten its
activities by IdLug more Simpsons to its stff. t it is not seeking
such fkds now.



UNIVERSITY OF GALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS

BERKELEY

January I$, 190.

Mr. Eyler N. Simpson,
Institute of Current World Affairs,
Fifth .&venue, New York ity.

y der Simoson,

You doubtless know that, in accordance with our conversations last summer, I
have applied for a Guggenheim Fellowship to carry on research in exico. In
view both of your interest in the project and your relations with the FoLudation,
I wish to take this means of acquainting you with developments subsequent to
my application to the Guggenheim Foundation, and not stated therein since there
had been no development,

I have dravnn up a project for a five-year program of research in rural labor
of the West and Southwest, and submitted this to the Social Science Research
Council in the person of Professor Mithhell. If granted, such program would
not preclude spending so,he time on research in exico; indeed I should hope
to engage in such work very soon. On the other hand it would allow prosecution
of research on this side of the line without interruption.

You will understand that this indicates no loss of interest in the application
to the Guggenheim Foundation. On the other hand, you will also realize that
it represents a broader program, including some research in exico within its
scope. I want you and the Gugenheim Foundation to have all the facts before
you as frankly as I can state them, whether anything comes of my project before
the Council or not, and I take this means of presenting thsm to you both.

In two or three days I am leaing for Washington on quick trip which will allow
me but a dy in New York. If you are still there, I shall hope to see you. If
I can shed any more light on this matter, call upon me; but perhaps Professor
itchell can tell you more.

Sincerely yours



ja 14th,19O

De,r Dr. Ieppel

1erewlth s a copy cf SIson’s preliminary stud
of The Nato Unverslty sf oexlco, ,hlch he asks ne to send
to you for your perusal d for that of resdet Butler.

e perhs s ex,laed to you th at becse the
unlverslt has not ssued s ctaloe for several years he
felt oblgated to Inclde makv detsils that might othem se
have ben omltted.

enols..

Yours sl ncerely,



THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
61 BROADWAY, NEW YORK

THE SOCIAL SCIENCES
DAY,

CABLE ADDR.ESS
ROCKFOUND, NEW YORK

Jannry 16, 1950.

Dear Rogers:

lany thszHs for your Sabbath note. I am glad to have my

acquaintance with your views on Nexico thus refreshed and sharpened.

Frankly, I find myself rather completely in sympathy ,.vith the line

of analysis you have presented and really notrauch inclined to take

exception even when you -argue that some of my recent suggestions are

not as good as some of those originally offered by yourself: However,

there are times when we have to make concessions to forces which oper-

ate effectively even if they are not altogether rational in character.

Do not hesitate to fire additional shots my way whenever

the spirit moves you. You need not even wait for a rainy Sunday:

Sincerely yours,

r. Walter S. Rogers,
Institute of Current World Affairs,

Fifth Avenue,
New York, N.Y.

EED:
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.:tps,rto 5S8
}lexce, D. Fo
Jr 29,19

dear John:

I have Just returned to Mexl co after an absence of almost two
months in the United States aUd it has occred to me tt you might
be int crested in be ins brought up to flare on the ctivtie s of the
IOWA in exlco aud points north d east. Ith yo permission, I
will, in the interests of shortening what wuld otherwise be a rather
conslderble volume, slmply rsprduce in more or less orthaud fashion
m notes on the trip.

I left exico on December aud returned on Jury 26. Our lng
my absmce I visited he following cities: 0hicio, ew York, Philadelphia,
ashlngton, hpel Hill, Boston, ew aven, Princeton Habana (Cuba, and
Ohlchen Itz (Yucatm I. In these places, . Interlews with some
sixty new ntacts md an undetermined number of othr individuals
whom I had met on previou trips to the United Stt,

In eral, s you m see from the not es %ve be low, the
purpose of my tp was foufold: (i) To meet nd tik as m
as possible of at lr. EoBrs lis to csll
view to opin new lines of activity
t rd .out e rk of t I0A in eco; (2) to rert to
t ughe Fodatlon t pgress Ich I
as exetive secretj t 0oIttee of electlon d geral rr
statlve of the Fodatlon in Eece $$ to furtr the pos
establish a center for cial d economic sdles in ece by pres
i the present siation in e co wlth rect to udles of this
to the rresenttives of the varlo formations
the pl,J ( to gther as m uestions d ideas possible with
referce the’conduct of counter for sial d economic dies
should such be stllshed in

In the two months p receedlng y departure frown Eexico i s
occupled with a rather detailed d exteslve study of the ationl
Unlverslty of exlco I made this sdy prtly to round off nd complete
the series of educational reports which have ben m&ki fru tl to
tlme d ptly to supply the @uggenheim Foundation with the bsl for
making a udnt of the te of prtlon which tir exlcan fello
coming from the University will he. I took the complete report with
me to the States d on the way ,rp used it as sm excuse for havlV n
Intervlew wlth Presldent-Elect Ortlz ablo, (By .od luck the private
car of the ltter was attached to the trn on which I was travell.

The throe or four s t in Chi cao were for the most part
taken up wl th renewing my aoqualntnces t the Universl ty nd in inpect
ins the new Social Science building which hd just been onpleted

.mong others I talked with Charles lerri&m, Elsworth Farrls
Burgess, }[a.z’p r, au Leonard ?nlt



The eeter of my activity rln my sojourn in the States was
New York Oity. From time to time, to be sure, ahort trips were made
to Philaelphla, Boston, etc., sd these will be dealt with in due
corse. The following notes will ve you some idea of the new
conts made in New York d the reason for king them.

Mallory. _.V!t H, Research staff of the Oouncil on Forei
Relations. Mailryexiained the setup nd prorn of the Council stud
the desire of the Co,moll to he one of their do a general surv
of Mexl co.

How!d. 0hlg_S,P. Also on the 0ouncil. ished to interest
me in writing a cpter for his yearly compendium of American foreign
rel ations.

B:I.:. R__ @ave me the gmeral setup of the Forei Poli
Which he is te research director.

.ha.se, Sew$_-- Economist. Is pling a three months trip to
Mexico in thene-fuure. His ideas d sgestions for methods of study-
ing economic problems of Mexico shoul be helpful.

_yL!._N_o_H.- ill be valuable for any future work of the
IOWA in uba.-Gve me-- ietter of introduction to Minister of 0ommunlcatlons
in Oua. Was very much interested in the National University and in the
prelem 0 eric ou raging soci al and economic research in Mexico.

helm. Senator Simon This was a luncheon at which
i!lisms_ St 6n-ln-aw-o e=-sntor nd heir apparent in the busins
HYAiiM Secreta of the Guheim Fodati on were also

preset. Later on. I was intduced to OttoMS, official in the eric
Iting & Refining. d trear of the @geeim Fotion.

d,_ Robe_rt S.- The exeative secretary of the Social Science
Research 0oii, Ld was greatly interested in whole problem of position
of the social sciences in Mexico ad offered to coopert with me in

possible.

P!att, R. R. Head of the Department of Hispsmic erlcan
Research, America-ographic Society. Both P latt n d lai_sh B_on_ were
ateil for my offer t be helpfal in their efforts to t information
out of Mexic geographers for the new maps which the AGS is maki of
Latin America

Lippm. Valte- Editoril staff of the lew York orld. This
was a luncheon at which ._a!_eWM was also present.

Dugsn,St.ohenP.-- Oirector of ths Ynstitute of international
Education. d his son, Lence_u.. were both interested in the subject
of exican fellowships in the National iversity.

K_pe!_Fr_ederi.P-- President of the arnee Corporation.
This plant will doubtedly grow snd flower, if watered from time to time.

H.son.S_e!_by_-- Russell Se Foundation. Had msv
suggestions to make in re the general ubJect of regional and national
plsmming. Harri son offered to take care of shy Gunheim fell that
I might send up for study in this field@



Th_sen, val!_@e_ Formerly lived msny years in Mexico
ncl is th0roz---r- boos on the subt. ow i tot oZ
!.__ for the McGraw Hill Publications.

Desve_rn!ne, R, E. Associated with the legal firm of
Hornblower, Miller, and arrisOn. ban, of. French ancestry dviser
to Mexics government durln the Orrnza re, eclallst in inter-
natlal lons.

,,..._,..__.F_.-- (Head o Division of Socll Sciences)

(of e Division of Msdi@ cation} 1 of the Rksfeller Yodation.
These gentm eectally D we hope 11 be helpful in ve
ecific fashion in getting er wy h prosed cnr for clal
enic reseah tn Me.co.

M/to.h.!!eS!.y._9 Go-Director with ay of the Nail onal
re of Eooni Research. 4a V suestions to m In re
conduct of a rsech tnstion.

onroe, Ven-- Represents entre into the House of Norgan.
Gve me a copy of the Banker’s ort on the onomlc Condition of

_i_th,.,:hle_-- Head of the For,l.. Dt of the
,sciated Press. Ith Intduced to I. . Lindberg,_ Eesit
Hi tssioner of ra.

The @ecial reason for go$ to Piladelphi w.s to discuss
with Frk Aydeltte amd oe the probls of b exic fells of the
Gun.elm Fotlon d to vlew e plicatlons wch had
reeelv to date. ile I s In Philadelphia, however, Eelth sad
were iitea to the h of !!i_RPS_FA! (son of Julius) for dinner.
I also met .r. Jo Re__.eh__, Director of the E. K. Mulford & o.
lotries. Dr. Rchel, the-ugh s recently qulred
asslstt, Dr. Jose Zoza, has be ve much interested In the
subject o f Ic1 resech in e

e to the fact that I was in !/ashimton rin the ,hristmas

holies it was rather difficult to find a number of !eople that I ted
to see. owever, I did manage to b2ve InteNziews with t bs follcwing:

e_ri_. JO__g?-- !.residet of the qargle Institution
of ?ashiton. The ecia! reason for seein. erriam as to d.lsss the
rk of the Institution in Yucat d to t n invlt,tlon to the eetg
of t research oup

O=u!___tDn__._.aId Brookis Institution. I saw ouiton
twice, both times Jith a view to etti his idss on social clence
research.

9eak, the new hes of the Division of Far Fsteru Affairs, [
D=__e_t_t_, chief of the Division of Publications, represented my introduction
to the State Dep artment



who made the std of ecomic conditions in Mexico fr th Bsnker, s
Ooit tee.

Sir, BH!S. hlef of the Bureau of Rus slan
Infornmtiom. Was very interested to comlre 8kvirsky’s presentation
of the peasant in RUssi with my oR knowledge of the peon in HeXco.

P_a_svo!s_Le_o Brooklngs Int Itu t.on.
Ne_,;. _. ,- Formerly he of the Reclamation

Service under Roosevelt. Had many uggestion concernin the method s
of making a surey of the power resources in Mexico.

O.e.,_H P resident of the University of North
Carolina, d msmber of the Board of Tstees of the Roswd d.
T pese of my inteNiew 0base wa to t his ideas on the
relation of gevents Ivertles. ! ee interested in tm
subject In nnection t my study of the Naon biverty
eoo.

Ri)pe,v,.J.Fre- -Professor of Latin Ameriosm hi story
at Duke uiversity nd th0r of several books on Mexic-Amerlo
tel ati ons.

I was invited to Boston to give a talk before the
executive council of the Foreign Policy Association.

dn, s_!y-- Professor of International Law,
Harvard University. n is anxious to et Me,co intereste in
participating in more internati oaal onferences.

,Edwin.F. Professor in ts Department of
onomies, Hrard, d co-dlrector with esley Mitchel of the National
Bure of Econic Research

.idder.,y. Head of the ussm of Antholo
at Andver stud chief of the Division of istoricl Research of t
Oarnee Foundation. Kidder invlte, to attend the meetln; of the
arne gle group in Yuc atsin.

The trip to New Hven was for the purpose of atifying
Moe’s nd my ciosity about the muchly advertised Institute of Human
Rel ions at Te. i pent the morning tai to Milton .
de of the school of Medicine, stud !tO.?POUg.S-- professor
Department. Our curiosity was grtlfiedm



At Prlneeten i gave n informal talk on Me,Ice before a group of
members of the fu!ty ttn together by j. T..e_u_. librarian of
the University. I arrmged with Gerald to find. someone in exlco to
de me billogrhlc rk for the mericsn Libar Association.
is sedlng me a cheak for $ for this purpose@ ile at Princeton
I als hs a talk with SP!_S_.._Bo direer of the Industrial
Rel ations Section of the Dartment of Economics.

k to the letters of Introotlon from oe and Sator
gehelm, I was received alte royally in @ba by Ambassador
Outside of mbassadr himself, most interstlng contact which I
de in ba was with .Gsenor._Jes, formerly of t Dartmst of
Ommeree o the ite States, dni eci search (offlcil
r t basssd. i t er oer erlc d Gubs w ll be
use! we are ready to start In is

The pose of the meeting called by the Carnage oup in
Yuoatsa was to di sss the possibilltie s of expandin their activities
in *-his rea. to the present time, as YoU will perh,s recall, ty
have bee largely occupied with the excavation, stdy, and reconstruction
of the ela ay temples t Ghlehen Irma. They now propose to invite
students of medicine, biolo, geolo, ethnolo, sociolo, and whatmot,
to make studies in this same area on t ner tory that not only
would this be a ve practic demonstration of the way to bre
the artificial barriers between the various dicipllne, but that studies
of various stypes de within a single region from various points of view
wId be mere valuable th the ssme studies ade in relatively mconnected
ports of the world.

At the meeting, besides Sylvainus G. Morley (dlreotor) aud the
mm1ers of te resident srchaeolical research , tre were also
preset F,N G_ of e Darent of Biolo the iversity of
Miohig,

_
ttk of t Dart of Tpio icine of

A._M,Tozze, Depart of tholo t H&?ard, GeoO,Vi!!t d
C. _L..H- thecusm of amrl Hi story, dRObet..-Redei..,
n of topel of t Iveity of Chico. The ssions pved
to Be exceedingly interesti nd the ole .oJect strips s beiug
Intly prsctiea! e. beit, I may sy, in pssi;, that I was
sappointed at e directors of e one,rise are much more interested
in historle research thrum in the present-day problems of eco d of
Yucat.

wrk during the next month will be pretty largely taken
with the affi rs of the Ggeei Fondatlon. T eo Co--itree of
Selection meets .i ce di Feb d I n- occupied in prarh
te dots referring the plions of the va.ous odidates. In
arch, I hopi at D II co to look over the sl ton for the
Rocfeller Foatl



Y am ver nxious to her out your o otivities

during the last several months to learn of your plans for

t! fut.

Tith best rards to you d your lady,



THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
61 BROADWAY, NEW YORK

THE $OCIAL SCIENCE8
DAY,

CABLE ADDRESS
ROCKFOUND, NEW YOK

January..29, 1950.

Dear Rogers:

I spent last evening looking over Simpson’s report

on the National University of Nexico. The report seems

to me an admirable document- clear, comprehensive and

illuminating. I do not think I have ever had a more in-

teresting time perusing an educational survey. any thanks

for having placed it in my hands. It is being returned to

your office under separate cover.

Sincer-

Nr. Walter Rogers,
Institute of Current World Affairs,
522 Fifth Avenue,
New York, New York.

EED:


