ENS.WSR.TO
Apartado 538
México, D.F.
November 19, 1929
My dear Mr., Rogers:

I hand you herewith an outline of some of the people
and institutions which I plan to see during the course of my
forthcoming trip to the United States:

Chicago

i. E.R. Embree, Mr. Julius Rosenwald, et al.

2, J. Laurencs Laughlin, University of Chicago, in re
Hart Schaffner and Marx proposed prize essay,

"Our Economic Relations with Mexico."

3. M.E. Shire -- Intermational banker.

4. Recent developments in the Department of Sociology
at the University of Chicago withespecial reference
to the survey of the city.

New York

l. Lawreson Riggs -~ for introduction to Lamont and
through the latter to obtain copies of the
Bankers' Report on Mexico and the report om the
National Railways of lMexico.

2. Foreign Policy Association -- see Raymond Buell
about materiasl on tropical resources.

3. Council on Foreign Relations and the editorial
office of Foreign Affairs,

4. Latin-American Department of the National City Bank.

5. Rife, in Guaranty Trust Company in re building and
loan associations,

6. Rummel -~ Rocksfeller Foundation in re statistical
work in Mexico (Merriam's suggestion).

7. G. Butler Sherwell, Baker and Kellog.

8. A.J. Merz amnd M.0. Papno -- officials of the ¥ard
Line.

9. Edmund E. Day, Rockefeller Foundation,
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11.

12.
13.
14.

150

16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

-2w

Hubert C. Herring, the Committee on Cultural
Relations with Latia America.

Isaish Bowman, American Geographical Society.
Guy Emerson, Bankers Trust Company.
Henry Allen Moe, Senator Guggenheim, et al,

Jerome D. Greene, Chairman of American Council
of Pacific Relations.

Miguel Covarrubias, Mexican artist, and through
him other members of the Mexican colony in
New York.

Anita Brenner, -~ author of recent bhook on

G.R. Parkia, Sun Life Assurance Company
(Montreal).

Institute of Human Relations (see Gordon
Williams at Yale University).

New York City Planning Commission.
Herbert Feis.
Philadelphisa

Frank Aydelotte.
José Zozaya,
Washington
John C. Merriam, Carnegie Institutioa.

Harold G. Moulton, the Institute of Zconomics
et al,

Lawrence Martin, Library of Congress.
William Orton, Tropical Plant Research Foundation,

T.5. Dunn, Member of Committee on Latin-American
Relations,

Edward Eyre Hunt, one of the directors of Hoover's
survey on recent economic changes.
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CORVERSATION

Montes de Oe¢s, Luis
Secrevaria &e,Hacienda

11-20-29

Presen®: Sr., Carlos Contreras (architect), and
Sr., Montes de (Qca, the Minister of Finance..

Purpose of Interview: To discuss with Sr. Montes
de QOcea the plans of the governmenl for the building of the Ciudad
Universitaria (University City) and to sound him out on wha® tThe
government®s attitude would be if any of the American foundations
gshould express & willingness to assist financially in this project.

I explained to Sr. Montes de Oca that I had been
making a rather detailed study of the present situation of the
National University and that I had been greatly impressed with the
many urgentszneeds of the institution. I stated that in my opinion
every effort @hould be made to build the educational system in
Mexieo from both ends, i.e. Mexico should not only continue its
very excellent policy of fomenting rural and primary education
but also dhould look 1o the creation snd development of leaders
by stirengthening the system of higher education and more specif-
ically the National University. Finally, I intimated that in all
liklihood during my approsaching visit to the United States I
would be talking to officials of variour educational and philan-
thropie foundations and that my study of the University would
doubtless be read by some of them., I suggested that it might
come about that some of the foundation8 would become interested
in the National University and the plans of the Mexican govern-
ment for the Ciudad Universitaria. I mentioned the recent un-
successful atTempt of one Américan foundation to cooperste with
the government in i&s rural school program and indicated that I
did not wish to be even indirectly responsible for enlisting the
interest of any organization in the United ctates in the National
University without obtaining beforehand some idea of whati the
attitude of the Mexican government might be,

Sr. Montes de Oca said that he would reply with
the utmost frankness. He stated that he did not think it would
be either desirable or possible for the National University to
sccept financial assistance from foreign sources: "A Universitly
which has placed on its seal the words '"Por mi razs hablard'el
espiritu! (For my race, the spirit will sSpeak’)] could not arfford
To accept money from a foreign race with an alein culture for
the purpose of achieving the ends implicit in this motto. The
National University of Mexico is, or should be, the center and
bulwark of Mexican culture,-~its development must come as a re~
sult of the efforts of the Mexican people themselves. These
efforts can and will be made -~ i.e. We are going to build the
Ciudad Universitaria; I sm setting aside 1,000,000 pesos in the
1930 Federal Budget for that purpose and other funds will be
provided in succeeding years for carrying on the work."

Sr, Montes de (ca then went on to state that in

his opinion the foundations could be of great service to Mexico
if they would establish in cooperation with but entirely in-
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independent from the University special institutes or centers
for study in special fields. As examples of the type of
organization which he had in mind, he spoke at some length
about the desirability of having in Mexico & center gor the
study of indigenous languages and related ethnological problems,

At this point I reviewed briefly the effect which
privately endowed Universities and research centers in the United
States had had upon. our state universities and colleges, indica-
ting that, in my opinion, these private institutions hgd had the
salutary effect of forcing $he state institutions to raise their
standards and improve their methods. I then asked Sr. lontes de
Qca if he did not think that institutions of the type which he had
mentioned might very well play the same rolein Mexico. Sr. Montes
de Oca replied that this was exactly his idea snd that he per-
sonally and, also, in his opinion, the lexican government and
people as a whole would welcome the establishment of private
research foundations of the type which he had described,

I then questioned Sr. lontes de Oca with reference
to his attitude toward the center of social and economic studies
which the Institute of Curwrent World Affairs proposes to establish
in Mexico. He gave the idea his enthusiastic approval.



An Qutline of Pascual Ortiz jubio

1877 - Born in Morelia, Michoacan. Said to be direct descendamt of the
Tarascan king, Tzintzicha. Pather prominent in politicsl and
government circles of Michoacan and one time Secretary-GCeneral
of the State; brother at one time Ad~Interim Governor of the <tate

1895 -~ Entered preparatory school in Morelia, Michoacan.

1898 ~ Graduated from the Nétional Preparatary School, Mexico City.

1899 = Enteréd the National University of NMexico.

1902 - Graduated from the National University with a degree of Civil
Engineer.

1911 - Capdaih in the Engineering Corps of the army.
1912 ~ Colonel in the Engineering Corps of the army.

1913 -~ Elected to the National Congress of Mexico from the distriet of
Morelia.

1913 - Imprisioned for three monthe by Vietoriano Huerta for speechs
made in congress.

1916 - Head of the department of engineers in the Ministry of War,

1914 -~ Made Chief of the Department of Printing and Stamps in the
Carranza Government,

1915 Placed in charge of the printing of paper money for the
Carranza Government.

1918 -~ Chiefof the Department of Properties exporpriated by the Revolution.

1917 - Governor of the State of lichosacan.

1917 - Founded the University of ilichoacan.

1920 - Promoted to rank of Brigadier General in the Revolutionary Army.

1620 ~ Minister of Communications and Public Vorks in the Obregon Government

1922 - Commissioned by the Mexican Government to study irrigation in Spain,
France, Italy and Egypt. ,

1923 - Minister from the Hepublis of Mexico to Germany.

1924 - Ambassador to Brasil,

1929 -~ Appointed Ministe® of Government in the Portes (il Cabinet,

1929 - President elect of Mexico.
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Julins Rosenwald Fund

EDWIN R. EMBREE 900 SOUTH HOMAN AVENUE

PRESIDENT
ALFRED K, STERN . CHICAGO

DIRECTOR

WILLIAM B. HARRELL
SECRETARY-CONTROLLER

November 21, 1929

Dear Hogers: I am sorry the Mexicen Institulte business

broke down. Day informed me of the difficulties
he was having with his.group end it seemed to me unwise to bring
it to our trustees until we were assured of favorable actlon from
the Rockefeller Foundation.

I trust this matter is not dead or seriously
demsged. I don't know whether our group would be willing to do
anything about it but at any rate I should like to see the
matter thought through completely and brought up to some one
or more foundations. Under the circumstences, I think all I
can do is to wait for the people in Wew York tc meke up
their minds.

Very truly yours,

Mr. Walter S. Rogers

Institute of Current World Affairs
522 Fifth Avenue

New York City



Novembor 23, 1929

Dasr Bmbree:
I acknowledge your letter of November 2Ist.

3imnson now vlaons to reach Chicazo sbout Decem-
ber fifth and to remain in the city three or four days.

Enolosed is a clinving from the Wew York World,
which I think you would be interested in reading, if you
have not already seen it.

Yours sincercly,

¥Mr. BEdwin B. Brnbree,
Julius Rosenwald Fund,
900 South Homan avenus,
Chicazn, Illinois,
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CONVELRSATION
Morrow, Dwight W,
American Lmbassy
11-27-29
Present: Sr. Carlos Contreras (architect), Capt.

Louis B. McBride (nNaval Attaché, American Embassy), and lr,
Dwight W. Morrow, (American Amoaqsador)

Purpose of Interview: To predent Sr. Carlos
Contreras to Thé Ambassador; v give Sr. Contreras an opportun-
ity to tell the Ambassador sbout the: Mexican goverhhent's pro-
jecet fro creating a new University Center {Ciudad Universitaria)
and to obtain the Ambassador'’s reactions to This plan,

Sr. Contreras outlined briefly the plans of the
government with reference to the Ciudad Universitaria and showed
the Ambassador a number of maps and plans of the proposed New
University which he (Contreras) has prepared and submitted to
the Rector of the National University, the Minister of Finance,
the Minister of Communications, and other interested and relevant
persons,

When Sr. Contreras had completed his presentation,
HMr. Morrow asked how much the University Center ss Mr. Contreras
haes planned it would cost and how it:was to be financed., Mr.
Contreras replied that sccording to his estimate the project
would cost about 18,000,000 pesos, that it was to be financed by
the federal government from ordinary revenues, and that the govern,
ment had aelready set aside 1,000p000 pesos for the purchase of the
land in the year 1930,

Mr. Morrow said that in his opinion a great university
for Mexico would be a very fine thing, but that he could nou under-
stand how the government could afford to plan the expenditure of
18,000,000 pesos on a University until further progress had been
made in the solution of the internal and external economic problema
with which the Mexican government is now faced. He explained that
it had been his policy since he has been Ambassador to Mexico to
assist the government in every way in his power to order its ad-
#airs and balance its budget so as to pasy the salaries of all
governmental employees, meet 8ll bills, as they are made, and other~
wise keep up to date on all curresmt internal obligations. This policy
he mentioned incidentally had brough?t down on his head a very
considerable amount of criticism from American citizens both in
Mexico and in the United cgd&tes, Mr. lorrow then went on to say
that from his knowledge of the financial condition of the Mexican
government at the present time he did not #&ee how it would be at
all possible for the government to build & university (or under-
take any other work of a similar nature) without being forced %o
roise taxes or to neglect the payment of internal and externsl
debts which the government now owes. Finally, Mr. Morrow said that
he had great admiration for the ability of &he Mexican people to
make plans and projects, and he intimated that he hoped the day
would come when he could also have an equal amount of admiration

for the capacity of the Mexican people to cerry out the plans which
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they make, end to keep the promises and meet the obligations
which they assume.

At the conclusion of IMr. Morrow's remarks I then told
him of the recent conference which I had had with Sr. Montes de
Oca in which the guestion was waised concerning the attitude which
the Mexican government hmight assume if offers of assistance to the
National University should be made by any of the American
foundations., I reported Sr. Montes de Qca's statement that in his
opinion the National University of Mexico could not afford to
accept gifts from foreign sources., Mr. lMorrow then remarked that
he found this attitude "interesting™ in that if the government
should proceed with its plans to build the new University out of
funds in part at least were owing to foreign creditors it would
just surely be using foreign money as if it should accept outright
gifts. Mr. Morrow then went on to remark, however, that he saw no
good reason why the National University could not accepy money from
American foundations if it should be offered, and he re@alled in this
connection the recent gifts of American foundations to English and
French schools,

I then reviewed that pad®t of my conversation with Sr,
Montes de Qca in which he had suggested the possibility of outside
agencies establishing in Mexico institutes for s$udy in special
fields,which would cooperate with but be independent from the
National University, lMr. Morrow remarked that he, like Sr. Montes
de Oca, thought this would be & very excellent thing to do and that
he believedthat it mighttpossible to get money fér this purpose,

The conference was cloded by Sr. Contreras extending
to the Ambassador an invitation to visit the proposed site for the
new National University. This invitation was accepted.
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Decorber 2nd, 1929

Dear Mr. Russell:

Simpson wires me from lMexico City that he will
arrive In Zhicago at the end of this woeek, that he will be
avallable the followlng llonday or Tuesday noon, amd that he
can bse reached by letter at the madrangle Olub.

Here in brief is his story. After graduation
from the University of Texas, he was a graiuate student at
the Tmiversity, tsking his Ph.D with honors. 7hile a student
hs suscessfully conducted several very practical research under-
takingse He beomme an instructor st the 'mivorsity, then a
deans By common consent he was agd%sdited with being one of
the ablest young men vho had showed up in many yesrs.

Tw and a half years ago he wnt to Mexico for this
Institute, charged with making a study of contempormmeous conditions
and with making practical use of his knowlédme =nd experiencee.

He has won a distinet place for himself in llexico -
Ambassador Morrow thinks very hichly of him.

As result of 2 study he made of rural sducation, one
of the Ameriem foundatlons offered the exican government & very
larse apmuzl zrant to be used in furthering that sovermentts rursl
school activities.

Another of his reoports was a contributing factor to
¥r. 3imon Suzzenheim ziving the Guggenheim Toundation an additional
million dollars, the income from which is %o be used mainly in help-
ing promising young Mexicans obtain tralning in this country. Simson
is in charge of selecting the men, having been formally elected
seoretary for Mexico for the Guigenhelm Fund.

Prom various sources funds are now availsble for
‘mericans who wish to carry on studies mad resesrch in Mezico.
These arenciss look to 3imnson for advice in selecting men and
for heln in directing the activities of such men as are Tiven
fellowshipse

A proposal for setting wp & resesrch center in liexico
is beinz considered by two of the foundationse The nroposal has been
endgrsed by Ambassador Morrow and by leading lexicmnse. The idea is
to -earry on research of a very practical character for the Arbassador
and for such Mexican sovernment officials ns welcome such assistonces
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If this plan soes through, as now seems likely, Simpson
is to be put in charsze.

T cormend Simoson to you as an exceptionally vromising
youns man, and both Simoson amd I will greatly appreciate any
thing you do in the way of putting him in friendly touch with
Ohi cagoans who are concerned vwilth developments south of the Rio
Grandee

7ith best wishes, I am,
Yours sincerely,
Y3R/PC

Iire Te Aa Russellg
600 7. Jackson Boulevard,
Ohicamp 4,111,
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CONVIR SATION

Ortédz Rubio Pascual
En route Mexico City to Laredo
12-3-29

Present: Ortéz Rubio, Luis fHuintinills (diplomatic
Attaché to tThe pPresident), %enora Qrtiz Rubic and members of the
family and the Presidential Staff.-

Purpose of intermiew: To discuss with the President-
elect my Treport on the Navional University of Mexicoj; to get his
ideas on the future of the University; to obtain his reactions to the
propossl to establish a research center in Mexico; and to tell him ab
aboutvthe work of the Guggenheim Foundation.

Before I was taken to see the President I arranged for
Senor Luis Quintinille ( whose friendship I had gained last summer
in Washington¥ to show & copy of my report on the University and to
explain to the President the contents in some detail. nuintinilla
later told me the President had displayed the greatest interest in
the report and had asked & number of questions especially sbout
the materisl presented in the tables and graphs. nuintinillea also
sald that he had read %o the President a copy of the regulations
governing the Guggenheim Pellowships for Mexico and thet the
President had been very pleased to learn of this activity of which he
had previously been ignorant,

After the ground had been prepared in the above indicated
fashion I was escortied through several csrs filled with soldiers
and the henchmen and "protectors" of the Presidant and finally into
the private compartment of the President himself, I found him play-
ing chess with one of his sons. After I had been introduced to
Senore Ortiz Rubio and to other members of the Presidential party,
thePregident received me with the usuml Mexican coubdéesy.

The President-elect is rather heavy set and somewhat tsller
than the average Mexican of the Central Plateaun region. Hép rathex
dark cast of countenance lends support to his claim to be directly
descended from one of the ancient Tarascan tribal chie¥s, Alithough
only barely fifty-three yeurs of age, he seems much older thanks 1o
his sparse gruy hair and heavily lined fsce. In manner and appear-
ance he reminds one of an American College professor ~ full of gyears
and dignity.

I told the President something about the material contained
in my report on the University. He said that he had examined the
report with one of his secretaries and found it Muy interesante. I
asked him if he intended to support the movement mow on fool In
Mexico to build the new Ciudad Universitarias. He replied in the
affirmative. I then asked The Predident 1T he thought that it would
be feasible and desirsble for Mexico %To accept Tinancial assistance
for the new University in case offers of such help should he made
by Foreign (American) organizations. He said that he could think
of no good reason why if such offers were fortheoming, it would not
be both possible and desirable for lexico to accept them.

I then oullined very briefly the ides of establishing in



Mexico independent research organizations { for example, an
institute for research in economic and social problems or a center
for the study of health problems)., The Presidemt seemed to be very
pleased with the idea and said that he would give organizations of
the type mentioned any support that he properly ceauld.

The interview was closed by a request on my part to see
the President when I returned to Mexico. He replied in the Mexican
manner "that I had only to command him and I would find him at my
orders™,
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OFFICES:
OTis BUILDING INCORPORATED

810 EIGHTEENTH ST. N. W,
CAELE ADDRESS
RESERV

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Dec. 27, 1929.

Mr. Walter 3. Rogers,
522 Fifth Ave,,
New York City.

Dear Mr. Rogers:-

In a recent conversation with Mr, Eyler N. Simpson regarding
conditions in Mexico, we touched upon.the importance of bringing
together more complete information regarding the water resources
of Yexico. I am greatly interested in this as I initiated the
systematic measurements of streams in the United States some years
ago, and have had occasion to study conditions in portions of
Mexico in connection with various enterprises.

If convenient, I will try to call upon you sometime next
week. I have an appointment with Dr. F. P. Keppel at 3 p.m. on
December 31, and will hope to see you possibly before that time.

Very truly yours,
A, L i

e

¥. H, NEWELL.

FHN:YRJ



Jenuary I, 1930

Dear Professor Hudson:

I have seen your telegram of yesterday
€0 ¥r, Simpson Iin regard to his addressing a special ¥pPA luncheon
next sSaturday. I have the utmost confidence that he will do his
part well,

In the telegram you clso refer to Mr, Hopper.
He is not here, and I am uncertsain where he is or when I shell next
gee him, I sssume that you have arranged with him directly,

For your own information I think I chould
tell you that, due to }r. Hopper's condition of health, to his
doctor's advice that he should spend some months in & dry clinmate,
and to certain other reasons, he and I have agreed that he should
not now return to Russia, that he should go on what amounts to an
indefinite leave of abgence, and that the cuestion of possible re~
sumption of active service for the Institute will be left for con~-
gideration later on.

with best wishes for the new year, I am

Yours sincerely,



Joanmary 12, 1930,

Dear Days

Herewiti is Simpson's study of the National Umiversity.
A3 he explained the other aftercon, the university not having
published a catalogue for several years, he felt obligated to put
in many details which otherwise might well hove been omitted,

Judiclous skipping will reduce the study to & leanness
compatible with easy reading. 4s I am sending you the original,
piease return it when you crye through with it. No hurry, however,
You arce of course st liberty to have any or all of it copied.

3impson sailed yesterday for Huvana, vhere he is to %alk
with urbassador Harry Gugzenhiein, vwhose predecesacr, by ihe way,
never found out what Juba was a1l sbout snd in consenvence wag pers-
nitted to fade out of sight,

Ambggzador Guzgernheim has heen duly czbvled to e on the
lookout for Simpson, who carrizs a letizr of introduction provided
by Mr. Simon Cugrenhein., Simpson hopes to be odle to put over the
iea that Ambassador Guggenheim might do well to follow iir. Morrow
in the uss of experts. With his money, the Ambascador could easily
pay Tor several investigations into Cuban and Cuban-imerican problems,
And, incidentally, might thereby maeke =z great repulation for himself,

Thie being Sunday und 2 rainy one ot that, I have put in
a couple of hours el the typewriter thinking about Mexico und the
Institute., What resulted is 40 be found on the couple of sheets en-
clesed. Some old straw ies rethreshed, but nevertheless I am going
to ask you to read it, Furthermore, when you get to the parts
about Simpson zcting constructively, pleuse roczll vhat he is up
$o in Havana,

I was rathsr proud of the typins until I discovered several
minor errvorsl

With best wishes, I am

Yours sincerely,



Simpsonts instructions ars to understond Mexico and its
problems, domestic and forelgn, snd to make effective use of his
knowledoe end conitactso.

T UnGerstand

The procedure is for him to study each of the principal
problems in turm. In the case of ezch prodlem he is to read what
is available, talk with the people immedistely concerned, and to
see with his own eyes what is going on, After he has in this way
completed his general survey and comes to & broad understanding,
his task changes somewhats thereafter he isg to devote himself to
studying the acute »robleuns of the moment.

It quickly developed, in regurd to most of the problems
he approached, that there was a dearth of basic informetion and g
lack of trained persomnel working in the psrticular field, There
is even no relisble history of the country; much of the essential
source moterial has not been collected, 0 say nething about being
catalogued or made accessible,

His own broad survey wokk, if it is to be rmwre than "clin-
ieal impressionism™, must be based on o wide renge of studies nmede
by others., Realizing this, he was led to an intersst in the deveclop=
ment of research znd of regsearch technicisns.

This in turn led 4o an interest in gebvting imervicunsg to
study Mexican problems, in securing onporitunity for Texicans to study
in the United Stutes, and in bringing adbout provisicn for resecrch
in lexico by Mexicans.

Simpson interested several American zgencies having fellowe
ships to allot, and certain of these agencies zre now on the lookout
for men competent to, and desirous of, working on llexican problems,
fuite likely, several uwen will bhe so enynged within the next year.

The Guggenhelm Foundation is now crepared to grent fellow-
ships to Mexicans who desire %o continus their training in the United
States., Simpson helped on the arrangements, and he is secretary of
the selection committee setup in Mexico. In due time this activity
will be passed on io some one else.

With & view to focusing sveh zctivities and to providing
for research in Mexico by Hexicans, a plan was worked out for & social
sclence research center in ifexico, The project was submitted to the
Rosenwald Fund and to the Rockefeller Foundation,

Concurrently with the above developmente, Ambagsador ijorrow
wags having studies made {(mainly at hds own expense) of pending issues
and was encouraging the lMexican government to do research on its own
account, one of his aims being to put discussion between the two govern~
ments on the plane of d«aling with facts,

Furthermore, he had worked out the thesis that, for the long
run, satisfactory relstions between the two countries could only be
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maintained after lexico has become ressonably prosperoug and stabilized,
In this view, research efforts, that would help ilexieo develop polit-
ically and economicnlly, 2re of direct concern to the Aasrican people,

Simpson carried on one inquiry at the request of the imbassa=-
dor, who is theroughly poscted on what Simpson is doing and has given his
approval to the 1déa underlying the propvosal for a research cenber.

fhe proposal might have bheen drafted ﬁ;th o view to sotting
up & Joint lexican-imerican agency to study problems bearing on the rela-
tions of the two cowntries.

Taking inte considerction 'exican susceptibilities oud the fact
that a basic problem in the relations between the two countries is the in~-
tornal development of liexico, the project wes freved with the idea of mak=-
ing the center ss liexican -5 procticable from the begimming snd in the ex=~
pectation that it would, in dve course, be tsken over, in whole or in large
part, by the W¥atlonal University or by & liexican group that would emerge
out of association in the enterprise.

Under either scheme much the sang provlems would be studied and
Hexican~ mcrican cooperation brought about in resesych, exchinee of per-
somnel and esperience, eic,

There is nc intention trat simpsor should permenently dewote
himself to the direction of the proposed center, but rather it is the de~
sire that his imitiative und exverience be utilized in lelping it get in-
{0 a gtride.

It is certainly not the aim of the Institubte of Cuvrrent Torld
Affeirs to set up, in Hexico or elsewhere, elaborate research centers,
as adjuncts to its activities.

In the case of the CGuggenhein fellowshivs, simpgon deals di-
rectly with the officials of that foundation, The Institute is not an
intermediary; its varticipation extends merely to o willingness to per-
mit its representaiive to devote part of bhis tinme to such an activity.

In & modified form the same yprinciple would apply to the pro-
rosed resesrch center. It wuld not be an Institute activity, per se,
The Institute would not project itself needlessly into the situvatlon, It
would meke Simpson's services available, and it would guietly try to be
helpful and to carry out any clarical or sccounting operztions which fell
to its lot.

The question secms t0 have arisen whether the essential end in
view, underlying the pending proposal, cannot be achieved by & foundation
providing funds for research in lexico by ilexicana, the expenditure of
such funds to be controlled by the foundation itself acting through & rep-
resentative in Mexieo City.

without in any way disparaging such a plan, it does not appear
to the writer to be so good & one as that setforth in the pending pro-
posal, which is a brosder and more rounded plan, looking toward not only
financing research in ilexico by iexiesns but alsc the provision of s head-
cuarters for smericans working in YMexico, a base for the selection of lLexi-
cens to study in the United States, an asency wheredby reseurch detlwkidss



can be coordinsted and focused, & plece for conferences, eic, Such
a center,as ¢ going, onersting coneern, would be zn entity thet could
be telken over by the local university or by = group of Mexicans,

Moreover, if funds are provided for research in llexico by
a foundation having ample means, acting directly through its own agent,
there is little likelihood of other imerican agencies contribuling or
of money coming Trom Mexican sources. In the view of the writer, it
is desiruble that opportunity be offered for iexiden participution in
the finencing of any research undericken in thalt cowntry.

Ilowevevr, whatever gchene is sdopted, if Simpson's services
are desived in commection with 1ts development, the Institute will be
disposed L0 grapt him the necesgsary peraission.

g N

YVake BfTsctive Use of Knowlelge and Contacts

Picking up again the idess at the bveginning of this nemoran=
dum, Simpson's activity in encouraging research in and about exican
problems is not only & nebursl outecome of his own sxperience in that
country but it is In direct line with hls Instructions to act construct-
{vely, And his constructive activities have by no mesns been limited
tc what has been gstforth adove, He has worked with Jmbazssdor orrow
and with important lfexicaz officials., During She past few weeks he has
talked with forty-four people having some deinite concern with Mexico.
He has passed on to them his nowledge and iz tuking back %o lexico in-
formation and viewpoints that will bhe of use there, 4 full 1isz%t of his
useful activitias would require nnzes,

The aim of the Institute of Current 'orld Affairs is to de-
velop & number of Simpsons and in time %o have one covering each of the
important areas of the world. These men, singly or in cooperation, will
be studying the culstanding problens of the world and «ill be pertici-
pating, constructively end cooperatively, in s wide range of activities,

In general these wen will not he conducting highly particular-
ized research, but thay will be asserbling znd bringing t¢ bear on prob-
lems all date that hes heen mude svailsbhle znd will be helping Lo spread
throughout the world knovledge of socinl science ressarch itechniiues.

This excurcus intc the aims of the Institubte throws light on
3impsonts functions in the present situvatior, zs seen from the Institute's
standpoint, and it may also meke clenr that in the propsszl for & re~
gsearch center in Mexico the Instltute is not seeking funds for its omm
immediate purposes.

In due time, if experivents with three or four 3impsons proves
out, the Instidtute will be seecking funds -~ large funds - to cxtend i%s
activities by adding wore Simpsons to its stuff, 3But it is not seeking
guch funds now, ’

WER
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS
BERKELEY

Janvary 13, 1930.

Mr. Eyler ¥. Simvson,
Institute of Current World Affairs,
Fifth Avenue, New York Jity.

¥y dear Simpson,

You doubtless know that, in accordance with our conversations last summer, I
have applied for a Gugvenhelm Tellowship to carry on research in Mexico. In
view both of your interest in the project and your relations with the Foundation,
I wish to take this means of acquainting you with developments subsequent to

ny application to the Guggenheim Foundation, and not stated therein since there
had been no development .7 leciee

I have drawn up a project for a five-year program of research in rural labor
of the West and Southwest, and submitted this to the Social Science Research
Council in the person of Professor Mithhell, If granted, such a program would
not preclude spending some time on research in Mexico; indeed I should hope

to engage in such work very soon. On the other hand it would allow prosecution
of research on this side of the line without interruption.

You will understand that this indicates no loss of interest in the application
to the Guggenheim Foundation. On the other hand, you will also realize that

it represents a broader program, including some research in Mexico within its
scope. I want you and the Guggenheim Foundation to have all the facts before
you as frankly as I can sta~te them, whether anything comes of my project before
the Council or not, and I take this means of presenting them to you both.

In two or three days I am lea¥ing for Washington on a gquick trip which will allow
me but a day in New York. If you are still there, I shall hove to see you. If

I can shed any more light on this matter, call upon me; but perhaps Professor
Mitehell can tell you more,

Sincerely yours,



Jantary 14th,1930

Dear Dr. Xeppel:

Herawith is a copy of 3impsonts preliminary study
of The ¥Wational Univarsity of lexico, vhich he asks me to send
to you for your verusal mmd for that of President Butlers

He verhap s explained to you that becsuse the
university has not issuned a csatclogue for several years he
faolt obligated to include many details that micht otherd se
have been omitted.

Yours sincerely,
SR/
anclse



THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION

61 BROADWAY, NEW YORK

CABLE ADDRESS ©
ROCKFOUND, NEW YORK

THE SOCIAL SCIENCES
EDMUND E. DAY, DIRECTOR

Janudry 16, 1930.

Dear Rogers:

Many thanks for your Sabbath note. I am glad to have my
acquaintance with your views on Hexico thus refreshed and sharpened.
Frankly, I find myself rather completely in sympathy with the line
of analysis you have presented and really notmuch inelined to take
exception even when you argue that some of my recent suggestions are
not ag good as some of those originally offered by yourself! However,
there are times when we have to make concessions to forces which oper-
ate effectively even if they are not altogether rational in character.

Do not hesitate to fire additional shote my way whenever
the spirit moves you. You need not even wait for a rainy Sunday!

Sincerely yours,

Hr. Walter S. Rogers,

Institute of Current World Affsaire,
522 Fifth Avenue,

New York, N.Y.

EED:FiUR
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Apsrtado 538
Mexico, De Fe
Japuary 29,1930

My dear Johns

I have Just returned to Mexlco after an dbsance of almost two
months in the United States and it has occowrred to me that you might
be interested in beinz dbrought up to date on the activities of the
ICWA in Nexico =md points north asd saste With youwr vermission, I
will, in the interests of shortening what wuld otherwize be 2 vather
considersble volume, simply roproduce in more or less shorthand fashion
my notes on the tripe

I left Mexico on Tecember 2 and returned on Jauary 28. Dhoring
my zbsence I visited the following clties: Chicano, Wew York, Philadslphia,
Jashington, Chapel Hill, Boston, ¥Mew Haven, Princeton, Habana {Cubal, and
Chichen Itzda (Yucatin)e In these places, T had interviews with some
sixty new contacts md an undetermined number of other individuals
whom I had met on previous trips to the United Ststese

In general, a8 you msy see from the notes ziven below, the
purpose of my trip was four-fold: (1) To meet and talk &0 as many
ag possiblse of what Mr. Romers likes to call the "effectuals" with &
view to opening up new lines of activity snd thouzht and to spreading
the good word sbout %the work of the ICYA in Mexico; {2) to report to
the Fuggenheim Poundation the progress vhich I had made in my capacity
a8 exesutive secretary of the Comittes of Selection and peneral repre~
sentative of the Foundation in Mexico: {3} to furthsr the proposal to
ostablish a center for soclial and econcmic studies in Mexico by presmmé-
ing the present situation in Mexico with respect to studies of this typs
to the representatives of the various foundations to which we have sutmitted
the plan; and (4) to gather as many suogestions and ideas as possible with
refarance to the conduct of a center for social and economic studies
shonld such be estsblishad in Mexico.

In the two months precesding my deparbture from Hexico I was
occupied with a rather detalled mmd extensive study of the FNational
Dniversity of Nexico. I made this study partly to round off and complete
the series of educationsl rsports which I have been making from time to
time mmd partly to supply the Guggzenheim Foundation with the basis for
making a judgment of the type of preparation which thelr Mexican fellows
coming from the University will have. I took the completed report with
me to the Jtates and on the way up used it as an excuse for having an
interview with President-Elact Ortiz Rublo. {By good lueck the private
car of ths latter was attached to the train on which I was traveling.}

Ghicamo

The three or four days spent in Thicago were for the most part
token up with renewing my acquaintances at the University and in inspect~
ing the new Social Sclence buillding which had just been completed.

Among othsrs, I talked with Zharles Merriam, Elsworth Farris,
Be We Burgess, Sar Harper, and Leonard Whitee.
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The center of my activity during my sojourn in the States was
New York City. From iime to time, to be sure, short trips were made
to Philadelphia, Boston, etc., and these will be dealt with in due
soursge The following notes will zive you some idea of the new
sontacts made in New York and the reason for making them.

Mallory, Walter He - - Rosearch staff of the Council on Foreigm
Relations. Mallory explained the setup and program of the Council amd
the desire of the Council to have one of thelr men do & gensral survey
of Mexico.

Howland, Charles P. ~ - Also on the Council. Wished to interest
me In writing a chapter for his yearly compendium of Americsan foreign
rel ations.

Busl, Rsymond - - Gave me the general setup of the Foreign Policy
Asspolation of which he is the research dlrsctors

Chage, Stewart - ~ Iconomist. Is planning a three months trip to
Mexico in the near future. His ideas and sgEzestions for methods of study~
ing econoric problems of Mexico should be helpfule.

Davis, Norman H, -~ - Will be valusble for any future work of the
ICWA in Cubz. (ave we & letter of introdnction to Minister of Communications
in Cuba. Was very much interested in the Nationsl University and in the
problem of encoureging social and economic research in Mexico.

Guggenheim, Senator Simon - - This was a luncheon at which Roger
Williams Strams (son-in-law of tBe Senator and heir spparent in the business)
and Henry Allen Moe (Secretary of the Gugwenheim Foundation) were also
present. Later on, I was introduced to Qtto Meyers, official in the American
Smelting & Refining, and treasirer of the Guggenheim Foundation.

Iynd, Robert S. - - The executive seocretary of the Sodlal 3cisnce
Research Council. Lynd was greatly interested in whole problem of position
of the soclal sclences in Mexico and offered %o cooperat e with me in any
wey possible.

Platt, Re Re - —~ Head of the Department of Hispanlc American
Research, Americsn Zeographic Society. Both Platt and Isalah Bowman were
grateful for my offer to be helpful in thelr efforts to get information
out of Mexican geographers for the new maps which the AG3 1s making of
Latin America.

Lippman, Wolter - - Bditorial staff of the Wew York ‘Worlde This
was a luncheen at which Charlew Merz was also present.

Dugzen,Stephen Pe - ~ Director of the Institute of International
Bucation, and his son, Laurence Duggem, were both interested in the subject
of Mexican fellowships in the National University.

Keppel, Frederick Pe -~ ~ President of the Sarnesle Corporation.
This plent will undoubtedly grow and flower, if watered from time to time.

Harrison, Shelby - ~ Russell Sage Foundation. Had many
suggestions to make in re the general subject of resional and nationsl
plamning. Harrison offered to take care of any Guzoenhelim felloww that
I might send up for study in this fields




Thompson, Wallage - ~ Formerly lived many ysars in Mexico
snd is author of several books on the subject. Tow e'i tor of
Ingenieria for the McGraw Hill Publications.

Degvernine, R. T ~ = Associated with the legal firm of
Hornblower, Miller, and Garrison. Cuban, of Fraench ancestry; adviser
to Mexican govermment during the Jarranza regime; specialist in inter-
national loans.

Dgy, Bdwand B. - - (Head of Division of Social Sciences)
and Beardsley Fuml (Head of the Spellmsn Mund ) and Dy Willlam S.Carter
{of the Division of Medlesl Tdunecation), 211 of the Rockefeller Foundation.
These gentlemen {especislly Day) we hope will be helpful in a very
gpecific fashion in getting under way the proposed center for social
and sconomic research in Mexl co.

Mitchell, Wesley G. - -~ Go-Director with Gay of the National
Burean of Toonomic Resesrch. Had many suggestions to make in re ths
gonduct of a research insti tution.

Monroe, Vernon - - Represents my entre into the House of Morgan.
Gave me a copy of the Banker's Rgort on the Zeonomic ZJondition of Msxico.

Smith, Charles ~ - Head of the Forsign Dep srtment of the
Associated Press. Smith introduced me to I. A. Tindberg, Rasident
High Commisaioner of Nicaragusae.

Philadelphis.

The g ecial reason for going to PRlledelphia was to Glscuss
with Frank Aydeldtte ond Moe the problems of the Mexicon fellows of the
Guggenheim Foundation and to review the spplicatioms which had been
raceived to dates While I was in Philadelphia, however, Felth and I
were invited to the home of Williazm Rosenwdld {son of Julius) for dinner.
I also met Dr. John Relichel, Director of the ¥ ¥ ¥ulford & Co.
lsboratoriss. Dr. Reichel, through his recently acquired Mexicam
assistant, Dr. Jose Zozaya, has become very much interssited in the
subject of metiasl research in Mexico.

Washington

Due to the fact that I was in Washington during the Chrisimas
holidays it wss rather dif£ficult to find 2 number of weople that I wented
to ses. However, I did manage % have interviews with the following:

Merriam, John . ~ - wresidant of the Jarnsgle Institution
of Washington. The special reason for ssaing Merriam was to discuss the
work of the Insiitution in Yucatan and to et an invitation to the meeting
of the ressarch group in Chichen Itzae

¥oulton, Harold (. -~ « 3Brookings Institution. I saw Houlion
twice, both times with = view to getting his ideas on socisl seience
researche ‘

Johnson, felson Pe = - The now Minister to Shina, Ztanley
Hormbgck, the new head of the Division of Far Mustern Affairs, amd Tyler
Dennett, chief of the Divislon of Publications, represented my introduction
to the State Dgpartmente




Davig, J, 9. and Je A 3terrett -~ - These were the men
who made the siudy of economic conditions in Hexico for the Banker's

Commit tooe

Skvirsky, Borls - ~ Chilef of the Bureau of Husslan
Information. Was very interested to compare 3kvirsky's presemtation
of the peasant in Russia with nmy om knowledge of the peon in Mexdico.

Pasvolsky, Leo ~ ~ Brookings Inst itu tione.

Hewell, Fs H. -~ -~ Formerly head of the Reclamation
Jervice under Roosevelt. Had many suggestions concerning the methods
of making a suwsey of the power resources in Mexico.

Chapel Hill, N. C.

Chage, Harry We - = Presidant of the Unlversity of North
Saroling, and member of the Board of Tmstees of the Rosemwald Fund.
The purpose of my interview with Chase was to get his idsas on the
relation of governments to miversities. I became interested in this
subject in connection with my study of the Wational University of
Mexzico.

Rippey, Js Fred -~ -~ Professor of Latin Amsricam history
at Duke University md suthor of several books on Mexican-imerican

ral 2tions.
Boston

I was invited to Boston to give a talk before the
executive council of the Forsign Policy Assoeciation.

Hudson, Manly - - Professor of International Law,
Harvard University. Hudson is anxious to get Mexico interested In
participating in more intemational conferences.

Zdwin ¥, - ~ Professor in the Depariment of
Boonomies, Harvard, and co-director with Waslay Mitchsel of the National
Burem of Bcoonomic Researche.

Rich, Rsymond T, ~ - World Peace Foundation.

Xidder, A« T.o ~ - Hoad of the Musenm of Anthropology
at Andover and chief of the Division of Historical Research of the
Garnagie Foundation. Kidder invited me to attend the meeting of the
Carmegie group in Yucaitane.

New Haven

The trip to New Haven was for the purpose of gratifying
Moe's and my curlosity sbout the muchly advertised Institute of Human
Rel stions at Yales 78 spent the morning talking to Milton 0. Hinternitz,
< dean of the school of Mediclne, and W. 0. Douglass, professor in the Law
Department. Our curiosity was gratifiede
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Princeton

At Princeton I gave an infomal talk on Mexico before & group of
manwbers of tha faculty motten together by J. Te Gerould. librarisn of
the University. I arranged with Jerould %o find someons in Mexico to
do some bibliogrsphic work for the Amorican Libbsry Associations He
is sending me a check for $150 for this purposs. While at Princeton
I also had a talk with James Douglas Brown , director of the Industrial
Rel ations Seotion of the Department of ZEconomicse

Habansa, Cuba

Thanks to the letters of introduction from Mos and Senator
Guggenheim, I was recelved ite royally in Cuba by Ambassador Gumesnheim.
Outside of the Ambassador himself, the most Interesting contact whieh I
made in Cuba was with Srosvenor Joness formerly of the Department of
Commerce of the Tnited States, and now doing special research (unofficlal)
for the Ambassador. I met several other ‘mericans and Cubans who will be
useful whem we are ready to start a man in this aref.

Chichen Itza, Tucatam.

The purpose of the meeting called by the Jarngsle group in
Yucatan was to discuss the possibilities of expanding thelr activities
in this area. Up to the present time, as you will perhsps mecsll, they
have been largely ococupied with the excavation, study, and reconstruction
of the old Maya temples at Chichen Itzas They now propose to invite
students of medicine, biology, geology, ethnolegy, soclology, and whatnot,
to muke studles in this same area on the general theory that not only
would this be a very practicsl demonstration of the way to bresk down
the artificlal barriers between the vorious 3 acliplines, but that studies
of various stypes made within a single rsgion from various points of view
wounl d be more valusble thas the sane studies made in relatively unconnected
parts of the world.

At the meeting, besides Sylvainus G Morley (director) and the
nenbers of the resident srchasological resezrch sroup, there were also
pregsent F. M. Geines of the Dapartment of Blology of the University of
Michigan, G» C. Shattuck of the Department of Tropical Medicine of Harvsrd,
Ae M. Tozzer, Department of Anthropology at Harvard, Beorge 0. Volllant and
Cs L. Hay of the American Museum of Watural History, snd Roberi Redfisld, Depart~
ment of Anthropology of the University of Chicazo. The di scussions proved
to be exceedingly interesting and the vhole project strikes me as being an
eminently practical one. Albeit, I may say, in passing, that I was somewhat
disappointed that the directors of the enterprise are much more interssted
in historicsl research thon in the presemt-day problems of Mexlco and of
Yucatan.

HMy work during the next month will be pretty largely takem wp
with the affalrs of the Guzgenhein FPoundation. The Mexl can Commiftes of
Selection mests tsice during February amd I an now cocupied in preparing
the documents referring to the appllications of the varlous capdidates. In
March, I an hoping that Day will come down to look over the situation for the
Rookefeller Foundation.
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I am very saxious to hear gbout your own activities
during the last seweral months and 40 lesrn of your plans for
the future.

With best ragards to you and your lady,



THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION

61 BROADWAY, NEW YORK

THE SOCIAL SCIENCES CABLE ADDRESS :
EDMUND E. DAY, DIRECTOR ROCKFOUND, NEW YORK

January 29, 1920.

Dear Rogers:

I spent last evening loocking over Simpson's report
on the National University of Mexico. The report seems
to me an admirable document - clear, comprehensive and
illuminating. I do not think I have ever had a more in-
teresting time perusing sn educational survey. HNany thanks
for having placed it in my hands., It is being returned to
your office vnder separate cover.

Sincerely yours,

Mr. Walter Rogers,

Institute of Current World Affairs,
522 Fifth Avenue,

New York, New York.

FED:F¥R



