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In the latter part ol the year 1927, the Department o

Physical Education o the National University was combined with

similar &epartment which had previously been under the juris-

diction ol the Zinistry ol Education to orm the School o

Physical Eucation. The curriculum was completely reorganized

anl a lout-year course designed especially to rain teachers in

physical education or the public schools was projected.

-At the present time, the school does not have a builing

of its own. The classes are held in a few rooms loaned by a

secondary school adjoining the National Stadium. The stadium

is used for the practical courses in sports and athletic

activities. The activities of the School at the present time

are greatly curtailed by the lack of a&equate funs an housing

facilities. In the year 1928 (the first year which the School

was part of the National University) the total enrollment was

44 students. Of this number 18 were men an 26 were women.

This ..School offers courses leaing to a certificate of

Teacher of Physical E[ucation and Director of Physical E&ucation.

The entrance requirements are that the student be free

from contagious disease and physical disabilities, have satis-

factory character references, and have completed the secondary

school. ale students must be over 17 year s of age women

students over 15.

Those who re to study for the certificate of Director

of Physical Education must present a certificate of completion of

studies for Teacher of Physical Education.



0our sos

First Year

Biology,
Physics,
Pedagogy
Engli sh
Ethics

including
including

la bo rat ory
laboratory

5

Second Year

Anatomy
hemistry, including labortory
Psyhe.legy
History and p2inclples of physical education

Third Yea

Physiology
Measurements and first aid
Psychology
Theory of games: organization of amusements, distribu-
tion and organization of the department ef physical
e&ucati on

Personal, school, and public hygiene

5
3
3

Fourth Year

Phys iology of exerci se
Supervision of exercise
Medical examinations an& therapeutic gymnastics
History of philosophy, elementary
Organization and administration of physical education
in schools, stadiums, clubs and federations

3

Trlmestral courses in the theory nd practice
of various sports volleyball, baseball,
tennis, etc. --are given during the four-year
course above outlined.

The candidate for Teacher of Physeal Education must

write a thesis and pass examinations in theory and praetlce.

For the written thesis, the candidate will submit his subject

for approval by the Director; an& when the thesis is completed
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DETAIL 0F. EXPENDITURES BY DEPART 0 PHYSICAL EDUCATION
0 DS REOEIVED ROM AL SOU2ES 0R SALARIES

AND ALL OTHER PURPOSES 1927
(in pesos)

Yearly
Salary per Total AnnBl

Salaries and wages (Federal Government)
-or ;0- ySoaiEl,+6n-’10.00pesoS er ay......................
i Hea o the classes in physical educa-
tion in the National Preparatory School
at .00 pess per day....................

i Doctor at b.00 pesos per day............
Teachers ef hysioal eucatlen giving
classes 2 hrs. per day at 6.00 per day...

$ Teachers e physleal eaucaton giving
classes 1 . per y at .00 per a....

$ Ass’ ts in physleal education giving
clasmes 2 hrs. per y at .00 per ay...

2 Aecempanylsts at 2.50 pesos per aay.....

3,65o.oo

285.
,19o .oo

2, :]-90.0o

1,095.50

:L, 095.50
9:L=Z.5O

Total expenditures for all wages
salaries paid by the Ee[eral Government....... 32,850.00

_Salaries an wages (rondos proprios)..................

General EnBes_ +(Feleral Government
-i ++,+V;+V?....

640 .oo

225.oo
General ExP_enses :(rondos p_ropzios)
Equlpmen +6g-naSf,-+@o-splies, offiee
exense s, etc...,.................................. :1,.4,o69 .5

Statistics eompile from the Federal Budget for 1927 and
from figures supplied by the Auditing Department of the
Nat ional Univer si ty



a.n pro seato&, the Boar of Examiners will decide whether or not

it is to be accepte&. The examination in theory an& practice

will be n any subject of the course, but preferably in a/my,

physiology, physics, physiological chemistry, pedagogy, and

psychology, it being understood that laboratory &emonstratlon

may be required o: the can&idate. The examination in practice

will be given in any orm &ecided upon by the Board o Examiners.

The examitions in practice, and in theory, .will be

given together. The student whose written thesis has not been

accepte[ but who passes these examinations is obliged ohly to

submit a new thess; vice versa, the student who ails these

examinations but whose written thesis is accepted must take them

again.

Oandidates for the certificate of Director of Physical

Education must write a thesis an pass a four-part professional

examination: a written examination, examinations in theory, in

special practice, and in individual practice. The candidate will

choose the subject lot his thesis to be presented or acceptance

or rejection by the Board o Examiners. The examination in theory

will be in subjects such as the physiology o exercise, thera-

peutic gymnastics, organization and admlnistratlon o physical

education, the Boar assigni the can&iate a particular theme

on each o the above subjects. The special practice examination

will consist in the direction by the candidate o a group o

students in any o the ollowing exercises: calisthenics, rhythm,

aparatus, dance, or sports in general. The individual practice

examinations will consist of exercises and will last as long as

the Board eems necessary.



Iscellaneeus regulat i

Practical instruction ol the students will be given in

the National Stadium, in the athletic flei& of the School, or

in any other places the Bchool may choose.

Courses in rhythm and dance are &esigne& especially

for women students. Courses in baseball, aparatus, football,

boxing, wrestling, and fronton are especlally designed for men.

Courses will be given in theory, and in practice, ivided into

trimestral perlocls.

!nt_ena ti onal Relat i o ns of th_e Nati onai _nirs!_t_y ..an&.S.mr o.e__.

The relationsof the National University of exioo to

iversitles in other countries and to foreign ducatienal organiza,

tions in general are under the jrisdiction of a special department

known as the Department of University Exchange (Departamento de

Intercamblo Universitario). The chief activities of this

ment may be listed[ as follows: (a) the maintaini of a

Depart-

pe rmanent

school in exico City edieated to the teaching

the history of iexioo to foreign residents; (b)

geegraphy and

the organization

of a school during the months of December

teachers on vacation; (c) the maintaining

and January for exicsn

an &irection of a

Summer School (Escuela de Verano) which "offers an opportunity

to the citizens of other nations to study the language, history,

and literature of ,[exico, and to become acquainted with the social,

political, d economic problems of the nation ’’ (d) the publica-

tion of a bulletin containi material of interest to exican and

forei teachers; (e) the direction of a library &esigne&

especially for foreigners and Mexicans who wish to make stoics



the seientilic, literary, and artistic activities of he

nation and e Latin America in,general; and (f) the support and

encoagement el eican teachers and students in foreign

universities and ol oreign teachors and students in leicn

universi ties.

The total budget or the D@partment ef University

Exchange, exclusive o the amount expeded in aver o the ummsr

School, or the year 127 was 20,40.00 pesos.

During the last lout year s, the National University has

brought to Meico or courses o lectures or or special investiga-

tions many distinguished iorigners. Among others might be men-

tloned Pierre Janet an Germain Martin rom rance; Fernano .e

los Rios anl Casares Gil rom Spain; John Dewey, Walter Williams,

an Paul Ionro e rom the United States; and Peter Mlehlens rom

Germany. At the same time, Mexico was represented in foreign

countries by Ezequel A. Chvsz in rance and Spain, and 3ullo

imsnez Ruea in the United States. Ioreover, numerous students

were sent on fellowships during this period to study in various

foreign universities in Europe and the United States.

In 1927 there was hel in Iexico under the auspices of

the Department of University Exchange the first round table for

the discussion of the local and international problems of the

American nations. To this round table were invited a selected

number of visiting foreign teachers and students and an eual

nnber of exicans interested in socal problems an international

relations. The success o the lirst roun table le& to the

establishi of permanent organization known as the Inter-



DETAIL 0 EXPENDITES BY THE
O UNDS RCEIVE-D 0R BAIE

AND AZ OTHER PURPOSES IVROI,
in pe so s )

I tem

Salaries aria wagei (eaeral Gevernment)
iSSStaat- tb- -the ire0-0rin ehge of

social aetlvities at 9.00 pesos per
aay... 405.0o

59 Pressers pan at 9.00 eses ay.. .00
12 Teachers of varlous bjeets at .50

aay o 5opesos per ,...............................
20 Teachers el various sub jeers at ].00
pesos per day..... ...,...... i5.00
Teachers

at 3.00 pesos per day........................ 135.00
2 Teachers o rchaeolo anE Spanish art
(2 s. per week)at 2.00 pesos per amy....... 90.00

2 Ass’ts in the classes in phonetics
(5 hrs. per week) at 4.00 pesos per amy....., l.O0

2 eeters (2 s. per week) at .00 a Eay... i5.00
i Leader o excisions mt 5.00 pesos per
aa.. ................. ................. m25.oo

I Ass’t to the foregoi at .00 pesos per day. 135.00

Total wages and aalies paid by
the Rederal Goverent................................

aries and waes (ondos qprio_S}......................

General Expenses (eEerl Government)...........,.........

Yearly
Salary per, Total annmal

,e, 8o.oo

General Expenses (rondos p_rorios)

Upkeep an& runni expenses..............................
Building repalrs an addltiens.........................,.

177.68
6 ,- 4.89
,.54

Statisties eempile& from the Federal Budget for 197
and rem igures supplle& by the Auitlng Department
e the Natienal University



American Institute ef the National University ef exco. This

Institute has or its purposes: (a) to establish a library and

to collect documents and books which will be helpful in the study

el inter-American problems; (b) to deVelop and ement the cultural

relations between American tions; and (c) to organize anInstitute

each year er the discussion e inter-American problems. The

Institute has held two round tables o the type describe& above

in the years 128 n& 192 respectively.

Beginning in 1921, under the dlreetlen of the Department

e University Exchange the National University of eioo has oered

in a Ser School e&eh year or six weeks during the months e
July and August special courses in eican history, language,

art, llterature, an& social and ..eoonomlc problems. To this 8ohool

have come in the last eight years not only many erelgn students

(the majority rom the United States) but also s guest members

o: its aeulty many distinguished oreign teachers. The enroll-

merit has grown rom a ew dozen in 1921 to an average o 260

students per year during the last ive years. ity-one courses

were offered in 1927 by a teaohi sta o 54 teachers. The

total expendites of the Summer School in the year 1927 were

19,37.91 pesos. Of this amount 10,890.00 pesos were exen&e&
for salaries and 8,483.91 pesos for ilding repairs, books, and

general running expenses. (Table XVI) Although, as in most schools

o this type, the quality and the amount o work &one ,(espeeislly,

be it said, by the foreign students) is hardly of University

grade, the 8Ammer School, nevertheless, has been a distinct



success an& has made a valuable contribution to the cause

international understanding and o the &i sseminati on 0 knowledge

concerning the exican people.

Delartmental ..Libraris

In the analysis made above of each of the Colleges and

Schools in the National University, attention was devote& in each

case to a escription of the departmental library where such

existed. It remains to summarize the materials relating to the

&epartmental libraries and to make a few general comments relevant

to this subject. The various departmental libraries of the

National University were placed in 126 under a single aminstra-

tlve department known as the Inspeec6n de Biblloteeas &e la

Universi&a&. The object of this department was to centralize

and coordinate the work of the libraries with especial reference

to the classification and cataloguing of books. In 127 the

irst National Congress of Librarians was celebrated in Mexico

Oty and one of the commissions appointed by the Congress was

&irected to work ot a uniform system of classification for the

University libraries. In due time, as the result of a report by

this commission, the Dewey decimal system combined with the

Brusselles system was aopted. However, &ue to the lack of funds

and trained personnel, the catalogui of the books in the

departmental libraries on the basis of the new system has pro-

oeeded very slowly.

As has been intimated in the discussion .n oonneetlon

with the indlvi&ual libraries of the 0olleges an Schools, the



number of books in a one of the departmental libraries or in

all of them taken together is wholly inaaequate for an institution

seeking to give university courses. As Table XVII show, in 1927
the total number of volumes in all University lbraries was

81,17. The number of new books purchased for all librarles

combined in that year was 806 and the number of periodicals was

160. The total value of all acquisitions in the year 1927 was

6,802.99 pesos. The total expenditures for salaries and wages

in  927 wasSS,   2  e 0 0 pesos (Table XVIII). It might be aided

that this was in no respect an unusual year. The &istributio

of funds to the individual libraries varies somewhat from year

to year, but the tectal amount budgeted for the acquisition of

new books duri the years since the revolution has verage

abeut the same.

The law of 192 which reorganized the National University

f extco an mae it autonomous in one of its articles provi&es

that the National Library shall cease to be under the direction

of the Ministry of Education and shall become a dependency of the

University. It is therefore appropriate at this point to review

briefly the history an& present situation ef this institution.

The National Library of Mexico iS housed in the

San Agustn church erected by the Augustinians (1677-2) on the

site of a primitive church which was completed in 15I and

destroyed by fire in 1676. With its tile-covered ome in the

Mudjar style and its faca&e a maze of columns, friezes, and

carvings, the church of San Agustn is from an architectural



TAB XVII

ER AND VAL 0P B00K AND EIODIGAZS PCHASED BY
VAEI0 ,DEPTNTA LIBRARIES 0P EE NATIONAL IVERSITY

IN 1927 ANDPROXIA ER OP ,VOLS IN EAOH LIBRARY

ollege of

Soheol of

ellege ef
DemtlSty
onservatery
of

Sohooi
oliege ef
Chemistry
ollege of

Umlver sl
Library

Preparatory
School
Oellege ef
gimeeri

66.50 .8 77.68 .,oo4

4 o7,$o 3 375.8 483.o$ -,5o4

,66.o4 5,$58

639.6 .3,3x.

TaZ .6 4,74.zo z6o ,06o.:89 6,8o..99 8,9.7

Sttisties fmie by the Imspecoi6m &e Biblioteoae,
Umversiaaa Nacioal



TABI XVIII

DETAIZ OE EXP.ENDI TURES BY UNIVERSITY LIBRA21ES
0 FUNDS REOEIVED FROM ALL SOUROES 0R SAZ-ARIES

A AZZ OTHER PURPOSES 1927
in pesos)

Item

Yearly
Salary per

Salaries and wge_s (Ee_dera!_Geverent)
ul InSpector e- -llbraries at i o0 pesos a &ay... ,650
3 Zibrasn charge e libraries at
8 o0 92osos per ............................. 2, ,00
I Cataloguer at b.00 pesos per day.............. 2,190.00
6 ibrarians in charge o libraries at
6.00 pesos per aay.........................o... 2,190.00

I ibrarian in charge o the library o the
0onservatory o Music at 5.00 pesos a day...... 1,825.00

2 Ass’t librarians at $.50 pesos per aay.......: 1,682.50
i$ Dezk clerks at 4.oo pesos per aay............ 1,460.00

Total expenditures for all wages an& salaries
aii by the Federal Government..........................

Salaries nd wages (rondos prorios).......:...............

General Expenses (eeral Government)
foffice an mi-hore-enseS, ,.-,,.-,,,,.....................

Total Annmal
expend_t.es.

53,290 .O0

225 .oo

2,o6o. 89

Statistics compiled from the Budget for 1927 and from
figures supplied by the Audi.ing Department of the
Nat onl Univer sl ty



point o view one o the most interesting builings in Mexico

City. At one tim it was also one of the finest and wealthiest

o Oatholic churches and was possesse el vast landed estates,

many beautilul pictures, and a carved walnut-wood choir, the

estimated cost ol which was 240,000 pesos. The church became

government property with the passage of the reform laws (1859)

uring the administratlon of 3ugrez.

The central nave of the old church has been made into

the main reading room of the library. The books are shelved in

stacks reaching from the floor to the ceiling in the lateral

chapels and aisles. It is hard to imagine a more uncomfortable

or unsatisfactory place in which to try to work. The building is

always cold and damp; the light which filters through the high

(lirty) windows is inadequate; the labyrinth o chapels and

alcoves is confusing; the wooen lloor acts as a huge sounding

board that accentuates the slightest noise; anl over an in and

under all has settle the dust of the ages.

No man knows how many books there are in the National

Library. It has been estim..ted that of catalogue books there

are approximately 14,000 volumes. Ooncerning the number of

uncatalogue books, various guesses have been mae varying from

i00,000 to 250,000 volumes. The iiiculty ol estimating the

number o uncstalogued books arises rom the fact that most

these books (the majority ol them old manuscript volumes

theological dissertations, conventual records, etc. taken from

religious organizations) still remain in packing boxes or are

simply piled together on the floor.

Two systems of cataloguing are used in the library.

The so-called "old system" under which approximately 15,0OO books



recorded censlsts simply o a list o the becks by authors.

For obvious reasons, the method o catalegulng becks by simply

listing them by authors is eective and inefficient. Iereever,

many of the cards have been lost or damaged so that ordnarily

it is much saer when one wishes to find a given book to re!y

upon the memories of the older employees of the Library than upon

the card catalogues. The new system of cataloguing, called the

c_e&__ar!_o was intr o&uce only a few year s ago. (I t i s an

interesting commentary that ,no one in the library seems to know

exactly when the system was introduce. By this method, which

is similar to the familiar dictionary classification, some lO,O00

volumes including all the new acquisitions of the library in

recent years have been catalogued. Under the new procedure the

becks are numbered by alcoves, divisions, an shelves, but there

is, unfortately, no cumulative numbering of the separate volumes.

This means that in order to find any given book one must know the

alcove in which it is likely to be located. It also means that

it is impossible to tell exactly the number of books in the

lbrsry at any given tlme.

the year 1909, no funds have been given to the

National Library for the purchase of books. It is tue that from

time to time certain grants have been made by the government, such

as, for example, the grant of 30,000 pesos during the administra-

tion of Oarranza. For some reason or other, however, the library

has never actually received any money. On occasion, a beck will

be bought at the special request of some governmental official,

but the money for this purpose must be taken out of the funds

assigned for the general running expenses of the library. In

1927, 1 new book was purchase by the Library .
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DETAIL OF EXPENDITURES BY NATIONAL LBRY
0 DS RECEIVED 0R SAblES

E0M THE EDEEAZ GOV.ERNNT --1927
( in pesos

Item

Yearly
Slary per Total annual
I_nivi&na! _.Sx_Pen&it.eS

DirectOr of the National Library at
0 00 peso per day
Sub-Director at ll.00 pesos per day......
Chief Clerk at 9.00 pesos per aay,..........
01erks at y.00 pesos per day................
Clerks at G.00 pesos per ay................

5 dayClerks at .00 pesos per ......
Clerks at 4.00 pesos per day................
Stenographer at 5.00 pesos per day...
Stenographers at 4.50 pesos per day.........
WOrkmn at 5.00 pesos per day...............
Bookblnder at 3.00 pesos per day............
Chief anitor at 4.50 pesos per day.........
Guards at 4.50 pesos per aay.
Janltor at .50 pesos per day...............
Janitors at 3.50 pesos per day.........
Watchman at 3.5Q pesos per aay..............
Gardener at 3.0 pesos per day..............

7,3oo.oo
oi5.oo

,555..oo
,i90.00
,5.o
i,460.00, lO .00

6 .50
i5.oo

5o5 .5o, 77.5o, 77.5o
l, 77.5o
,o95.5o

79,935.oo

Statistics from the Budget for 197 offthe ,.e-eraiGvere.nt



Aside from the purchase ol books, however, the library

has other means ol obtaining new acquisitions. These are: (a)

gifts or donations; (b) books received under an old decree passed

&urlng the administration of Oomonfort which requires one copy

of every book published in exico City to be &eposited in the

library (this law, however, is not very strictly enforce); and

() books received by virtue of the copyright law which requires

the deposit of a copy of every book for which application is made

for a copyright in }exico. Under these various heaings, the

librs.ry receives on the average of 2,000 new volumes each year.

The general rule of the library is that under no cire-

stances is anyone allowed to take a book out of the library

building. By special provision, however, governmental authorities

an in some oases ether persons of importance re permitte& to

withdraw books under bond.

The daily attendance at the National Library varies

between 500 and 800 individuals, with an aversge of about 650.
Often, due to the fact that there are only 2% tables and- less than

200 chairs available, many of the patrons must perforce stand up

to

By way of marizi the present situation of the

National Library, the following paragraphs are quoted from an

article recently published by a well known Mexican writer.

"The building in which the National Library is located
is not only naequate for the purposes, but it is in the worst
possible condition. The walls and ceilings are so badly craeke
as to constitute a serious menace for readers atteni the
library... There are many books in the library, it is true; but
most of them relate to theology and seholastlc philosophy and are
therefore in this day and time very rarely consulted, and even
those books which relate to other subjects are so old an& out of



date as to be lmost useless... The system o card ctalogues
is not complete. The catlegulng epartment and the department
o bookbinding are so badly euippe that even the memory o them
causes one pain. The personnel o the library is totally
adequate and the salaries very low in relation to the amount
work which is &eman&e&." l (or salaries paid in 1927, see
TableXIX)

Univer sity Extension

The Department o University Etensien was establlshe

in 125 in order to devise a program for putting into eeet a

principle stated by President Calles in these words: "I firmly

believe that the ion o the intellectual and laboring classes

s one o the best means te insure the wellbeing e the nation.

The most important aetvlties of this Deprtment consist

the organization ef lectures and concerts, the establishing

University Extension centers, and cooperation with various private

and public rganizations interested in civic welfare. The total

amount expended in work of this sort in the year 1927 was

i0,580.67 pesos, of which 8,81.00 went for salaries

1,79.67 pesos for all other purposes. During the year in

question, official statistics list the following "acts" by the

Department: lectures on history, civics, sociology, economics,

hygiene, and literature, 06; concerts and festivals, 63;

86"social-service works and other cultural acts,

0th _r _!v_-e_Es!tY De_p_artments

By the law of 192 the following new epartments were

added to the Univer sity:

Institute of Geology
Institute of Biology
Astronomical Observatory
National School of Veterinary Medicine
National School of Agriculture
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The Institute of Geology was formerly under the jis-

diction of the Ministry of Industry Commerce an Lbor. The other

organizations mentione& above were epen&encies of the Ministry of

griculte. Due to the fact that these new departments are in

the precess of being completely reorganize&, aml that their Status
in the University has not yet beendetermined, no detailed nalysis

of their actiVities is given in this report.

THE PROBM O HIGR EDUCATION IN MEXICO

As has been pointed out in previous studies of this

series (see especially Educational Stu&ies, Serles, l, Numbers 7

and 8), the problem of education in exioo is primarily a problem

of: () raising the standard of living of people who are for the

most part living at a minimum level of subsistance; an (b)

intsgratlng a nation at present composed of disparate cultural,

racial, and geographio faotors and forces. In oher words, looked

at from the point of view of administrative prooede, the eduoa-

tional problem in Mexico is: on the one han&, the &evelopment of

a public school system (especially primary schools in the rural

areas) eioate to wiping out illiteracy and raising the economic

cultural levels of the people; and, on the other hand, the

traini of leaders who can not only plan and put into effect

this educational program but also leaders who can grapple with

the many social, economic, and political difficulties and questions

with which the lexican nation is faced at the present time.

Obviously, it is to the solution of the second part of

the problem of e&uoation as here state that the chief contribution



must De mae by the National University. In other words, state%

somewhat more formally and in more detail, the functions of the

National University of exico, in the opinion of the present

writer, should be:

1. To furnish to the citizens of }[exico those types of

professional training for which there is the largest demand and

which can be given most ppropriately and most economically at

hole

2. To conduct research besring upon the major physical

economic, social, and educational problems of the country.

5. To cultivate and maintain intimate cooperation with

all governmental and private agencies concerned with the formu-

lation of knowledge and its diffusion among the people.

$. To play an active role, through its representatives,

in raising the intellectual, social, and moral standards of the

community in which it is locate& an& of other communities.

5. To serve as the principal focal point for the

preservation, interpretation, an& &evelopment of Mexican culture.

Probably the best answer to the question’"Is the National

University of lexico fulfilling its proper functions?" is to be

:ouncl in the conclusions appended to a report summrizing the

progress of the IIniversity during the four years of President

Oalles administration. These conclusions reaa in part as follows:

"The worker the National University#is far from perfect,

or complete, hut imparti8.1 observation of the a,coomplishments

during the last four years indicates that the Nstonal University
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f 6xco hs not ben stationary but has mae every effort within

its power to fulfill its high social mission in the national

educational organization.

"Certain factors have favored this development: the

interest the President o the Republic has taken in the University;

the sincere and pronounced assistance given by the Ministry of

Public Education; the intelligent and cordial cooperation of the

Directors ol the Schools and C611eges with the Rector; the growing

interest of the teachers and students more marked in some depart-

ments than others) who thigh still at times dlselpllned have

displayed better feeling tewsrd the University which they claim

and defend as their own; the general sympathy wieh the University,s

work has awakened in various classes of Mexican society and in

or eign groups.

"But there have also been unfavorable actors. There

still many educated people especially hal-educs,ted people

who continue attacking the University as they havi’iattacke& it

since 1910, considering it something exotic, something super-

fluous within our educat ional and soclal organizat ion. There

have been those, too, who believe that the University ha.s not

been contributing as i.t sheba contribute to the solutlon of the

problems of exlco and that it must be completely reorganized.

nally, even within the University itself, there are teachers

who, ignoring- the diverse details of the University’s work,

criticize it, without suggesting effective remedies and without

o!laborating loyally and sincerely in the work of improvement.



"The University has tried to answer all these objections

and attacks with the results which it has aehleve, modest though

they are and, albeit, accomplishe& with greatest difficulty. Of

course, the University does not deny the deficiencies that still

exist nor the necessity that remains for making an effort to

correct them; but it should not be forgotten that the University

was born on the eve of the revolutionary movement, that it has

lived during the difficult)<, abnormal period brought about by

the revolution; and that it has had to defend itself constantly

from its own people an outsiders, without stopping its efforts

to serve the country.

"It is indispensable that those authorities, teachers,

and students who make up the University understand the role this

class of institution plays in modern democracies and above all

what the National University can and should contribute toward the

progress of ,Iexico... It is urgent that the institution be able

to count on necessary funds for its work; not only on those which

the Federal Government allows it in the Budget; but also on those

contributions which it may look forward to receiving from its

graduates, philanthropists, public spirited citizens, and all

those who believe that the University must become one of the

decisive factors in the material, moral, economic, an& social

development of the Republic. It is necessary that the Universlty

have a College of Sciences which will not only elaborste pe

science and give Mexico an opportunity to contribute however

modestly to the enrichment of the scientific knowledge of the

world, but which will also enlighten us more and more with respect

to ot own country and permit us to take advantage, more

intelligently and more effectively, of our riches. While this



Oollege is being established, we must have the laboratories and

libraries indispensable for the work of the vrious University

departments; and, if possible, we must begin to aid those

individuals outside of the University who could carry on

investigations if they had the proper teohnicsl and pecuniary

recourses to permit them to dedicate part of their life to

disinterested work. Finally, it island will continue to be

absolutely indispensable to take advantage of all opportunities

for the material and spiritual envigorization of the University,

for giving it greater cohesion and inner force, greater prestige

and respect, and for making it possible for the University to
21

exercise the social function that is incumbent upon it."

rom the foregoing statement we may select several

points for further comment.

The "Grad@" of Work Done in the National University

From the .material presented in the analyses of the

Oolleges and Schools which make up the National University, it

should be apparent that the work presente in a nber of the

&epartments is not of University grade, at least as the term

"university" is generally nderstoOd in the Unite Stats.s. This

statement is not based upon any attempt to pass judgment upon the

materials or methods which characterize the courses offered in

the University but rather upon the simple test of entrance require-

ments and the time required to obtain a degree in any given ease.

From Table XX and Ohart III, it appears that only 6 departments

n the University^leaing to egrees which require four-year study



and which require for entrance at least sic-years primary and

four years preparatory training. If the courses offered by

these departments are ranked as being of university gra&e,"

it will be noted that in the year 1927 only 2,218 students .or

24.7 percent ef the total student boy of 8,940 were doing

university work as this term has here been deined.

In the year 127 the total teaching sta21 o2 the National

University was 897. Of this number, 696 were listed as "teachers"

and 201 as "ssistants." (Table XXI) So far as the writer has

been able to iscover, in the year 1927 the full-time teachers on

the staff of the lational University har&ly nmbere over a dozen.

Almost without exception, the classes in the National University

are taught by men either engaged in the practice of their profession

or in business; men who give one or two classes in their spare

time as a means of adding to their income. The menbers of the

University faculty do not maintain offices in the University

buildings and are not avai+/-able for consultation with the students

outside of the classroom. Except in rare cases, it is unknown

for a University professor to be engage in remearch in connection

with the subject which he tsaches. In a wor&, teaching in the

University is not regarded as a profession to which a man devotes

his best eiorts and all o his time.

One of the chief:reasons for the present situation with

regard to teaching in the National University is the lack of

security in academic tenure and the lack of stability in the

curriculum and program brought about by the constant introduction

politics into the afalrs of the University. It may be that



Courses O

STUDENTS IN THE NATION UNIVERSITY TAKING GOURSES
O "UNIVESI ADE" AS C0ARED WITH STUDENTS

Entrance ReqUirements ])atlon
Pri-mi -seeo Prepare- univer si ty

oilege of Medicine- Generai eai--n
e!ege oZ Denti try

O_l!ege 0_ En/gaeerlng

HinE Engineering
Electrical Engineering
Oil Engineer ing

College o 0hemlstry

School ot ine Arts

olege 0 W
SoClal sciences-
a@’ervin "LE

Total
En-
rollment

3 2 6 ,254
S 4 o9

3 2 5 5-

3 2 5 5

3 2 5 5o

3 2 5

All other Oourses

-Nmrsng
College of Engineer-; T0"ogr-phio Englneerl

llegesft 0hemlsty a P.

Pharmceut Lcal Ohemls try
011 Chemistry
Pharmlsty
Metali
Pharmls try Assl stants

School of Inaustrlal Chem.
Naio_nal Se6i of-Fine Ats

Painter 6
Soulptor 6
Engraving 6
Iechanieal Drawing-Workmen

i 2
i 4

3 i 3
6
7
03 i 3

3 i 3
3 i io
3 i

34
1 l.i

6-9 ii
8 18

5 i,i6i

5
3 97



TABLE

Plue
Simple Orohes%zal Instrtents
A&vance. 0chesal Insn.
Horns
Piano
Organ
Composition
Elocution

Prof. Seoonary Schools
Director Primly Schools
School Inspeete

National Preparatory School

0fflce ork 6
All other coses 6
Summer School an Kin&er_gar ten
School -ofPh-soal Eauoatlon
Gl-aoi6n G6me" -Soho’oi

166

Datlon Total
gniverstty En..
0curse rollment

7 6
7

9 z8z
b i0
9 zSz
3 z39

3 z-3 z
3 -3
3 -3 3
3 -3
3 :L-Z Z,479

5 6z9

38z
Not part of University in 1927
Not part of Universlty in 19S7

3 _360

6,7

A course of’nlverslty Grae" is &eflnea as one of at
years’ uratlon with entrance requirements of at least
primay an four years’ seoon&ay trainlng.

least four
six years’

Statlsts from Notca Esta&stiea sobre ia E&ucaoi6n Pdbllca &e



TABZE XXI

T0HING AND OTHER R0NZ
BY THE NATI 0NAL IVERSI TY

Teachers tants

Preparatory School lO
0ollege of Medicine
Oollege of Dentistry 9
0ollege of 0hemistry an& Pharmacy
College of Engineering 72
College of Law an& Social Sciences 5O
0ollege of Philosophy an Letter s

and Teachers College $2
Ser School
School of Public Administration 29
School of Fine Arts 62
SchOol of Sculpture 1
Conservatory Of usic 65
School of Physical Education l

696

A&minis- Jani- Work-
tration tore men

8 5
1 l

a 5
1 l

ots 2e 3 89 5

Statistics furnished by Department of Statistics, Ministry
of Education, Notioia Esta6[fstioa sobre I E&uoacidn Pblica




