AMERTCANIGM CROSSES THE RIO GRANDE

On Januery 21, 1928, the two lsading morning news-
papers in Mexigo City featured an‘%&tiels written by the ene
inent Mexiean attorney, Lic. Luils Fasquivel Obregdn, apropos
of a speech which had just been delivered at the Sixth Pen
American Congress by thﬁt great American statesman, Calvin
Coolidge. 7

"Many have critized Fresident Coolidge's speech",

wrote Sefior Obregdn, "as & medley of commonplaces com-
bined with a welighty literary etyle. I, nevertheless,
belleve that this speeech 1s most profound, It all dee
pends on how you look st it. Since lr. Coolidge has

set the example of treating of serious things in the lan-
guage of poetry, I feel that 1t is fitting that I should
recall a fable of our immortal José Rosas which I stude
ied a8 8 boy in my school books, This rabia relstes:

Onee, when & gentle lamb did feed

¥ithin s wide and spacious mead,

She saw approach her fettered gate

The erafty wolf - disconsolate,

Thé lawb enquired of her visitor

With timorous glance that did abhor -

"Jhat can I do for you; Sefior?"

"I come to seek,” the wolf replied,
*The herbs that in the forest bide,
The sparkling water in the spring;



For a frugal life is & noble thingl”

#put I know full well that you devour

The flesh of lamb - when in your powerl"

"All that belongs to times long past,
My barbarous progenitors I blast.
Suecculent roots form my repast,

A wvegetarian am I at last.”

"Phat you are no longer & cannibal

Is little short of a8 nirascle,”

*Youlledmire, I'm sure, my noble life,
Devoted to study and avert all strife,

I detest all slaughter and despise a plot,
Por with the good life I have cast my lot.
of my good intentions I would give proof
50, good lamb, hold not aloof,

But in yon forest of dark green fir,
Softened with necdles and smelling of nmyrrh,
Let's pasture together, my good sister."

"Jince you are 8o kind, I gladly consent.”
And she lifted the bars, - poor innocent ...

*1 do not think thaet it is necessary for me to come-
plete the fable. From what has been said it is plain
that Mr. Coolidge's speech is more profound than it ap-
pears at first glantC@evescccosnesvrvcnossvnssnnsvannnne

"Why does the great and powerful United States pre=
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fer to parody the fable quoted above? ... Thy does Hr.
Coolidge prefer to pass es lgnorant of history and to
lie openly when he says, for exsmple, that the wars on
this continent have bad ag thelr objeet the enlarging
of the horizons of liberty, and to say this in the pres=
ence of an audience that knows that the war which most
disturbed the American continents, the invesion of Mexico
by the United States, bad for its pwrpose to widen the
horizons of negro slavery and to despoil 2 neighboring
nation? The answer is simply that the United States,
paﬁarful as she is, does not find it eaﬁvenisnt to honeste
ly declars the omnipotenee of her power and thus gain the

hate of menkind,.®

In the same month of Jenusry 1928, 12,000 people in
Hexieo City swarmed in a great wob around the doprs of a large
building in the center of the business section, knocked down
policemen, broke windows, pulled each others hair, pushed and
shoved and trampled -« What? Ancther vevolution? No, they
were simply trying to catch a glimpse of the latest model of
a certain wekihkﬂewn autonoblile wnich a very prosperous citie
zen of Detroit, Michigen, United States of America, had finale
ly revealed to an expectent and breathless world. In the
seven days following, during which the "machanieal marvel of
the age” was exhibited, in all 40,000 Mexicens came to pay
their respects and some 2,000 of them left orders for cars.
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gggggg If I were asked to state what is the most important,
INFORMAL the most significant, the most Tundanental fact bearing upon
RELATIONS
i the destinies of the Meoxican people, T would answer without
hesitation: ths tvanscendant fact sbout Mexico is the United
Staten,

And by this I do not mean the ﬁnitea States ag 2
sovereipgn state, a political entity or a militsry power. Nany
books and articles heve been written and many speeches have
been made on the subjlect of lexicane-American relations in terms
of boundaryy disputes, diplomatic contiroversies, military in-
terventions, clalus conventions etc, I do not wish to mininmize
the inportance of these matters which everywhere enter into the
regular traffic between nelighboring nations, I believe, howe
ever, that what we may call the gocumentary and fomel relations
between two countries are in large part the outgrowth of and
are determined by their undocumented and informal relations.

In this lecture, accordingly, I propose to give only
slight emphasis to the relations between the two sovereign
stetes, Mexico and the United States, and to place mejor em-
phagis upon the relations of these two eountries conceived ag
scononmie and cultural éntitias. When I say, thersfore, that
the most iuportant Tact about Mexico is the United States
what I mean is: Mexico happens to live next door to the most
powerful economie and industrisl nmachine in the worid; the
implications of this proxinity both for the present and future
life of the Hexican people cannot be overemphasized.

In other words, I feel that the threat for Mexico
of further territorial conquest and political dominetion on the
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part of the Unita@ Stetes as implied in the remarks of Luls
Esquivel Obregdn is mueh less to be feared and of much less
significance for the future of Mexico thaa the mensce of the
congueat of American machine culture illustrated by the incle
dent of the excitement over Model A of the produets of Mr.

Fordts factorias.

In the words of the lexicen writer, Josd Juan Tablada,
Mexico iz threstened hy
"a plague more terrible then the Coeoliztli and the

Maztlagehuatl which docimated the renks of our Indian

forefathers, and more fatal *than the colere which devase
tated us in later times - /[ a plagug/ which is diluting
our blood, softening our bones, turning owr merrow to
water and, worst of all, weakening ourl WillSsseseesrsses

*1 do not exageerate.... the vest msjority of Mexico
is contaminated with Americanization, ané an untoward
gringoism..... We are atiacked by the vain msgalomania of
an elsphant Inflated with pure air... Telephones, redios,
vietrolas, tin Lizzies, typewriters - nechanismng all, not
to meke life eassier but to complicate 1%, not te liberate
ug but t0 ansluve UsS<... Machines whdeh polson us with
their smoke and brubalize us with thelr deafoning n0iseseee
And all this material and moral bankruptey, polarized
around Wall Street and the gangrenous [/ institution of /
prohibition, and having for its equator the girdle of the
Venus of Hollywood, that eitadel of sex appeal -- that is
what we take for grandeur, what we judge to be a worthy
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model and what crotesquely and Tatefulliy we imitate',

Now these are hard and bitter words but they illue
minate a social process and they express an attitude whiech
is becoming more and mmre'aammgn in Mexico. It is oy purpose
in this lscture to seek to snalysge both the process snd the
attitude, '

Whet eviéenée, if any, exipts to warrant a tirade
such as that which I have just guoted? Is the process which
the anthropologists call culturael mipration and which the
victins thereof call ecultural imperialism & ponderable realw
ity in Mexican~American relations? VWhat are the Mexicen re-
actions to the outworkings of this process, real or imegined?
In order to snswer these and aimilar questions, let us first
examine the facts in the case. What is the evidence in sup~
port of what may be called the loglc of economic and cultural
imperialisn?

The Testimony of trade stutistics or the United States

Honopoly of Mexicen Commeroce

The history and present status of irade relations
between tho United States and Mexico nmay be svmmarized as
follows:

{a) Por twenty yesars and more ithe United Stetes has been
far and awey Mexieo's best customer. Since 1900, the United
States has never fuiled %o buy esch year at least 60% of sll
that Mexico had to gell to foreign countries and in some years,
notebly 1920, mwore than 854 of Mexico's exports have gone to

the United 3tutes.
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{b} At the opresent time, although all ¥exican exports
have fallen off markedly sinece 1926, the United 3tates is
8311l buying on the average { i.e. Tor the five year period
1925 - 30} 65% or around 387,000,000 out of the total of
582,000,000 pesos worth of goods which Vexico exports each
year.

The next best customer which Mexieo has is England, Dut
England has only been buying on the average about 9% or around
52,000,000 & year of the 582,000,000 pesos worth of goods
which Mexioo has to sell.

{e¢) On the import side the shbory is essentially the same,
Since 1904, the United Stabes has always sold lexico more than
half of all that Mexices bought from forelen eouniries and in
some years { notably 1924 ) slmost three~fourths of Mexico's
purchases abroad have been made in the United States.

(8} At the present time the United States is selling to
Mexieo on the average of 697 or avound 249,000,000 out of the
totel of about 364,000,000 pesos worth of gonds which Mexico
buys each yesy from foreign countriss,.

The only other countries which have even a "look in
on the Mexican market are Germeny and England and these two
countries combined secount for only about 15% of all the goods
imported each year into Uexico.

The preponderance of the United States in Mexico's
commerce and irade relations is so grest ss to amount almost
to a monopoly. For many years the United States has been lexico's
best customer and gradually and inevitebly the United States

has become Iexico's best market., What ilexico sells, for the
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most part, she sells to the United States; what Mexico burs,

for the most part, she buys fron the Tmited Shates.

The charts before you represent the distribution by
percentage of Mexico's forelign trade from 1900 to 1930, A
conparison of the black sections indieating the United States?
share in Wexico's imports and exports, with the sections cole
ored red, blue ete repreﬁeﬂtiﬁg the zhare of wveriocus other
gountries are o vivid and striking denonstration of what [

have jJjust tried to put into words,

The testirony of investment statistics - or the domina-

tion of the doller

In the abaence of thorough and complete studies it
ia impossible to state @ith more than approximate ascouracy
the extent of the American Tinencial stake in Mexieco. Dut of
the fact that, over =2 long period of yosrs, despite revolu-
tions, political disorder and vwhatnot, the flow of American
capital into Mexlco has besn steadily and persistently srow.
ing in volume there can be no douht.

In 1925 $he United States Department of Commerce
estimated the totel investments both dirsct and indirect of
gitizens of the United States in Mexico to be about $1,280,000,000.

Dr. ¥ax Winkler in s reecent study published by the
Yorld Feasco Foundsation raises this figure and states thet
"a conservative estimate’ would place the total indirect end
direct investments of American citizens in Yexioeo at a eool
billion and a half dollars.

A 8%3111 more recent study hy the United States Do
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partment of Commerce of direet investments only { i.e. not
ineluding government bonds and other types of so-called
*portfolior investments } indicate that I, Yinkler's fipgures
Tor the amounts Invested in agricultural lsndes snd the oil
industry, for example, are probably too high, '

According to the United Statesiﬁapartmsnt of Com-
nerce, our dlreet investments in Mexico in 1930 wers distrib-

uted in rommd nuthers as follows:

Uanufacturing $ 6,000,000
Wholesale and retail selling 9,000,000
a1l 206,000,000
Mining and smelting 830,000,000
Agriculdurse 58,000,000

Communication and transportation 164,000,000

Miscellsneous 8,000,000

Total % 682,000,000

Iif we add to these Tigures the lMexlcan federal,
atate, municipel, and railroad bonds beld by American cite-
izens, the grand dotal of all invesiments, direet and indie
rect, by Americans in Vexico will undoubtedly reach the bil-
lion dollar nmark -~ and with room to spare.

A% the turn of the centuryy, sccording ka the best
estinate availaeble, American investments in Mexico amounted
in round nuwbers to 1185,000,000. In leas than 30 years this
sum grew to over a billion dollars -~ an increase of sonme-
where sround 4506,

A billion dollarsy And still the dollsr marches



10
merrily on to new conquests and to bigger and betiter invest-
ments. In the last three or four years, for example, the
American and Foreigzn Power Company has poured American capital
into Vexico %o the tune of millions of dollars a year, buying
up British, Cansdian, and native light and power plants and
other publie utilities. |

Americans own 8% of all the privately held land in
Mexico or a little more than half of all the forelgn holdings,
Over 174 of the money invested in manufacturing snd industrial
eatablishmente is American oapital. Ve control well over helf
of the oil industry in Hexlieo. We own or soantrol sbout 80% of
Mexico's gold and silver. With the excepiion of Canads and

Cuba, the direct and indirect investments of Americen citizens

and corporations in Mexico exceed by meny wmillionsof dollars

our investments in mny other country in the world, Our dom-

insnce of Mexico's foreign trade is more than equalled by our

donminance of the Yexican investnment field, The American dole

lar religns suprene.

The Testino
of Americanization

7 of Cultursl Penstration or the Ascendsne

Up to this point in our considersation of the case of
the Mexican pecple vs. American econonmie and culturel imperiale
ism, we have heord the testimony of two siar witnesses. We
have before us the facts in the case in so far as these facts
are revesled by ihe statistics of trade and investment. Dut
these figures are only indices - they merely indicate the bare

bonas of the structure of lexican-American soeio-economic re-
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~lations. We must now turn to another aspect of the case
and review snother type of evidenecs. We must shift the
emphasis from econonmie statisties to cultural $raits and
see what this flow of American goods and dollars means for
Mexieo in terms of the habite and customs of the peopvle., To
whet extent are things, modes, atiitudes and ways of life

typically Anmerican crossing the Ris Orande?

%ﬁ&L§§I~ Before seeking to answer this guestion I would like
to remind you that any attempt to estimete the influence of
the culture of one cowniry on that of another necessaerily in~
volves a certein amount of traffic with imponderables. If
you were to back me up asgainst a wall and ask me point blank:
What do you mean by "typlcally American ways of life? I an
gure I could not give you a rigidly scisntific answer and to
an even less degree would it be possible to say what is neant
by "typically Mexican", When I seek, therefore, to indicate
the extent to which the typically Americen is changing or
supplanting the typieally Mexican, I am, in the absence of
detalled and almost impossibly complicated anthropological
studise of s large nunber of carefully defined separate ecultural
tralts, perforece dealing somewhat in personal impressions,

¥oreover, I should like to recall to you the fact that

due to lack of communieations, and to geographical and histor-
jcal factors, a large part of Mexieo is still relatively une
touched by any outside influences, be they American, Spanish
or otherwise, The evidence whiech I am about to present to you,

therefore, of American cultural penetration below the Rio (rande
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applies mainly to the larger urban centers and, generally
speaking, 1t becomes less and less significant as we move
down: the scale of population from the metropolis of Mexieo
City %o the small Indien settlement tucked away in the moune
tains or tropiecel foresis. ‘

Finally, we must remember thet the Unlted States is
not by any means the only country engeced in the great out-
door sport of imposing with or without malice and forethought

its kultur on other folks.

As & matter of faet, if time and the logic of wy
~subject permitted, I might make out a very good case proving
the diabolie atbenpt of our neighbor to the Sonth to Mexicanize
the United 3tetes! I might point out, for exemple, the fact
that during the laet fifteen yvears hundreds of thoussnds of
Mexicans have been pouring across the border so that at the
present time there are, in all, probably 1,000,000 Mexiecan
citizens living in the United States, or approximately 500
times as meny Mexlcana in the United States as there are Amere
ican citizens living in Mexico,

As Paul Taylor has put it:

*The Mexicans are here - from California to Penne
sylvania, from Texas to Minnesota., They are scattered on
isolated seetions along our western railroads... they are
established in colonies in the agricultural ¥West and Southe
west whieh form, in places, from one to two-thirds of the
loecal population. They have penetrated the heart of ine

dustrisl Agerica; in the Calumet steel reglon on the southe
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ern shores of Lake Michigan they are numbered in thou-

sands; in eastern industrial centers by hundrsds, And

they have mede Los Angeles the second largest Mexiean

eity in the world.... The stamp of the HMexican migration

[ on Americen culture/ will be visible for generations,”

| I might point out thet there aﬁe over & hundred news
papers published in Spanish in these United Stetes, One of
these newspapers in the state of New Mexico, bears on its peast-
head the motto "To Create Interest in the Langusge of Dur Fothe
ers" - and they don*t mean Pllerim Fathers, either.... Accord-
ing to a recent Aspociated rress dispatceh over 50,000,000
tamales are consumed each year in lLos Angeles, 20,000,000 in
Chicego, and 10,000,000 in San FranciscOe««....s Who can esti-
wate the insidious effect on our American culture of Ramdén No-
varro, Dolores aei rfo, Lupe Vélez, Lupita Tover, Delia Uampafia,
José wdjica and all the rest of the cherming Mexicens who seem
to be supplanting both NHordics and Semitics on our movie screens?
wnwse What would Venity Fair be without the drawings of José
Covarrubias? What about the invasion of the United 3tates by
the Mexiean artists, Lufs Hidalgo, ¥atfas Santoyo, Clemente
Orozeo and Diego Rivera? .s.»ese What nation but Mexico ever
had two American book eclubs select within s month of each other
reports on its people, its customs and its life?

Bo, it's a poor rule which dossn't work both weys
and we may yet see the day in the United Stotes whem books,
newspaper 6ditoriels and public demonstrations will ery out to
the high heavens sgainst the "Colossus of the South”, "the lexe

ican perilv”, and the “conquest of the tamels”,.
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I say we oy, but as & metiter of fact, I doubt i%;

for although the cultural inflvence of Hexico on the United

States ls nuch more profound and fer-resching than has been

generally recognized, it is hardly the proverbial drop in ths

bucket compared with the grest and prowing stream of cultural

influBnces flowing in the other direction,.

ADVERTISING

A T

Piek up the Sunday edition of either one of the prine

cipal morning newspapers in Mexico City and what do you find?

Ist us look at the advertisements fivst. Doess this sound fa-

nuiliar to you:

prafer,

Hinds Honey and Almend Creanm ( Keep Your White (siel)
Bkin Swmooth and Youthful) ‘ ,

Pebecco Tooth Paste ( Mothers and Children Prefer It
Pecause of Its Agreeable Taste)

Cutex { Beautiful Nails in Five linutes)

Filit {Do Hot Accept Imitetions)

Crene Co. Bathroom Furnishings ( Service, Quality,
Xeonomy)

Elizabeth Arden Will Make You Beautiful

Stein's Pmulsion {Will Invigorate Your Orgenisnm)

Parker’s Duofold Fountain Pens (Pressureless Writing)

Ir. Scholl's ~ Zino Pads (No More Cornsl); or if you

Raur and Black's Corn Plasters (Goodbye Corns and
Pains)

Remingiton Cartridges

Elgin Watches

Stupdbaker Automobiles (Free-Wheeling)

Arrow Shirts for the Well-Dressed Men
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Crowm Corks md Jeals

Seott's Trlsion (W11l take You Rohust)

Dr. Lovettta Pills

Brunswick Balke dallendar Pilliard Tables

Chevrolet Aubomobiles

John Dear Tractors

Vigorlina { For Weak Mep and Women)

Yick's Veporud

Pontlsc Automobiles

New Method 011 Stoves

ouallity Dstteries

Atandard Flumbiﬁg Fixtures

General Elecirie Refrigerators

Palm Olive Soep { Will Conserve the Natural Beauty
end Freshness of Your Skin)

Bayer Aspirin

Fairbanks Scales

Princess Pat Powder { Tell the World That You Ave
Besutifull)

Ford Trucks

Autonetic Record Coimpeny of Chieago Will Teach You
English

R.C.A.Radlos

westinghouse Redios

Glarion Raedios

Atwater Kent Radlos

Vietor Redios

gto. €%ca. €1C.
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An anslysis which T mede rocently of the advertis-
ing in the Sunday edition of orne of the lesding morRing BeWs=~
papers in Mexieo gave the following resulis: out of s tobal
of 1,689 eolumn inches of vnelassified advertising 940 inches,
or 5%, were devoted to the advertising of Americen produchs;
570 inches, or 347, of-the totel to Fexieen produets and the
remaining 12% inches; or 9%, to German, French and other fore

elign produsis,

Wow let us loock et the megazine ssction of the paper
and list what we find:

{a) Pour pages of comies. Moot y Jef ( Mutt end Jeff) you
will perhaps recognige st once even with the Spanish pronunw
ciation which I an giving it. Put what ave these: ITducendo a
ui,
beja? HNothing more or less than your old frilends: "Bringing

Pepe, Meldedog de dos Pllluwelos and 18 Tas rafe que no Tre-

Up Patherv,"The Katzenjamer ¥Kids®,»y "Polly and Her Pals®,

{b} A page of Rompecabezas, litierally "hesd-breskers" and
sctually the familiar animal puzzle drawings of AW, Nugent
which appear in dozens of American p@pexs avery Sunday.

{e) A special festure article entitled "New York by Day
and Night" which each Sunday supplies new evidence of the
decadence and iniquity of ¥r, Walkert's home town,

{4) A two page spresd with lurid illustrations of & serial
supplied by the Hing Feature Syndicate entitled "Revelations
About Classic Crimes - Poliee Mysterises from the Secret Ay
chives of the Pinkertonsv.

{e) A peue devoted to "Life in Follywood” containing all
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the latest and Juciest gossip including the resl inside dope

on Edwina Booth la noteble artista of "Trader Hora",

And now that we have mentioned the subject of the
movies, allow me to give you a few more facts about this highe
1y significent index of Ameriecan "kultur® in Mexico,

Are you a Mﬁxiean living in Mexico City and are you
gseeking amusement? All right, turn to the psges of the Sunday
morning paper { es I did recently) and you will find that you
have the choice of the following:

0f the two largest movie houses in Mexico City, (each
with & seating cepacity of 3,500 ) one offers:

Harlene Dietrich, CGary Cooper and Adolphe Henjou in
Morroco - The Film Without Precedent; the other presentis:
Oh For a Man - A Dé;}eata Romance of Exotic lLoves, with Jesanette

MacDonald and Regingld Denay. ,
In another equally high~class (albelt somswhat smalle
er) downtown movie you may see:
Helen Twelvetrees; the Empress of Drama in Hillie - The
Host Sensational and Electrifying Success of the Year.

If you don't like any of these, then there are:
4 theatres in which you cen see Thet Epie of the Forest:
6 theastres showing Ruth Chetterton in The Risht to love,
and Clara Bow in The Sky is the lLimit;
5 theatres presenting That Haster Work - Lummox;

1 theatre in which you may wateh Constance Bennett, Adolphe
Menjou and Anita Page perform in The Simner - A Soul Stirring

Dreme.
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And finelly in one swmall suburban theatre you can

see somebody or other in The Woman Who Surrendered, or perhaps

something else eguelly uplifting in the 50 or more neighbor-~
hood theatres which do not advertise in the particular papers
which we are examining,

Fow if you are a highly patrimtie Mexlcan-and do not
care for gny Americen movie, them you are, in the language of
the street, more or less "out of luck" far although Mexico has
70 movie palaces, there are only 7 legitimate theatres and to=
night only five of these have shows: two Spanish dramas, and
three variety entertainments.

In order to feed the some 700 movie theatres scat-
tered over the Republic, ilexico imports from the United States
sach year around nine and a half million linear feet of filum,
oy, on an average, about 600 "feature films" and 800 "short
subjeets® snnuelly. Ninety-eight percent of all the maviegﬁgg
Mexico are made in the United States.

Iz it any wonder that the Nexicans who see thelr wives
vobbing thelr heir and shortening their skirte a la Bebe Dan~
iels, their daughters affecting Greta Garbo slouches and Clara
Bow curves, and their sons Adolphe lenjou moustaches and Hareld
Lloyd eollegiate cut pants should be somewhat concerned about
loosing their souls? Is it eny wonder that thoughtful Mexlw
cans are seying { to gquote only one out of many articles whiech
have appeared on the subject):

"Our relations with our powerful meighbor { on the North)

are very cordial, but this does not mean that our nation-
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ali%y is net in grave danger..... The Tpeaceful con-
quest*® has been renewed.... The American talking movie
is penetrating to every city of the Republic..... and is
molding the minds of our children sand our youths... The
danger is imnminent and the damege being done to the Mex-
lean people is far-reaching., Will £h§ Hinistry of Educa-
tion combat this ﬁanger?‘ Or is it willing that our ehild~
ren shall receive their idess, their philosophy end their
coneeption of sivilization from the United States?"

I have dwealt at some length on the newspaspers and

Eﬂihe moving pictures because these, being at once both indiecies
and instruments of cultural penetration, are highly significant
in revealing the force sf-tha'impaet of Americenism upon Mex-
ieo. Hardly of less iumporience as an illustration of and an
agency fox the spread of American ideas and American ways of
life, however, is the rsdio and the phonograph.

There are 28 broadcasting stations in Mexico and the
number of recelving sets in 1930 wes estimated at 100,000, In
1929 Mexieo imported from the United States over $1,000,000
worth of radios and radio equipment. Hore than 904 of all
radios in Mexico are of Americen manufacture, In 1929 Mexico
was the gecond best forelign market in the world for American
phonograph records with total imports from the United States
of around $600,000,

3@&&1&&# these figures and perhaps you will under-
stand why in one of Nexleo Cilty's leamding nswspapers thers
appeared recently a cartoon showing an Americen tourist tryins
to buy a perrot from e Mexicen leborer. Under the cartoon were
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Gringo ( in broken Spanish): "Me want parrot with
vory Etxicgn habits,."
Mexican Laborer: gsnre boss. This is the most Mexiean
parrot you ever saw. He knows how to sing: Mamy, Broad-

vay Melody and Hot Mammal®

Perhaps you will alsc understand why, just a few
weeks before I left Mexico for the United States, I heard the
following speech over Iy own radio by the announcer for one of
the officisl government brosdessting stations:

rLadies and Centlemen: The program tonight is dedieated

to the National Proapérity Campalgn which the Government
has besn carrying on for the last few weeks, Ivery pa-
triotie Wexiean ﬁmat.eonsﬁmﬁ products made in Mexico. The
only salvation of the nation is to stop importing foreign
goods sbe obo...» The next number on our musiecsl program
will be a "jass fox-irot titulado 'Los Sen Luis Blues',

Yietor record por Paul Whiteman y su Orchestra."

It would easily be possible for we to go on in this
vein for snother hour or mors ¢iting illustyations of bow the
virus of Americanization iz bsing shot into every aspect of
Mexicote life. I might point out hew the overall is supplent-
ing the itraditional pictuvesque white costume of the lexican
farm labover, how the HMexican young bloods are adopting the
hatless mode af‘eur American colleges; how Mexico in the lane
guage of my friend Lee Simonson is becoming "Chiele conscicus®,

T could describe the inroads which the English lan-
guage is making upon Spanish with sueh words as girls, flappers,
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lider, mitin, los smokings ( for dimmer jJacket), boicot,

guick lunchs, sockel, sweetch, contacto { and other electri-

cal terms), basbol, futbol, basket bal, tennis, umpire, pro-

motor, ( and sporting terms genmerally).
Holina Enviquez, a well-known lexican writer said
in 1908:
*Everyone in Mexico receives English langunge publics-
tions, everyone advertises in English, everyone stﬁ&ias
Tnglish, everyone even wants to think in English. Sifigs
worded in English are in evidence everywhere; Inglish
names aye used everywhere, and even our Agtec propér naves
have been transformed, such as Popocatepil to "Popo”, so
&8 to sound English.®
Quotlag these words of Enriguez recently in & publie
addreas, the prominent Hexilecan lawyer, Sr. Luls Cabrera, went
on to add: »
*The propagation of Fuglish { during the last 20
years) has grown until at preseut the problem not only
presents itself in the existence of a new language geneyl-
ally used in ecommerce and society, bul worse still, Eng-
lish ﬁa& begun %o corrupt Spanish in sweh a manner that
it is 2 yenl nenpce 10 ... our tongue. Several factors
heve contriduted to the corrupiion of Speanish by Englishy
+ssssthe development of Anglo Saxon sports the nomenclaw-
ture of which cannot be trausleted. ..o the talking uove
ing pictures. ....ond the worst offenders of all, the
newspapers of Yexiso City. Aside from the purely ¥nglish

pages and the sporting sections whose Anglicismsmay be



>ORTS

22
nunbered by the thousands, in the resi of the text of
these newspapers there are at least a hundred Anglicisms
0 egoh pRES.”

Perhaps even nore significant than thils stetement of
Iuis Cabrera¥s is another cartoon which I cut out of the paper
not so long ago. Two lexico peons are ahéwn talking $o each
other: :
lst Peon: ; Ay, coupadre, vengo my enojado: afigirese
astd que mi vieja sestd agringedo mucho, ya les dice a
las bortillas "hot-0akes = ¥ sosssse
2nd Peon: ; Y addnde vas *té compd?
lgt Peon: ; Pos horita voy a juger en mi burrito un parti-
do de "polo" en el Ixtapaleps Bstddium, y si astd quere
despuds le inviio s un Tive o'clock b6t ees 313
of whieh an approximate tranalatlon would be:.
lat Peon: Hi there, old man! I'm as sore as the devil.
gan you imagine -- my old woman has become so Americanized
that she calls fortillas "hotoakes” and essess
Znd Peon: And wheve are you golng?
ist Peon: Oh xight now I am going %o play a chbicker of
pole on my 1little burre in the Ixtapalape stadium; but,
later on, what would you say %o a cup of tea about five

otelock?

I might tell you the story of the invesion of Ameri~
ean sports: on e recent Sunday in Nexico one morning paper
announced 2 boxing matehes, 3 tennis mateches, 20 basket-ball
games, and 115 baseball e¢s, The days of bullfighting as
the national sport of Mexico are numbered, Iore than once durye-
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ing the laat bBullfishting ssason 4id I note that the bull-
fighting news hed yvielded the first page of the sporiting
section of the nowspgper to revorts of buse ball and basket
ball gemes. And an Anerisan consul in Mezstlan on the West
Coast reports: _
*On two ocessions during the past year a bull
fight snd a base ball game wore held on the saxe day,
The Bese ball stedium wes packed, but the promotors of
the bull fight 4id not even zmake eXDenseS. ..s D856 bell
is the nost populsy sport in this district. The City of
Mazatlen has bhad 2 bage ball team for the last 30 years
and at present has g lesgue of Tive teans, two of which
are composed of giris,.”
T would like o tell vou 2 lot of nice stories which
I know about the Boy Scouts, the Retary clubs, the Lion clubs,
the Charber of Commerce, and, yes, even the Xu Klux Klen e
for ell these bave at one time or eanother been sdded unto us in
Mexico. The Eu Klux Klan, I shonld probably say in passing,
wasn*t gxectly what you would call & hot success: some sey he=
cause the vietime which the Klan selected to terrovize wouldn's
play properly andé insisted on shooting the lesders of the
Enights of the Burning Cross, others elaim that it was the high

cogt of bed sheolse wsves

Time iz pessing end I must bring this section of oy
lecture to a close. Before doing so, however, I must make one
more point,. I have already warned you that it is the larger
urban centers in Mexico whieh for obvious reasons are bearing
the brunt of this Americen cultural invesion; and that the great
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rural masses of the Mexican people are relstively free from the
Americen contamination.

I use the word "relatively" advisedly, however;
for I have in mind a three weeks horseback trip which I made
recently through one of the poorest and most isolasted parts
of Hexico. I remember srriving, after three long days of
gruelling riding into the heart of the great Querrero mountain
range, at the little Indisn town of Tlepa., Hardly had I disw
mounted from my horse before a native Indian band came narehe-
ing down the atreet with a little boy in front holding sloft
on & stick a lurid bill board poster announcing to the world
that on that very night there would be shown in the locsl movie
house a "Stirring and Adventurocus Drama in Eight Parts Enti-
tled: The Reporter of Hollywoodn}

In this same village I found the next morning that
I could buy in one of the stores: Spaulding's Boxing Gloves,
Kodeks, Palmolive Soap, Everready Flashlights and Batteries,
Kellogg's Cornflekes, Pebecco Tooth Paste - to mention only
a Tew of a long list of American factory-mede products,

It was on this same trip in the little mountain vile
lage of Eﬁlinglteyaa that the losal Catholie priest told me
the story of how, in & certain neighboring village where he
was holding mass, just ot the most solemn part of the eere-
mony when he was about to raise the hoat, the native Indian
band in the back of the church, in all seriousness and r&f@rw
ence, began to play "My Man"i

I have in nind slsc an anthropologist friend of mine
who, while puttering around a ehurch in an old Aztee town in
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Guana Juato, ran across & painted wooden figure of Saint
James and discovered to her amazement that under the tradi-
tional costume of a Spanish zold braided eape the poor 3Saint
wag wearing loud tan American shoes with bul ing tips and
Anerican socks held up by American garters { no metal can
touch your skint) '

And then there is itlwmt priceless sbory of two other
friends who while meking a horseback trip through the interior
of Yucaten, stopped for a few days at a little ijayes Indian
village. While they were there two messengers appeared from
e neightoring village twelve hours away by horseback to invite
my friends to come and visit them and to see the new open-air
rural school which had just been built. iy friends, feeling
that this would take them %too far out of their way, dsclined
the invitation with appropriaste regrets. Two days later the
neggengers appeared again. 4And this time they played their
trump card, for very seriously and very formally they said:
"You have refused to visit our village; you have refused to
ingpect our school; but surely you gannot refuse to come and
see our brand nsw W.C." and indesd my friends could not, They
rode all the next day and erriving at the village at twilight
they were greeted by the town officials and accorpanied by
most of the populatian they very solemnly inspected the handi-

work of the local Maya "Specialist® and dezeclared 1t good.

We now have before us a fair exsmple of the evidence
in support of the charge implieit in the phrase cultural im-

péerialism, I think I can restate end summarize the whole case
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in e feow short sentences:

Mexico stands in the presence of a profound and
far-reaching change,~ & change which a large part of the
western world has already undergone. FERighty years ago the
first 13 kilometers of railrosd were opened to traffic in
nexico, Fifty years ago Porfirio Dfaz ﬁad already launched
his program of economic development, the first step in a
rrocess destined to undermine the old landed aristocracy and
destroy the essentislly feudal agricultursl system which done
inated the economie¢ life of the eountry - thus sweeping away
the lagt bulwark against the pressing forees of the outside
world, The twenty years and more of political upheaval and
social digsorder which were ushered 1n by the Madero revolution
gerved to retard hut not to gtop the inevitable onrush, Now
at lasst the flood-gates are wide open and the tide begins to
flow scross the fece of the land,

By reason of geographical contiguity and other facw
tors this flood is coming frow the north. Mexico is being
Americanized, but this is only another way of saying that
Mexico is being industriaslized. Whatever the United States
nay mean in other contexts, the Americanization of Mexico, re-
duced to its simpldst and wmost obvious terms means the mechan-
ization of Mexico. In one sense the political entity known
as the United States is & mere incident, or betiter said, an
instroment in the process of inducting Yexleo into the grest
society. Inevitably Mexico is belng csught up and drawn into
the system of indusitrial civilizaetion and both the irresistable

attractive force and the unopposable propulsive Torce is the
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United 3tates, Mexico is in the birih throes of the Induse

triael Revolution.

MEXICAN Well, how does Wexico feel ahout all this? Is lexe
REACTION
ico pleased with the prospect of Americanizetiont VWhat are
the Mexican reactions to the coring of the machine?
As might be expscied, the reactions are manifold
and they'vary with persons snd circumstences, It is possible,
howsver, to identify two main types, one negative and the other
positive:
FEAR 1., The first, and perhaps the most matural and spontane-
ous reaction to Americanization is fear. And here, again, I
do not refer tc the feay of thwe losg of territory to the United
States or to the fear of the Anerlcan dominstion of the polit~
ical life of the country by virtus of the power of Auerican
investments., No one, I belisve, whe knows the sorry story of
the march of American Hunplre in the Ceribbean or who has fol-
lowed the course of eovents ia exico during the last twenty
years can deny the reality of the danger which has given rise
to this type of fear in Hexieco. If I do not enter into the
question of the American threat to exicen political sovereignty,
it is not because I wish to deny the existence of such s threat.
But simply because that is another story %o be told, perhaps,
on enother day.
For the noment, I s concerned with another type of
fear called forth by another kind of danger. I mean the fear

of the machine, the machine way of life and the whole complex

of industrial culturs.
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For the rank and file of Mexiecans this fear is
largely an inechate blind reaction to something which is
sensed as dlfferent and hence uneomfortable and perhaps
dangerous. For the Mexiean intellectual, it is & fear whiech
gprings from his love of all thoge pleasant customs, those
habits and traditions which tosgether make up the cultursl
milien which he knows as Mexieo and whieh he sees on every
gide clanging and giving way béfere the ceaseless pressurse
of an alien culture, The lexican intellectual, like his
bgatheré the world over, has vesd the books of Belloe, Chester-
ton, siagfrieﬁ, Spengler, Santeyansa, Wells, Keyserling and all
the aﬁhar provheta of doom and the pleture of the mechine and
machine culture which he finds in thelr pages only aerves to
inecrease his nostalgias for his own fast disappearing familiar
world, end to confirm his worst fears of what the future holds.

The HMexicen sees his family life changing under the
impact of Amerioan movies end Americen jJazgz; hé sees his eth-
ieal and moral values being eltered by the religion of science
and the theology of pragmatism; he sees the Mexlean love of
leisure -~ the spirit of mafiana - being buried under en avalanche
of American steel Tiling ecabinets, adding machines and card
catalormes and himself jammed in between the hours of an Aneri~
ean tine eloeck; he sees Mexlco's oil, minerals and other nat-
ural resources laid waste and exhausted to feed the Insatisble
maw of the American mschinej he sees the inecomparable beauty
of the Yexiecan countryside slready beginning to be blilghted
with Ameriean billbosrds; and cluttered with the liexican inter-

pretation of Dew-Drop Inns, hot dog stands and khose unspeskable
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monstrosities « gasoline stetions which are Mexicsn iritations
of Americen inltations of Mexiecen imitations of Spanish archie
tecture; he sees his country standardized, quantified, mech=-
anized, classified, regimented, Tavlorized and Fordizmed. In
short, he sees or thinks he sess hls country Anervicsnized,

And he is afreid,

NATIONALISM 2. But the negative attitude of fear 1s not the only re-
action on the part of the Mexican %o the process of Amevricani-
zation. As I have already stated, there is»alsé a very strong
and clearly defined pasifiva reaction, perhaps best described
by the term nationalism. The marked resurgence of nationalilstie
sentiment in Mexico during the last decade, although, 30 be sure,
not antiéely due o the pressure of the United States, undoubtw
edly in large part has been called forth and sustained by the
mevace of Americanization,

The new Mexican nationalism in its Anti-Americen pheses
has manifested itself in many ways «=- some serious and ime
portant, b%hara childish and ephemerel. The newspapers have
been loud in their protests against the invesion of Mexico of
American jazz, guiek lunches, flappers, "happy-ends", chewing
gum, paychological tests, foot ball, college sveaters, balloon
pants and the American (NidIN custom of young men appesring
on the streets without their hats. A former sub-Secretary of
Educat ion waged a campaign to pub the ancient Aztec God Quet-
zaleoatl in the place of the Cermsn-~American Senta Clsus as
the prineipal secular symbelié figure and focel point of Christe
nas celebrations. The advent of the American talkies called
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down g storm of protest end bitter denunciation of this
"new instrument of imperialism® threatening the "denstionsle
ization of our people and the eorruption of our language and
our youth.® In the good old American Tashion lMexieans have
tried to combat the competition of United States products by
ballyheo and beating om the bass drums of nationalistic pride.

There have been "National Prosperity Weeka", "Consume What You

Produce” weeks, and "Save the Nation by Using Only Mexiean Prode

ucts" weeks ~- with the usual accompaniment of parades, brass

bands, speeches and fireworks.

Students have faunsd the flames of national econsclousw

ness by solemnly deeglering that Mexieco nmust be:

"freed from the ridieculous and eccentric customs trans-
plented from the United States. Ve want a Mexico with a
Mexican soull A Mexieco which is not ashamed of its brown
faece and of 1tg homespun clotheés. ...« We re ject all that
is foreign and we enmbrace with love all that 138 OUr8s seses
We defend our nationslity and the religion of nationalism.,
«se We must struggle against imperialism of every sort =
whether it come masked in moving pletures, the Tnglish lang-
uage, jezz bands or in good-willl IMexieo -~ only Mexico
with her myths, her legends, and her fiestas. Hexieo with
her folk songs ... her Indian bands, her pottery of Tonalsd,
snd Tlaquspaque, Uruapan and Quiroge, with her textiles of
Oaxasca, 9altillo end Sente Marfa del RfOecesceees When Mexe
ico is reslly lMexico, we will have nothing to fear, %Then
we will not adﬁit the vile imitations of Texas and Arizona.
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Then we will reslize that civiligation does not mean
Americanization, but nationalization.®
These sporadic manifestations and rather sfntimental

gestures, however, are but the surface expression of a deeper
and more significant protest which has been gathering hesdway
in Mexico egaingt foreign and especially American influence
ever since the revelution of 1910. The Constitution of 1917
and the subsequent oil, labor, mining and agrarien legisiation
are but & few of the more formal demonsirations of a dsterminae
tion on the part of the Mexieans to protect thelr country aw
gainst unplanned and uncontrolled industrislizetion.

PLANNING But the story does not end hers. The more serious
and thoughtful of Mexico's leaders in the face of the chal-
lenge of the machine are beginning to be aware of the necessity
for something more than either politieal protest of the pro-
tection of laws and conatitutions. MNexieco must take the bit
in her mwuth and guide her own destinies., The only real altere
native to drift is mmstery. VWould Mexieo avold factory spawned
slums, the devastetion of her natursl resourceas, the enslave-
ment of her workers? Then let Mexico take thought before these
things are thrust uvpon her. Would Mexico conserve the good in
her own culture and gtem the inflowing tide of the false and
meretricious elements of alien and exotic ways of life? Then
let Mexico tear down the high walls of ignorance and nescience
and open wide the way for free expression and the development
of national consciousnegs. Would Mexico be politically effec~
tive? Then let Mexico become economically efficient. Would
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Mexico save her soul? Then let Mexico fight fire with fire
and build strong the bulwarks of nationhood,

These are the questions which the more far-gighted
of Mexico's leaders are agking and these arse the answers they
ere making, Not all Mexicans are wasiting time in futile and
bitter tirsdes such as the one I quoted ék the beginning of
thiz leeture. Not all Mexicens are given to sentimentel va-
paringa end wailing over the passing of the good old days and
the loss of the dear familiar weys. There are some Mexicans
who are content to lesave this sort of thing to ex-patriots live
ing in Wew York and Paris or to the small army of A@axiean Joure
nalists who rush around Mexico and then rush home again to
write books filled with nosialgis for the rose gardens of loo-
tezume and adviece o the Mexicans to sprinkle cerpet tacks on
their new netional highways,

Not all Mexicans ave tryiug to hide thelr heads in
the sand in order to shui away from thelr sight the spectacle
of modern industrislization or sticking out their tongues at
irs Pord or punishing theiy children by telling them on rainy
nights that the machine will get them if they don't watch out.

There are some Mexicsns who are shubborn enough to
think that there may be things more important than preserving
their country in quaint and pieturesque poverty for the entere
teinment of tourists. There are some Mexicans, and I could
oall their names foy you, who are hard-boiled and realistically
minded, There are & few econonmists, a few engineers and a few
political leaders who realize that it is both foolish and use-
less to talk sbout keeping the machine out of Mexico, They know
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that Vexico has things that the world nseds snd wants and
they know that other comwntries have things that Mexico wants
and needs. They realize that Uexico inevitably end lrresiste
ivly is baing drawn into the great soclety.

But doss this frighten thenm, or does it make them with-
draw into ivory towers to spend thelr days writing poetyry about
the potiery of Cazxseca or the sarapes of 3Salsillo? R@l These
folks are busy doing some good old fashioned thinking and as
& result of this thinking they see that it is . possaible 1o dis-~
tinguish between means and ends, between industrialism snd cap-
italism, between a teshnique and a way of life which may or may
not be & necessary concomltant of that technique,

The guestion of whether Hexlco will or will not have
the machine is no longer & debatable one: Mexicans who know
their country, who know the economie inefficiency and backe-
wardness of MYexlcan agriculture, the teehnologieal incompes
tence of Mexicen industry, the ineffective and wasteful ex-
ploitation of Mexicen réaaaraes, the misersbly low standard
of iiving, the high death-rate and the long hours of backe
breaking toil to which the mmjority of the msxieanvyeaple are
condemned by ignorance and antiquated and insdequate methods
of production are fully aware of the &rgént neceasity of the
machine and the pressing naag of modern science.

Put they are determined that the machine must come
to them on their own terms. They sre determined to berd the
machine to thelr own purposes. Thore are, in short, sone lieEe
icans who are moved and sustained by the falth that,in the words

of the President of Mexico's Netional Railways, it is possible
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to look to the Pubure, to tsake thought, -$o know Mexieo'ts
problems and %o define ivs goal ~~ in o word, to plan snd cone

trol the destiniss ol the Jexican pecple.

There is & Mexican legend vwhich relates how once in
sncient days there appeared in the lund of the Toliecs a sirange
and beautiful wan, “White of skin, tell of stature, broad of
forehead and with long, flowing hair and luxurious beard”, who
went among the people teaching them to work in silver snd prow-
cious stones, %o build houses, and to till the scil v se that
maize grew like trees, snd cotton sprang forth in all colors
of the reinbow®. ©ind during his time, prosperity eovered the
land snd it was the agze of abundance.”

After a whlle this falr and lovely person went asway,
but before going, he promised that some day he would return.
And to this day lexicans await the return of Quetzaleeoatl, God
of the Piumeé Serpent and Giver of Industrial Aris.

There are some who see in the mschine only a menace
of death and lp industrialization only a thresat of devastation
and destruction. And 1% may be thad this is Mexico's ordained
Tates Put I prefer to take a differsnt view and accept a differw
ent interpretation. In the hour of Mexico's need, it may be
that once agnin the Cod of the Plumed Serpent will revisit the
land and ence nore walk anong the people {esching them. Hexieo
has long walted the second coming of Quetzalcoatl, the Giver of
Industrial Arts, and 1t msy bz thav he has reburned unannounced

and unheralded, Gods are strange beings snd they come in many
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guises =-- thely gifts ave for those brave enocugh and strong
enocugh to 1lift up tlheir e¢yes and recognize them for what

they are,



