ENS. .WSR. .21, Mexico City,D.F.,
Apartado 538,
Nov,23,1927.

My dear Mr.Rogers:

I regret to report that the projected trip
to the state of Chiapas which I announced at the end of my
last letter (No.20) cannot take place at the present time.

My doctor has advised me that if I wish to avoid an operation
of a most palnful and distressing variety, I must stay off
of horses, bicycles, and my feet as much as possible for the
next few weeks, Wherefore I shall devote thls time to finish-
Ing my work on educatiom. 1In view of the fact that most of
ny material has already been gathered and incorporated in my
weekly letters, I hope to be able to throw the report into
shape in short order.

Which reminds me that I would like to have
a statement of policy from you with regard to the publication
of articles in Mexico. I have had two requests for my arti-
e¢les on education. The first came from the "Secretarfa de
Educacidn" asking permission to publish in Spanish my artiecle
on "Gultural Missions" in a forthcoming book on that subject.
Second, the editor of a magazine known as "Uexican Folkways"
wishes to print in Spanish and English my report on the "Casa
del Estudiante Indigena" (see No0.20.). This magazine is is
subsidized by the "Secretarfa de Educacidf". As I see it, there
are two questlions Involved here: To what extent would it be
wise for the Institute to permit the publication of articles
in official or semi-official documente in the interest of

returning courtesies and galning status and a name for the

Institute? What would be the effect on the pdssible,market-
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ing of these articles in the Unlted States of their publi-

cation in Spanish or in Spanish and English in Mexico?

R Y e

I have sworn an oath not to let my atten-
tlon be distracted from matters educational until I have
finished my investigations in this field. A Tweekly news
letﬁer", however, which did not at least mention the decision
of the'Mexican supreme court wilth reference to the oll laws
and the resolution passed by the Chamber of Deputies recommend-
Ing the extenslon of the Presgidentlal term to gix years, woui&
hardly be worthy of the name,

For some months past the supreme court
has had under consideration an "amparo" granted to the Mex-
iean Petroleum Co. of California. (In Mexican law an "amparo"
1s a Judicial order, similar in effect to an injJunction in
the United States, stopping all executive procedure against
a person or corporation until a declslion can be handed down
by the court.) The "amparo" in question was sought by the
Mexican Petroleum Co. against " the acts of the Secretariat
of Commerce and Industry revoking the permission of the
Company to exploit certain oil wells". The decision of the
court was that the "amparo" was just and that the articles
(XI¥ and XV) of the petroleum law under which the Secretariat
nad proceeded were unconstitutional. In other words, shorn
of all its legal verblage, wnat has happened ls that apparent-
ly the first test case under the "Ley de Petrdleo" has been
declded in favor of the oil companies. The newspabers and
the various legal experts.take this to mean that'the way

has been opened" for a settlement of the long standing dispute
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between the United States and Mexico over the sc-called
retroactivity clauses of the oll law. It should be noted,
however, that the decislon, though an important entering
wedge, 1s little more than that, for under Mexican laws
four other successive deciglons of similar import will have
to be handed down by the supreme court before the govern-
ment will be forced to alter or aﬁhl to offending sectlions

of the petroleum law..

N o At s N

The " dictamen" passed on November 22nd
by the Chamber of Deputies recommends the reform of article
83 of the Constltutlion of 1917 to the effect that:

"1. The President will enter office on the
first of December; that he wlll continue in office glx years
and will not be subject for re-election for the term lume-
dlately following".

"2, In case of the death or "falta absoluta"
of the President, hils substitute shall not be subject o
election as President in the term immediately following".

"3, Neither will any person serving as
Pregident ad interim during the temporary absence of the
President be subject to election in the term immediately
following".

The purpose of this reform is to asgure
for Mexico a longer time between elections; or, as its pro-
ponents are frank to state, a longer period of peace. There
is ample precedent for thils move in the geven year presiden-

tial term of Czechoslovakia, France and Germany, and in the
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81x year term of Argentine, Colombia, and Guatamala- not to
mentlon the virtual eight year term in the United States.
That the proposed reform will materially ald in establish-
ing peaee 1in Mexico I do not doubt. The price of the peace,
however, may come a little hlgh. It 1s largely a question
of deciding between the advantages of a.possible insurance
against too frequent revolutionary disorder and the disad-
vantages of a very probable dictatorship and a strongly en-
trenched bureaucracy. The matter now goes to the state leg-
islatures and the predictions are that 1t will be approved
by a sufficient number to amend the constitution.

Enclosed you will find;a clipping detail-
ing some of the activitied of the other half of the Institute
in Mexico.

Sincerely yours,




BENS..WSR. .22, Mexico City,D.F.,
Apartado 538,
December 10,1927.

My dear Mr.Rogers:

Thege few lines are comling quite literally
from right off my chest- for that 1s about where my typewriter is
regting at the present moment. For the last ten days 1 have been
engaged ln the most frultless occupatlon in the world: trying to
recover from an operatlion. You will perhaps recall that in one
or two of my letters I mentioned the difficulties that I wasg hav-
Ing with a rather Dbad case of hemorrhoids. Finally matters came
to.éuch a pass that sometning had to be done. I consulted two of
the best doctors in town and they both advised an immmedlate oper-
ation. Ergo- the Mexican post of the Institute has been function-
ing rather badly,as I have sgid, for the past ten days.

I regret more than I can say that this had happ-
ened. The physical inconvenlence and paifl has been greatly accen-
tuaﬁed by my chagrin at not being able to"carry on". Happily, if
the doctor is right, I will have to remain in bed only a few more
days. I did not have to 2aBan in the hospital but five days. Wy
one consuming ambitlom now is(ggjcdmpigggiy regain my health and
finish my work om education before you show up.

With best regards to you and John, I remain, if
a little weak in body, still strong in spirit.

BRSy.



ENS..WSR.. 23. Mexico City,D.F.,
Apartado 538,
Decenmber 23,19027.

My dear Mr. Rogers:

I am happy to report my return to normalcy’
It is true that I have very little desire to run any cross
country races or fight any bears, but at least I am up and
able to get. about. Keith 1s devoting herself to the problem
of how to put back on my lonesome bones the ten pounds that
I have lost and if I can stand up under the strain of forced
feeding she may succeed.

The great excitement here during the last
two weeks has Ybeen, as all the world knows, the arrival of
"We". I have not been able to get around and talk to the
various”unofficial observors" due to the state of my health,
but 1t seems very apparent that the gentleman aviator has
been sent down to pull sundry chessnuts out of the fire. View-
ed purely as a bit of political showmanship,l must say that
the whole performance excites my admiration for Mr.Morrow.

I suppose that 1t would have been rather over doing the thing,
but I rpatier wish that Babe Ruth, Al Jolson, and Charlie
Chaplin had come along to keep Will Rogers and Lindbergh com-
pany. The three ring ciecus would have been complete then.
The proposged triumphal tour of Central America winding up
with a descent upon the Pan American Conference in Havana,
however, may not be quite so successful as the conquest of
Mexico., I am afraid that certain of the delegates from lMex-
ico, and Nicarauga are going to have their say "Ambassadors

of Good Will" to the contrary notwithstanding.

Encloged you will find an article on the
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Federal Rural Schools., I will write one more article of

a general nature and then call it quits with education for
the time being. I have already revised and enlarged sone
of the materials incorporated in my previous letters., The
whole batch with the photographic illustrations will, barr-
Ing any more operations, be ready by the flrst of January.

Very sincerely yours,



HASE EDUCATION IN MEXICQY.

A Survey of the Work »f the ¥edsral Ruprs) Schosls.

On the thirtleth of Yay 1911, one day before the disillu-
sioned and dishonored Porfirio Dfaz salled frr France never ¢
return, the National Congress of ¥exlcd paseed s law suthorizing
the federal government t2 esteblish and maintaln throughout the
nation "escuelas rudimentariss” {elementary sehoola). By this
aet, for the first time in the hietory of Mexien, the faedersl
govarnment accepted moral and economic responeibility for the
sducation »f the masses »f the exilean people. The law provided
that 300,000 pesos (afterwards reduced t» 180,000 pesis; i.e.,
sbout %80,000) shsuld be expeniad each year to establish and
maintain schools for "elementary instructisn in epeaking, reading
and writing Soanigh, and in the fundamental and most usual
operations of arithmetie”. Almoat the lamat asct of the Dfas
government, this feeble gesture in the intereat aof education
was indeed pathetic. What a so2p 42 throw 49 an lgnorant, land-
less, hunger-ridden pensple, & padple alresdy 'n arms tO break
the thirty years peace of death! And yet, though it came ©32
late to stem the rising tide of revolution, this law remsined
»m the baoks gqﬂ laild the faundation for whet is today Yexlco's
proudest bosst and most distinpulshed achlevement-- her 3,000
federal rural schools.

Inadequate in educatisnal theary t» meet the real needs of
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the pesple, and ussomprshending in its finsncisl provisions of the
nagnitude of the problem to be dealt with, the law of 19)) 414
1ittle nbrd”%han t5 make legal recognition of the soclal res-
ponsibility of the national government, In the ten years of
revolutisn which followed the downfall of the Dfaw dlotator-
ghip, a8 might be expected, auah'mare wag sald then done in the
f1eld4 of education. Hovever, these yesrs sre not without their
impa?t&néclin the history of Mexlean adu@aﬁiﬁn; far Af they
sérved £5r nothing else they at lemet mave time for & pralanges
discusslon of Mexlad's educational needs end the sdalal aims of
the revslutian. During thie perisd the ineddqumcies of the law
af 1911 ﬁoéamé'apparént to all. The leaders of ﬁhaught, notably
Pino Suares and Albert J. Pani, Secratary snd Sub-Secretary of
eduoatlon respestively under Yadero, polnted ut the mocial in-
ﬁtiliﬁy‘of"aa udueét1aaa1'prs&ram which propased %5 give the
etones of sbstract learning to a peopld orylng fop bread. The
glowing ﬁrﬂmiﬁae of ths revolution were nat to be redeamed by
merely tesohing the peépla "t2 read and write Zpanish and 42
perfora the more usuazl arithmetical sperstions”. Clearly a new
concaption of the meaning of adueatlion, a conception &y once
more simple and wore inclusive than that aof the traditienal
“three R's”, would have to be schlaved 17 the ideals of the
social revalution were %o be realized.

"By 1921, with the re-estoblishing of the Secretsariat of

Zdugation as a separate Aepartment of the federal government and
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the return of relative pesce snd stsbility with the administration
of Obregdn, such & new osnocaption had in its mein essentisls been
worked sut. The actual work of “reelaiming the neglected rural
nasses of Yexieo for oivilization” began and in the last six
yoears, firet under the leadershlp of Jrad Vasconcelos and then
&ndcg the present Seorstary of Bdueation, Dr. Pulg Casauranc,
éﬁv&néas'u&garallalea in the history of Mexied have bsen made
in the field of rural primary education.
 Some 1des of the rapldlity with which this work has been
sarried forward may be gained fram an exsaination of the sta-
tistlos oontained in the 1927 snnual report of the Secretary
af Bdusation to the National Congress. ’
~ Bumber af rural aehaala faunied and sustainmﬁ to date
by ‘h& mderal Gaveman%lt-"t.“..tﬁQOOOOCQlGBOOQthO Q’gﬁg
Huaber of teachers sarving these schools.......... 3,450
Humber of children enrolled in Federal rural
sahaa}.’ﬁ..lll.'lQ'O.'.OI‘C'!.lIIQl.IQ'.‘.Ul‘.t..l!“..lss.gag
‘Bumber of adults enrslled in Federal rural
(night) aahaa}og..lllﬁlﬂﬂ0(iQ.QQ.'.I..I.O'IQ!."C.'I... 4?"*74
- Bxpenditures of Federal Government for rural
schools during tha yaar 1996~192?......‘........... 3,001,590
‘ pesos
(Go gl,{)i)@.?a@)
The full significance of these figures canndt ‘be apprecisted
without oanstantly holding in mind the fact that they represent
a colesr galn in Mexican education. At the beginning of the Obre-
gén adminlstration, federal rural schoole osutside a2f the Pederal
District wereé practicslly unknown. Under Obregdn 1,105 rural
schools were astablished. In the last year of the Obregdn regime

(1924), 1,%40,128 pesss were spant in the 1lnterest of rural edu-
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eattana As tha above table indloates, 1n gomething over tnrea
yanrs ?raalﬁanﬁ Calles has inoressed tha ye@rly budg@t far Mie
ral eduaa%ion by 1.&61,&?& pesde, or &lmaﬁt 109%. In %mis Game
periaﬁ (x9a4-27) the totgl number of students (ahilﬂran and
aﬁults) enrolled in the faéaral rursl schodls hss Lﬁer@aaa& from
76,0?5 to 206,383 and the number »f sshoals hes %lzaﬁt bean
tripled, |

If thess figuraﬁ Loose some of thelr impresslveness when
they are aat aver against the gross 1gnwamg af the overwhaelnming
maJarlty_ar the adult rural pipulstion and the fact that st lesst
8 million and a half ohildren of school ere in the rural districts
are ati}&_ﬁzthnut schaols to aﬁﬁ@&&; they yet remuin as evidence
positive of the faderal gowernment's determination %o grepple
with th;a tramendous problem. It is, perhaps, n? ﬁ#agg@pati@ﬂ
t9 say that more has been accamplished for the aﬂuéaiibh af the
pﬁ&aanﬁs'ar Yexies in the. last aeﬁan:yeara than in'thé wholae p#e-
ceding hundred years and more a?.ﬁaxiaa's 1nagganﬂﬁﬁe@._§haa
Pregident Calles snld in his insugurel sddpess in 1924: "The prob-
lem of the eduoatlon of the masses will be ane whiéh above all
will elaim my ahtsatian....»onnretﬁly my esnatant pre-accu@&tian
will be to extend the rural schaals to the very l&miu of the
nation’s econsnie gap&citiea",. he was not uttaging empty words.
Pap good or for bad, in matters eﬁuaataanal at &aast, rexicn hesg
taken unto herself the demoors tia dogma. She is 3&& upm the
high road and John Dewey is her gulde. 4 gaaa graaner than gold

gnd 921l may yet come out of Nasareth....
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!ﬂpnaralizatiaaa ani statistics must needs he relatively
meaningless unleéss one has some sort 3¢ & ploture of the con-
orete reslity shich Lies behind them. Wnen &ll is seid and dene,
éhérq are schools and schools; what 18 important is.nmt the ir
number but what they tesch snd how they teach it. The takiawing
éegdéiptian @t 8 typlesal rural ashool taken from notes made
by the praéant writer while on & tour of inapdetlon in the giate
of Tlaxcala mayfgerva to give some idea what mannser of thing
ahgao‘“ﬁéeualaﬁ Rurales" are.

. "In the heart 2f the mountains aﬁ the state af Tlexcals,
two h@ufa by horse~back from the autamoblle raad béﬁmaen Hexlod
Olty and Puebla, 1s the little sohool of Villa Alta. As we ape
yggaach we can see tﬁanty five or thirty children standing in line
in the diminutive, sun=baked gardan in front of a éﬁall, 1o~
lying, sdobe bullding. We dismount and are tarthwiﬁh‘gvagted
with a prolonged elapping of hande follswed by & lusty singing
9f the Wexicsn netlonal anthem. It is very spparent that our vi-
g1t 18 Aan important event. And why natt Is notl the "Jefe" of the
rural schoale himeelf present, t2 say nothing of the "Ameri-. .
eanss". BEvery little bare-footed boy is dressed in hie Yunday-
best whita eotton trusare and shirt. any of these pajama-like
suite have been patched over and over again; Others gquite frankly
nilau the bhrown skin bensath t2 peep taraugh'tha‘raﬁgea holes.

A we lodk st the little girle, those of us given 42 sentimentali-
ty, fael the tdars rise in Jur eyes even ae weé smile. One hardly

knows whether t2 laugh or ery in the presence of & belng at once
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ohild and old lady. Here in the front line 1s one typlcal of the
rests soarvely three feet tall; big bluek eyes set ia a round, .
fat little faece; short black halr bralded into pig teils and
tied with & bit of red ribben-- so far the ohild; But all this
eontraste strangely with the gerious expression of her face,
elmoat mask-like in its grave, brown impssaivity, and the long
ealiop dress re&nhing almost 2 her hare Test.

After another song during whieh our attention is divided
between the musin and watohing the besming faces of some of
the proud parents wha have come up from the village, we are
taken t2 inepect the bullding. This 1s quiekly done, for thered
&re snly twd small réwma in the whole school. One 2f these
contains sn aseortment of rather crudely fashioned, unpainted
pine desks snd benches. These have been made by the teacher with
the help of some of the village fathers. In thils room the students
are tsught to read and write Spaniash (esme of the Liutla Indlens
muet alsd be taught to speak Tpanish), & little arithmetio, and
something of the geography end history of Mexico. The pther room
has soattered abrut it the materigles for the'teaehiag of the
"pequefins industriss” (small industries). Here in one corner at
& work hanch the boys are taught how to make simple pleces of
furniture. In ansther corner is a table and the @aﬁérials for
nanufacturing ssap. In still another is an sxﬁibitinf the frulte
and vegetablen whieh the ohildren are being7dﬁawn'ﬁ§u to preserve.
somafihs hoys proudly diaplay pailntings end the glrls the

products of thelr sewing olasses.
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. The teacher-e a yyung womsn wh2 k=g been trained in one of
the normal schonla-- 1is abvisusly enthusisstle sbout her work.
She is sdpeclally proud of the faol that she haa,béen quccoaafui
in msking her school a soeizl center for the little mauntéin,
esmmunity. There gre a dozen or more adults atten&iﬁg the night
school and every week there 1s e sscial gathariag wp "f&awta
of some s>rt in the schodl builﬂlng.

As we walk arjund back o7 the bullding to ﬁaﬁiﬁhs rabbit
pene snd chicken rune, we ere 1nld that the seﬁaal house was
at one time part of the 2l4 ohurch now unha@piiy oevumbling 1#%3
ruins on the adisining lot. Here in the yard, where priests in
days gone by paced off the beads of thelr romarias éar. perhaps,
they sat in the sha®e of this great old tree and‘apank wina),
now are gaiden plote where the students raise vegetablas snd
flowers.... * A

Herée, then, we have barzre us a gi@bura éf a typlesl rursl
sehaal in Paexicos. But what of 117 What is all the “ahaating"
abrui? Thiz little mud~baked, white«numhad bu&lﬁ&ng with ita
orude, inadaquata egulpment and ite curious currlauluw mheraln
s2ap making, rabbit ralsing, and flower gardening take squal
rank with reading, writing and arithamstlic-- 1s this an example of
Mexica's great eﬁucational progress? What 45 the Maxlcans mean
by eduoaltion? 7 ‘ “ :

"What we mean‘by education,” answer the Leade#s of Mexieo's

rural echosls, "is nothing more or less than teaching people haw
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t3 live”. Or, as one authority has stataed its "If the school
snly serves to teach the peapla t> count, to read and to write
and 45¢8 not at the same time give to lite atuﬁentais knowledge
3¢ how to meet the probleas of @aily l1ife, dods not give idaas
that will be useful for increasing the productivity and happi-
nesgs of the poople~~ then the school is 1Ll adapted S0 its:
purpose.... And such s schaol 1s that which has for 1ts mottos
'Here Ons 1s Tsught to Read'... The school which ¥exileo nseﬁs
at the present time, the school which the paople d&manﬁ. mﬁsﬁ
have as 1ts motts: 'Here One 1z Tsught to Live'.® V o
Sueh & statement of educationsl atne ae this 1s only a re-
affirnption 23f thz ziamplest and mast fundsmental of all d@tin&-‘
tianme ¢ educatisn, but its scoeptance =5 the baai§ of %éxiea'n
new educationsl program is highly significant. It means that the
shackles of traditional theories of education have been broken
snd that the rurasl schools have been orlentated with refersnce to
the sotusl needs »f the peasant population., In other words,
the progran of rural education now being put into effect in
Hexlgo derives iis importance and significanee for the futuré of
the netlon from the simple faet that it represents a sinecere
and hongst attempt to teach a better way of life, to ralse the
standard of living of a people hitherto neglected snd forgotten.
Por the casual viedtor in Mexicon, seeling only the larger
eltiee, it is 4ifficult to sense the resl nature aof the aacialy
rabrie 2f the cruntry. But if one takes the trauble t> visit the

rural districts, aabeqlally those parts away from the railroads
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pr other means »f eommunicsiisn, the ploture whieh ons gets 1ls
something like thissy About 7% € of the populution of Wexleo
lives in smsll, soattered farming oomsunities. Becsuse of l1so=
lation in the mountalns, begaume of yesrs of neglect by the
gtate and federal government, becguse »f laeck of funds, becsuege
of revolutiosnse- becsuse of any number of ressone, the vast
majority of this rural population is from the point a£ v1ew of
modern oivilizstiosn steeped in the densest ignorence. This means
in the first place that they are almost completely Llliterate.
But, alsd, an? what ie perhaps at the present stage of Mexlca's
developnent much more important, 1t means these people are lg-
norent of all but the si-plest kinds of sgricultural techniques
snd hence that they are constantly on the verge of snavvatlan‘
{one ¥exican writer has sald "49 sut of every 50 inhsbitanias

in rural ¥exieo never completely satisfy theiy hunger”); it
meang that thelr notions of hyglene and how ta-caré for their
health are of the most rudimentary type; that th@y‘hava anly the
slightest understanding of the advantages of sdclal existencs
and conpepative living; that thelr homes are lLittle more ﬁhah
hovels, "jacals" shared with pigs and dogs; that their ideas of
dlet are restricted to an eternal round of beans, "tortillas,”
and pulgue,-= in & word it means that the standard of living of
millions of Mexicans is some&hing jlesg than whal the economisie
would call a "'subsistence level.®

To say, theraefore, that the federzl rural aschosle have been
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srientated with reference to the sotusl neaeds of tha pessant
population, if it means snything at sll, must nean that these
gahodle have been oonoeived ss instrumentelities for dealing with
the #ooiil problems of rursl Wexleo, us these have been briefly
sketched above. 4 more detelled examination 9F ahe‘program and
the pedagrglesl proeedure now in foree 1a the rursl schools re-
veals the fact that thls is indeed the case. In the Iirst place,
&8 wss sugpested in connection with the desoription of the
"typlosl sohasl" at Villa Alta, the federal authoritles dre
seaking to make the rursl schonls centers for the disseminstion
of ttgréa§iaaiikuﬁwieago immediately available f@rvinaraasing
the produdtivity and insuring algr&ater depree of comfort and
saauriay’in thé agrariaon communities. Thils is the explsnation
of the amsunt of time and attention that is given t§ gardenings
ﬁhﬁ ralsing of rabbits, chioksne, and bees; the preservation of
fruite and vegetables, the making of soap and ‘the v&riaﬁa.m%har
“pequefias indus trlas” {tanning, weaving, carpentry ,: pottery-
making, etc.); and the whole range of sctivities classed under
the head of hyglene. All these activities are?abvi5uely direotly
related to raising the standard of l&viﬁg(’ln'éﬁdar t2 make this
part of the program even more effective, an éieeutive order
has just been handed Aown (Oetober 1927), gﬁéﬁtaag ta sach.rural
schaol five hectares (12 % geres) »f lend. This land ls to eerve
the double purpase of providing each rural school with & model
demonstration farm and with an additional source af revenue fron
the sale of the products raised by the students,

A aeaéni and egually important part of the rural school pro-
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gram has £or 1ts aim what for oonvenlence we wmay adll the “so-
clalizstion” of the rural population. Under the head of "ssoislie
zation" may be distingulshed two separate objectives: (a), the
passing on %5 the agrarien populstion the soeial heritage of -
the nation and their industion inio Wexicsn oivilization, or in
other worda za Dr. Pulg Casauranc hae said, "la formacidn de

una verdadera alma nacional” (the formatlisn of a irue national
gsoul) s and (h), to inetruet the people in tha‘methsﬁé and
technigues 9 cooperative endeavor snd the aﬁvant&gea of & goelisl
existence. As a mesns to aﬁhleving the firast of tm&ée ende, every
effort 1s deing made to combat 4lliteracy. obviauaiy. the people
suast be iaught‘ta'reaﬁ, write, and speak the Spsnish langusage
{(there are some 2,000,000 Indiens vhs still spesk é&xly their
netive dimlects-- it is estimated that there are more than 100
separate 3islects spoken in the Republic--- and in some sitates the
percentage of 1lliterascy runs as high &s 83% while the average for
the whole Republie is around 627). But ihe pasaaesion\af aomaon
means of communication will not alone insure the “fhrmatian of ‘&
true national soul."” The lsnlated and provincial miﬁdeﬁ peasant
groups must be made to feel that they are part of #he great ¥exie
can family. Hence the emphasisg in the aurricufum~aﬁ teaching the
children the meaning 3f the gymbols af nationhood-- the flag,

the nstional anthem, etc.-- and the important place assigned %o
wexlcan Ristary and geography.

In ordsr .3 attaln the secsnd objective of socialization
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mentioned sbove, two maln lines of endeav@r are being followed
in the rqul sgha@ls. The first §f these has to aavwxhh props~
pating the 1des of ocooperetive societies. In each school thq' |
students are organized into a numbher af Asrferaent aaa@eraéive
groups. Same 5f these griups have charge of uhe:sgriaﬁltural
activities, others divide the reeponsibllity of the various
“smail indugtries™, while stil) others take éver the dirgetion
of the athletlc and socisl sotivities., The ascletlies are formal-
ly organized with officers and charters and d@fiVﬁ‘thazr funds
fram the sale of their respective products. In the second plaao.‘
wiah respeet Lo the idea of nasp«r&tlve praductian and'murkstlng
as wati gn every other aotivity, 1t is a ?unﬁam@n&ak‘prineipla
af the rupat schools that the success of the schosl shall be
nsasurad by the eiteni t3 =hich the teacher ié ablé t2 sppsg&
these 1deas and actiwities throughout ths whole eaﬁﬁuniay. In.
osther words, to quote from one »f the affieiél publiéatians of
the Seeretarlst of Bducation, "ths rursl school tescher must
realize that his mosd Aimporiant lsbor is noﬁvinaiae the :aﬁr
walls of the aschool but outaide of them.” In part fhiﬁ work of
"incorparating the esmaunity in the 11£é af the scgaal snd the
sch2sl in the lifs of the aommunity” is aarrieﬁ on.1n the nighﬁn
vlagses Tor adults, but the tescher is noat éi@e@tagvta stop here.
He must visit the homes of the paople, argaﬁi#a‘gaeial‘5éhhaf1nga
in the sehool; in a word, he must make ih@_aéhabl the center of
the community lire. | |

Finally, no summery of the program of the federal rural
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sohools of Wexlco would be aomplete without some reference to the
principle of “sceldn”. In ocurrent Wexlcan educational theory theb
principls of "scecidn” advertises still another w&yyin which

the educational leasdars are trying t» break avay fgam the
“qaauek& tradioionalista.” In the psst the emphga$£‘in'ﬁexiaan
schasla hae been placed almost entirely upsn learalng by listening
%o the words Of the teacher or resding frowm books. The result has
been an over develapment of rote memory and the Aivorce of
"learning from Living.” The "escusla d& assalsn” prﬁgasaa that

its students shall "learn by 4ding" ("aprender haeiends”). By
this 1% Is not meant that boosks are ta he naglaqtﬁé. On the
asairary; the prineiple of "aoc1fn,” 1like ths ?amiilér Tovojeat
mathad" in the achaa!a 2f the United Htwtes, almpli halds that
the ziudant sh:ulé learn by active pesrticipation rather than by
passlive transmiszion and that hHooks and kndwledpge should be
rezsrdied as means %2 sn end rather than snds in themselves.

In the Toragiing review of some o7 the f@cent-aﬂueatienal
developeents in Mexicd 1t should be noted that only the work of
the federal rursl schidls hus been desoribed. Thﬂﬁé afe other
types of schools being established by‘thQ fTedernl government
{normal schyole, industrisl schsols, sgricultural ?eha@lﬁ. ate.)
and 1t muet be remembered that the states also have theilr awn
schoals {(a.z. the latset statistlcsg List over G,QQQ ztate sup-~
ported rursl schoole). However, because of the limits of epece
end a2 & matter of canveniencs, & discuzsion aof th@eekather‘ée-

velopments can, perhaps, best be left for another time and place.
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%ith these gualificallosns, what ogn we say in'aanéiuaian of

the effestivensss sad ths signiflioxnee of Yexiosos's federal rural
sohdols? Are thewe schools really schlieving thelir purposes? And,
1f &5, what wiil they mean for the future of ¥exlen?

The Alstinguished Americen e ducstor, John Dawéy, wrote du-
ring his vislt to ¥exico in 19263 "Pructige fulls short of
idesle end the progrem is much better executed in ﬁ#Mﬁ places
than in 2thers. Dut I believe thst the brightest.apau%in Mexico
of today lg its educsilonal asctivity. There lg vitelity, ¢neray,
azorifiokal devotion, the draire to pul inis aperation what
1s best approved in contenporary theory, and sbove all, the
will {2 use whatever is at hand.” The present writer, after vi-
sltlng Mexlcan mchoals in & half dszen Aiffersnt states, and
after Lalking with Yexican educational leaders batﬁ high and
Law, finds no reasan t5 modify this juﬂgment.'Thatgaraetias is
feiling short of 1dsals in the fedaral rural schaols ns one would
#any. Half 3f the schools are not yat praperly houéeé; legs than
half of the sch3als have astablished ecooparative societies; in
anly a third of the rursl schosle 1s the “labor socisl" of the
teachers judged to be "gstiafsotory"-- and g2 on for every item
in the progranms Hut even when these ghortoonmlings néva duly been
charead off on the negative side »f the ledger, théra still
reasing to the credit of the Wexlcan government s very considersble
aohievemani of whienh 1t can Jjustly be proud. Ags Zub~Zacretary of

Rdueatiosn, Molses %sens, has sald, the rural schaals have under-
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taken no lese & task than that of "intesraling ¥Wexiea." That
the achievenent of this 1&0&1'13 not yat an aeéamplisheﬂ fact
goes without seylng, bul the seed ip being plented and the

harvest is in the making.



Mexico City,D.F.,
ENS. .WSR. .24, January 4,1928,

My dear Mr.Rogers:

I feel more encoungged and altogether happy
about my work than I have felt in some months. In part, the
return of my good spirts is, no doubt, due to the recovery of
my health. The real cause of my rejoicing, however, ilg that
yesterday I finally succeeded in winning a victory for which
I have been contending for the last four months.

The Sub-Becretary of Eduaation,Moiseg Saenz,
ig not only the brains behind the modern educational movement
in Mexico, but he ig also an influential figure in the political
life of the country. Obviouély, this belng the case, it was
my Job to galn his‘nﬁndship and confidence. 1In the course of
my studles on education I met and talked with the gentleman a
number of tlmes. Although he very Kindly gave me letters of
introduction and in other ways helped along my work, I seemed
to sense somehow that I was not really getting under his skin.
Finally, the other day I decided to"knock his eye out" or die
in the aﬁtempt. I gathered together my sevem articles on educa~
tion, bound them neatly with the photographic illustrations in
folders, and took them down to hils office. .

Well, it worked. Yesterday,when I called to
gsee him he was a different man. Gone was his cold, officilal
mgnner and his aloofness. For over an hour we talked about the
points which I had raised in the articles. It developed thnat
not only had he read them all himself, but that he had shown

them to the Secretary of Educatlon, Dr.Pulg Causaranc. Today
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I am to be presented to Dr.Pulg and if everything goes well I
hope to get enough material for a character sketch.

Under seperate cover I am sending my full report
( 1.e. the abovermentioned seven articles) on education. Enclosed
you will find:a copy of my last article. I am greatly in hbpes
that you will discover a market for at least one or two of these
articles in the States, for I feel that 1t would add greatly to
my prestlige here in Mexico and make my future contacts much ea-
sier if I had something to point to. As you will see, in revis-
ing and expanding the materilals which I had previously incorpora-
ted in my letters, I have tried to make each article stand by
1tself, and whenever possible to give it what you call the "news
look".

Now that I am once again to be counted among
the sane and sound I hope to be able to resume my regular news
letters each week., However, because of the time which I have
lost with my slckness, I have decided, subject to your approval,
to put by for the moment any very extended study of what I have
called the"Physical Basis of Life In Mexico" and enter at once
into an investigation of the land question.

I am extremely anxious to hear when you in-

tend making your proposed visit to Mexico. As you may recall,
I have projected a trip to Yucaian this month and there are
other plans pending which cannot be settled until I knowk
when you will be along.

Sincerely yours,



