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Getting Tut the NMews Rlues

Dear Peter,

1 suspect most epistles you receive from wandering ICWA-ites
tend toward the profound (like mine)the trivial (also like mined.

Well, for this report I have chosen a new approach—repetition.

What you hold in your hands is nothing less than a series of
press reports either included in or drawn from tcg-12 (’Back in
Baku’). There is little or no new material here whatsoever.

Then why send it at all?
Well, mainly hecause 1 am not sure if one word has heen

published and I want to put it on somecone’s record that I did my
level best to participate in the great information flow. Also, and
almost incidentally, I think it might be of interest to someone,
somewhere, how one tags together disjointed pieces of information
into some connected whole and how journalists (at least me) roll
over news fraom one story into the next, and why.

Perhaps a bit of explaination is in order.

As 1 mentioned in tcg—12, while in Moscow after the aborted
August 19th putsch, I reactivated some of my press strings in order
to recapture a certain edge I felt I lacked as a pure ’research
scientist?. But the most familiar and friendly avenue for filing
news out of Central Asia, the Washington Post, was clesed due to
the presence of a Post staffer, also in Tashkent on a grant.
Accordingly, I contacted the competition over at the New York Times
and they expressed delight in anticipation of the occasional file
outideepest darkest Turkistan and elsewhere I might wander. Well,
wander I did, with a first stop in Baku, Azerbaijan, from where 1
did file a few stories for the Times although I have no idea if
anything was ever used. Then began a series of 'maybe later’
answers. Staffers were roaming all the place and the news plate
was full. Churlishly, perhaps, 1 then started drifting back te my
pals at the Post: I was in Baku where they had neither staffer nor
stringer and they were, after all, old pals. Indeed, when I
contacted them they professed great delight in my resurfacing to
file the occasional story. But just like the Times, the problem
with the Post was space and it is still not clear whether one word
of anything I have filed to date has been used. Given the ephemeral
nature of news, that means that the majority of material 1 have
sent seems destined for the trash-bin.

Thomas Goltz is an ICWA fellow researching the Turkic Republics of
the Saviet Union

Since 1925 the Institute of Current World Affairs (the Crane-Rogers Foundation) has provided long-term fellowships to
enable outstanding young adults to live outside the United States and write about international areas and issues. Endowed
by the late Charles R. Crane, the Institute is also supported by contributions from like-minded individuals and foundations.
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This was and is acutely painful, especially when I reflect on
the sheer wnumber of hours spent trving to find a telex line (the
only reliable means of communication out of here) and then the
additional hours spent waiting for a trunk call to confivrm the
receipt of the story (because local telexs only send and do not
receive). Forget ahout modems and faxes——this is the real fourth
world as regards basic communication.

Still more aggravating was and is the sense that 1 am virtually
the only foreign witness to momentous events happening in an very
ohscure place, and that the main reason why there has heen so
little interest in Goltz phoning in from afar is the simple fact
that no Big Feet happen to be stomping around the landscape,
creating a sense of *news?! by dint of their very presence.

Ne Big Foot, No Story.

S0 almost move for myself than For you I present yvou with the
following series of files——a sort of testimony of effort to get out
the news.

Perhaps 1 was the wrong guy in the wrong place at the wrong
time; mayhe if it had been someone else, the same stories would
have sailed. I lesave it up to vou to judge whether the prose is so
had or hacked or the material so banal that = little time on the
editing klock might not have salvaged something.

1 have to warn you to expect a certain roll over in the stories:
when 1 learned one day?'s material had not or would not ke used, 1
often included salient matevrial in the next =ffort. Also, the
following have been lightly edited to sypave the readery telex typos
and the like; the material is around P0-30% what an editor had on
his or her plate.

Too, I would like to stress that these ave only stories which 1
filed. Thevre is a plethora of other matevial that is still in
process and not included herve simply and reasonably because no
editor had a chance to reject it.

We will title this repori:

Almost Information: MNews That Might Have Been

In Azevhaijan, amhivalence about independence........3
In Karabakh, cyncism over Yeltsin Foad Show....o.oaee..b&

Riding Shotgun with Commandey Sevrgiil..ceecesecranaanss &

Business Week economy Tile...cseanccaaccnnnnsncnasnnnna 1z
Secret War....... B e m A EEEEEEEsEEs s EEAEE A e nuenu e 1&
Azerbhaijan to Create OWN ATMY . s cacensnacsan femm = 1=
Update. i cneeacnsncacanns e R s mEEEEssssEwaEmEeEExxan e 21
Aftermath Note to PB Martin..sacoeeoncsenans mamazemaan 23

Feel free to use any of the above items in vour South North News
Service if you can see a breath of life left in anvthing.
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September ldth (filed to Mew York Times, Moscow)

In Azerbaijan, amhivalence about independence

Baku——The leader of the main, opposition group in Azerbaijan says
that the dissolution of the Communist Party over the weekend 15 a
direct result of pressure put on the government of President Ayaz

Mutalibov by the people and that the party will ke unakle to
reassert itself in the future, even under a different name.

But Mr Abulfez Elchibey of the Halk Cephesi, or Popular Front,
said that the dissolution of the party was but the fivrst step
toward creating a democratic Azevbkaijan and that Mutalibov must now
dissolve parliament and call for new elections or face unspecified
acts of civil disobedience. The Popular Front has asked for United
Mations ohsevrvers to monitor future slections to prevent fraud.

“Let Mutalibov run again and if he wins he can bhe president,”
said Elchibey in an interview in school-room headguarters of the
Front that was sacked by government thugs on August Z3rd, "Our
position is that it is not the change of pevsons in government but
the structure of the state that needs reform.”

The Fopular Front boycotted the pgresidential eslections held on
Septemher Sth, along with the provinces of Nagorna—kKarabkagh and
Mahchivan and has charged the government with ballot—hox stuffing
and fraud aftey the vesults gave Mutalikov 9% support.

While the Mutalibov government has been calling on other states-—
—notakly Turkey——%to recognize Azerbaijan independence, the Popular
Fromt has asked other countries to refrain from doing so until
Azerbaijan has secured such Tattributes of statehood? as its own
currency and army.

On Saturday, a high—level Turkish delegation touring the six,
mainly Turkic Muslim Republics of the USSR met with hoth Mutalibov
and Elchibey to "express solidarity and sympathy during this
transitional period” and to determine what Azerbaijan really means
about its declavation of independence.

"Turkey will he the first to recognize Azevbaijan once the time
is vight,” prevaricated Ambassador Bilal Simsivr, the head of the
Turkish delegation, implving that Ankara’s announced "intent to
recognize” Azerbaijan would not move to Ffull recognition wantil
details of the new union treaty make it cleavr that doing so0 is not
a serious political faux pas.

The Turks appear to be justified in their reticence given the
support the Popular Front is akle to muster on the streets of Baku
to back their rejectionist position.

The most recent show of force was a rally held aon the evening of
Friday the 13th when a crowd descvibed by ovrganizevs of numbering
more than 300,000 but probakly closer to 20,000 gathered in front
of the ceremonial steps of the Government House on Independence
Square to wave the hlue, green and ved Azeri flag and demand that
the Communist Party be dissolved and not just renamed, as happened
in Kazakistan.



f

tog—-1.

e

The crowd appeared to ke drawn from acvrose the social spectyum,
consisting of voung and old and with Muslim fundamentalists
standing shoulder to shoulder next to young women in shovrt skirts
and make—up, all of whom raised their fists as the dirge—-like
national anthem was playved to mark the beginning of the rally and
cheered and jeered as speaker aftevr speaker lambasted the
government.

The only untoward event occurved as the end of the two-hour
rally, when police seized the driver?s license and other
identification of Mr Elchibey?’s driver. Curiocusly, perhaps, the
source of such harrassment, Azerbaijan KGE chief, My Vagif
Husseinov, had bkeen vemoved from his position earlier in the davy.

But whethery Mutalibov is listening to the calls for his
resignation and new elections is open to guestions rather, the
impression given is an effort to jetison unwanted baggage but to
sti1ll cling to power.

On Saturday, the Azerbaijan Communist Party duly dissolved
itself according to the President’s reguest that it do so, and with
only three dissenting votes. Those close to FPresident Mutalibowv say
that the decision to dissclve the party was a foregone conclusion
and described the proceedings in the formev Comunist Party building
as the "death agony of a handful of pariocrats”.

"The Azevrbaijan Communist Party was a byanch office of the
Communist Party of the USSRE," said Mr Vafa Goulizade, one of
Mutablibov¥s key advisovrs, "The idea that it could exist
independently from the central organization was only held by a few
men who have lost touch with reality in a desperate effort to
preserve theiv privilages.®

Goulizade wnoted that Mutalibov had alyeady suspended party
activity in all government offices and enterprises and that the
vast majority of the party?is 400,000 membevrship had long stopped
paving dues, making it a hollow organization without funds ovr any
real power ov popular hase and that parvrty property was nationalized
garlier in September and given over to different governmental
agencies ov ministries.

One of the most symbolic structures turned over to new purpose
is the monolithic Lenin Musewnm building on the Baku gquay. The dirt
and dust scars on the marguese still delineate the letters of the
Bolshivek leader?s name even if the two foot characters have heen
vemoved.

Friday was moving davy, with some memheyrs of the S6—person staff
found packing up portraits, documents and other memorabilia to be
trucked off to some unknown storage destination while others moved
in new displays., A room formerly devoted to Lenin’s first cakbinet
will now house the Azerhbaijan Hational Theater Museum, to the
delight of its divector, Mr Sefattin Habaev.

S5till, other members of the ztaff ave distressed at the change
and the lack of organization in the move.
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"We applied to the Ministry of Calture to have the building
turned into a museum of Azerbai) in the Z20th centuryv and thus
save at least some of the history now being boxed up and
forgotten,” said Sevda Akhundova, who has worked in the museum as a
guide and then dirvector of training foavr the past 16 vears.

"It all just breaks my heart,” said Ms Akhundova as she
conducted her last tour of the premises, twisting between up—turned
kookcases and shelves to comment on the displavs still standing and
pausing to study a huge portrait of Lenin turned on its side, "1
kriow that the history represented hevre was distorted. Up until a
few yvears ago we only lesarned about the bad side of the bhougeoise
FRepublic of Azerbaijan (13132-20). But the fact vremains that there
would be no repubklics at all in the US5E without the February
revolution., We would have all simply been part of Russia. Mo one
wants to talk about that at all.”

Nor is this the fivrst altevation to the displays, Ms Akhundova
pointed out. Following the anti—-Armenian hysteria in the wake of
the Soviet Avrmy’®s bloody represssion on January 20th, 1920, a
decision was taken toc remove 311 tvaces of Avmenians involved in
Savist Azevhaijan history, including all poritraits and veferences
to Stepan Shaumivan, the so—called “Lenin of the Caucasus.”

"History is history whether we like it or not." said Ms
Akhundova, "you can't just erase it.°7

Meanwhile, a new hoil—upx of Azeri—-Armenian tension in the
enclave province of MWahchivan appears to be subsiding, according to
the Baku—based Assa—Irada "independent” news agency.

Assa—Irada repovrted last weelk that Armenian militants had
apducted twa shepherds in the region of the Zangazur corridor,
which divides Mahchivan from Azerbaijain. In vesponse, over 120
Armenian nationals traveling from the Brmenian capital of Yerevan
through Nahchivan to the town of Eafan in the corridor via a train
guairded by Azevi police and Soviet soldiers were taken hostage in
the town of Urdubad until an accounting of the two missing
shepherds and theiv flocks was made by the Armenian authovities.

On Saturday, the bodies of the two shepherds weye disceovered,
resulting in an angry demostyation by the citizens of Ordubad who
demanded the pevrpitrators be bhrought to trial in Mahchivan sven
while contacts bestween Mahchivan intevior minister Mamed Mamedow
and his Armenia countevrpart Ashot Munucharvyan managed to effect the
release of the Armenian hostages.

AkER
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Seotember Z2nd {filed to MNYT/Moscow)
In Magovrno Earabakh, Azeri cynicism over Yeltsin's Foad show

HodjalisKavahakh, Azerbaijan——A day before Fussian Fedevation
President Boris Yeltsin’s visit te Nagorno Karabakh the population
of this tiny Azeri Turkish enclave within the Armenian enclave in
Azevrbaijan took to the styreets after the vumor went round that
Yeltsin had arrived but was only interested in talking to the
majority Avrmenian population of the neighboving city of
Stepanakert.

"Gather your childvewn and hlockade the road to the aivport and
make him stop until he listens,” announced mayor Elman Mahmedov to
several hundred people gatheved on the dumpy main sqguare of the
township, "Let him know that we arve here and will not go away'"

In the event, Soviet soldievs had already corvidoned off the
airport and would not lst the citizens of Hodjali passi too, it
later turned out that due to scheduling problems, Yeltsin and his
partner in peace, Kazakistan President Nursultan Mazirhbaijev, had
not arrived but had delayved their arvival in the disputed province
by one day.

But the panic that ran through Hodjali sevrved fto undevline Azeri
fears that Yeltsin's peace efforts are destined to be one—sided,
and that the Russian President®s visit to the province can not
auguir well for their own cause.

Azeri officials in Karabagh say there was not one incident of
communal violence in Earabagh during the &0 hours of the failed
hard—liner coup against Soviet President Mikhael Gorbachewv but the
day after Govrbachev’s vestoration, thanks to Boris Yelitsin, the
cycle of shootings and house burnings began anew and that Yeltsin
is somehow to blame. The worst incident since the failure of the
coup in Moscow was rocket attack on Hodiali on September 10th, when
&d Alazan—type missles vrained down upon this settlement of &,000.

"The Armenianc are trying to drive us away through tervor,” said
mayor Mehmedov, "We want teo live in peace with our Armenian
neighbors like we have for years, but they must respect the
constitution of Azerbaijan. Do the four million Armenians in
California subscribe to theivr own? Why should ZO0, 000 here have a
different law? The only solution we see is that the Armenians must
be disarmed and the leadevs of the lawlessness deported to Armenia
and Yeltsin?s grandstanding is not helping achieve that end.”

Three vyears ago, Hodisli had a population of three thousand, but
it has mushroomed into a sprawling community of twice that with the
arvival of Bzevi refugees from Armenis and Trom smaller Turkish
settlements within Karabakh as well as 50 families of so—called
Miskhiti Turks fyrom Uzbekistan who now fear theivr third expulsion

from theiv homes in 50 vear
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Among the saddest of the refugees are some twenty families of
mixed Armenian—Azeri heritage, driven out of the provincial capital
of Stepanakevt along with all “"pure" Azeris by dint of their Azeri
blood.

“1 never had any problems until 1923, when my school friends
started to call me names,” related Selima B8llahverdiva, 20, whose
father is Areri but whose mother is Avmenian, "we finally left
after someone told us our house would ke burned that night.”

Others say that even those individuals who are only a fractiom
Azeri and who are not 2ven Muslims were driven out by Armenians
intent on "purifyving” Karabakh of all traces of non—Armenianness.

*This is a rvracism akin to that of the HMazis against the Jews,”
said Murat Shukerov, 35, whose name disguises the fact that his

other is an Armenian from the town of Tashbulak in Armenia, “"Thers
are even cases of people who are only 174 Azeri and who sons have
ot been civcumcized and who do not subscribhe to Islam who have
heen evicted from Avmenia or the Armenian areas of Karabhakh.”

Both Shukerov and Allahverdiva say they have lost all contact
with their Avmenian relatives and friends since the troubles began.
*1 can’t say that all myv Armenian friends have hecome enemies

bkecause 1 haven't had contact with them since 1387.," he related.

The suspicion, however, is that that is precisely the case.

In the village of Imaret Kevrvan, Azeri Turks say that there
Armenian neighbors, known by name, are the ones who have mounted a
series of arson vaids on oubtlying Turkish houses.

“It was Heno and Limberk and Vliadmir and Agop® said Valida
catarova, 3%, whose house, though tovrched, miraculously escagpe
taylng ann five on the night of September Z0th while those of fnur
neighbors were reduced to charred vuins; within one, a 76 year old
Elind Azevi matron, Zevnep Alieva was immoliated alive.

Azeri Turks alsoc say that Armenia vioclence has exten jei even to
those Armenians willing to cooperate or work with the Azer
government.

One such victim was one Yevgelia Avopovna, the Beroflot station
chief at Hodjiali, who was locked in her Stepanakert houss and
burned alive after a mere week on the jok in 1970,

mow

(dictation cut off at this point}

- e«-Bnother, possibly appocraphal, stovry related in Hodiali concerns
a giroup of Armenians from Stepanakert who had secretly booked air
passage toc Baku to confere about the deteviorating situationg
ABrmenian militants repovitedly caught wind of the plans for the
clandestine meeting and the group were allegedly rﬁunded up and
shot.

Areri and Soviet Union security sources say that they are
prevented from arrest alleged perpetraitors bhecause the local
police lack the resouvrces and couradae to enter Armenian arveas due
to the level of weaponvry in the hands of the Armenians, and that no
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avrders have been given to the hetter equiped all-tnion forces to
act on the hbehalf of the police.

In a specific example, a single avrmoured personal vehicle
carrving this correspondent and a inspection team from the Azeri
internal security apparatus was sent up from the strong hold city
of Shusha, four hours away by day—time voad, to Imaret Kervan to
detail the firve-bombings of the night before. A battalion of 150
saldiers with four of the same vehicles remained in their garrison
within the precincts of the town, unable or unwilling to enter the
neighboring Armenian village of Chapar to guestion the alleged
perpetrator, one Heno Asyrian.

All this tallies strangely with other elements of Azer—Armenian
“"cooperation” in the way of securitv.

Up until Stepanakert declared its independence from Azerhaijan
earlier this month, Armenian police officials wevres still sending
common Ccvyiminals to the Azeri authorities even if they refused to
pursue individuals sought for acts of tervorism and vioclence.

Three Avrmenian convicts in the Shusha jail administered by Azeri
Turks at present are Vladimiv Araturov, 43, convicted on narcotics
charges; Mikhail Avanisvan, 2Z&, convicted on charvrges of
holliganism, and Armen Matlivosyan, 21, convicted of theft.

All three were arvested by ethnic Armenian police in Stepanakert
in 1990 and tried by ethnic Armenian judges before being sent off
to the Azevi Turkish administered jail at Shusha,

Evevan has now asked for their extradiction but Baku has
refused.

KkXKk
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September ZZnd {(Material file fovr Business Week)
Meanwhile in Azerbaijan...

0Of all the newly independent Repuklics, possibly the one with
the greatest potential for real economic independence is
Azerhaljan.

The reason for this is guite simple: oil.

{Azerbhaijan and Turkenistan are said to ke the only two former
Soviets who enjoy a positive trade balances with the Fussian
heartland and the other Republics.)

And yet despite its mineral and agricultuvral wealth and the
increasingly vocal ciies of the opposition Popular Front for true
independence, the government of Ayaz Mutalibov appears to prefer
finding its place within a re-structured union than outside of it.

Mutaliihovy announced Azerhaijan’s unilateral declaration of
independence on August F0thi a week later, on September Sth, the
Azeri Communist party dissolved on Mutalibov?s instruction.

To obhsevvers, bhoth the declaration of independence and the
disollution of the party are just further proof that Matalibov is
intent on runming 2 one man show. Chief opposition leader Tamerlane
Garayev, vice chairman of the Azerbaijan Supreme Soviel, says that
he gave Mutalibov twenty days in power after dissolving the
Caommunist Party hefoere *serious social unrest® would start. Garavev
now has lengthed the president?s tenure in power due the sevies of
meetings over the Armenain enclave of Madgovrno Kavabakbh sponsored by
Fussian President Boris Yeltsin, &as the apparvently positive ocutcoms
of the talks for Azerhaijan have at least temporvorily raised
Mutalikovw?s stature.

S5till, theve is no guestion that the four vear old problem of
Karabkakh has stalled any movement toward the free market in
ABrevhaijan.

"The president has had 1
Presidential advisor Wafa G
suffered.”

Othevrs say that Mutalibov has merely found in Earabakh a
canvenient excuse for neglecting the sevious issuese of pursuing real
independence, an attitoade born perhaps of over 150 vears of central
cantvrol——Ffirst by the czars in 5t Petevshurg and then by the
Commissars in Moscow.

And theve is no doubt that *the center? continues to exercize a
stranglehold of esconomic ties over Azevbaijan.

"People do niot really undevrstand the extent that political
freedom and economic freedom are intwined," said Musa Mahmedov,
senior advisoar to the President Muatalibov on foreign economic
affairs, "personally I want complete independence, but the center
effected a level of inter—dependency that is difficult to break. We
are destined to stay in the restructured union—jiust as avre the
Baitic states.”

ittle time Tor anvything else,” said
gulizade, Yevervything in the country has



10

L

tcg—1-

This is & curious atitude, pevhaps, but so is Mahmedov's Jjob.

The *foreign economic advisor?! appears to spend most of his time
negqotiating new, 'hozizontal? economic ties with those states
expected to remain within the restructured US5R or those that have
Just recently left it-——like Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. These
states, he feels, will ke Bzerbhailan’s gateway to Scandanavian and
novthern European markets. Bzevbaijan will thus becoms the bridgs
betweewn those states and Ivan, Pakistan and Turkey.

Mahmedov?s inclusion of Tuvrkey is strange indeed, given the fact
that Turkey, which successfully embhvraced radical economic reforms
hus

more than a decade ago, has long constituted the real
‘hridge?! hetween Europe and the Middle East.

5till others say that Azerhbaijan®s economic problems =t
from the fact that the country is being vun by a small, se
protecting elite——often refered to as *the Azeri mafia’-—which
permeates both macro and micro sconomic actiwvitv.

Indesd, Azerbaijan hss long bkeen famous throughout the Union for
its rather dubious business practices; in the bad-old-days of the
communist party, the ability to conduct caoammevrce by any Mmeans was
no doubt appreciated by many. But with the official cast-off of
Marxist egalitatianism as the ideoclogical basis of the state, many
are concerned that the so—called "Bzevri Mafia® continues and will
continue to control economic strings at the expense of emerdging
businessmen.

Mo one can do anvithing bere with the right permissions,” said a
yvounyg business man who declined to be named, "When 1 opened my
place two yeavrs ago, the unofficisl byibe was 100 roubles per
sgquare meter of space. pMow it is 1000, And as for bkig projects, one
needn't even talk in tevms of roubles: it is deutschmarks and
dollars that peopls want bhefore they turn a blind sevel”

Happily, there appear to be 5 Tew significant sxwceptions to the
geneval picture of gloom.

Bakmil, an Italian—Azeri Joint wventure, produces air—
conditioners outside of Bakui; the Ankarva-hased Turkish Pet Holding
has invested in both the il sectov as well as other areas of the
economy, including a lesathesr—working plant. Other——especially
Turkish fivms——are keen to cash in on the rosy feeling toward
Turkey to set up the processing and packaging factories Azerbaijan
needs to move out of the catagory of raw product gproducer: some
estimate that 30 percent of the country's agriculture vots in the
fields or goes unsold in markets hecasuse theve is virtually no
juicing or Jamming plants in the land. The Tuvrkish connection here
might he regarded as cynical: during the 19805 Turkey became a sovit
of museum of Fivrst Weoerld industrial machines of a genevation ago
flike aluminium soft drink cans with detaching pop—tops) and it is
Erving to export the same machines to Bzevbaijan.

"The hotels are crowded with Turkish businessmen eager to makes a
guick buck from theiv Azevi kin,” said an Istanbul-based lawver who
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admitted his purpose in surveying the economic landscape was to cses
which “museum® pieces might ke best off-loaded in Azerbaijan.

But clearly, the most active sector of the Azerbaijan economy is
il, and a number of vrecent joint ventures with BF, BAmaco and othev
orporations for deilling and lifting at sea and land undevrline the
act that petroleum will attract business whevesver it lies.

Baku was the first oil ftown in the world, and 1¥ its
significance in Soviet {(and world} production has diminished with
time, on and off shore wells still produce some 12 million tons of
sweet crude annmually—-—a "meire” three percent of the total product
of the Soviet Union——not bad if one considers that the USSR is the
largest cil producer in the world.

But even with value—added from processing in Azerbaijan,
the bulk of the product is then on—socld on the Soviet market at a
fraction of world price——diesel sold te Mescow sells for arvound 32
a ton, as ocpposed to avound $150 pevy ton on the world market. Some
estimates suggest that the freight chavge of getting Baku diesel
and gas to Moscow costs more than the return.

Still, & cevtain latituds has opened up in the past vear, with
foreign o0il companies invited to make joint ventures that are
exempted from tax for two years and with permission to sell their
percentage of the oil they l1ift at world price.

Arguably the most intevesting Jjoint-venture in the il sector is
a small but growing firm determined to make as big an impact——and
profit-—as they can by exploiting the sad fact that most of the
Bzevhaijan o0il industry 13 based on ancient and outmoded
technology. Litevally hundreds of thousands of tons of crude are
dumped or pumped into the immediate envivonment annually.

Baku-Invest, a Soviet—German JV involving elements of a number
of state agencies and individuals with 49% held vy the Hamburg-
tased Semaitex {and with new headguarters in the old KGE club in
downtown Baku) was initially formed 3as an scological company with
an eye for making "patriotic profit® by cleaning up the
envirenmental mess made by a century of exploiting aoil in and
around Baku. But the company has now moved beyond veclaiming hydro-—
carbon waste into similarvr profit—through—created—efficiency schemes
in such sectors as non-ferrous metals and cement as well as the
export of mineral watevr. Initial forays into the hotbtel sectov have
teenn shelved Tor the time being., Like all joint ventures, it enjoys
a two vear tax free status, after which 30% of its profits will go
to the state.

"Our team is drawn from a very carefully selected cadre o
techwically competent, imaginative and patrioctic people,” sa
Mamik Askerov, dirvector of Baku-Invest's oil and petrochemic
division. "But ocur motive is profit. We count svery pennv.”

The concern?s largest single project is an overhaul of the ZZnd
Party Congress refinery outside of Baka on the basis of a3 plan

drawn up the San~Francisco bhased Bechiel Intsrnational earvliier this

“
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vear. 1t goes without saying that Bechtel?!s fee was not paid in
arter or kind but in cold cash currency.

"The level of hydro—cavbons in the effluent of the ZZ2nd Party
Congress Fefinery is phenomenally high. We figure we can save
30,000 tons of o0il flushed out in waste water from the plant per
month," said Askerov, "multiple that times the world price of oil
and you can see the vpotential ovrofit.”

Accovrding to Askevov, the intial investment of 20 million
needed far the vestructuring and modevynizing of the vefinery would
return the initial investment within seven or esight months. The
loan is keing fTloated from an unnamed bank thyrough the helpg of
invisikle partners.

Another area of keen interest is the clean up the sgualid mess
left behind by a century of frenetic drilling and pumping,
especially during the long veavrs of centvral plamning, that has left
the outskirits of BHaku looking like an ecological nightmare.

Frustyated with the indifference of central authority, Baku
Invest has now contracted with the leadesrs of local "RHavons®, or
distyvict councils, to effect a clean—up of Buyuk Shor, or “"Big
Salty,"——a sea—-swamp on the =2dge of town with a foot-deep oil scum
floating on the surface and an estimated thvee—feet of hydvo—cavrbon
soaked sand on the bottom.

"We promised the district councils a lake so clsan salmon will
swim in i1k," said Asksrov, "And in veturn for that, the 0il is ours
to market where we please. He fTigure on an investment of around $2
million and & return of 20 million.®

That this curious mixture of scological consciousness and profit
motive 1s not ill-founded is esxpressed in the companies profii line
this vyear: 20,000 tons of diesel fuel have been shipped via Latvian
and Georgian ports for a prefit of $12 million since Mavch of 1791,
without the loss of a dime Tor delayved vessel fTees while tankers
stand idle at anchor waiting for the wvarious parts of the Sovyuz
Expart, the pan-Soviet oil exporting agency, start te mesh. In real
terms, this means paving premiums, in dollars or impovrted goods, o
all the wvarious parts of the system staviing from the refinevy to
the railway to port officials in Latvia.

Some might call it bribingy Askevov calls it business.

“Our most successful coup was on August 19th," Askevov velated,
"We had a shipment of 10,000 tons of diesel on hand when we heard
news of the putsch and figured it might ke our last sales, so we
instantly oot on the teleyx and telephone and found a customev. Then
we looked for a vesssel and found ong booksd by Sovuz Export, idling
at anchov. We made ouvr arvangements with all concerned and shipped
within two davs, making a wind—-fall profit due ko the rise in the
waorld price of diesel because of the coup whils Soyuz lost 250,000
in anchovrage fees for letting the vessle stand for five days.”

¥ ¥K
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October 1lst: Secret War Continues Despite Yeltsin Intervention
(Filed to Sunday Times in London?

Gevranboy, Azerbaijan—A secrel war continues unabatted in the newly
independent Republic of Azerhaijans——and far bkeyond the confines of
the more familiar conflict in Mountainous Harabakh.

There, despite the recent Ten Point Peace Plan delivered by
Eussian Federation President Boris Yelisin, fighting has actually
increased, with concentrated vocket and canon attacks mounted
almost every night on the few rvemaining Arevri Turkish settiements
in the predominantly Armenian province. More than 2300 civilians and
soldiers have been killed in inter—ethnic fighting in Karabakh
since the majority Avmenians anmounced their intention to join the
enclave to the near—by REepublic of Armenia. {Editov: no vrpit not
‘meighborings;? Eavabakh and Armenia have no contiguous borders!}

=
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Irvonically, security sources in Earahakh ¥ that the only peace
they have known in the past year were the threse days of the hard-
liner putsch in Moscow on August 12th. With the restorstion of
Mikhael Gorbachev the violence hegan anew.

“We eupected the attacks to continue despite the Yeltsin
initiative by dishard Armenians or slements of the old guard in
Moscow who want to promote chsoes for their own ends," said
Timurland Garayev, Vice Fresident of the Azevbaijan Supreme Soviet,
"But we did not sxpect teo see Tighting reach outside of Karahbakh.

But that is exactly what appears to be happening, as fighting
spreads novrth from Earabakh and into the sub-province of Shoumivan
from which all USSE troops were withdvrawn six months ago. Here,
Armenian armoured vehicles and artillavryv——allegedly abtained from
abroad during the Leninikan earthguaks relisf in 19289 or stolen,
purchased or donated by pro—-&Avmenian factions in the Soviet
military, and brought into the region by air, have launched what
can only be described as a major offensive against poorly armed

geri militia men and theivr locsxl cohovis. On the Azeri side, the
main weapons are doubkle-barvrel shot—guns and a small rocket
designed to cause vain when sxploded in overlying clouds.

The recent offenszive bhedgan on September idth, and continusd
throughout the Yeltsin visit to the region. It continues today.

Mo accurate death toll is available, but cassusltises arve thought
to vun into scores. Also, in divect wviolation of the Yeltsin peace
vlan, the Armenians are taking hostages in order to effect the
release of common criminals held elsewhers or simply to raise
money. In the wake of the upsurge of vioclence, some o,000 Azeris——
many of whom were refugees from Armenia——have now left their
villages in the Geranboy region and have descended in panic on the
district seat where they are now sheltered in schools, sanitoriums
and city pavks.

"1 wss woken by the sounds of the shooting at around six in the
morning and got outside just before the rockets starvied to hit,
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said Hasan Magivev, 382, a man from the village of Buzluk which has
now fallen into Armenian bands, "He made for the road and flagged
down & car but then they ambushed us had to crawl to Geranboy.”

Two other passangers in the car were killed, Magivev said.

Azeri sources say the attack is designed to capture former
Armenian towns in the area and associate them with a *Greater
Karakakh? which in turn is to be made a part of *'Greater Armenian.’
Most Armenians wevre driven from the area during the 2xpulsion of
Azeris from Armenis and Armenians from Azerbaijan in 1988 and 195997.

“"If this continues, there will be open war between Azerhbaijan
and Armenia,” said regional governor Irsat Madirev, "The purpose is
to creat a Great Armenia and then turn on Turkey.”

Madirev and others say that the root cause of the curvent
troubkles goes back to the alleged genocide of Avmenians at the
hands of the Ottoman Turks in Eastern Anatolia in 1915, Turkey
denies the claim, saving that an sgual number of Muslim citizens
disd at Armenian hands in conditions of civil war. Many Armenians
in Azerkaijan, however, are descendants of refugees from Anatolia
and continue to havbkor a bitter judgement agasinst 311 things
Turkish——including the Turkish speaking citizens of Azerbaijan.

But unlike Turkey, with a population 20 times as large Armenia’s
and with a huge army at its disposal, Azerbaijan has no military to
speak of, relving on pan—Soviet fovces for its territorial defense.

Mow, in the wake of the attacks and the appavent reluctance of
Moscow to send Russian boys to pelice a distant, i1il-understood
inter—ethnic conflict, strident wvoices ars being raised in Baku
that a national defense force bhe created immediately.

Fecently, due te pressure from the Popular Front——a loose
coalition of opposition parties and intervest groups that demands
the complete independence of Azsvrbaijan from what was once the
Soviet Union, Azevbaijan President Ayaz Mutalibov has called for
the creation of a "National Defense Council?®, a sort of defence
ministvry to ke located in a building formerly occupied by the KEGE.

But the force envisaged by Mutalibov would appear to bhe more of
an honovy guard and not a propey army as demanded by the opposition.

"Mutalibov's guard would be movre appropriate for formal marches
on national holidays in Britain or France,® said Fopular Front
chairman Abulfez Elchihevy, "We need a vreal army of S50 tao &0
thousand men, bkound to a ministyy of defense in order to secure our
territorial integrity——only then will real peacs come hetween
Azerbaijan and Avrmenia.”

To that end, the Front has called for the creation of an army-—
in—waiting of 10,000 volunteers. It iz doubtful, though, that
Mutalibov will then deliver arms to exactly the zovrt of force he is
now resisting——possibly because he fears that an independent army
might well turn on the ex—communist govevrnment he heads.

¥
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October Sth: Azerbaijan Moves to Create Own Army

ered to NYT who declined intevest and then filed to Post after
rd came Trom the Sunday Times that the above piece had not runl
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Baku-—~The Fepublic of Azerbaijan has kbegun moves to create its own
armed forces in ovder fo counter recent Armenian gains within the
disputed tevrvitory of Nagorno Earabkakh as well as in Azevbhaijan
proper, dovevynment and opposition sources savy.

"Soviet internal secuvrity is not up to the task of defending the
country and no—one knows when {Eussian Fedsration President Boris?
¥Yeltsin might decide to pull all the Russian soldiers from the
region,” said Timuvrlang Garayev, vice chaivman of the Azerbaijan
Supreme Soviet and leader of the main opposition Fopular Front
parliamentary gvoup.

Garayev, who participated in the Yelisin mission to EHarvakakh in
mid-September and who was cavtiously optimistic the Yelisin peace
vlan, has now joined others in calling for thes veturn eof a2ll Azeri
vouths serving elsewhere in the Soviet Union to form the cove of
the new army., which is to number between S0 and &0 thoasand men.

Last week the government of President Ayaz Mutalibov met the
opposition demand part way by creating 3 "national defense council”
which includes five opposition deputies. The umbrella Popular Front
had threatened to create its own 10,000 man 'army in waiting?
unless Mutalibov moved decisively on the mattevr. The president has
consistently resisted the creation of a proper army, saying it
would cost too much. Opposition figuvres say that Mutalibov is
simply afraid that a national avmy miaght one day tuvn on his
unpopular, formevly communist regime.

Such fears seem well founded, for alveady, the pgresident has
begun relying on riot control units imported from ocutside

Azevbaiian to patvol gpposition vallies insitead of using local
police.
"The police are with the peocple,” said an officer at =z 11

Y 3
gutside thes Supreme Soviet attended by S,000 people last we EL
Despite his uniform it was clear the officer was at the rally
more as a participant than as a servant of the state. Behind him,
elements of a 300 man Eussian force of the pan-Soviet MVD, or
intevior ministry soldiers, peevred out from bhehind the camoflage
curtains of their military trucks,
The subkject of the rreatiun af an independent military
consistent with Azerhaijan®cs decliarsation of independence from the

USER on Bugust 30th has taken on new urgesncy in the face of
continued violence in the Armenian Enciafe of Magorno Earabakh
despite the much—heralded Ten Point Peace Plan of Russian
Federatinn President Boris “e-tz'n si;-ﬁﬂ by both Armenis and
Azerhaljan in mid-September. The inter—ethnic conflict has already
claimed move than 800 lives since 1382, when the majovrity Armenians
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announced theivr intention to ceceed from Azerbaijan and join the
nearkby Republic of Armenia.

Ivonically, security forces in Karabakh say that the only peace
they have known in the past wvear were the three davs of the hard-
liner putsch in Moscow on August 1Fth. With the restoration of
Mikhael Gorbachev the vioclence hegan anew.

"tHe expected the attacks to continue despite the Yeltsin
initiative by diehard ABrmenians ar elements of the old guard in
Moscow who want to promote chaos for their own ends,” said
Timurland Garayev, “"But we did not expect to see fighting reach
outside of kKarabakh and into other parts of Azerbaijan.”

But that is exactly what appears to he happening, as fighting
spreads north from Earabakh and into the sub—province of Shouamiyan
from which all US5FE troops wers withdrawn six months ago. Hera,
Armenian armoured vehicles and artillary——allegedly obtained fyrom
abroad during the Leninikan earthguake relief in 13289 or stolen,
purchased or donated by pro-Armenian Tactions in the Soviet
military, and brought into the region by ailvr——have launched what
can only be described as a major offensive against poovly armed
Azevi militia men and their local cohoviks, On the Azevi side, the
main weapons arve double—-hkarrell shot-guns and a small rocket
designed to cause rain when exploded in overlving clouds.

The rvecent offensive hegan on September 1dth, and continued
throughout the Yeltsin visit to the region. It continues todavy.

Mo accurate death toll is available, but casualties are thought
to run inte scores. Also, in dirvect violation of the Yeltsin peace
plan, the Armenians are taking hostages in order to effect the
release of common criminals held elsewhere ov simply to raise
money. In the wake of the upsurge of violence, some 4,000 Azevis——
many of whom were vefugees from Avmenia——have now left their
villages in the Geranboy regzaﬁ and havs descended in panic on the
district seat where now sheltevrsd in schools, sanitoviwnms
and city parks.,

1 was woken by the sou
movrning and got outside gmst bk
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f the shooting at arvound six in the
efore the rockets stavted to hit,”
said Hasan Magivewv., 35, man fTrom the village of Buzluk which has
now fallen into Avrmenian hands, "We made fn: the main road and
managed to flag dﬁw“ a carv but then we ran into an ambush and had
to make our way to Ger anhav on fook.”
Two octher passandg the car weve killed, Magivyev said.
Bzevi sources say Fe attack is designed to capture former
Armenian towns in the area and associate them with a 'Greater
Farabakh? which in turvn is to be made a part of *Greater Armenia.’?
Most Armenians were diiven from the area during the tit-for—tat
expulsion of Azeris from Armenia and Armenians from Azevhaijan 1in
1982 and 1959,
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*If this continues, there will he apen war between Azevhaijan
and Armenia,” said regional governor Irsat MNadivev, "The purpose is
to creat a Great Armenia and then turn on Tuvkey.”
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Madivev and others say that the root causs of the current
troukles goes back to the allegesed genocide of Armenians at the
hands of the Otteman Turks in Easteyn Anatolia in 1915, Turkey
E} i =]

denies the claim, saving th | v oof Muslim citizens
died at Armenian hands in Eunﬂltzgng of ciwvi war. Many Armenians
in Azevrhbaijan, however, are descendents of refugees from Anatolis
and continus te harbor a bitter judgement against all things
Turkish——including the Turkic speaking citizens of Azerbaijan.

Meanwhile, in the enclave tevyvitovry of Mahrhlvan, separated
from 8zevhaijan by the Brmenian Zangazury corvidor and now cut off
from the rest of the country by 3 fwo naut¥ cld hlockade, former
Brezhnev—era Folitburo member {and now veborn democrat and
Mahchivan parliamentary president) Haydar Alivev has reportedly
started a public subscription to arm his own local militia.

Whether that force will then be integrated intc the putative
Azeri army remains to be sesn.
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Update

{Mew leading graphs filed on October 10th of previous story
atter Post Desk said still interested but had not run Azerbaijan
Army filej

Baku——The Supreme Soviet of Azevbaijan, or parliament, voted on
Thursday to create an independent army in the face of vecent gains
by Armenian fTorces opevating in the disputed province of NMagorno
Farakakh and slsewhere in Azerbaijan.

The balloting was held in a closed session from which the press
and ochservers were karvred Tlest the Armenians learn about the
procedings?. But participants said that it the resulis were
unanimous after a long and bhitter debate.

Imformation about the putative army remains sketchy, bhul sources
inn the ocpposition umbrella group known as the Popular Front who
tabled the kill say that the force will include some 35,000 men
with an initial core group drawn from the 100,000 Azevri nationals
currently serving in wvarious branches of the Soviet military
autside Azevbkaljlan.

A sub-zection of the bill is said to contain & clause bavving
ABzeri nationals from sevving outside of Azerbaijan in the future

Fahmi Hajiesv, shadow defense minister in the Populav Front
organization, also suggested that Azerbaijan might appeal to Turkey
and Iran for weapons in addition o claiming squipment belonging to
the Soviet army currently in Bzerbaijan.

The voting occuvrved on the thivd, rancorous day of a special
sessiaon of parliament convened by the Popular Front that also
included demands for pavliament to dissolve itself and call for new
elections while creating a Mational Salvation Council to govern the
country in the intermin.

There are 360 seats in the pavliament, only 40 of which are held
by the opposition and the rest by ex—communists.

But theiv smallevy number belies the oppesition’s growing
strength——especially as judged by support in the streets cutside

the pariiament.

Duvring the first session on Tuesday, the Front walked out in
protest of the government’s zfauewalllrg to discuss the Front
agenda and threatened to 'create a situation like in Geovgia.?
Cocler heads prevqilnd and the 49 Front deputiss resiurned—-—only to
watch the majority ex—communists stovrm out of the next session when
the opposition lashed into the parvliamentary chairperson, Mrs
Almivrs Kafarvova, Tor calling demosirstors cutside the building 'a
rabid mob of drug addicts and drunks.”

The same vemavks wevre heard by the demonstvrators outside the
parliament who were watching the procsgesdings live on television.
The crowd latevr physically attacksd several former communist law
makers when they emerged from the building.

"Traitors,” they cried, "Down with the masked communist mafial™
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Police initially vefused to intervene, and order was only
restovred by the presence of special riot—control police brought in
several days ago from outside Azerbaijan.

Many of the formeyr communists reportedly refused to leave the
parliamentary building last night for fear of the wrath of the
crowd outside, who only dispersed after midnight upon the regquest
of opposition leaders.

The issue of creating a national army to defend the territorisl
integrity of the country was initially seized upon by the Popular
Front in the wake of perceived government inespiitude in dealing
with the emotional mattev of Magorno Karabakh.

The government of President Ayaz Mutalibov, it was felt, was
relying too heavily on pan—Soviet forces in Karabakh to maintain
the peace, while at the same time it was feared that the sthnic-—
Fussian dominated forces were tacitly aiding and aketting Armenian
seccessionist in the enclave tevritovy.

{pick up with sixth graph of previous file, starting "The
subject of the creation of an independent military consistent with
frzervhaijan’s declaration of independence from the USSR on August
Z0th has taken on new urgency in the face of continued violence in
the Avrmenian enclave of MNagorno Karabakh despite the much—heraldsd
Ten Point Feace Plan of Russian Fedevation President Boris Yeltsin,
etc” for more colors and Juotes)
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Aftermath:

Well, Peter—1I think vou get the gist of it.

Arnd the worst is that when stories start finding theiv way into
print, as they inevitably will, then I will ke obliged te start at
sguare one information—wise. Theve iz no cummulative understanding
of this place and all references will have to explained again for
the first time: that theve is an oppoesition in Azevbaijans that it
more tham symkolici; that theve is a parliament; that there is a
probhlem with the Armeniansi that there is unhappiness and hope,
fiand in hand, in the land...{I exvpressed this wirap up much better
last night and thewn again this movrning, but laptop problems have
put me in the position of writing it now for the third time and I
have rathey lost the spirit. The Almost Mews Bluess is nearly a
klessing when compared to Covruption in the Computer Cruelitv.e..l

But today is my birthday {37 ovr statistically half a lifeg
probakbly more the way I smoke and drink) and I was clearly
deserving aof dgood news, and it appears to have arrvived via a clean—
line conversation to DC. Appavently, the above steory ran at unknown
ilenagth in the Post today. Better vniews was that the 'Hiding Shotgun
with Sergii? ran in last Sunday?s Outlook sectiond.

I will thus have to esat seme of my self-vightious words, but I
think I should let this report flv anyway, come what mav.

For lacal news, a sad update:

Thieves stole my cheap radioc and expense camera whern 1 was outb.

The radio was my news link to the world and the camera my eyes,
the former more sasily replaced than the latter. Py only
consolation is that the camera takss special battevies found
nowhevre in the US5FR, and will thus socon become a useless hunk of
alloy and glass for the thief or the person who buye it out of
hawk. Worse, I think 1t was an inside job akoard my favored good
ship Turkistan and it is difficult to maintain the same, cld
cordial velations with the staff while they remain under suspicion.

Enough Tovr now,

Haku, Octohber 1ith 1391
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uy Fan On The Mews Front

£11 dressed up with nowhere to file: Yo
with Pan—Tuvanist Poet Halil Uigturk at Popular Front Rally in Baku
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