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90
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11.
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13.
14,
15.
16.
17.
18.
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21.
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3l.
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33,
34,

35
36.

37
38,
39.
40,
4l.
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1937 - 1944
Letter KOM-WSR - Re education and qualifications. feb. 15,
" Griffith C. Evans-WSK - KOM " " 18,
" WSR-KOM - Request for further data; suggested contact
with CRC. " 25,
" KOM=-WSR - Biographical information. Mer. 3,
Memo - Biographical data re Ssmuel C. Mey.
" " " " " “ fr. "Who's Who"™ 1936-37
Letter Louis Brownlow-WSR - Re association of KOM with Public
Administration Clearing House, Chicago. w23,
" WSR-KOM - Opinions of Brownlow & C.E. Merrism.re KOM
qualifications; prospects for Russien trip. " 25,
" KOM=WSR - Visit to CKC at Palm Springs; work on M.A. w31,
" WSE-KOM - Acceptance of KOM by INCWA. Apr.22,
" " ™ - Prospects for Russian trip; Prof. Olson. Mey 4,
" " "™ - Re permission for ™ " "o 25,
" KOM=WSR - Exams for Ph.D.; Prof. Olson. w27,
“ WSE-KOM - Financial relations, etc. with INCWA. June 9,
" " "o requirements; re economic planning. "9,
" " " - Request for info. on Rentz & Raymond Fisher. " 10,
" KOM-WSE - Acceptance of INCWA association. "o14,
w WSK-KOM -~ Suggestions re Russian study; reports. w18,
Cable JOC-WSK - Russian refusal for KOM studies. wooom
Letter WSR-KOM -« Request for info. re Norman Henwell. " 25,
" KOM~WSR - Arrival of Soviet flyers to Oakland; meeting
with Howard Wiedemsnn; Russ. lang.studies. " *
b " "™ - Comments re Norman Hanwell, Rentz & R.Fisher.July 2,
" " " . Expense acct., languege studies. "* 10,
" WSR=KOM = Re finances. " 14,
" KOM-WSR - Travel plans; activities. ® 18,
" WSR-KOM - Suggestions re travel & study in Russia. ™24,
" KOM-WSR -~ Travel plans; languege study. "o28,
" WSR-KOM - Ke travel with Intourist, Opsn Road. Aug. 4,
" KOM-WSR - Lenguage studies; Claus Mehnart lecture on
Far Eastern situetion. * 10,
" " " - Re Study of Galois Theory of Equations. " 22,
" " "% « Travel itinerary; Ph.D. preliminaries. w27,
h " ™ - Chicago contacts; T.Vehe visit. Sept.5,
" 1- " "™ < Annual report of activities; Antonius. w27,
" 8am'l.Mey-WSR - Appreciation of opportunities offered
KOM; plans for European travel. "oo28,
" 2-XOM-WSR - Possibilities for study in London. Oct. 5,
" 3- " " - London-Oxford-Cambridge impressions; discussion
of "The Making of a Hero," N. Ostrovsky. "9,
" 4- % ™ . Stockholm; impressions enroute Leningrad. w12,
" 5- " ™ . Pirst impressions of Soviet Union; the Metro. "™ 20,
" 6- "™ "™ - Moscow impressions. w27,
" T« ® % oW pookstores. "oz,
Meiling List (revised). oo
Letter 8-KOM-WSR - Moscow celebration of 20th anniversary of
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the Revolution. Nov. 8,

1937
w

"

w
w
"

"
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€8.
59,
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82.
830
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87,

Letter 9-KOM-WSR - Visit to planning institute, Leningrad;

prospects for study in Moscow; contacts. Nov. 10, 1937

" 10- ™ " . PFinances; London studies. voo26, ™
K 11- ™ "™ .« International situstion. Dec, 3, ™
" 12« ™ "™ « Program of study; Sir Bernard Pares; finances,
visit to U.S. of Myrdal, Swedish planner.Dec. mooom
Cable WSR~KOM -  Finances; Antonius. 8, ™
Letter 13-KOM-WSR - Leningrad Plamning Institute. "oo10, M
" 14=- ™ "™ < antonius; Pilenco. cweoo 15, W
" 15- * ™ . Discussion of “planning." w18, ™
" U.SeEmbassy,London-WSK - Request for info, re KOM. " L w
" WSK-KOM = Comment on letters & activities. w23, ®
Tel." =S.C.May - Chicago plans; letter from KOM. Conom "
Letter 16-KOM-WSR - Christmes in England. w28, "
" 17- * ™ - Bavarien holiday. Jan. 13, 1938
" WSR-U.S.Embassy, Loridon - Info re Kenneth May. *ool4, ™
" 18-KOM-#SR = Rally staged by Left Book Club,London. "1y, v
b 19~ " ™ < Russian studies. w20, ™
" VWSR-KOM - " "™ s Harvard interest in science
& society. w27, "
" 20~KOM-NSR - "Money" by Emile Burns; "Capital®™, Marx. " 29, "
W 21 - The Left Book Club & anti-Fascist movement.Feb.8, ™
" W "™ . Russian studies; Blucher; Habict. w13, m
b 22 "™ ™ < Training of Soviet planners. " 15, ™
R " «Blucher = Socialist Soviet national plannlng. voo24, ™
™ 23 " -WSR - Russian, statistical & planning studies. ™ ! "
R 24 ™ " - Oxford contacts; publication of letters. Mar. 3, "
" 26 " "™ - ™Capitalism versus Socialism,™ A.C.Pigou. ™ g9, "
" WSR~KOM - California trip; INCWA meeting. w19, ®
" 26-KOM-WSK - Swiss vacation; international situation. ™ 26, "
b 27 : " - Miscellaneous activities & studies;finences.Apr.20,"
2] 28 W
" 29 ™ ™ < hnnual cart horse parade; national fitness
campaign. June 8, ™
b 30 ™ " . Election campaigning. July 11, *®
s 30 " " - leiling list for letters. o1z,
" 31 " "™ - Project for Ambassador Kennedy; plans for
future studies; merriage. " wooom
" 22 ™ "® - American tourists; Julian Huxley. " 21, "
" 33 ™ ™ _ Paris impressions. hug. 2, "
" WSR-KOM -~ Request for resignation. " 3, "
" KOM-WSR -~ Ke termination of assn. with INCWA. " 1z, ™
" WSR-KOM - " " " " " [0 Sept. 2, ™
" " ~jmbassador Kennedy - Resignation of KOM; Blake-
more; Talbot; Antonius. " 9, "
" KOM-WSR - Re annual report. Octs 1, ™

Annual Report of KOM, June 1937-August 1938.
Letter WSR-KOM - ack. of report; re publication of letter. ™ 11,

w KOM=-WSR - Studies at the Sorbonne. Dec .24,
t WSR=KOM - iantonius re Palestine Conference. Jan.23,
" KOM-WSR - "The Social Function of Science,™ Bernal; Feb.l4,

relation of “"Planning®™ to “Science & Society;
opportunities for studying organization of
science in France.
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88,
89.
90.
1.
R.
28.
94.
95.
96.
97.

98.
99.

100.
101.
108.
1N%.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
108.
110.
111,
118.
113,
114.
115.
116,
117.
118.
119.
120.

121.
1R2.
1R3.
124.
125.
126.
127.

1£8.
129.
130.

131,
132.
183.
134.

135.
136.
137.

Letter WSR-KOM - Institute news: death of Chas.R.Crane Mar. 2, 1939
" KOM-WSR - Trip te Ttalys U.S.8.R.; studies. ‘ “Apr. 19, "
" WSR-KOM — Institute meetings Havard. May 8, ¢
n KOM-WSR - ™" " . "Lg Pensee;"U.S.S.R. June 3%, "
KOM Memo - Kharkov Fngineering-Ecconcemic Institute. Avug. 22, "
Letter KOM-WSR - " " " " : teaching: finances. n Rz, 1
n WSR-KOM - Inquiry re Dr. Karl Falk; Institute activities. Mar.23, 1940
" KOM-WSR — Prof. R.A. Brady; studies & teaching activities. " 20, "
" WSR-KOM - Institute mseting in Chicago. Apr. 3, "
n n % _ Serge Chermayeff; Wiedemann; Sly. May R7, "
KOM Memo "Training for the 'General Reporter.'" June 9, "
Letter KOM-WSR - Memc ocn " " " ) mi7, "
n WSR-KOM - * ¢ i " ; Institute plans. ' "2s, M
" KOM-#SR - Clippings. < oept 28 "
Cllpplng re KOM and 4iscwning by father from San ﬂlﬁgr Union _7,"
n n n n 1 n f i
1" " n n " " 1 "o N._;'-.Dally I\IEV_NS’ .?.ti?. " n n
n n n n n _n " " T,.A. Times n n i
u n non u u " " Barkeley Student Daily noonon
1 n noon oo n " " Chicage Daily Times n non
Letter VSClark-WSR — re May family rrw. " v
Clipping~ " " " " from San Disge Tribune-Sun " e,
Letter WSR-KOM - oo " " Oct. B,
Cllpplng ‘re KOM dlscharga from U. of Calif. frem L.A. Tinmes "R,
n " " " from Chicage Herald-Fxam, Noev. 14,7
KOM Statement to Editer of cn withdrawing from U. Calif.
Letter KOM-WSR - Help in the war effort. Dec. 12, 1941
" WSR-JNHazard - re KOM desire to sngage in war effcrt. "o1s, "
WSR Memo re KOM qualifications . " non
Letter JNHazard-WSR - Prespects for KOM in Army. T 23, 0"
" WSR-KOM — Army prospects; INCWA m#mbers. ‘ Como24, 0
Clipping re Kenneth May divorces, May 1942
i KOM review of Tolan Committee Report en Mebilization of .
Manpowsr frem "People's World" S. F. Nov. 85, ¥
Letter " -WSR - Attempts to enter Army. "mooge, "
L WSR-KOM - Activities of INCWA personnel. Dec.. R, "
n KOM-WSR - Army impressicns. Jan. 31, 1943
n WSR-KOM - Institute activities. _ Feb., 11, "
" n i —_ 1 n June 21’ n
" KOM-WSR — Army activities. mooR9,
" " "~ Cemments on Herrcn's "Letters from the Argentine'; :
Army expariences. Sept.22, "
" WSR-KOM — Activities of Institute personnel; future plans. WNeov, &5, "
" moom - Ack. of review of Herrcn book (see Herren file) Dec. 7, "
i KOM-WSR ~ Return from Aleutiansi reccnciliation with father;
possibilities for postwar activities © Jan. 14, 1944
n oo~ The role of religicn as nossible field of study. "o, "
" WSR-XOM — Institubte future activity: Bernal. Feb., 1, ¥
" KOM-WSR - Bernal; Sarton; Russian studies. w7,
n WSR-KOM - Institute meetings; Arctic, Dessert & Tropie Infr.
' Center and Lawrence Gculd. T, "
" u "~ Re WSR trip tc Middle West. "R,
" KOM-WSR — Possibilities for a meeting in Denver. 24,0
" WSR-KOM — Postponement of trip teo Midwest. Mar. 7, "
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138. Letter KOM-WSR - Plans for meeting WSR in Denver. March 9, 1944
139. " ® " - Meeting with WSR; suggestions for
Institute personnel, A.E.Flanigan. " 22, "
140. Clippings from "The Rucksack™ - 87th Inf. paper containing
editorial & verse by KOM. ’ w24, W
141. Letter KOM-WSR -~ Col. Goode, C.0.; letters from staff;
Carey McWilliams' study of organized religion. Apr. 16, "

142, W _WSR -~ Comments on Hindus article. o211, ®
143, " " ™ - Ruth Doak and folk singing & appreciation
of music in America. May 2, ™

144. Enclosure with above: letter from Ruth Doak -group singing. Apr. "
145. Letter KOM-WSR - U.S.Army policy; comments on "America in
i Arms,™ by Gen. D.M. Palmer; Fighting Forces
i Series of publications; U.S. Army as subject
for study. May 14, ™
146. "  WSR-L.M.Gould<- Re Kenneth May. " 16, ™
147, ¥ " -KOM =~ Ruth Doak; "The Military Policy of the U.S." .
by Gen. Emory Upton; Larry Witt; L. Gould. " 18, *

148. " L.Gould-WSR - Request for transfer of KOM to ADTIC. w27, ™
149, "™ KOM-WSR - Furlough in Berkeley & interview with Dean
Lipman, etc. Yune 7, M
150, ™  WSR-KOM - Prof. Neymen; Ar¢tic, Desert & Tropic Info.
Center. / . w o1z, "
151, ™ EKOM-WSR - Russian studies; opportunities for postwar
study in Russia. i ® 16, "
152, ™ W " _ Transfer to Texas; study opportunities;
completion of Ph.D. vto29, ™
153. ™ W&ReKOM - Russian studies at Cornell; Ph.D. July 6, "
154, "  KOM-WSR - " reading; Africa as an area for study. *o16, ™
155. " W % _ Interview before Officer Candidate Board. Aug.19, "
156. ™ " "™ _ Kisks picture; exam. for 0.C.S. w27, "
157. Snapshot taken on Kiska - 1943.
158. Letter WSR-KOM - Ack. Kiske picture. Sept. 6, "
159, " KOM-WSR - Kiska beard; JOC's letter to Life re
Bullitt article; GI views on postwar situation;
politics. Sept.24, ™
160. " " W . Cancellation of order to 0O.C.Se w 28, "
161, ™ WSR-KOM - " wooowo Oct. 12, *
162, ™® KOM-WSR - Dr. E.W. Zimmerman; Harry M. Shoosham;
, ‘ row at U. of Texas; orientation classes. w o1, "
163, ™ WSR-KOM - Institute annuel meeting; Shooshem; request
for memo on orientation work; reactionary
trend in Middlewestern universities. w3, "
164, "™ ‘KOM-WSR - Promotion to corporal. Nov. 2, *®
165. ™ WSR-KOM - Re " . : t g, "
166, " KOM-WSR - Promotion to sergeant. 15, *
167. ® ® % _ 4 on orientation in the army. w7, w
168. w " ©w - #2, " " ‘\t " W Dec 8, A ]
169. Clipping re KOl promotion in Berkeley Daily Gezette. " o14, ™

170. Letter KOM-WSE - Possibility of moving; mathematical pro-
' bilities re outcome of election. ,
171, ® WSR-KOM - Annual meeting INCWA; committee set up by
Office of Scientific Research & Development.™ 16, ™

L} L] n
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172, Excerpt of letter from Vietor Clark re KOM letters on

orientation in the army., Dec. 22, 1944

173, Letter KOM-WSK - ke moving of regiment; clinplng. weooon St
174. W.V.Bingham-M.Perkins - re KOM letters on orienta-

tion in the ermy. "o "
175, ™ WSR-XOM - Regimental insignia. : "oy, o0
176, ™ EOM-WSK - #3 on orientation in ermy. ' " o285, "
77. " " -HKP - Re copies of letters; mailing list,. " o26, w
178, * Me.Perkins-V.Clark - KOM letters on orientation. wo27, »

179, % - HKP-KOM - Meiling list; form of letters. w30, ™



1909 Walnut Street
Berkeley, California
February 15, 1937

Mr. Walter S.lRogers

% Charles R. Crane

Palm Springs, California
Dear M¥r. Rogers:

Sincexgur conversation in San Francisco last
Saturday I have talked the matter cver with my
father and find that he approves. Upon further con-
sideration my original interest and enthusiasm have
not decreased, and I am certain that the Institute's
aid would enable me to continue my training in the
best possible way. Please let me know if you wish
information or references in addition to what is
offered below.

I regeived my A.B. with "highest honours in
mathematicsﬁ from the University of California in May
1936. In May of "this year I &ill have an M.A. in

the same fﬂeld and will have completed formal course



20
|

(Kenneth May) -

requirements for the Ph.D.f The following is:a list
of principal subjects studied since entering college:

Mathematics--College Algebra, Theory of FEguations,

Logistic, Plane and Solid Analytic Geometry, Projective
Geometry, Algebraic Geometry, Advanced Calculus,
Ordinary and Partial Differential FEquations, Functions
of a Complex Variable, and Real Variable Theory. |
Economics-—-FElementary course, History of Economic
Doctrine, and Mathematical Economics. In the last named
I have been particularly interested in mathematical
work based on measurable quantities and the concepts of
statistics and accountingy.

. Statistics--A course including the study of multiple
correlation, curve fitting, and Pearson's and Charlier's
Curves.

Languages—--1 have é good reading knowledge of French,
German, and Italian.

Miscellaneous--Physics, Chemistry, Navigation, Naval

Science and Tactics, Philosophy.

As an undergraduate I took part in vafious student
activities. For example, I was secretary of the
Student Institute of Pacific Relations (1933), a coun-
cilor of Phi Beta Kappa, a member of the Student
Judicial Council (entrusted by the president of thé

University with cases of student disc;plinei, and
/
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chairman of the Open Forum connected with the

Associated Students. I won a letter in varsity

soccer., At present I have the following affiliations:
American Mathematical Society, Phi Beta Kappa, Pi

Mu Epsilon (Mathematics), Sigme Xi (Science), Order

of the Golden Bear (Senior Society), American Federation
of Teachers (I am a teaching assistant at the University),
and the Sierra Club of California.

In connection with the last named club, I was
co-founder of its Rock Climbing Section and have
acted as mountaineering guide and instructor on its
outings. I am a third class skier (British 8ki Club
and A.M.C. sténdards) and have made numerous mountain-
eering ascents, some in the Extra Severe class (Bavarian
standardszgi?l own and use a Leica camera;

The following people are acquainted with me
personally, the first two particularly with my academic
work: Griffith C. Fvans, Chairman of the Department of
.Mathematics, U.C.; Charles B. Lipman, Dean of the
Graduate Division; Joel H. Hildebrand, Professor
of Chemistry, U.C.; Alan C. Blaisdell, Director of
International House, Berkeley; Louis Brownlow, Direétor
of the Public Administration Clearing Hduse, Chicago;

and Professor H. D. Lasswell, University of Chicago.
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Before I knew of the possibility of studying in
the U.S.S.R., my plan was to continue work for the
Ph., D. at the University of California and then to go
wherever I could get the best training in statistical
work? The proposal you outlined would enable me
to carry on just the studies I wish in statistics
and economic planning and to do so in close contact
with practical work. The opportunity is not only
unique in itself, but most appropriate to my present
interests and future plans. It comes at an excellent
time, Jjust when I have finished formal course work
in mathematics and am anxious to get to practical
applications.

In the.ement‘that you send me to study in
Russia I will be prepared to work hard, to fit myself
into Russian student 1life, and to learn to know the
people and the country as intimately as possible.

In short I will take every advantage of the opportﬁnity
to become a specialist in the field thus opened to me.

Sincerely yours,

\m
Kenneth May w

P.S. I should like to receive the law student's news

letter which you told me about, if that is convenient..



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
A)\}M DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS
/ : BERKELEY
February 18, 1937

Dr. Walter S. Rogers
Director, Institute of Current World Affairs ;§°
Care of Mr. Charles R. Crane ‘ j

Palm Springs, California
Dear Dr. Rogers:

I took the liberty of rushing your acquaintance
with Mr. Kenneth May in order that you should get some
idea of his personality before you left. I should like to
supplement that knowledge with other information.

Mbun
- ges.

Ik;
o

ference to Kenneth May over these six or seven graduate student
in pure mathematics who, among the graduate students whom we
have in mathematics, may reasonably expect university rather
than college academic careers, as well as over two other
students in mathematical economics of somewhat the same high
quality. In the group of students of pure mathematies, Mr.

May would probably stand second rather than first, but that

is because the first student is one who has entirely excep-
tional gifts for pure mathematies. The University of Cali-
fornia recommended Kenneth May and one other (not the one men-
tioned above) to Harvard University for possible appointment.

to their Society of Fellows. The other two students who seem
particularly qualified for the appointment to which you refer
are able and I hope will make contributions to economic theory,.
but I do not believe that they are on the same level intellee= -
tually or in personality with Kenneth May. Although he is ~
Just completing his first year of graduate study, he will have .
covered all the course work that we can ask of a candidate for .
the Ph.D., so that he is much more advanced than his age in-
dicates.

In méking the recommendation I am giv1ng pre- \\
8

As an undergraduate, he was one of a group of four
or five friends, in particular, Gordon Griffiths and John
Dyer-Bennet, all of the highest academic rank and members of
the Phi Beta Kappa, majoring in different subjects and all
very much alive to political and social questions, who thus
contributed much to each other’s development.

I am quite confident in my belief that another
student§w1th such a happy combination of qualities for your
particular interests will be hard to find.



It was a pleasure to meet you the other day and
I hope that we shall run across each other again.

Very sincerely yours;

GCE:sh.



February 25, 1937

Mr. Kenneth MHay
1809 Walnut Street
Berkeley, Calif.

Dear Hr. M ays

Yesterday while at the Seripps Ranch nesr San
Diego I received & telegram from Professor Ssuar resdingt
"Regret that flu continues to keep me incapasclitated.®

Ir the late afternoon I took & plane for Ban
Francigco, wheh sbout halfwey to Los Angeles the plane
turned asround to return to 8an Liego. As my second trip
%0 Berkeley was planned mainly to see Professor Ssuer
and a8 I am dsys behind on my schednle, I have decided
to go. esst from here.

Your letter is very setigfactory, but I should
1ike to have in addition your age and & little ebout
your family, Please send the information to ny New
York address -« 522 - 5th Avenue.

The next step will be for me to talk with ay
associstes and with the Soviet Aumbassador. 42 I shall
not reach Washlngton until sbont three weeks hence, you
probably will not hear from me sgein until the latter
part of March. .

fhile at Palm Springs I showed your lekter to Mr.
Charles R, Crane, who as you may recall is one of the -
Trustees of our little institute and the donor of most of
its endowment. He sald that he would like to see you., If
along towsrc th létter part of Mareh you ean spere the time
I suggest that yon eall on him. The Institunte will rew
imburse you for any expense involved.



- G -

If you do go to Palm Springs, I would like to have
you 8top off in Los Angeles long enough to have g talk
with Mrs, Celestine M, Flliot, 6222 North Sweetszer Street,

She has moved asboudt the world, snd 1 respect any Judgment
she makes,

It would be well to write in advance to Mr. (rane
end Mrs. Elliot, He leaves for Washington sbout the 10th

of April. Mrs. Elliot you mey not be able to find sg she
is away much of the tinme.

Yours sincersly,

ws R



1909 Wainut Street
Berkeley, Californisa
March 3, 1937

Mr. Walter S. Rogers
522 -Bth Avenue

New York City

Dear Mr. Rogers:

It was too bad that the weather and Prof.
Sauert's illness prevented your visifing Berkeley
again. However, I was glad to get Your letter
of February 25 and yesterday wrote to Mr. Crane
and Mrs. Elliot as you suggestea.

In answer to your first question, I was
born in Poptland, Oregon on July 8,'§915 and
hence will be twenty-two this July;VAInbanswer
to the second, I enclose a copy of my father's

biography as 1t appears in Who's Who in America

for 1936-1937 and a copy of a press bulletin.
In addition, the following may be of‘interest:



(Kenneth May) -2-

My father's grandparents came to California
in the early fifties, and his parents, after their
marriage, ﬁoved to Oregon where he was born. Of
this side of the family there remains only my
father's sister and her family. My mother was
born in Cambridge, England. Her father was an
architect, while my other grandfather was a
business man. Relatives on my mother's side
ére living in various parts of England with the
family names of Parkin, Ownsworth, Dodgson, and
Thompson. Both my mother and father travelled
extensively in Europe, and on two occasions nmy
brother, Randolph, and I accompanied them. The
latter is now working with the State Relief Ad-
ministration. In addition to family friends
abroad I have4acquéintances and friends in England,
France, Germany, Italy, China, and Japan most .
of whom I met while they were visiting or study-
ing at the University of California,.

Of the references I gave younMr. Brownlow
and Mr. Blaisdell are best acquainted with my
family. Othgﬁﬁwho could give you information

are: Mr., Luther Gulick, Director, Institute of
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Public Administration, 302 East 35th Street, New
York City; Mr. Duncan McDuffie, 22 Roble rd.,
Berkeley; and Mr. Anson S. Blake, Arlington Ave.
and Rincon rd., Berkeley.

If you wish further information or if there
is anything else I can do, please let me know.
If not, I shall look forward to hearing from
your toward the end of March.

Yours sincerely,

St e



(Copy of infermation given to press before
speaking engsgements, etc.)

Professor Samuel C, May has been a member of the Department of Politisal
Science at the University of California aine; 1921, In 1930 he became
Director of the Bureau of Public Administration, University of California,
an agency for govermmental research, informatiomal serviece, and #raining.

Profeasor May wam a member of the City Couneil, B‘exkeiew, for twe years,

and is now a member of the Board of Library Trustees, Berkeley. He has heen
directior of research for the Commonwealth Club of Califomis since 1928, and
has also served as s member of various State and National commissions and

organisations interested in government,

During the summer of 195#. Professor May was an official Amerigan
delegabe to the Sixth International Congress of Lecal Authorities at Berlin
and Munich. He represented the University of Califernis at the Centemnial
Célebration of the University of London and also a,'f: the Anglo-American
Historical Conference in London, and attended the anmual meeting of the
British Institwbe of Public Administration at Oxford.

Professor May is s graduate of the Law Schoel of Yale University
snd has done further graduate work at Columbis University. He engaged
the practice of law for ﬁ,g*"eus before entering the teaching ﬁeiﬁ»

In the development of university pregrams of tmiﬁing for the
public service, Professor May's work st the University of Californis has
been ontstanding, and he has been m’sienaily meagn‘iaed as a leader 'in
this important field,



(Copied from Who's Who in America 1936-1937)

MAY, Samuel Chester, prof. polit. science; be. Portland, Ore.,
Dece 7, 1887; s, Emanuel and Amelis (Selling) M.; Student Yale, 1908-10;
IL.Bs, Yale University Law Sch., 1912; M.A., Columbis University, 1920;
m, Eleanor Ownsworth Parkin, February 19, 1913 (died May 30, 1935);
children--Randolph Parkin, Kenneth Ownsworth. In practice of law,
Portland, 1913-17; instr. in polit. science, Dartmouth, 1920-21; asst.
prof. polit, science, H. of Calif., 1921-25, asso. prof., 1925-30, prof,
gince 1930, also dir.Bur. of Pub, Administration since 1930. Served as
8d lte, UeSehs, 1918. Mem. City Council, Berkeley, Calif., 1923-25; mem.
com. on cost of crime, Nat. Commn. on Law Observance; consultant Calif,
City Mgrs. Assn., Calif., Conf. on City Plamning; U.S. del, to Union of
Cities, Paris, France, 1925; U.S, del. to Internat. Congress of Local
Authérities, London, 1932, Berlin, 1934, 36; U.S. del. Internat. Inst.
Administrative Sciences, Warsaw, 1936; trustee Berkeley Library; member
Californis Commn, on Local Home Rule; mem, Calif, Crime Problem Advisory
8om,3 dir. research, Commonweslth Club of Califo, since 1925, Mem, Am.
Acad, Polit, and Social Science, Am. Polit. Science Assn., Calif. Acad.
Science, Nat, Municipal League (dir.), Social Science Research Council
(mem, Com, on pub administration 1928-29), Internat. City Mgrs. Asen.
(mem. Research com.), English-Speasking ®nion of U.S., Alpha Kappa Lambda,
Pi Sigma Alpha; hon, mem. Inst. Pub. Administration (Great Britain};
membre titulaire Institut Intemat. des Sciences Administratives, Mason
(32*), Clubs: Kiwanis, Commonwealth, Faculty, Sierra, Bohemian. Contbg.
editor Publie Management. Contbr, to Nat. Municipal Review, Am. Polit.
Science Rev., etc. .
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FrEDERICK M. DAVENPORT Telephone NAtional 3230
Rosert M. HutcHINs

JorN Garranp PorLarp March 23, 1937
Lours BrowNrLow

Dear Mr. Rogers:

May I recall to your mind the substance of the conversation we
had in Washington the other day concerning Mr. Kenneth May of the Universi-
ty of California?

I have known Mr. May since 1932 and while I have not seen him
very frequently I have kept in touch with him by correspondence. I con-
sider him one of the ablest young men in the country.

His primary interest, as you know, is in mathematics and statis-
tical work and I feel certain that the opportunity now offered to take this
four-year course in Russia is an ideal one for him.

If you should decide to select him I hope that you will let me
know as in that event I would like to have him come to the office of Public
Administration Clearing House in Chicago and spend at least three or four
weeks there with the several organizations of public administrators in our
group. I would particularly like him to work in the office of the Ameri-
can Society of Planning Officials and become familiar with the work we are
trying to do. Then, if it meets with your approval, I would like to make
an arrangement with him so that while he is in Russia he could write us
regularly. ’

I have a feeling that after his return from Russia that the com-
bination of an exceptional opportunity and an exceptional young man will
result in producing for us in the United States a qualified person for
whom there will be many opportunities in the planning and statistical field.

Yours ry truly

LOUIS BROWNLOW

Mr. Walter S. Rogers
522 Pifth Avenue
New Yor, New York



March 25th, 1937.
Dear Mr, May:

¥hile in Washington on londay I let Louis Brownlow
read your letter to me and the letter Professor Evans sent me in
regard to you. Brownlow was very enthusiastic about you and about
the Russian opportunity. In a letter just received he confirms what
he then said and addss

®#If you should decide to select him I hope that you will
let me know as in that event I would like to have him come
to the office of Public Administration Clearing House in
Chicago and spend at least three or four weeks there with
the several organizations of public administrators in our
group. 1 would particularly like him to work in the office
of the American Society of Planning 0fficials and becoms
familiar with the work we are trying to do. Then, if it
meets with your approval, I would like to make an arrange=-
ment with him so that while he is in Russia he could write
us regularly.

I have a feeling that after his return frem Russia that the
combination of an exceptional opportunity and an exceptional
young man will result in producing for us in the United States
a qualified person for whom there will be many opportunities
in the planning and statistical field."

Professor Charles E. Merriam of the University of Chicago
and of President Roosevelt's planning commission was present when I
talked to Brownlow and offered to bs of servics,

Professor Harper, head of the Russian Department at the
University of Chicago, and I spent a couple of hours Sunday morning
with Mr. Constantine Oumansky, Counselor of the U.S.5.R. Embassy, He
agreed to write Moscow to urge that formal consent be given to your
attending the school there., He thought that five or six weeks might
elapse before a reply was received, as several people would have to be
consulted.

A quarterly meeting of the trustees of this Institute is
scheduled for the second Tuesday in April. I have, however, communicated
with several of the trustees already., In Washington, I talked with Harold
Ge. Moulton and Vietor Clark. I sent a copy of your letter with my comments
to John Hicholas Brown, who was then in Tucson, Arizoma, and to G. R. Parkin,
Montreal. WNext week I am t0 see Henry Allen Moe and Lawrason Riggs,Jr. here
and Charles F. Axelson in Chicagb, President Bowman of Johns Hopkins I shall
see either here or in Baltimore,

WSR/fe Cordial greetings,
Mr. Kenneth Mey,

1909 walnut Street,
Berkeley, California,



1909 Walnut Street
Berkeley, California
March 31, 1937

Dear Mr. Rogers:

I was glad to receive your letter of March 26 upon
arriving home from a very pleasant stay at Palm Springs.
Needless to say I enjoyed meeting Mr. and Mrs. Crane and
Miss Powell. Mrs. Frances Crane and her daughter-in-law
were there also, and on Monday I motored to Altedena with
the former and met Mrs. Crane-Gartz and her daughter.

Mr. and Mrs. John Nicholas Brown arrived in Palm
Springs Sunday nite, but since I had to leave the next
morning we were not able to do more than mention the
Institute. ' '

You will find my expense account for the trip
on the attached sheet.

As you know I shall be busy with work for the M.A.
until May 15. Professor Evans suggests that I then
take the "preliminaries" for the Ph.D., so that I can
get the degree simply upon presentation of a thesis at
some later time. The University of California is offering
an intensive special course in Russian this summer. It
lasts ten weeks ending August 27, and is one way in which
the language problem could be solved.

I am very glad to hear how well things are progressing.
My father was especially pleased with Mr. Browhlow's
suggestion. They have worked together on several occasions.

Cordially yours,
Mr. Walter S. Rogers a*?g‘

522 Fifth Avenue
New York City



April 22nd,1937.

¥r. Kenneth May,
1809 Walnut Street,
Berkeley,California.

Dear Mr, May:

At the quarterly meseting of the Trustees of this
Institute, held here Tuesday evenlang,I was authorized to enter
into an arrangement with you if we can work out a mutually
acceptable progrem. As soon as I hear from the Soviet Enbassy
I will communieate with you mgain. A reply to the Embassy's
letter to Moscow should be received within the next week or
two.

Mr. George Antonius, the Institute's representative
in the Arabiec speaking countries is here, I hope it will prove
possible to work out a meeting between you and him,

Cordial greetincs,

iSR/fe



May 4th,1937.

¥r. Eenneth May,
1909 ialnut 3treet,
Berkeley, California,.

Dear ¥r, May:

4 day or so ago I was informed by the Soviet
Smbassy that no word had been received as yet from Moscow
in regard %o you.

If you happen to know Professor Olson,anthro-
pelogy, please ask him if he recelved a letter I addressed
to him several weeks ago.

Yesterday's mail brought a letter from Dean
Dickinson of the Law School in which he expressed his
appreciation of Hazard's letters,

Yours sincerely,
WSR/fe



May 25,1937

¥r. Kenneth May,
1909 ¥alnut Street,
Berkeley,California.

Dear Mr. May:

Yesterday at the Soviet Embassy I had a talk
with ¥Mr. Oumansky, the Counselor, who said that he had not
as yot heard from Moscow in regard to you, but that he knew
of no reason why the permission asked should not be granted.
I am today formally in writing requesting ¥r. Oumansky to
cable Moscow,.

Yesterday I sent a second cable to John Crane,
who is now in Moscow, asking that he talk with Mr., Neymann,
the official in the Foreign Office having direct charge of
Russian-American relations.

I feel confident that everything will work
out satisfaectorily, but Moscow certainly, in this instance
at least, is exasperatingly slow.

Did you receive my letter to you of May 4th?

Yours sincerely,
WSR/fe



1909 Walnut St.
Berkeley, Califcrnia
May 27, 1937

Mr. Walter S. Rogers
522 Fifth Avenue
New York City
Dear Mr. Hogers:
Your letter of May 25 is most welcome. The
uncertainty would be more annoying if I were not
so busy with qualifying examinations for the Ph. D.
However, I am glad that you are pressing the matter.
I received your letter of Msy 4 just at the
beginning of examinations. However, I did run
across Professor Olson who said that he had received
your letter.,
Thank you for John Hazard's letters. I find
them very interesting.

Cordiallyfyéurs,

K Q-t./(
y e
A\ T



June 9th, 1937.

Wr. Xenneth Hays
1909 Halnut Street,
Borksley, California,.

Doar Ir. Moy

In view of the uncertainties in ragard to how
mach time and money will be necassary %o ensble you to carry
on in Russia ond elsevhere your propesed siudy of sconomie
planning, and in regard to the numerous other factors involved
in the undertaking, it does not seem feasible at prosent to
dofine formully o rvelationship between you and the Institute.
In any event it is understond, of eourses, that the Institute
assumes no rosponsibility for your health or safety vhile
engpged in your study or while travellins,

Unlepy the elrcumstances ny sugpestion s that
you begin your sbtudy of Russian, plan to go to Russia late
in the summer, keep when abroad rather detailed accounts for
awhile, and prepave yourself to submit, a yesr hence, a review
of your work and s program outlining proposed futurs activities
and sebtting forth an cstimate of likely comt. Neantime the
Institute will provide you funds as needed to cover your actual
expenses, it being estimsted that somewhere in the neighborhood
of two hundred dollars o month will probably prove ample, Shortly
after your arrivel in Moseow you will notify this office as to
Tunds needed currently and as to what in your judgment i the
beat wny of tranomititing them to you.

with best wishes, I am,

Yours sincerely,

WSR/fe Director.



June 9%h,1937.

Mr. Xenneth May,
1809 walnut Street,
Berkeley, California,

Dear Kenneth:

If the enclosed letter meetes with your approval,
please initial the carbon and raturn it t¢ me. ZEnclosed also
is a check for £250. Farly in July plesse let me know how
much you will need for travel to New York and for other ime
mediate purposes.

In regard to the subject of economie plamning,
it seems to me that work in that field must include consider=
ation of the sciences and technologies. IHere Wiedemann may
perhaps have something to contribute.

Yours cordially,
YSR/fc
encls.



June 10,1937

Mr. Kenneth Vay,
1909 Walnut Street,
Berkeley, California.

Dear Kenneth:

Professor Kerner of the University of California
is here in the office., He is very enthusiastic about a
graduate student named Rentz who knows Arabic and 1s plamning
to take the summer course in Russian. If convenient, please
in due time get acquainted with Rentz snd let me know what
your impressions are.

Cordial greetings,

WSR/fe

Tonann aloo amiTiinae £



§< - 1909 Walnut Street
v Berkeley, California
June 14, 1937

Mr. Walter 5. Rogers
522 Fifth Avenue
New York City

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Your letter of June 9 is entirely satis-
factory. The signed carbon is enclosed.

As yet I have hardly said "Thank you" to
you and to the Institute for the opportunities
you are opening to me. I still cannot find
words to do so adequately. Instead I hope to
show my appreciation by making full use of the
advantages your generosity makes possible.

After our convérsatien about: Wiedemann
I am looking forward to knowing.him. In due
time I shall report on Rentz and Fisher.

The check for $250 received also. Are
you expecting me to stay here until the end
of the Russian Seminar on August 28 or to
come to New York sooner?

Cordial greetings,

ey



\ / June 18th,1937
Mr., Kenneth Way,

1909 ¥Welnut Street,
Berkeley, California,

Dear Kenneth:

Returning here today after an absence of several
days T f£ind your letter of June 1l4th, Also a letter from
Oumansky in which he says he will be in New York in the near
future and wants to see me then,

Aasrig_tomar—
The only assupance I can now meke to your inquiry
is that at present I know of no reasomn why you should not
continue on until the end of the Russian seminar,

Please send me every week or ten days a letter -
one or twoe typewritten pages ~ to let me know how your work
is getting on and about what you are thinking. Unless you
mark a letter "personal® I will feel fres to send coples to
Trustees of the Institute if I think they would be interested.

Cordial greetings,

WSR/fe
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June 25th, 195%7.

Ur. Kemmeth Hay,
1909 Walnut Street,
Berkeley, California.

Dear Kenneths )

A number of people have spoken 46 me aboud
Norman Henwell as a possibility for Institute work in
the Par Bagét. VYhen I was in California during the winter
I missed him having been given a Los Angeles address at &
time when he was living in the International House,
Berkeley. Uhen I was there early this month he did not
oceur 0 me.

If Hanwell is still about, I would appreciate
it if you and Wiedemann got acynainted with him and leb
me have your impressions,

My, Charles R, Crane and John Hazard are due here
Honday on the Wormandle. Vhen does your father reach here?

Cordial greetings,
WSR/bd



Berkeley
June 25, 1937

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Several thousand people are crowded against the
long guard rail facing the landing field. Many of
them are scanning the sky, but -most are conversing or
idly watching various planes being moved about. Suddenly,
all attention! Everyone watches as a large plane swings
slowly around into the wind, but it goes by to stop in
front of the passenger depot. Many cameras have clicked
in vain. ‘A few moments later another similar plane
drops down very close to the crowd, wheels about and
comes in front of the crowd. The newspaper men are so
much in the way that nothing can be seen of the "Heroes
of the Soviet Union" for whom everyone has been waiting
in the foggy dusk.

As they come forward and mount a flag bedecked
stand a loud cheer goes up. The crowdy, heretofore
quietly obedient to the admonition to "hold your positions",
now surges arouhndiand-over the fence,sstrrounds the
stand and demands the roses which have been presented
to the heroes. Obligingly they toss them to the many
eager hands raised from the sea of laughing faces. One
woman holds up her baby to be kissed. Finally the
party descends from the stand and starts away. They
are followed by the strains of the "International".

Rus8ia? No, merely the Oakland airport. The crowdd
was there torség the three Russian flyers who had just
completed their flight from Moscow to Portland. As for
the "International", few even noticed ‘the little delegation
who faintly but bravely sang it with upraised fists. %

This was last Monday evening. Wiedemann and I had
met that afternocon in the Russian Seminar, and to see the
Soviet flyers in was a good excuse for a chat. Afterwards
we had supper in Oakland and talked of mathematics, phil-
osophy, college days, and plans for next year. Since then
Russian has been all in all until today.

*% These papagraphs are hazarded as an experiment in de-
scriptive writing, of which I have done very little.



The Russian Seminar is going very well. There are
eleven in the elementary group. Both Professor Patrick
and his assistant teach well amnd are leading the class
at a brisk but not breath taking pace. Allready we
have some vocabulary, the simplest rules of grammar, and
more important, no discomfort in the presence of the
language written or spoken.

If in the next weeks I were to follow your request
to write what I am thinking, these letters would be
very little but a stream of Russian words. Instead
I shall try to make them tell what I am not thinking about,
or perhaps what I think about in odd moments.

Cordial greetings,

MM



~Berkeley, California
July 2, 1937

Dear Mr. Rogers:

This week makes the last one seem very leisure-
ly indeed. We have done nine lessons in the grammar
and in addition the complete declension of nouns.
Yesterday we began work in our reader. It's a good
thing that Monday is a vacation, and you may be sure
that we are making good use of it.

Wiedemann and I are spending the weekend in
Yosemite. We shall drive up tomorrow morning,eager
for a rest but taking along our books as reminders
to return. Tonight I am going to see Alfred Lunt
and Lynn Fontanne in "Amphitryon 38".

In your last letter, you asked about Norman
Hanwell. Enquiry at International House elicited
that his forwarding address is 732 So. Mansfield Ave.,
Los Angeles. He was staying at the Inkternational
House this last year, but left soon after the end
of the spring semester,

In a previous letter you asked about Mr. Rentz
and a Raymond Fisher. The former is in our beginning
class. Clean-cut, slow-speaking, and usually smiling,
he is very attractive personally.and does well in
class. These are first impressions.

As for Mr. Fisher, I met him several years ago
when he was leading a round table on the Shanghai
incident at a Student Institute of Pacific Relations
conference., By chance, we met again the other night
at the house of a mutual friend and again the next
day at a picnic. My impression, concurred in by
others who know him better, is that, leaving aside his
undoubted ability in his field, he is rather colorless
and lacking in drive.

Probably my father get in touch with you soon
after you wrote last. He is now on his way home.
Please pay my respects to Mr. Crane. T am looking
forward to meeting John Hazard.

Cordial Gr gZé&fiik*sth\f~6‘”\



(FINANCIAL)

1901 Walnut Street
Berkeley, California
July 10, 1937

Mr. Walter 3. Rogers
522 Fifth Avenue
New York City

Dear Mr. Rogers:

The trip to Yosemite was a welcome change.
While in the Valley we were well taken care of by
Angel Adams and his wife. He is one of the best
of the school of "realistic", "anti-pictorial",
or "f.64" photographers. He suspects that one of
his books is being used in the U:S.5.R. as a manual,
and asked me to find out what I could about photography
there.

On &a separate sheet you will find a report
of expenditures and a proposgsed budget for the next
two months. Expenditures, actual and proposed, are
rather high for clothing and equipment, but except
for a few purchases in England there should be no
further exceptional expenses of this kind. I shall
cheerfully cut down if you feel any items are too
large. I suggest maintaining the present balance
of $36 as a'cushion".

The Russian Section has now settled down to
a steady grind. I plan to work hard in it until
near the last and then to devote my time to prepar-
ing for Ph.D. preliminaries. This will damage my
grade in the Russian much more than my knowledge of
the language.

Father arrived home a few days ago. I was sorry
to hear that he had nok seen you. He was in New York
only two days and did not find the time, allthough he
hed planned to do so0. ‘

Greetings and best wishes for the summer.,

@F;“QF““” ~e 4i§$~ﬁ~\q' eéumy ahh:uai,



Akrmail, July 14th,1937,

Mr. Kennsth May,
1909 ¥Walnub Street,
Berkeley, California,

Dear Kenneth:

Enclosed is check for £350. as suggested in your
letter of July 10th. Let me take this occasion to urgs you
to let Mr. Brodie or me know of your financial needs as far
in advance as possible. Institute checks require two signaw-
tures and it is sometimes, especlally during the sumer,
difficult to locate two people who are authorized to sign.
Furthermore, it is not desirable to travel on too narrow a
margin, The Institute wants you always to have some money
on hand,

Please tell your father I am sorry not to have
had a glimpse of him. Hope for better luck next tims,

Cordial greetings,

WSR/fc
encls.



Berkeley, California
July.18, 1937

Dear Mr. Rogers:

The check for $350 arrived Friday. It should
be ample until my arrival in New York.

Thank you for the Russian catalogues through
which I am beginning to cut my way.

Wiedemann and I have talked over our plans with
the following tentative resulis: Since he wishes to
spend some time with his family before leaving, and
I wish to visit relatives and friends in England, it
would be inconvenient to try to cross the Atlantic
together. I plan to take my Ph.D. examination the last
week in August, leave Berkeley about September 1, and
catch a five-day boat from New York on the 1llth. {Ile de
France) or on the 15th. (Normandie). This would allow
me about a fortnight in England before meeting Wiedemann
about October 1, We have in mind proceeding from
England by boat about October 7. We feel that it would
be just as well to spend the first few months in informal
ad justment even though it may be possible to arrive in
Moscow in time for the beginnings of whatever terms are
involved. When I hear your opinion of this plan, I shall
be able to make out a budget for the months-of: September
and October.

The last week hag been seasoned with a few things
not connected with the seminar. On Tuesday we heard
an illustrated lecture on the Russian Theatre by Alexander
Kaun. Yesterday, after applying for a passport, John
Dyer-Bennet (my room-mate) and I joined another friend
to see "The Last Nite", an exciting but not a great Soviet
film. As relaxation from Russian, I have been reading
"Government Statistics" (Social Science Research Council,
Bulletin 26, April 1937) and the Webb’s "Soviet Communism".

Cordial Greetings

\W\\q&\



l«j'/,
July 24, 1937.

Dear Kenneth:
This is in reply to your letter of July 18th.

The general plan outlined in your letter meets with
approval, It is desirable that you spend at least one day in
Chicago to meet Professor Samuel N, Harper and Charles ixelson,
who is a trustee of the University of Chicago and also of this
Institute, Then it is rather essential that you have a week or
ten days here to meet various people in your type of work and in
thia Ox’ganization- ”47‘61 (t)‘ez

with the progrem outlined you will not be in Russia
in time to enter omne of the Institutes, for they usually opem
about the first of September. In anyevent it is doubtful whether
you would be permitted to do so. The recuest I sent to Moscow
in your behslf reached there unfortunately at a time of ecrisis
and tension, Both John Crane and John Hazard talked with Ney-
mann, whé 1s in charge of Soviet relations with Great Britain
and the United States, He, as usual, was found to be friendly
and willing to be helpful, but the decision rested with the De=-
partment of the Interior, which was Jittery snd disposed to look -
askance et all foreigners. In Washington the other day Hazard
talked with Oumansky, who promised to write me, but he has not
done so. This is what I expected, as he is probably unwilling
to put on paper thet he is favorable to your studying in Moscow
but that the Department of the Interior, owing to present con-
ditions, is averse to granting the necessary permission.

Unless war comes things will cuiet down in time
and I have no doubt that it will then be possible to make the
necesgary arrangements, Meanwhile, however, I suggest (1) that
you and Wiedemann plan sc as to be in Moscow for twoc or three
weeks in QOctober as tourists; Hazard will be there and will in-
troduce you to the proper people; you can determine on the spot
what the immediate prospeects are; and {2) that you ir due time
determine where, if the Russian thing is not at the moment
feasidle, you ean best continue with your studies, inecluding
Russian, of course, Frofessor Zvans should be consulted.

For some time I have been trying to have a talk with
Louls Brownlow, but he has been seriously ill. Professor Charles
¥, Merriam, who is keeping a friendly eye on Bronwlow's organi-
zation, promised to be here Thursday, but for some reason or
other failed to appear, :

You just keep on going. Opportunities will arise and
it is our business -~ yours and mine - to take advantage of them as
they occur.

: Cordial greetings,
Gost Bttty



Berkeley, California
July 28, 1937

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Wiedemann and I have talked over our plans in the
light of your letters of the 25th. Of course I am
disappointed at the delay in getting to work 1in Russia.
However, there are plenty of other things to do which
would be profitable in themselves and appropriate to
the major purpose.

A day or go after last writing you, I had a talk
with Stacy May of the Rockfeller Foundation, who was
passing through Berkeley. He urged that I take time
to inspect the T.V.A. while 1a the East. I understand
that Louis Brownlow 1s expecting me to spend several
days in Chicago, allthough I have not written him because
of his illness. In order to allow sufficient time in
New York it seems advisable to put off salling until the
18th. or possibly the 22nd., allthough on the later date
the boats will be crowded with Leglonaires on their way
to a convention in Paris. Father recommends very highly
the Britannic which sails on the 18th. Wiedemann and
I plan to leave London October 6 for Leningrad via
Gothenburg, Stockholm, and Helsingfors.

On a separage sheet is an estimate of financial
needs. Travel estimates are based on the following:
Tourist on very large boats, Cabin or First Class on
smaller boats; by rail--Third Class in England and
Us.S.5.R., Second Class elgewhere. Exclusive of trans-
portation, dally expenses are calculated on a basis
of $6 per day to include everything except exceptional
expenditures on clothing and equipment. Is this about
what 1s expected? -

This week, instead of grammar and reading, we are
having lectures entirely in Russian. It is encouraging
to find that one gets the ideas if not all the words.
Last Wedensday I heard a lecture on current affairs in
Poland by Claus Mehnart, visiting the U.C. summer session,
former German correspondent in Moscow. He 1is rather
difficult to make out--said to be a fascist, able to
move freely in and out of Germany, and yet openly
critical of the Nazis and of Hitler personally, apparently
objective in his attitude toward the Soviets. However,
whatever his motives are he gave a great deal of interesting
factual data; and if he is a propagandist, he is a very
subtle one. )

Cordial greetings,
R, S o ‘ MWW
S e T T S S SR
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Avgust 4th,1937

Mr. Kenneth May,
1909 Walnut Street,
Berkeley, California.

Dear Kenneth:
This is in reply to your letter of July 28th.

Eor years steamship and Russian travel arrange-
ments for Harper, Hazard and others of this organization have
been made through the Open Road whieh operates in close,friendw
ly relationship with Intourist. One reasson we do this is bee
cause the Open Road keeps a representative in Noscow, Habicht,
who has proved to be extremely helpful. Among cther things
he knows many influential people and goes out of his way to
grrange appointments., He and Hazard have become rather close
friends. I have suggestsd to the Open Road that it comrmunicate
with you and Wiedemann., It is our practice to pay Open Road
directly,

In view of the above I am uncertain whether or
not you will need additional funds before reaching New York,
If so, please let me know.

Cordial greetings,

WSR/fe



Berkeley, California
August 10, 1937

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Thank you for your letter of August 4. The
Open Road has already gotten in touch with me. The
funds on hand are so nearly enough until I reach
New York that it is not worth sending more, since
I shall take along some cash of my own,.

Russian 1s progressing well. We are almost
finished with the grammar. With a little reading
on the way over, it will certalnly be possible to
get along and perhaps to express a few abstract ideas.
The two classes Joined last week in a picnic of
which you will find several pictures enclosed. The
prints are rather poor--the penalty of not doing one’s
own work. ) ’

Gradually there is collecting quite a pile of
letters of introduction from friends, colleagues,
and organizations. It has been suggested that I take
along an extra trunk for them, but this is very much
of an exaggeration.,

Last Wedensday evening Claus Mehnart gave a talk
in Wheeler Hall on the "Russo-Japanese Line-Up in the
Far East" a very pertinent topic on that day, allthough
the talk had not been scheduled with that in mind.
Mostly a recital of facts concerning the superficial
historical events leading up to the recent incidents,
the speech didireveal some points of view, The lecturer
referred to Russia and Japan as the "two imperialisms
now facing one another", treating Mongolia and Manchukuo
as conquered provinces of the two powers. Hedescribed
the eeeemt Russian withdrawal after the Amur incident
as an indication and result of the recent executions which
he said have left Russia a "largely disorganized country
for the time being".

- I have read enoughf of the Russian catalogue to
know that such a program just suits my needs.

Cordial greetings,

Qo0 Q /W\a-\r



1909 Walnut Street
Berkeley, California
August 22, 1977

Mr. Walter S. Rogers
522 Fifth Avenue
New York City

Dear Mr. Rogers:

The delay in writing has been caused partly
by being busy and partly by the resulting lack of
news. Allthough the russian seminar is not yet
over, I have been neglecting it for the study of
Galéis Theory of Equations, upon which I will be
examined orally nezt Thursday:

Like any branch of mathematics, Galois Theory
requires a great deal of "pick and shovel work"
before one can understand even the beginnings. But
once the fundamental concpts, theorems, and manipu-
lations have been grasped--never a very interesting
task, since understanding the reason for it requires
its completion--the great theory stands out dimple
and clear. By means of it are brought together the
theories of Equations, Groups, and Fields. It is
breath-taking to see how perfectly they fit together,
each helping to clarify the others. It is most
interesting to compare the original work of Galois
with the mdédern presentation. Considerable formal-
fzatdion and simplification haweoccured, but the ideas
are all contained in the fragmentary works of this
young frenchman killed in a duel at the age of 21 in
1832. It almost makes one cry to think that his
contemporaries rejected his work and rebuffed him
at every turn. What a tragedy that a man who might
have contributed so much more was forced to scribble
hastily in the margin of one of his manuscripts (pre-
sumably on the eve of his death):

"I1 y a quelque chose 4 compléter dans cette
démonstration. Je n’al pas le temps."

Last week I had lunch with Irving Stone, who
asked me to see whether his "Lust for Life" had
been printed in Russian translation. He is now
working on a biography of Jack London, which should
prove most interesing.

Cordial CGreetings,

\w’\“w\



Berkeley, California
August 27, 1937

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Every thing 1s completed here, and I am
leaving for Chicago tonight. Beginning Monday,
ny address there will be Hotel Stevens. I am
of course planning to call on Prof. Harper and
Mr. Axelson. I have written Louils Brownlow, but
understand that he 1s not yet back on the Job.
I shall alsc see Prof., Merriam if he is in Chicago.
Are there others upon whom you would like me to
call?

In order to see T.V.A. I have bought my
ticket through Knoxville and thence to New York
via Washington, where my father has suggested
several people to see. Have you any suggestions
in Washington?

Yesterday I passed my Ph.D. preliminaries,
possibly because the committee was too bored and
gsleepy at the end of my talk to make any objections.
Wiedemann and I have agreed on an itinerary with
Open Road. I have had a chat with Evans on
possible places of study for this year, and he
has given me letters to mathematicians and
mathematical economists in England and France.,

It’s great to be getting started{
Cordially,

\i.w-.._c.:n,\\\_,._\

Mr. Walter 5. Rogers
522 Fifth Avenue
New York City



\gjw \ Washington, D.C.
,/ September 5, 1937

Dear Mr. 'Rogers:

This ig to let you know the events of the last
week.

Arriving in Chicago last Monday morning, I found
most of the people connected with Mr, Brownlow’s or-
ganization out of town. However, there was a letter
waiting for me from Mr. Lepawsky, Brownlow?’s assistant.
On Tuesday he showed me around P.A.C.H. and introduced
me to Blucher (American Soc. of Planning Officials),
Woodbury (National Association of Housing Officials),
Belsley(Civil Service Assembly), and Chatters (Municipal
Finance Officers Association). I had met the last
two on previous occésions. While inspecting thelr
reference library I ran into Beard’s son, who was re-
viging one of his fatherss text-books.

That evening I had dinner with Mr., Axelson who
was suffering from hay fever. This made it necesgsary
to keep to air conditioned rooms which was no hardship.
It wae terrifically hot and very humid.

The next day Professor Harper had me out to lunch
at nis House. We chatted over my plans and he gave me
numerous hints as to what to do and what to avoid. Dr.
Carleton R. Ball of T.V.A. (Secretary of the Coordinating
Committee for T.V.A., U.S.D.A., and the land grant colleges)
had written me that TiVcA. was on a five day week. Since
he suggested visiting both Muscle Shoals and Norris Dam,
and sinece I had made the necessary contacts in Chicago,
it seemed advisable to move on at once.

Travelling Wedenégy and Thursday nights, and handicapped
by late trains I inspected the plant and dam at Muscle
Shoals on Thursday and had interviews with Miller, the
plant superintendent, and Schweppe, the director of
information. The next day in Knoxville lMr. Fippin of
the Agricultural Division, to whom Mr, Ball had written,
introduced me to the various division heads, particularly
in the planning section. The whole day was devoted to
asking questions and listening to explanations of the
various phases of T.V.A. The next morning Mr. Fippin
drove me out to Norris Ram, Norris Town, and the Big
Ridge Park.

Of course it is ridiculous to try to get a picture
of such a project in two or three hectic days. Nevegﬁpne~
less because ol some preparatory reading and the
kindness and generosity of my guides, it has been possible
to bring away a good general view and some interesting
specific information.

I am staying with Mr, Carleton R. Ball, 3814 Jocelyn st.

Cordi%\ r etings,



KM...WSR...1l (Yearly Report)

London, England
September 27, 193¢

Dear Mr. Rogers:

The following is a report of my activities since
June 9 of this year when my connection with the Institute
appears to have begun:

On June 21 there began the Russian Seminar givén under
the auspices ol the University of California and the
Institute of Pacific Relations. At your suggestion I
enrolled in this and completed it substantially, allthough
I 4id not attend the last two weeks ol the ten weeks period.
Instead I studied for my preliminary examination Ifor the
Pn.D. which I passed on August 26. The subject for the
examination was "Galois Theory oi Equations". The examination,
leaves only the theses to be completed for the Ph.D. in
Mathematics.

On August 27 I leit Berkeley for Chicago where I met
Charles F. Axelson and Samuel N. Harper. After visiting
the T.V.A. properties and meeting some of the personnel at
Shettield, Ala. (Wilson Dam) and Knoxville (Norris Dam),
I arrived in Washington, D.C. on September 5. While there
I met Harold Moulton and had an interview with Constantine
Oumansky at the Soviet Embassy. During the next few days
in New York, I met John Crane, Edward Allen Moe, and Lawrason
Riggs, Jr. I also saw Charles R. Crane again. (I had met
him earljer in the year at Palm Springs. At the same time
I had met John Nicholas Brown.) ‘In.Montreal I met G.R. Parkin.

On September 18 I sailed for England en route the U:S.S.R.
During the above period I had, of course, carried on reading
and study of Russian.

Faithtully yours,

F.S5.(Personal) I just had a very pleasant interview witn
George Antonius. He made some helpful suggestions, among
which I think the best was not to load mysell down with
contacts before going into tne U:3.5.X. Hence I am simply
going to investigate possibilities at University of London
and Cambridge. Wiedeman just walked in the door of my room
straight irom the boat. Here also is Bruce Waybur--Rhodes
Schoiar. Cordial greetings from Howard and me.
W

2

!



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

J’i}/{w’ \)}IP[\ BUREAU OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

BERKELEY

September 28, 1937

Mr. Walter S, Rogers, Director
Institute of Current World Affairs
522 Fifth Avenue

New York, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Rogers:

May I express my very great appreciation for your kindness in sending
a telegram to notify me that Kenneth had arrived safely at Southampton. I had
sent a good-luck cablegram to him on Saturday, and am hoping that he had time
during the voyage to write me 1n some detall concerning his experiences since
he left Berkeley. He has written quite frequently but the notes have been
extremely short.

I hope that the arrangements which have been made with Kenneth are
working out satisfactorily from your point of view. The real opportunity
you have provided him deserves the enthusiastic appreciation which he sin-
cerely feels, and which I share, I am very proud and happy about his progress -
although it takes him so far from Berkeley.

I am planning to spend my summer vacation in Burope with Kenneth, if
that fits in with his plans. (The regular University session closes in May
and opens again after the middle of August.) I may extend the summer vacation
into a sabbatical leave until January, 1938, if I can find some one %o take my
place in the Bureau of Public Administration and to handle my courses in the
Department of FPolitical Science.

I had planned to spend some time in New York last summer and meant to
call on you, but developments in Berkeley made it necessary for me to return
immediately after my reunion in New Haven. I am planning to come East at
Christmas time, however, to attend the American Political Science Association
meeting in Philadelphia, and hope I shall be able to see you at that time.

Thanking you again for the telegram, and with real appreciation for
the opportunities you are making available to Kenneth, I remein

Faithfully yours,

ey

Samuel C. May

SCM:Ls Director



KM...WSR....2 (Report on Plans for Btudy in England)

London, England
October 5, 1937

Dear Mr. Rogers:

The last ten days have been spent in seeing people and making
t'inal purchases belfore leaving for the U.3.5.R. tomorrow. In
London I saw relatives and had a very pleasant reunion witnh
three school mates who are to be at Oxford this year. I spent
gseveral days in Oxford with Cordon CGriifiths and his wife. Yes-
terday Howard and I visited Cambridge and investigated possipilities
for study there. Today we had lunch with Ceorge Antonius and
talked over our plans, and this aiternoon made more definite
enguiries following up our first explorations at the University
of London.

It seems clear that the University oI London is the best place
at which to spend the next year provided I do not stay on in the
Soviet Union. Allithough Russian may be obtained at Oxford or
Cambridge, there is notning to compare with what is offered at
the University ol London. At Cambridge there is only one person,
¥Wiss Elizabeth M. Hill, who did her work at London. The only
thing in which Cambridge is superior as far as my interests go is
mathematics. However, tals losges ite importance for the present
since I shall not have much time to devote to new work in mathematics
this year. The college lite at Oxtord and Cambridge is something
to be considered, ol course, but the short time of residence, the
impossibility of getting rooms in college at this late date, and
my age would destroy most ol its values. London has also the im-
portant advantage ol the availability of the theater, music, the
British Museum, etc. It seems likely that it will be possible to
run up to Cambridge and Oxtord to attend particularly interestin
lectures. Finally, I am anxious to live in a big city, away from
the academic atmosphere which I have been breathing these last few
years.

At the University oi London there are tnree divisions in which
I intend to study: the School of Slavonic and Fast Buropean Studles,
Univereity College, and the London School of Economics znd Political
Science.

At the School o: Slavonic Studies, there is a good selection
o courses in the Russian language. We plan to take the "middle
clasg" given by Mr. Turin. They were sure that a cocurse would be
available to sult our needs and that they could arrange for a
tutor if we deslired one.

At University College there are two departments interested in
Statistics: Eugenics headed by K. A. Fisher and Statistics headed
by E.S5. Pearson. I talked to both ol these men and they sald that
I could work with them when I returned, alltho Fischer will be away
from December to February. The two departments are very antagonistic
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and there 1s some duplication in the courses given. It should be
interesting to compare thelr approaches. The Reétistrar of the
College said that I should apply for admittance whenever I returned
and tnat there would be no difficulty.

At the London School of Economics there ig a profusion ol
courses. E.C. Rhodes gives lectures on ststistical methods and
mathematical economics. In the third term @ F.A. von Hayek gives
a course on "Problems of a Collectivist Society" and E.F.M. Turbin
one on "Economic Planning in Theory and Practice". Courses are
oftfered by R.C.D. Allen in mathematical economics and by L. Robbins
in economic theory. Just which ol these I should like to attend
it 1is impossible to say now. Enquiry elicited the assurance that
I could without dirficulty arranggwnenever I arrived to take either
certaln courses or pay a general Iee admitting me to all lectures.

Assuming that I return from the Soviet Union as planned,
I shall begin Russian at once at the 5chool of Slavonic Studies
and Statistics at University College. I should also register at
the L.S.E. to attend some of thne above lectures.

The following are the objectives ol this school years work as
I see them: (Assuming I do not stay on in the =oviet Union)
1. Get Russian out of tne way as far as rormal school work is
concerned. All else to be supbordinated to this.(Sch. of Slav)
2. Increase my statistical training. (Univ Coll)
. nead in the field ol general planning and in Marxism,
attending relevant lectures. (L.5.E.)
4. Reed general literature, enjoy the theater and music, and
get to know Loncon and parts of Fngland.

ﬁ&? The terms for all colleges o: the University of Londoner(ZD
are as Tollows: Michaelmas, Oct. (-Dec. L6; Lent, Janll-lMarch 22;
Summer, April 26-Jpyne 2. Since I shall not be working for
a degree tor tne present, it is only necessary to be admitted
to each college in order to work at the university. I am
sending 1for coples ol my academic record allthough it will
apparently not be necegsary.

N

Cordial greetings to all.
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Km....WbR....)...(LiSB A + thig only to Faul Zusnitz,414 T, 204 st, HY

En route England - UiS.5.R.
October 9, 1977

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Having been in London several times before, I did not expect
to get any new impressions from such a short and busy visit. I
would have described London as characteriged by comfortable dirtiness,
a big city with service substituted for efficliency, desiened for
the gentleman. To that impression of former visits hasibeen added
one of a veneer of Americanism. Superimposed on old, grimy build-
ings are tremendous, ugly neon signs. Precariously suspended
"1lifts" are given a modernistic appearance. Instead of the six
inch headlines of our newspapers, the hawkers carry three foot
posters screaming in crimson print: "WHY THE KING LAUGHED" or
"12 KILLED TO SAVE ONE'".

Many of the faults traditionally ascribed to America by the
English stare one in the face in London. It is not even true to
say that l&fe is much more leisurely in London than in New York.
The few who can aiford the luxury may live more smoothly than
we do, but the majority are dashing about as guickly as they can.”
The busges $rédvel:about at a terrific rate paying no ettention
whatever to the pedestrian who must jump for his life in the manner
of his American cousin. As for the classic complaint that we
misuse the English language, it 1s only necessary to say that in
England every class difference brings a change of dialect, the
resulting distortions of the King’s English being: often completely
incomprehensible even to an Englishman.

Perhaps this "knocking" mood was caused by the London murk,
for as the train for Oxtord left the city my heart leapt as it
had when we sighted the the green flelds and grey stone fences of
Ireland and later, the cool wooded shorerof the Isle of Wight.

The English countryside with its well kept.,hedged 1n fields 1is
certainly the most inviting I have seen. Oxford was mellow with
age, but unfortunately gave also the impression of decay. In fact
the dust from the buildings produced an atmosphere reminiscent

of the New York subway. Cambridge was more attractive, probably

a Jjudgemént prejudiced by previous acguaintance. In both places,
if one’/ forgets the superficial he can feel the richness of the
centuries during which so much has been contemplated and some
things accomplished.

It has been a long time since I have indulged in an exciting
blood-and-thunder novel. Partly on this account™'The Making of a
Hero" by Nicholas Ostrovsky made very pleasant reading on the (%)
transatlantic voyage. However, it contains much more than blood
and thunder.

Firstly the story is a strange and pathetic one of '"courage
and devotion, of idealism and hope long deferred". Beginning
with Paul Korshagin being punished for a schoolboy’s prank in
a tsarist school, it describes his hardshipscas a young Ukrainian
worker and the first impact of the revolution. Paul throws him-
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gelf unreservedly into the revolutionary movement as a soldier,
gkilled craftsman, and ledding party worker. In and out of his

life float representatives of the revolution and counter-revolutiion,
sweet faces of those who loved.and faces full of fear, hatred,

or determination. We see them struggling and dying all around him
and wonder how he survives in spite of wounds, disease, and exposure.
Condemned to paralysis and blindness by a back injury he struggles
desparately to find a place again and does so with the publication
of his first novel.

The story is given a strange turn by the fact that Ostrovsky
was likewise handicapped. The book is described on the jacket
as "largely autobiographical', and yet it is hard to beldive that
a real person could experience all that is recounted. IT is
easier to view the book as a realistic panorama of the years of
bitter struggle and sacrifice in the Ukraine, a composite picture
of the intense work of the rank and file of the revolutionary
leaders. As one reads of the death of Pauls comrades in battle, -
by firing squads, rape , or murder one gets some idea of the sac-
rifices of the unnamed heroes. Paul might just as well have been
killed on any page.

The really remarkable thing about the book is:ithat without
losing touch with the individual nor the individual view it gives
one a feeling for what is happening in the large. It 1s what the
good novel should be, the best gubstitute for living through the
situation. In the story are echos of "great" events, the acts
thet are recorded by historians, but they appear only as echos
of the deeds of all the Paul Korshagins, of what is happening in
every village and shop. Here are described the people who made
the revolution, and the reader is impressed with the tremendous
energy expended and the drain of the most capable human resources.

Novels of this type-~-and certainly Russia has produced greater
ones than this--are of gome importance in addition to amusement and
propaganda. In modern times the planner, or anyone reguired to
make large decisions, cannot experience his data. Relying on
statistical evidence it becomes difficult to react in any but a
formal way, and yet it is essential to make decisions based on
gome feel for the situation. The usefuligess of the novel for
this purpose depends, of course, on the sensitivenegs of the author
and the "typicalness" of the material, something which the reader
must judge by his own experience including his more formal
information.

Cordial greetings to all.

Faln
(%) Nicholas Ostroveky, "The Making of a Hero" transl. from the Russian
by Alec Brown, Néw York, E.P. Dutton and Co., 1937.
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Leningrad, U.5.5.R.
October 12, 1937

Dear Mr. Rogers:

It was quite dark outside and in the taxi as we drove along
from the harbour to the "Central Hotel" in Esbjerg. For the first
time I felt on foreign soil, cut away from the past. This thought
crossed our minds at the same moment, and with exclamations of
pleasure we shook hands on it. The evening before at Harwich we had
embarked on what proved to be a rather rough voyage and now we were
on our way to the first real meal of the day. It was excellent and
accompanied by good music. Possibly in our honour there were sgeveral
American jazz songs.

The next morning found us in Copenhagen, where we took the advi%é
of the Cunard representative to continue immediately to Stockholm.
A chilly wind was blowing as the ferry left Copenhagen harbour for
Malmo, but the sun shone kindly on us for the crossing before
disappearing apparently forever. It is quite true that the boat
trip was beautiful, that Malmo’s canals were attractive, and that
the afternoon’s ride on the train was through fine forested farm lands
dotted with lakes which reflected the setting sun. But all these
were iorgotten the next morning as I strolled across the bridges,
along the canals, and through the passages of Stockholm.

The city is entrancingly beautiful, certainly one of the few
man-made things comparable to high mountalin scenery in simplicity,
grace, and strength. Washed above by the clean northern air and
below, by innumerable canals and bays it is as well seasoned looking
as London but more modern than New York. ZEven the old buildings
have a modern flavor,and the new are up to the minute in general
stvle, conveniences, and appointments. In one of the large apsartment
stores called "PUB"--they make a point of the fact that Creta Garbo
sold hats there--aibeautiful dier of e&calators 1s built along one
wall. From the main floor one sees the heads and shoulders moving
slowly along behind parallel balustrades--a simple pattern, but
in excellent proportion and finished in plaih~glbsby.cream colored
material. There is: nothing to mar the general imprescion of
civilization. The streetcars run silently and the ambulances have
modulated musical sirens. The policeman looks like a fine gentleman
in his long blue coat through the pocket of which peeps a sword hilt.

Later in the day we strolled through part of the residential
district and one of the many parks. By chance we came upon the
Engelbrekt Church. The exterior is a wonderful arrangement of
heavy masses and the interior is based on a series of semi-parabolic
arches sweeping overhead. The lack of ornamentation-zapparently
characteristic of 3candinavian architecture--allows the fine lines
and balanced areas to be fully appreciated. It would be interesting
to see the gothic form similarly treated.
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As the boat for Abo left the harbour that evening and passed
sheer modern apartment houses and actually ornamental factories
interspersed with woodland, we agreed,~and not for the first time
that day, that Stockholm would be worth a longer visit.

Helstingfors was impressive for its modern architecture--particular
1y the great blocks of apartments and the Rex Theatey, where we
saw an almost incomprehensible but certainly over dramatic Finmish
film--but after all it figured only as a last stop before Leningrad
where we arrived last night.

Everything is pleasant and there have been no difficulties.
Delectable as Smorgasborg is, I am glad to be eating moressdlid’fodd,
the quality and quantity of which cannot be complained of. We have
a good guide and "ZEESE" limousine (One of the Russian-made equivalents
of the Cadilac) to ourselves. The Hotel Astoria is old but comfortable.
I shall wkite again when more interesting and important impressions
have become expressible.

Cordially,

P.S. Habicht has written us here making suggestions for sightseeing
and emxlosing copy oif letters to VOKB here and in lMoscow.
I am visiting the Statistical Institute tomorrow.
This morning we wired you "Cordial Greetings'" which seemed the
best way of expressing that all was well.
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Moscow, U.S5.3.R.
October 20, 1937

Dear Mr. Rogers:

First Impressions of the Soviet Unionl Are they possible?
It would be hard to say when they really came, but certainly not
now. Chtldhood pictures of snow, boots, and cupolas. Later vague
notions of masses in a revolutionary movement, violence, and
"Moscow". Fimally news reels of the Red Square and reading about
the five year plans, the collectivization of agriculture, and the
peace pilicy of the Soviet Union. No,there can be no naive im-
pressions, but only those resulting from the impact of observation
ofi preconception.

In Leningrad my dominant feeling was one oi a tremendous mass
of people struggling fiercely but without haste to improve theilr
standard of living. On every hand there is evidence of the fruits
of that struggle. Anyone can see the new buildings, new paved
streets, I'ine new automobiles and streetcars, shops full olggoods
and purchasers, and plentiful supplies of food in the stores. Then
there are parks and palaces of culture and rest, the créches, hos-
pitals, and schools. Nevertheless, to an American used to a high
standard ot eifficiency and not favored with having seen pre-revolution-
ary Russia or even the Soviet Union a iew years ago, the many short-
comings are paintfully clear. Particularly striking is the poor
guality or the clothing--drab and poorliy made. Another weak spot
ig housing. The old houses inherited from tsarist times are or
course terrible--though apparently no worse than our slums--but
some of the new blocks have had to be bullt in such a hurry that
they already are disintegrating. This illustrates the essential
point that one must not judge the U.3.3.R. by the amount or quallity
at a given time,but rather by the rate of change. There is every
indication that improvement is tremendous and continued.

Moscow presents such a mass oI socilalist construction that
one notices less the sectors of society in which the So¥iets have
not yet caught up with the rest oi the world. Where a lew years
ago stood old Russian wooden houses now stand great cilvic bulldings,
hotels, theatres, apartment blocks, houses of culture and rest, and
schools., Blocks and blocks of houses are being demolished to m&ke
way for avenues which could accomodate several of the best in Los
Angeles. Everywhere they seem to be tearing down the old or
building the new.

Indicative of what is to come is the Metro. The whole world
must beWw to the citigens ot Moscow who bullt tnls subway, and I
say "the citizeng of Moscow" advisedly. In addition to full time
workers, there tremendous numbers of volunteers--housewives, students,
oftice workers, protessors, and workmen on their days off--who did
every sort of labor and came in such numbers that they had to take
turns. The slogan was "All Moscow is building the subway". A
young Komsomol showed us around as proudly as a king might ddsplay
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his palace. It was his as much as his own apartment. Proudly he
gaid: "No capitalist country could build such a subway, because
it would not pbe profitable. Here it is bullt for us, and money 1is
no object".

There are now foubteen stations each designed and executed
in a difterent style and arrangement. Each ig8 a masterpiece of
comtort, grandeur, and efriciency. Lavish use has been made of
marble and diitferent varieties of t¥ies. Not only the platiorm$
but the staircases (reminding one of an opera house), the escalator
shattg, ticket rooms, and above ground entrance bulldings are
built in unique designs to harmonize with each station. The long
platforms adapt themselves wellﬁ%arallel rows of columns and
arched ceilings which present vistas as satisiying as a cathedral
and more in keeping with the modern age.

Here the Soviets have caught and surpassed the rest of the
world. Every detgll 1is up to the minute and in addition, beautiful.
For example the eXcalators are works of art--fine woodse and
resttul lighting--as well as convenient aids to locomotion. The
trains are simple but decorative, with comtortable seats, large
windows, chromium r'ixtures, and no advertisements. A part of each
train and platiorm is set aside Ior children with parents--reminiscent
of our "Ftm Crow" cars, pbut for a very difterent purpose. Best
ot ail, the entire subway 1s kept clean and the trains run quietly
and smoothly in comparison with those of New York, London, and
Paris. What for us is a disagreeable necegsity is here a place
of rest and beauty. The though¥or what this city will be like
when everything 1s in keeping staggers the imagination.

Greetings to all,

=0 —

P.S. (Personal)These last tew days have definitely shaken me

oug of the usual mental track, and I feel that this lester Qbflects
period when alltogether too many lmpressions are stlilil rling

around getting acquainted. I do hope you will write me a schrching

letter in the near tuture.
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' Moscow, U.S.S5.R.
October 27, 1937

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Of all the things observable here, the most available and
faseinating are the people themselves. . One has only to step
out the door of his hotel to find himself in a crowd of Russians
of every age and position: daborers, clerks, peasants almost
fresh from the country, old women with the characteristic shawl,
well dressed stakonovites or administrators, students with
briéf cases, and children well wrapped in blankets in thelr
mother’s arms or toddling along in so much clothing that they
look like 1little balls of wool and fur. The newcomer is likely
to think that it is the rush hour, but soon learns that citizens
not at work, there being two or three shifts daily, like nothing
better than going somewhere. They 1ill the sidewalksy tax the
transportation system to the limit, pack the stores with eager
buyers, buy out everyvperionmance of cinema, opera, ballet, or
drama, and stream through the museums and special exhibits.
In summer, no doubt one would find the parks of culture and
rest equally crowéded and in winter, the Leftin hills swarming with
skiers, : ’

The best place of all to observe tight packed humanity is in
one of the streetcars. The crowding of the transportation system
is @grobably due largely to the tremendeus. andcsudden growth of
Moscow in the last tew years and partly to the nature of the
Russian people. Certainly, the” facilities are good by our standards
though not as well run as would be expected in America. The
streetcarg run at frequent &ntervals and each one contains three
cars. There are also buses similar to our school buses and Eine
new trolley buses comparable to those being introduced in the
United States. In addition there is the Metro, the second line
of which will open on November 7,tatteriwhlcheftneythirdisection
will pe pressed to completion. Nevertheless, the street cars
literally bulge with passengers. People hang on the steps, add
then others hang on to them and any other available hand or foot
hold on the side of the car.

The first problem for the would be traveller is to egtablish
himself on the rear platiform of the second oOr third car, the first
one being specially for mothers and children. At the next stop
he will be able to get inside. There a lively discussion 1s going
on with the purpose of readjusting positions somewhat in the order
of destinations. With every stop everyone is pushed forward a
few steps. After such an experience, partaking more ol a jolly
free for all than a nervous struggle, one can appreciate the
Soviet cartoon showing an unitortunate passenger stuck in the
middle of the car and shouting: "Citizens, I have just passed
my stop for the third time". '



KM. .Wb‘ﬁ. Mo "2"

. The ¢onductors. seem all cast in the same mold. They are
fpnlegmaticly efticient women, heavily dressed to withstand the
cold draughts at this time of the year and usually wearing the
peasant shawl wrapped around their heads. Each one carries spools
0f tickets and a large:leather change bag. Here it is up to the
passenger to get his own ticket for the amount corresponding to
the length of the journey--from ten to thirty Kopecks. Not to

do so brings the risk of discovery by the inspector who gets on
now and then and 1f'ines orfenders four roubles on the spot. In
spite of the conductor’s serioug demeanor and her frecuent admonitions
prefixed by "Citizens....", she is human like the rest and may
only growl good-naturedly at the little boy who tries to get a
tree ride by hiding on the front step.

The principal characteristics of the passengers and indeed
of all Russians seem to be good humour,a liking tor discussion,
and the Teeling that everything is thelr business. If a citizen
doesn?*t approve oi something he says so loudly enough for every-
one to hear. No one hesitates to join the resulting discussion
whether it be a wuestion of the tone of voice of the conductor
or the itact that the bus door squeaks. The Russlians outdo the
Americans in their willingness to enter into casual conversation
with strangers. The modestly dressed tourist is-accosted every-
where by Russgians of all ages who make inquiries, remark on the
weather, or start a discussion on the matter in hand, be it concert,
opera, exhibit, or simply getting off the streetcar. When the
foreigner betrays himsell by his accent or inability to understand,
his casual acguaintance bécomes if anything more friendly and
shiitte the conversation to the difficulty of his language, the
excellence ol American technigue, or the queerness of the American
mind resulting from seeing too many wild-west cinemas.

|

No one could help liking these people.

Greetings to all,
P.S. Please add to List A : ¥r, Tonald Farkin, 1673 Grant St, Berkeley,
Catir.

Mr., Norman Parkin, 29 Stratton rd, Merton
Parx, London SW 19, England.

¥Mr. Richard M. Leonard, 1Yl Lakeshore Blvg
Cakland, Calif. (from List B)

List B : Mr. Robert Bishop, % Hmerican Express,
London, England.
Upon second thougnht it seems to me that number 5 might Just

as well go to list B as well as A 1T you think it 1s worth
sending at all and 1f there are any copies left.

Neo Ser Wb B, e Dr. ML E . Deulch 262 A\"\lnc\‘\‘on hue, &\"\«2\95 ,Q\\;f_
@ % - N
Ao Sor hst . Trank Wison, 16 Wue de Searon, Carae Srance
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Moscow, U.S.B.R.
October 51, 1937

Dear Mr. Rogers:

One of the easiest ways to get an insight into a man’s
character is to examine his library. The bookstores of Moscow
indicate similarly what 1s going on in the minds of the people
here, but they are a better index than those in other countries
because of the tremendous volume of sales. They are also
tascinating places to spend a tew hours because of the variety
and cheapness of the books and the crowds of buyers who swarm
around the counters trying to zet the new publications before
they are out of print.

Stores for books, like all others, are scattered throughout
the city, but on Gorki Street are concentrated many of the pbest
and largest. For several blocks there is little else. Most
prominent are the stores specializing in political literature.
Here are displsyed party publications, spe@ches of the leaders
in a dozen tormats, complete and selected works of the great
Marxists, and translations of the best "bourgeois" writers such
as Adam Smith. Just out and rapidly disappearing ig "Twenty
Years of Soviet Power, a Statigtical Summary', a million copiles
of which are being sold at 1.25 roubles. Nearby is a store selling .
the publications of the Academy of Science. There are innumerable
learned journals, reports of scientific expeditions, and works
on every branch of science, both by soviet and foreign writers.
One can pick up an "Outline of the History of the Hellocentric
Doctrine in Russia'" for 9 roubles, or a monumental report of the
Pamirs Expedition of 1975 for 23. There are several shops piled
high with textbooks at amazingly low prices, 3.75 roubles for
one on the Theory of the Complex Variable, Childrens’ bocks are
on sale in a store for them only. A few doors away one finds
the works of the great masters of Russian literature and tihe
best foreign authors. Scattered along the street are the old
book stores containing mostly pre-revolutionary publications.

In spite of the demand for books which have almost immediately
gone out of print, the people seem unwilling to sell post-war
books .

At the top of the steeet 1s a large store containing all
the varieties of new books mentioned above. In addition there
is a department for music and another for sport, where one can
buy a 200 page, well illustrated book on mountaineering technique
for 2.5 roubles. In almost all stores oné finds all sorts of
books on subject connected with the technical aspects of socialist
construction--engineeringy shop problems, planning, accounting,
administration. These sell in additions large enough to indicate
that they are intended not for the leaders but for the rank and file.
If the book hunter prefers some language other than Russian, he
is likely to find what he wantgs at one of the International Book
Stores. To complete the picture, there are the klosks where



KM‘IQ‘.”JSR' 0-7 -2'

people line up to buy Pravda as it comes off the press. An additional
feature at the moment are the special salesmen offering albums
of phonographic records of recent speeches of Stalin and Molotov.

Converting the prices gquoted above according to the exchange
gives gome idea of the cheapness of books here. A far better
comparison is evident from the fact that the wages of a worker
at the Fraser tool plant in Moscow run from 180 to 1200 roubles
per month and those of a student at.the engineering institute for
heavy industry, from 130 to Z00 roubles. No wonder editions are
so big, and that the soviets can boast that the 150 special books
igssued in connection with the first elections under the new con-
stitution are insufficient in spite of totalling over 80,000,000
copies.

One gets the impression that everyone in Russla 1is reading.
There is nothing to correspond to our pulp and smooth-paper
weeklies. Instead the Russian devours lengthy government reports,
and technical manuals. On the trains everyone is reading, sleeping,
or argulhng. The passengers are as absorbed in textbooks on chem-
istry, party literature, or a translation of Sinclair Lewis as
their New York cousins are in the tabloids. Everything is in-
formative, for the Soviet citizen is eilther a student or a teachgf}
and he may be both.

Gordially,

KM

P.S. Enclosed is a revised list for mailing. John and Howard
send regards. I am going to be sorry to leave in a few
days.
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C o Moscow, U.S.5.X.

o November 3, 1927

Dear lMr. rogers:

At exactly ten o’clock, Voroshiloff, Marshal of the Soviet
Union, rode out of the Spasky @ate at the south end of the Red
Souare and cantered oriskly along between the tribunes and massed
blocks of armed men. An instant before, the spectators had turned
expectantly as the bells began to chime and now they clapped as
ne passed. The troops stood motionless and silent; they would
gregt their commander presently. For several hours they had been
forming up--red army units with and without field kit, detakchments
from the navy, alr.force.and special divisions, and columns of
veterans of the civil war with bayonetted rifles slung from their
shoulders. At the far end of the square the commander pbegan to
greet each group. The celebration of the Twentieth anniversary of
the first proletarian revolutlion had begun :

"Demonstration" would be a better word than "celebration".
Galety there was in the city both pefore and after, but this was
a demonstration o1t the will and the might of the soviets to maintain
the regime established twenty years ago. The cloudy day strengthened
this impression, and the absence of any color but red in the
decorations emphasized the singleness of purpose of those who stood
on Lenin’s tomb. Opposite them a great placard greeted the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union, and on each side,of it were banners
inscribed with "Workers of the World, Unitel" in half a dozen
languages. International implications were even more strikingly
expressed in a temporary monument built over the one standing in
front of St. Basil’s Cathedral. Six gigantic werkers of different
races and nations stood shoulder to shoulder in a cir@@e, facing
the world, and holding aloft six banners of revolution.

At the end of an address, the band struck up the International,
and salutes boomed from behind the Kremlin walls. A deep singing
roar swedpt up and down the massed fighters. At a single command
they turned and began to file by in review. As the shock troops
marched by with fixed bayonets and sub-machine guns at the ready,
cheers and clapping came from the tribunes filled with leading
workers. In the seemingly endless stream of military equipment which
followed, dome things were unforgettable: The cavalry troupe
with horses tapering from white to dark grey==in—£aq§:’a-n the cavalry
wime horses all looked like prize winners. The hapsome women of
the air force with heavy broun pistols contrasting with tneir blue
uniforms. A motorcycle red cross unit with side cars for the
wounded. The civilian cyclists in gaily colored jackets and caps.
Wave upon wave of tanks from little amphibians to gliding fortresses.
Most thrilling of all were the speed tanks which hurtled agcross
the sgaure and two almost equally fast turretted giants which
swept by like battleships on review.



(Kenneth May)

MAILING LIST (Oct. 31, 1937 revised from Sept. 27, 1937)

List A.

IyMritLlouis Brownlow
2.Mrs. A.A. Dodgson
2 Lypiatt Terrace
Cheltenham, England
3.Mr. John Dyer-Bennet
4.,Prof, C.C. Evans
5.Mr. Farnham P. Griifiths
6.Mr. Gordon Gritfiths
{ Prof. J.H. Hildebrand
B.Mr. Richard M.Leonard
1918 Lakeshore Elvd.
Oakland, Calif. (from list A.)
9 .M#4. Randolph P. NMay
10.Prof. S.C. May
11.Mr. 3Stacy May
12 .Miss Rutih McGovney
1%.Miss Ann Meiklejohn
4 ,Prof. Charles A. Noble
5.Mr. Donald Parkin
1638 Grant St.
Berkeley, California
16.Mr. Norman Parkin
29 Stratton rd. -
Merton Park, London SW19

1(.Mrs.iM. L. Sisson C -'

18.Mr. Charles Thompson
19 .Mr. Hobart Young

List C.

1.Mr. Hel Bertelsman
%Instityt Universitaire des
Haute Etudes Internationals,
Villa Bartoloni, Ceneva
2.Miss Suzanne Bocguerasg
250 Perry St.
Qakland, Calif.
3.Mr. H. J. Bruman
%Dept. of Geography
University of California
4.Miss Claire Busby
144 Bellevue rd,
Watertown, Mass.
5.Mr. Jules Eichorn
2007 Berkeley way,
Berkeley, California
®.Migss Ellzabeth Kelsey
149t Le Roy Ave.
Berkeley, California
¥ .Mr, Stentéyr Mobere
230 Banita-Avest.
Faedmony, Calitornia

List B.

W1.Mr. Ansel E. Adams
Best?’s Studio, Yosemite Valley
Yosemite Nat’l Park, California
X 2.Mr,., Carleton R. Ball
3814 Jocelyn St.
Washington, D.C.
%.Mr. Robert Bishop
%ZAmerican Express
Haymarket, London
v$ 4 Mr. Allan C. Blaisdell
X5 .Dean M.E. Deutsch
862 Arlinton Ave.
V“/~Berkeley, California
6.Mr. Glen Dawson
(Mr, Francis P. Farqguhar
GlMr. Nathan Gilbert
2603 Benvenue

13() X Berkeley, Calffornisa
— 9

Jir. Elmer C. Goldsworthy
W10.Mr. Frank Kidner
1. Mr. Harry Kingman
WwWi2.Prof. H.D. Lasswell
Mr. Frank Pestana,
2528 E. 22 St.
~ Oakland, Calif.
wld . Mr. Walter Radius
VW15 .Mr. Dana Raymond
60 Park Ave.
New York City
vxi@.Mr. Leo Fogin,
wl(.Pres. Robert Gordon Sproul
X18.Miss DucyvVan Lobén Sels
Amistad, Vorden

Sacramento Co., California
K19

JMr., Frank Wilson
6 Rue de Sevres
Paris, France.

V8. miss Margaret Rockwell

Mills College, California

Y /9.Miss Helena Stellberg

1 Orchard Lane
Berkeley, California
1Q.Mr. Howard Twining
" 6160 Acacia St.
Oakland, Calif.
13.Miss Margaret Wood
6095 Romany Rd.
Oakland, Cadlif.
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Now the citizens of Moscow pegan to come. Flowing in from
the north they filled the scuare and moved by like molten lava.
Above the parallel columns of drab figures rose massed banners
and placards, revolutionary slogans, pictures of the triumphs of
socialist co struc&ion, portraits of leaders, end caricatures of
enemies. Aé¥¥heyApassed the tribune they waved and were greeted
in return. Little children rode by on parents’ shoulders. Some
marchers shouted to comrades in the stands, sang, or responded to
the slogans hurrahed over the microphone incessantly, but most
trudged by as seriously as those in uniform. A great crowd of
men, women, and children surging along out of step is even more
impressive than an army.

When the Russians make an effort to be efficient, they do the
thing well. All the military equipment, soldiers, and the entire
population of Moscow passed through that square without a visible
hitch and were diverted and dispersed so well that within an hour
of the end of the demonstration the streets were swept and traific
was goling as ugual. Now the gay spirit of the previous days
returned. Ian Bvery street and square were 1lit up the red banners,
slogans, pictures, and monuments. Below them surged the marchers
of that day, celebrating their achievements and hopes, forgetting
momentarily the struggles of the pas® and the difficulties to come.

Cordial greetings to all,

\<«L,MM9J<5)\“W\QLkeg
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Helsingfors, Finland
November 10, 1937

Dear Mr. Rogers:

We have just wired you "INSTRUCTIVE PLEASANT TRIP
RETURNING LONDONj; HOWKEN." The second word has been
partly explained in previous letters. This one 1is
intended to enlarge on the first, fourth, and fiith.

Upon arriving in Leningrad, I told the Intourist
Bureau as a matter of course that I was interested in
rlanning and statistics. They immediately suggested
that I visit the planning institute, which was arranged
with no apparent ditficulty. I had a good interpreter,
and the director and stalf were very,cordial; ifrank, and
at ease. All my questions were answered, but I did not
bring up the gquestion of my studying there, because I
expected to see more in Moscow. This institute wie a
four year training school for those having completed the
ten years of elementary and secondary schooling. It is
one ol the schools under the Personnel Division of the
Central Committee for National Economic Accounting ot the
Gogplan, whose programs were outlined in the Collected
Program you sent me this summer. The course includes of
course basic sclence, languages, dialectical materialism,
and physical education. In the first two years specialization
is on mathematics and statistlics. In the last two yeabs,
economics and planning theory. Graduates go immediately to
jobs in planning agencies or to research work, Other details
are interesting but not relevant to this letter. I was
allowed to look over the mimeographed programs oif lectures,
similar to the printed program mentioned above.

- In Moscow, I hoped to find a similar institute and also
a regsearch institute. At Leningrad they had mentioned this and
suggested that I might get programs and other information at
the oftices of the committee in charge of curricula for such
schoels. However, VOKS was able to make no such contacts and
we hesitated to press the matter. The new man at VOKS, Mr.
Melikoveki, listened caretully to my wishes and promised to
do his best. He made appointments for me to see Prof., Lusin
and Prof. Kolmogeroif, the iirst a function theorist, the
gsecond a statisticiam not interested in economics. At the
otfice of the latter, I happened to run into Proit. Slutsky,
one of whose articles I had seen in America. He emphasised
the point that he had given up economics ten years ago, and
was interested solely in other applications ol statistics.
The conclusion was not that there are no economicastatisticians
left in Russia, but that they were connected with the Gosplan
or its schools which were undergoing a complete shakedown.
John visited the foreign office and talked with Mr. Vinegradoif--
Mr. Neymann having been removed. There he was told that they
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understood that it had been made clear that it would not
be possible to study in theSoviet Union at this time.
As tar as we could tell, all Ioreign students had: Left,
were leaving, or had little hope of staying long. It
was clearly gt poor moment, s0 we dropped the matter.

However, Jjust before leaving we went with John to
see Vinegradoif. He was very cordial, talked over the
problems that we might tace returning next year, and
in general gave the impression that it was only a matter
of time.

There came two pieces ol good luck in connection
with the principal purpose of the trip. dJohn introduced
me to Eugene Schwert, representative oi the Internat %hal
Business Machines Corporatlion, who lent me some ol the
Companies manueals and showed us through an exhibit of
accounting machines which included some of the soviet-
made copies as well as his own. Secondly, Mr.\H@nggpv
introduced me to Albert Rhys-Williams and his &Bstetart,
Mrs. Erskine, who were stdying at the National.

Alithoogntunable to: .see:the people in planning, there
was nothing to prévent buying the books and periodicals
in the field. Hence, I scoured the pook stores and
shipped out bundle atter bundle to England. This collection
alone will be worth the trip.

John ol course was a peach. He showed ug around the
town, introduced us to every variety ot Muscovise, took
us to the theater, and gave up hours ot his time to
"gossiping". We met the principal newspaper correspondents,
Spencer Williams {Amer-Russ C. of C.), the Ambassador,
the principal secretaries and attachés at the Embassy, and
uncounted others. Mr., Henderson was away. I got to know
J.D. Stamm (Secretary to Ambassador) and Emlyn Davies, who
periodically came into the picture to contrast with young
Russians John introduced us to. At lunch at the Ambassadoris
I met Anna Louise Strong.

Habicht was excellent and worried only by the fact that
he could do no more for us. Everything went smoothly, and
we were limited only by the length of the day and the tenseness
of the situation. It was a great climax to the trip to
get tickets on the Red Saguare.

I have plenty oI money and shall send a report when I
arrive in England.

Faitnfully yours,

Wo o axQ. "c*c-\auv(-

%kbﬁﬁrvﬁ'*e% zc>§%;Q4'D\>woe @m4N&QL W are oo Sdk&tﬂnﬂumgyh
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19 Gordon Street
London, W.C.L1.
November 26, 1937

Dear Mr. Rogers:

The long overdue letter concerning activities
of the last weeks will be forthcoming. In the mean
time, this financial report. As you see by the en-
closed sheet, I had on hand $172.76 on the 2lst. This
would last for some time, but it seems a pity to
change the checks into meney, ‘only to reverse the process
later on. Also it might be well to keep this as a
reserve.

. Living expenses in England are higher than
I anticipated. However, $200 per month seems the
best figure to try. Probably the best way to transfer
the amount would be through the Institute’s banker to
any one of the large banks in London. I have no
preference in the matter, but should like to get started
on a regular basis with December 1f that is convenient.

We spent several 'days in Stockholm, during which
I made valuable contancts; also a day 1in Copehhagen,
where Howard met Bohr. Arriving here last Friday night,
I received your telegram at the American Express the
next morhing. That day and the next were spent in
looking for rooms and getting settied. Really satis-
factory rooms are almost impossible to find.

In the last few days we have gotten started With’
Russian classes. I have made contacts in R.A. Fisher's
group and at the L.S.E. It is very pleasant to be
getting down to work. If you have no objection, some
of my next letters will conern things in Moscow which
I did not have time to write about while there.

\‘éL...é:iL:\nmﬁﬁ_\

P.S.John is to be in Paris on -the fourteenth of December,
and we are planning to meet him there for a reumion. Other-
wise I shall be here, allthough I may succumb to one of

the invitations I have received to go on a short skiing
trip.

Holiday greetingsl
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-19 Gordon Street
London, W.C.1l.
December 3, 1937

Dear Hr. Rogers:

Stockholm was more beautiful than ever under a thin mantle of
snow which covered the roofs and ....... ‘ .

Undoubtedly there is much for us to learn in Sweden, which seems
to have attained an extraordinary modern high standard of living
while avoiding the choice between communism and fascism, but the
thesls that Sweden offers a model of the middle way for us to
copy ignores her special position and ......

Denmark is full of bicycles and butter ....

At Harwich we were given the catechism which one is supposed to
encounter at the Soviet border. Not to mention the customs officials,
the immigration authorities were so afraid that we might accept
"employment paid or unpaid" that ......

After pushing my way through the grimey fog to dinner, only
to be enveloped in an even thicker mist rising from beef and boiled
POLatloes ceveenne

The difficulties of finding adeguate and reasonable lodgings
in London are enough to lead anyone to a serious study of .........

e....50 might have begmn half a dozen letters, but each was
submerged in the activities which might have produced the next.
Now that.I am physically settled and peginning af the L.S5.E. and
School of Slavonic 3Studies, perhaps some of them may yet be written.

Meanwhile England 1s a good vantage point from wnich to watch
the deterioration of the international  situation. The Halifax
visits, played up as a move for "appeasement",but on better authority
taken to mean a deal giving Germany a free hand in the East. The
"capitalist encirclement" of the U.S.5.R. becomes very concrete.
The revelations in connection with the "Hooded Men" in France. It
is suggested that this arms plot, certainly financed and supplied
largely from abroad, was coordinated conclously with the Halifax
visits. Such wholesale preparations for violence by the right in
a democratic country shed some light on the alleged "impossibility"
of the somewhat more extensive spying and terroristic activities
by similar forces in the Soviet Unilon.

People here talk quite glibly of war as a matter of months or
weeks. In Parliament, M.P.’s with a sense of hugiour make fantastic
proposals for air-raid protection, mocking the inadequate plans of
the govermment, while a great debate goes on as to whether the cost
should come from local or national funds. It will be hard to "muddle
through" an air raid. The prospect 1s not made much more pleasant
from the world view by the thought that the National CGCovernment may
have bought a delay for England at the price of Italian penetration in
Spain, the Japanese entrenched in China, and Germany "left alone"
with Austria and Czecho-Slovakia.

Best Holiday Greetings,

G oxl Thay



KM...WSRe..12...Personal

London, England
December 3, 1G27

Dear HMr. Rozers:

Since last writing I have worked out
more definitely my program for next term.
It includes four hours weekly of Russian
clagses and an eqgual amount in statistics
and economics. However, I may add some
tutoring in conversational Russian.

Had a pleasant chat with Sir Bernard
Pares. Plan to attend a series of lectures
by Turin on the Current Economic Problems
of the U.S.2.R. Laski gave me some helpful
suggestions and offered to introduce me to
people here who may be helpful later, such
as the Vebbs.

In my last financial letter, I suggested
$200 per month as a good basis. However, I
suggest adding $150 to the January check to
cover tuition for the next two terms. Not
all of it has to be pald right away, but it
would probably be simpler to send the whole
amount .

An inside (supposedly) tip, which you
probably know all about. Myrdal, the planner
whom I saw in Sweden, is coming to America
under the auspices of the Rockerfeller (?)
Foundation to make a study of the negro problem.
He did not tell me, but gomeone else told me that
he was telling everyone in "strictest secrecy".
He is supposed to think that no difficulties will
be put in his way in personally investigating
conditions.

At the moment, my only dirfficulty is too
many engagements, Still I am working.

With best wishes for the holidays.
=
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London, England
December 10, 1937

Dear Mr. Rogers:

The Leningrad Planning Institute was housed in a four
story post-revolutionary building in one of the partially re-
built districts of the city. Its blue modernity made a good
impression as my guide and I walked across a rather bleak open
gpace separating it from the street. After the inevitable
formalities of admission, we proceeded to the office of the
director of -the institute, a very cordial man with a pair of
skis leaning against his coat rack. He suggested a tour of
the building to be followed by a conference with his assistant
and another colleague.

Except for a certain severity, the building was very much
like one in America: Lecture halls and conference rooms full
of students. Laughing jostling crowds during the intermission.
Laboratories for natural science and rooms full of calculating
machines. Library, reserved book room, and study hall. Even
a gymnasium complete with basketball court, volley ball nets,
and acrobatic gadgets. But there were differences too: The
beautifully illuminated wall newspapers containing articles on
student activities and theik relation to society--athletics,
studies, social events, international affairs, socialigt construction,
national defense. Deep red banners in all the halls inscribed
in white with the slogans of the new constitution and the then
coming elections. In the gymnasium, coeducational classes as
elsewhere, seemingly permeated with a spirit of gay teamwork.

To the director’sl$reeting, "Zdrastvuhtye'", they replied crisply

in unison, "Zdran." Upstairs were quarters for two thirds of

the students. Through the window, they pointed out a large

building under construction which was to accomodate all the students.

The Institute’s four year course is intended to follow the
ten year compulsory elementary and secondary education which
starts at the age of eight. Hence the students are about the
same age as collegians. in the United States, allthough there are
still a few older men and women, who had to start their education
after the revolution. Upon graduation, the statisticlan-accountant-
planner finds a job waiting in one of local agencies of Gosplan,
the State Planning Commission. Some are allowed to go on to
further academic work and research in the higher institute in
Moscow.

In addition to free room, each student receives a stipend,
varying from 100 roubles for the poorest students to 250 for the
"otlichniki". Text books are free or obtainable in the libmary.
Most of the students belong to the Students’Union which is part
of the trade union structure of the country, and there is also
a union for the staff. Allithough 50% of the freshman class were
Komsomols (Members of the Young Communist League), less than
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5% of the senior class were members of the Party. The general
conduct of the school, including discipline, is in the hands of
the faculty, subject to the limitations imposed by the national
committee of the Gosplan which is in charge of these schools.
Allthough the teachers are expected to do research and write,
they are not frequently used as consultants. However, workers
from the Gosplan aften come to give special lectures, and part
of the student’s time is spent in practice work in the Gosplan
and elsewhere. Marking is not done on the basis of "class
average", but against a nationally determined standard. As a
result the freshman class contains 20% otlichniki (those who
receive 100% in all subjects), whilealigure dwindles considerably
during the following and progressively more difficult years.

A discussion of the curriculum must be reserved for later
letters, but it is worthwhile noting here the general emphases
established for the four years: I.Mathematics, II.Statistics,
III.Political Economy and Dialectics, IV.Planning Theory. The
program includes of course many othner topics: natural science,
languages, accounting, etc. Some idea of the,gquality (or hoped
for guality) may be gained from the fact thatpr¥yllabus for
mathematics whichel:zwashishownvincluded the differential and
integral calculus, elementary differential equations, and theory
of interpolation.

Holiday greetings to all,

%ynThe system of schools of various types, of which the Lenin-

grad Planning Institute is only one, 1s run by the Personnel

Division, Central Administration of National Economic Accounting,

of the Gosplan of the U.S.S.R. (Sektor Kadroff, Tslurhu, Gosplana SSSR)
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S.S. Manhattan '
En route, Havre-gouthampton
December 15, 1937

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Sud N

We  are getting quite used to jumping abcut from
city?“ﬂLondon yesterday, Paris today, and London again
tomorrow. It is very pleasant to see John again. Also
we had the good luck to have lunch with George Antonius
today. He seemed in good spirits and apparently over the
cold which he had when Howard and I had a chat with
last Friday afterncon. He is tired thogugh and nervous
to the degree expected of one who as just given birth
to a book.

We reached Mr. Pilenco, who showed us around "old
Paris" and then took us to his home for tea. We met
his charming wife and his daughter Natalie. Listening
to his views ¢n the S.U. was very instructive.

The main purpose of this letter is to wish you
the very best at Christmas and during the new year.
ily greetings also to the Institute staff, the Directors,
your wife, and such friends as Marianne Pilenco, T
suppose that Mr. Crane is in California, amd hope that he
has recovered from the difficulties he had recently.

‘Da zdravstvuyet Incwal

a0, %.m_,_\
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Dear Mr. Rogers:

During the last few years, the term "planning" has been used
so recklessly in various contexts that one wonders whether it is
simply a new piece of "window dressing", a new "positive-reaction
symbol", with which it is convenient to clothe ideas which must
be peddled. The term "plan" suggests that things are being done
in a rational way; it gives confidence. Hence we find every group
claiming that it has a plan, as though planning itself had some
particular merit. This applies to everyone from the Socialistis
with their "planned economy" to the Oxford Group with its "God
has a plan". O0Of course, given certain ends, we are more likely
to reach them if we act according to a plan of some sort, but
the crucial point is the purpose and content of the plan, not
its mere exlistence.

There may perhaps be some sense about talking of the desirability
of planning in general, if we are thinking of the guestion as to
whether whole nations, perhaps the world, should subject thelr
developgment and activity to cotfcious control rather than leaving
them to be the resultant of various uncoordinated forces. It is
podgiblentblask this question only because the world nas reached
a stage of technical develop$ment in which this control might in
fact be exercised. The stage 1s set for it, so to speak, and even
those who prefer "laisser-faire" realize that, paradoxically
enough, considerableg more coricious centralized control will be
necessary to insure the conditions under which it can operate. In
other words, now that the posgsibility of control exists there is
going to be a scramble for the driver’s seat. To argue for !no
control" in such a situation is.to ignore the fait that the gquestion
actually being decided ig not "Plan or No Plan" + blut.!'What sort of
plan, and who will execute it?"e All on the assumption, otf course,
that the whole mechanism will not be destroyed in the struggle for
control.

From a Marxist point of view, this cult of "planning" leads
also to an altogether too narrow consideration of current social
problems. To contrast Soclalism with Capitalism, treating these
as synonymoug with "Planned Economy" and "Unplanned Economy"
regpectively®, is to ignore other fundamental differences between
the systems”’, aPRlamning, !liké’a&dministration, s a technique which
can be used for every concelvaple purpose, alithough the social
characteristics of the society in which it is used will determine
its purposes and methods. Talk of planning in genergl.and:
consideration of social problems formally from this viewpoint alone.
distract attention from the contents and difficulties of execution
of various plans. i

- It leads also to verbal arguments and confusions. One can
already hear people arguing that Fasclsm is or is not really a
"planned economy". Of course it is not, it we restrict "planning"
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to mean the type of prejudgément and control exercised in the
Soviet Union, but then we will have to invent some -new word for
whatever they do in Fascist countries when they make and carry
out economic plans. In order to avoid these confusions, the
following definition of "planning" ig suggested: Given a set

(or system) of measurable gquantities(economic, social, technical),
planning is the process (or act) of making advance decisions as
to relations between them ahndccontrolling the set so as to realize
these relations. - Now if we wish to talk of some particular type
of planning we have only to add a modifier and specify jusz what
gquantities are involved and the context in which they lie. For
example, Town Planning involveg guantities connected with the
amounts and distributions oif population, housing, convenlences,
parks, etc. within a municipel area.

Someone may object that it is wrong to identiiy the various
types of planning in capitalist countries with "socialist planning",
even by using the same word as part of the labelcof each. In
spite of the distinction suggested below, however, it seems more
convenient to use the word "planning", just as we do "adminstration",
in describing various societies, specifying of course the characteristic:
in each case. From a formal point of view, without bringing
in the essential differences between 8ocialism and €apitalism,
"Soviet Planning" and various types of planning under Capitalism
differ in one very important respect. In the latter, each group
which plans, whether it be a city, a corporation,or. a national
governmental agency, is concerned with quantities some of which
are entirely outside its control. Put more generally, the number
of controls is less than the number of cuantities, and the un-
known guantities must be guessed at. In the Soviet Union, on the
other hanc, theéf number of controls is at least as great as the
number of variables. Except for "acts of God" and other phenemena
which may be predicted with considerable statistical accuracy, the
only uncontrolled quantities are some of:those involved in foreign
trade. We might say.that Soviet Planning was a type of '"Semi-Closéd
Planning", and refer to the others as types of "Open Planning',
the term "Closed" being reserved for planning in a closed system
such as the entire world or a completely autarchic state.

New Year Greetings to all.

Kenneth May

and

2. Barbara Wooton in her rather idealistic, but at times stimulating
"Flan or No Plan"(Gollancz 1934), starts (p.() with the following:
"...any contrast of socialism with capitalism, of plan with
no-plan, must begin with a clear understanding of just what is
meant by each term". ) '

3. "Any examination of a socialist economy, if it is to be concrete,
must clearly start from this essential fact: that the fundamental
dharacter=of socialism consists in its abolition of the class re-
lation which torms the basis of capitalist production......' --
Maurice Dobb, "Political Economy and Capitalism" (Routledge 1937)

4, In his "Planning and Capitalism" (W.E.T.U.C. 1937), Dobb is more
careful than some. He says (p.75) speaking ot Sweden and France:
"In neither of these cases has anything which could be described as

"socialist planning" been adopted" (my italics).



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

London, December 18, 1937.
Sir: ‘

I am directed by the Chargé d'Affaires to inform

you that Mr. Kenneth Ownswo;th called at this Embassy
on December 18 and stated that, under the auspices of

‘the Institute of Current World Affairs, he was in
England to study, among other things, subjects pertaining
to Russia.

lr. May said that he desired to meke himself known
to the HZmbassy in case inquiries concerning him might
possibly be made by British authorities.

In this connection, it would be greatly apprecaited
if you would furnish the Embassy with any general infor-
mation you mey care to give inlregard to Mr. May's con-
nection with the Institute and to the purposes of his
stay in England.

Very truly yours,

W 2. W}w

_ ames &, Brown, Jr.
Second Secretary of Embassy.

Mr. Walter S. Rogers,
522 Fifth Avenue,

New York, IM.Y.



December 235rd,L937
Dear Kenneth:

John Hazard arrived last evening, and we have
spent much of today gossiping and discussing plans.

Your fether came in during the afternocon., Un-
fortunately John had gone downtown. I hope to arrange
for them to meet tomorrow, but they seem to have conflici-
ing plans. Your father seems very well., e had a very
zood talk.

Your letters come along regularly, but the
distribution has been none too regular st this end. The
offiece has been rushed with business, but after Christmss
the 0ld routine will be resumed. I may even take to writing
letterst Yours I find interesting. Try to be az spontaneous
and as revelatory as you can without making a forced effort.

I expect to be in Chicago next week, but will
return here to have a few days with John Crane before he
sails for Italy on the fifteenth. e is now in California
with his father and mother,

A1l I have to ssy about your work is that you
drive along doing the things that appeal to you as intereste
ing snd worthwhile. I shall probably be along late in the
spring. By that time your ideas will perhaps have crystall-
ized. GO %0 it and scueeze all you can cut of your day by
day experiences.

Christmas and Hew Year's Creetings,

WSR/fe

¥r. Kenneth May,
19 Gordon strset,
I.Ondon, Wo Co 1
England.
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DAY LEMTER
PROFESSOR S. Co MAY DEC. 25rd 1957,
UNIVEESTTY OF CALEFORNIA.

BERKAEL EY CALIFOBNIA

JOHN HAZARD JUST RETURNED FRON MOSCOW SAW KENVETI PARLIS STOP HAZARD AND
I WILL BE UNIVERSITY CLUB CHICAGO FOR SEVERAL DAYS BEGINVING TWENTY=NINTH
STOP WE WILL BE DELIGHIED T0 SEE YOU IF YOU ARG THERBABOUTS STOP HAVE

LETTER FOR YOU FROM KEWNETH WHERE SHALL I SEND IT GRERTINGS

WALTER S. ROGERS

WESTERN UNION MESSENGERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF NOTES AND PACKAGES.
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London, England
December 28, 1927

Dear Mr. Rogers:

It 1s not easy to describe the English Christmas season.
Like all other activities, celebrations are carried on in
private nere, and each class celebrates in its appropriate
way. Of course, during the week before Christmas London
was gayer than usual. The streets were crowded with shoppers,
and along Cxford Street and Piccadilly the stores had set
up special displays. Shops stayed open well into the evening,
and the wet stréets made the lights seem even brighter than
they were. On Holborn peddlers demonstrated clever new German
toys on the sidewalk,

But all this was merely preparation for the real Christmas,
to be held behind closed doors. ‘London is like a tomb on
a Sunday, as any traveller who has been caught there knows.
Almost everything is closed, the trains run only as &a concession,
and in short one had nmuch better retire. Now Christmas Day
is a sort of super-Sunday. Even the busses stopped running
in the afternoon; while all England ate boiled pudding. Of course,
there were some exceptions. A few escaped to the continent
for skiing (sheeing). A few blissful drunks dotted the other-
wise empty streets. And there must have been a good many who
avoided indigestion by simply not having the money to spend
on a Christmas dinner.

Christmas Eve found three students nosing about in
the Cambridge market sguare. We were in search of lettuce,
but had to be content with spinach. A few moments lategr,
heavily laden with edibles and drinkables, we arrived at the
little cottage, where we had 1it the fire before going out to
shop. Built in the sixteenth century, it hardly satisfied
my detinition of a cottage.....simply three little rooms one
above the other. But except for the electric light and com-
fortable furniture, it might have looked very much the same
for centuries. Through & low door near the old stove-fireplace,
one had to step into autiny court to fetch water. Standing
out there, I saw my first starry sky in many weeks.

While dinner coocked on the fireplace, we continued the
discussion begun that afternonon. At twelve o’clock all was
ready; corks popped, meat sizzled, and our cnef put just the
right amounts of butter and seasoning on the greens. Two hours
later we were sitting contentedly -around the table before the
fire with plenty of Mosel and tobacco left. I leaned back
in my chair, staring at the paper pasted between the beams to
cover the cracks between crooked floorlng, and felt that we
had escaped into the middle ages.

Greetings to all.
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January 1%, 1938

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Back in London after a very much needed vacation
from damp weather. A holiday, however short, fulfills
its purpose if one completely forgets and loses the
feeling of work. Still, for perfection a little seasoning
of reminders is required. This was such a perfect
holiday.

The winter day was already over ag our train pulled
in at St. Lazare. As we crept along in a special bus
going to the Gare de Lyon, we thanked our lucky stars that
it had been impossible to get a taxi. It wags the day of
the general strike of transportation workersli All Parig
was walking home. The streets were jammed with private
cargs and taxls held in place by the cement of pedestrians.
Not a bus, not a train weas running. The public took their
punishment without complaint, and a few days later we read
that the strikers had won their demands. At each inter-
section was a frantic gendarme who let only a half dozen
cars move at a time. The result was an excellent opportunity
to observe the Paris streets, buildings, and cafes. By this
time I was leaning strongly in favor of the last named. The
most modern ssee¥ bullding we paused in front of was the
new headquarters of the Communist Party of France, now the
largest party in the country with 350,000 members. The
name stood out bold and respectable in shiny chromium against
the bright new brick. At their annual conference they were
supporting the current strike, one illustration of the
ticklish tactics which must be followed by a revolutionary
party supporting a popular front government. The governmeht
was frowning very darkly on this particular strike.

A good dinner with vin ordinaire and a very qulet night,
since there were no metros or buses, and we were ready for
another day oi travel., At Geneva we were met by friends,and
the next day our party collected at the Bavaria Restaurant,
surrounded by caricatures of the ghosts of a certain league
which is said to have had its headgquarters in Ceneva. A
German, now Swiss, a charming Swiss couple, an Oxford botanist,
an American student in Geneva, a Californian chemist, and an
American unclasgifiable--ocur only language in common was French,
a great overstatement as applied to the last named american.
The Jjerky ride in the third class carriage, the crowded bus
ride through ever deepening snow, and the many songs we sang
made us closer brothers than could a-.common nationality.

It was quite dark as we finished buying provisions and
started up the icy traill for our chalet. When its lights
finally appeared they seemed very high up and far away, but
we were soon seated in a low ceilinged room full of people,
rucksacks, soup and steam, all kept in circulation by lusty
songs. This chalet was bullt by and for working people of
Geneva. Accordinly everything was simple and each did his
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own work. A little crowded perhaps, few convenieno@s, but
an atmosphere of comraieshlb only to be found in such chalets
all over the world. ,

They had something to teach us about keeping warm in
such cold weather. We all lay down side by side on a tremedous
mattress,and then an official laid blankets over us in a manner
dictated, no doubt, by years of experience. The results were
excellent, though one wonders what the last man in the hut does
when it comes his turn to be covered. There was no.time for
such questions next morning. Opposite the hut was apeautiful
open slope with a slalom course set. The valley stPetched up
to steep trails leading to high open ski fields. Yah-hooooooot[t
This was the way to spend New Years Day.

The short holiday over, most of the skiers had to return to
work. There remainéd behind some unemployed, who were allowed
to stay free at the lodge, a Swiss worker who Was recovering
from the effects of an Italian bomb dropped on him in Spailn,
and the guardian. The Spanish veteran talked very calmly of
his experiences as a volunteer, the sensations connected with
being almost a direct hit, the excellent medieal attention
given him, and the fact that he could not return to Switzerland,
as fighting for the loyalists would bring a prison senténce.
Apparently he wae almgost recovered, since he skied with that
delightful Tyrolean grace, which proclalmed him by far the best
gskier at the chalet. The guardian was a stocky Swiss-German
woman of "exactly 42", whose face glowed like a polished apple.
She was kindness itself to the little party of students. When
"the first American who has been here" had indigestion, $he
was greatly concerned and celebrated his recovery with a.raisinc
cake. ©She told us that Lehin had lived in the same boarding
house in Zurich. He was very quiet, she said, always ate alone
if possible and returned immediately to writing. He never
talked politics nor "played politics'", since he w@n%é=ha¥e‘““ﬂkk
be expelled from Switzerland. The last day she had a little
guarrel with a chdfmlng, but too excitable Frenchman, who she
said 1liked too much to "make politics with his tongue" :

The last day we had perfect snow--a few inches of powder on
a hard crust. For an hour and a half we salled, glided, swished
downward until we began to feel the rocks. Still we would not
give up. We glided slowly along the mountain road dropping to
the station until the snow petered out altogethner. I had gone
away in search of a complete change and had found it. But
even in a little chalet, high in the alps were reminders that
made me glad to be on the way back.

o

Pi5.Thank you for the.telegram and your letter of the 23rd.
I am glad you had a chat with Dad,.and hope he was able to

meet John. Give my best to John and to Mr. Brodie. Howard
is still away skiing in Austria. When I left for CGeneva he
was suffering from sinus, and I am sure the stay there will
do him good.

Cordial greetings,



January l4th, 1938,

Mr. James E, Brown,Jr.,
American Embassy,
London, England.

My dear Mr. Brown:

Your letter of December 18th inquiring sabout
Mr. Kenneth’hﬁay found awaiting me on my return here a few
days agoe ...

For an adequate reply it perhaps is desir-
able that I give you a certain amount of background, About
ten years ago Mr, Charles R, @rane set up a sizeable trust
fund, the income from which is more or less tagged to be used
to give a few exceptionally promising young Americans oppore
tunity to study basic problems for extended periods of time,
The Board of Trustees of the fund includes such people as
Isaiah Bowman, president of Johns Hopkins University, Harold
G. Moulton, president of the Brookings Institution, “ashington,
Henry illen Voe, secretary of the Guggenheim Foundation, and
John Micholas Brown of Providence. Any number of officials
of the Department of State are familiar with the Institute
and have on occasion cooperated unofficially.

At about the time the Department was select-
ing personnel for the new Embassy in the U.8.3.R. it turned out
that there was no .merican with a knowledge of Soviet law. It
oecurred to the Trustees of the Institute that it might be well
to make it possible for some ome to specialize in that field. A
senior by the nsme of John i, Hazard was recommended by the
authorities of the Hervard law School. He comes from a fine
old Rhode Island family and is a Hill School~Yale~Harvard Law
product. An arrangement was made through the Soviet REmbassy,
washington, for his admittance to the Moscow Juridieal Institute
(eas it is now c¢alled). ILast June he completed the regular three
year course., He gave to the American Embassy in Moscow coples of
his legal studies., The members of the staff there know him very
well, In a way he has been considered one of the family, "

After spending the fall in Moscow, Hazard
returned here to deliver an address on December 30th before the
annual meeting of the American Association of Law Schools. Before
doing so, he talked at length with Mr., Kennmat Department of State
and with officlals of the Soviet Embassy, Washington.
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Hazard is now writing e book to be entitled "An Introduction
to Soviet Law"., He may be in london about June on his way 40 Russia
where it will be necessary for him to go to check eertaih doubtful
Points,

The experlence with Hamard has led to two developments
that are now underway. One is to finance two young men to study
in the same way Japanese and Chinese law, (I have just received
a letter from Ambassador Grew on the possibility of an american
studying law in Tokyo under present conditions), The other is to
finance studies in Soviet Rusgia and elsewhere of how the physical
and biological sciences and the related technologies, such as
engineering, medicine, etc., are organized, financed, and furthered
and of their economic, political and social significance. It is here
where Kenneth Mey and Howard M. Wiedemann, another young American who
is being financed and who is alse in Iondon for the winter, come into
the picture.

¥ay is a highly gifted mathematician with an interest in
mathematical economies and in national planning, particularly with
reference to the furtherance of science and techmology. His father
is head of the Department of Public Administration of the University
of Californis and of outstanding reputation in his field,

Wiedemann, whose father died many years ago, comes from
the University of Buffalo, is interested in the history of science
and with what may roughly be called the philosophy of science.

Both of the young men were in Moscow during the fall. as
conditions were not propitious, they went to london to continue there
the study of Russian and studies in their respeetive fields. It is
hoped that by fall conditions will be such as to make it feasible
for them to settle down in Moscow for a year or two. e are hoping
to find five or six other young men, each with professional training
in one of the sciences and technologles, to investigate other aspects
of the interpenetration of secience and society.

The British 4issociation for the Advancement of Science and
the corresponding american organization are increasingly devoting
attention to the subject. The administration in Washington, Congress
and several of the state legislatures are wrestling with aspects of
the problems involved in the organizetion and furtherance of the
asciences and the technologies.

From the viewpoint of the Trustees of this Institube it
seems evident that many of the changes and tensions of the present
day are resultants of sclentific and technological achievement and
that nationsl and international affairs may well be explored from
this angls.
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Just where the work of such men as May and Wiedemann
and others we are seeking will lead, we do not pretend tec know,
but we will give them every opportunity and we are assured of
active cooperation from many directions,

So far as we know May and ¥Yiedemann are men of fine
character, exceptional promise, and scientific type of mind. I
commend both of them to you.

“sR/fe Yours sincerely,
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London, England
January 17, 1978

Dear Mr. Rogers: . ,

Yesterday there took place here meeting which may be sig-
nitricant in the developement of & "pgpular front" in Great Britaln.
Early in November the Left Book Clubq nat there would be a !'great
rally at the Albert Hall.." on January sigteenth. Within ten days
every seat was sold. The Queen’s Hall, second largest in London,
was engaged for an overtlow meeting. By the middle of December
it was half sold out, and on a rainy Sunday in January people came
from all over Great Britain and even some from Ireland to pack both
halls. An organization wnich can do this in the second year of its
existence is worth investigating, but the meeting itself will be
enough for this letter.

And a strange meeting itwwas. Called by Viotor Gollancz, the
publisher who supplied book bargains to the lubs 50,000 members, it
was much more than a rally of good customers. The speakerq repre-
sented all groups from the Liberal Party left--with the insignificant
exceptlon of people who were too r-r-radical to be seen in company .
with "reactionary" communists. The Left Book Club was only incidental
to a gilant anti-National Government, anti-fascist rally. &2 FXhe
speakers touched on every social problem of" the day, and each was
related the single issue stated in a dozen ways: Democracy vs.
Fascism, Progress vs. Reaction, ..... '

After Gollancz had outlined the program--no money was wasted on
printing any--he 1nuroduced John Sﬁrachey as the first speaker.
Dwelling at length on the "coming slump", he pointed out the signifi-
cance ol the present deluge of cheerful statements from industrialists
and conservative politicilans. In spite oi Fascist successes, ne said,
one could take heart from the set backs Fascism had received even from
the pitifully inadeguate resistance in Spain and China. Following
Strachey wag one ot the parliamentary whips of the Labour Party,
Richard Acland. He revealed the discussion groups which had grown up
around the L.B.C. as centers of anti-Tory activity. Stressing the
importance of capturing the agricultural areas and taking over the
patriotic slogans too long dekauched by the Toriles, he ended with a
strong plea for tolerance from the left in.admitting all progressive,
even 1t non-socialist elements to the popular front. White haired
Lord Addison, Minister for Agriculture in the last Labour Government,
then made a short talk in which he brought down the house by saying
that he did not "care a button what some one callg himgelf if he will
fight for peace". Upon the basis of his own experience in the Ministry
of Munitions during the World War, he said that the achievement of the
Spanish government in supplying herself with arms in spite of the
denial of ner rights under international law was a remarkable one<.
Sir Charles Trevelyan, former President of the Board of Education,
made an outspoken appeal for an alliance of the democratic powersg--
Britain, France, and the Soviet Union to be joined by the United States
and finally by the Northern Countries. While disapproving of many of
the methods used in the U.S5.5.R., he pointed out that at least the
people of Russia had something to show for it, while Britaink bloody
part in the World War had netted her people exactly nothing.
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The chairman now "with great pleasure" introduced himself and
proceeded with a lengthy report on the Club?s work and its plans for
expansion. These topics will have to wait for another letter. A
clever and witty speaker, Gollancz put himself on intimate terms -
with his audience by constantly Yragging'' himself and his colleggues,
letting the audience in on the conduct oif the business, and reading
amusing letters. Perhaps the best of these was from a boy who wrote,
"I wish to resign from the Club as I am an impressionable adolescent".
Allthough the afternoon was wearing on, the listeners? concentration
remained intense. Perhaps they were patient partly because of what
was to come next. Some time ago, when appearing at the Unity Theater,
Paul Robeson had said, "And you’re going to see a lot more of me from
now on". By now this smiling giant was a familiar figure at all
progressive meetings, and when h eared at the entrance he was
greeted by a demonstration whfgﬁfsa isfied"Jim’ Farley’s political
tecyhnicians. They cheered him not only as a great artist who
constantly gave his time to them, but as a leader of an oppregsed
people--a symbol of their hatred of race prejudice and bigotry.

And when he sang "a song about the Soviet Union" (Pesnya o Rodinye),.
one could hear ages of sutfering of the negro people and a new

hope in the last wordsg, '"no other land, where man walks the earth

so proud and free", for the U.S.5.R. is the only country in the
world where discrimination against him would be a crime.

After a rather low pressure collection of money for Spain and China,
Harry Pollitt,leader of the British Communist Party,sgave a precise,
hard-hitting summary of the situation, the position of the L.B.C., and
the tasks for the coming year. Meanwhile the Dean of Canterbury
arrived from the overflow meeting and gave & brief statement of the
pro-Soviet, united front christian position. Significantly, Gollancz
requested that the meeting should not close with the International.
Isolated shouts of "Why not?" changed to steady cheeringrand calls of
"Hear, hear" when he explained that many of the audlence were not mem-
pers of the "militant international working class movement'" whose song
it was.

Sir Charles Trevelyan had set the tone of the meeting by saying,
"Last year it was a question of the detense of Madrid; this year it
is a guestion of the capture of Teruel". Until now the democratic
forces had been on the detfensive against fascism; this year would mark
the turning point. The Labour Party was stirring. Defeat the
National Government when it springs a "surprise" electionl Arms
to the legal government of Spaini Boycott Japan[ Fight the etfects
of the slumpl Creste a democratic alliance between Britain, the
United Jtates, France, and the Soviet UnionL :

Happy New Year[
K.M,
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London, England
January 20. 1938

Dear Mr. Rogers:

WhHen writing the usual letters I seem
always to forget to request that you send
me some American magazines. If it is not
too late, would you order for me Time, the
New Yorker,. the Survey Graphic, and the New
Magsses? Howard and I plan to poach on each
others magazines.

Allthough I am taking only four hours
of Russian classes, I de some reading in
addition every day. A series of lectures
at L.S.E. by Schwartz under the title of
"The Economics of Joint Stock Company Legis-
lation" promises to be very interesting--
and quite a propos Arnold’s book which is
crying out to be read.

Yesterday’s decree on rectifying ex-
cesses in the "purge" probably indicates the
beginning of a loosening up, but I do not
think we can be optomistic merely on that
account. As long as the international
situation remains tense, the chances of
working there remain small. So thinks
Jack Miller, with whom I talked yesterday.
(Probably you know that he spent over a year
in Gosplan on a fellowship from England, but
left early in 1936 as the situation became
too tense for effective work.) He is planning
a book at this woment, based on his experience
and the materialiihe is digging out of the
literature. The other day, he gave an ex-
cellent lecture at King’s College on the
planning organization of the U.8.8.R. I
expect to see morendf him.c:John knew him
and would probably be glad to know that we
met.

W\

P.5.I have a Philco Radio‘which gets Rusgsian stations
guite clearly, so it is possible to hear the spoken
language every day.

Cordial greetings to agdl.
J
;



January 27,1938

Mre. Kenneth May,
19 gordon Street,
London, W. Co 1,
Eng}.ﬂnde

Dear Kenneth:

Your interesting No. 18 came in this morning. I
should welcome in due time a series of letters about your
studies. By the way, how is your Russian progressing?

Je Go Crowther came in recently and spent most
of an afternoon with me. ¥e will not be back in England for
twe or three months.

Yesterday Henry James, who is one of the Board
of Overseers of Harvard, told me that President Conant and the
members of Harvard?s governing body were becoming increasingly
interested in the interpenetration of scienes and society and
that they had no doubt that within the next decade or so most
universities would be offering courses on that subjeet and on
the history of secience,

Habicht, in Moscow, seems to be having some diffi-
culty about staylng there as the representative of the Open Road.
I telegraphed Troyanovsky yesterday putting in a vigorous word.
Intourist seems 0 be a bit jealous of Open Road and Open Rosd,
by advertising that it was the only tourist agency maintaining
an agent in Moscow, stirred its competitors into insistence that
if Open Road could keep & man in Moscow they should be allowed
the same privilege. 1 sincerely hope that Habicht will be per=
mitted to carry on, for he has been very useful to us.

Cordial greetings,

WSR/fe



London, England
January 29, 1938

Dear lr. Rogers:

Being just twice as much an expert on Marxism as a few
weeks ago--that 1s having now finished volume II of {apital--
perhaps I may take the liberty ot discussing a book on the
subject.

"Money" by Emile Burns is the first of a series of "Simple,
Short, Authorltatlve" books publighed by Gollancz as "The New
People’s Library." In its ninety odd pages is:condénsed.much
of economic theory firom .the Marxian point of view--particularly
in relation to the theories of money and value. For those who
wish to "get the idea" in one easy lesson, the book is admirable.
It is said that Marx was sufferlng from carbuncles when he wrote
the first part of Bapital. The reader of "Money" will conclude
that Burns was not.

This seems a good opportunity to put in a good word for
Capital itself. After wading through two volumes, I should like
to say that its difficulties have been greatly overstated. There
is no Jjustification for warning people not to read it on the
ground that it is incomprehensible. Of course it is heavy--
except for the historical parts--but it compares very well wkth
the modern article on economics, not to mention several of the
well known recent works in the field. Although volume II is
considered to be the least important, it is interesting to a
mathematical economist because of the use of such concepts as
period of production, production functions and stages, and
velocity of money.

Burns’ discussion of money leads him to touch many other
current guestions and he gives interesting hints iif not complete
treatmentss For example, the gold standard, trade cycles, monetary
reform, stability through cartels and trusts. Most interesting
is the final chapter on '"Money and Prices .in a Socialist State".
Among the toplcs discussed are criteria of planning, the place
" of interest, and the disappearance ot money with the developement
toward communism. Toward the end he says, "In a system in
which things are made for use and not for proifit,,the idea of
exchange value does not apply. The priced of thi have no
necessary relation to the number of hours of labour required for
their production..." Coming from the author of the "Handbook
of Marxism", an Happroved" Marxist, this throws some light on the
argument sometimes heard that the Marxian theory of value is based
on an ethical judgment, that for Marx "value" is wnat things ought"
to sell for. Here we have a statement that under Socialism (a "good"
society) value may have little to do with the prices which are fixed.

No doubt the treatment is oversimplified, but tnis Little
book 1is near the ultimate in capsular Marxism.

Cordial Greetings to all.
K.M.

Note enclosure.



KM...WSR...21

London, England.
February g, 1938

Dear ¥r. Rogers:

The Left Book Club, as suggested in my letter of January 17,
is worth investigating as a case study in organizational procedure
and an important element in the English anti-fascist movement. It
appears to represent a new techniqgue in "lett" propaganda and or-
ganization particularly appropriate to the English--and hence,
perhaps, to the Americans.

The first number of the Left Book News appeared in May 19%6. It
was no accident that this co¥incided with the triumph of the Popular
Front in France. 1In his first editorial Victor GCollancz contrasted
the doldrums of the British movement with the inspiration of the
French successes. He stated explicitly the purpose of the Club:
"....out ot the small beginning that we are now making something big
and important will come, if we have suiflclent energy and sufficient
faith.  For what the Beft Book Club is attempting to do is to provide
the indispensable basis of knowledge without which a really effective
United Front of all men and women of good will cannot be built. If
we are to win, we must have, each one of us, not less but mofe know-
ledge than the best informed of our enemies."

French army posters urging citizens to take officer’s training
begin with the words: "IT IS YOUR DUTY AND IT IS TO YOUR ADVANTAGE".
This important lormula is not neglected by the L.B.C. wnltn k&cnot only
an anti-fascist movement but a method of getting good bocks cheaply.
A Tew weeks before the Lett Sooks News sprang full-blown into existence,
Gollancz--alkeady a successiul publisher of books for the intelligentzia--
advertised the scheme for getting bocks at bargain prices. It was
necedgarycsimply to Jjoin the Club, the only obligation being to buy
the monthly "choices" for a minimum six months. The:books were to be
chosen by Proi .M. J. Laski (left-wing Labour), John btfachey communlst)
@nd Collancz. Immediate 101nerq would receive "France Today
Maurice Thorez (5/-) and !Out of the Night: A Biologist’s V1ew of the
Future" by H.J. Muller (4/6), both together tor the modest sum of 2/6.
This sounds familiar enough, and 1ndeed the f'irst issue ot the Newsg
looked rather like the usual publisher!s news letter. There are of
course all sowmts of rumours about the business side of the Club:
that Gollancz is spending his fortune, that the L.B.C. is recouping h&s
other losses for him, that Gollancz is raking in profits all round, etc.
What seems most likely is that the Club breaks approximately even.
At any rate, whatever the status of the businesg gide, the Club im-
mediately became a political movement. The News became less of a
publisher’s sheet and more of a general Lef't News, a name which was
adopted after the first months. It is now a 44 page monthly with
articles, correspondence, reviews, notices, and reprints of important
documents such &8 the new Soviet oonstltutlon. It is distributed free
with the "choice"

With an initial enrollment of 9,000 the Club grew rapidly. By
September it reached almost 20,000 members and accordingly theré was
a 10/6 book for 2/6. Binding nad been changed from paper{@therwise
L.5.C. editions were identicalvwith the regular ones) to limp cloth--
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in a characteristic orange which must have attracted the eye of many

a progspect. It was soon evident that members were not satisfied with
buying and reading books. They wrote in to Gollancz giving listS of
contacts and making innumeraple suggestlons many of which. have pbeen
carried out. Perhaps the most important oif these were thne "Local
Study Circles" of which four were formed in the first month. Gollancz
immediately summed up their signiticance as "..not only for general
study, for discussion ol the chosen took, and for action, but also for
recruiting of new members." The groups, as they were soon called, and
the  club membership grew together. By the end of 1936 there were over
200 groups and a Club membership of 32,000. By the first anniversary
these rigures were 450 and 45,000. Numerous "copy-cat" organizations
sprung up--The Book Club, Right Book Cilub, Liberal Book Club, etc.

In the Evening Standard, Low {(a left-wing cartoonist too good to be fired)
depicted the "Book Club War" with contending armies adyancing,noses
buried in their books, led by Gollancz on the left andalnevitable
Colonel Blimp on the right. During the summer a slump in membership
occured, but upon publication of Edgar Snow’s "Red Star Over China"

it Jumped again to the present 50,000 + and 700 +z€é§ groups. This
means a L.B.C. Group in a good many Newton-le-Willows and Stockton-on-
Tees.

Briefly, the groupiorganization is as follows. In any region
(town or part oi a city) where there is no group, a volunteer convener
writes in to have his name printed in the Newg so that others in his
region may get in touch with him. These conveners are not gilven the
names of L.B.C. members in the region--one indication of the care taken
in preserving autonomy and freedom of members. The convener keeps
in touch with the Club through an organizer who acts purely as a clearing
house. The Club has no line of its own, but is in fact a typical
popular frof} organization--an agency for bringing together different
bdpinions on a common basis rather than one tfor forming a new political
faction. It appears to be true that the actual composition of the
Club entitles it to claim that it is a genuine popular front body.
Quoting from the News of June 1936: "The Left Zook Club includes
men and women of every shade of opinlon: loyal supporters oif the Labour
Party, Communists, members of the I.L.P., Liberals, and people attached
to no political party,..... ....im i1tes ranke are the working clasg--
Wwhich 1%y oficcoursgeytits solid basis-(Actually the proportion: ofworking-
clase membErs.ls-smaller than this-suggestai=-KuMi}--as well as a great
number of middleée-class people in all sorts of callings and professions,
many "intellectusls", and even & member or two of the House of LordsT"
In the groups, these varied elements were and are engaged in "hammering
out a minimum programme upon which all of them can agree". In so far
as agreement has been reached, it has been manifested in numerous ways:
recruiting for the Club through bringing contacts to meetings, distribu-
tion of literature, and sending speakers to other organizations;
sending of resuolutions and lobbying M.P.’sy holding of rallies, con-
ferenceg, and holiday meetings; soclal and sporting eventeg; collecting
money and making clothes for Spain and China; getting letters and news
items in the local press! postersy loan-libraries} itoom=dibeseiesd photo
leagues and cinema showings; and training schoolgs for speakers and dis-
cussion leaders--the list is endless, as you no doubt are beginning to
fear. Most important is the work of the members of the groups in )
activising local Labour Parties and other bodies which have been "hopes

. i
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lessly dead". As a letter ungracefully put it: "The Left Book Club
provides the shot, the local groups fire that shot individually and
collectively in every circle, political and otnerwige, possible."

These varied activitilies led naturally to the formation of special
groups Tor various sorts of people and interests, e.g. Writers and
Lawyers, Accountants (.) and Scientists, Esperantistes and HMusiclans.
There 1isg even-a Corregpondence group for isoluted members. A Left
Book Club Theatre Cuild has over 2CC local groups. It is upon such
& paglis--only partially described--that it is possible to get such
startling results when occasional gtimulation is applied from the center
to what is essentially a spontaneous activity. Anintelligent obserwer

emarked "It 1s only necegsery for Gollancz to mentior in the lNews that
such-and-such a meeting might be a good thing, and the hall is packed."

But what nas happened to the basis ol all this--the n0uthiy book?
Here too, we find great extensions. Members now get® “choiceg" ranging
a8 qlga as 18/6 for the customary 2/6. At similar reductions they
zet an "additlonal" book each month by contracting aheazd, Tnere are
al o} "cuvolemmntafj books to be ordered individually in advance,
a "claesic reprint” series, an "educational" series of, introductory auth-
oritative texts, an "alternative" pook when the cholce is heavy, a
“topical" series gent to contractors upon publication, and a system for
obtaining reduced prices from other publishers. In the reverse direction
it 1% pessible to take "B" membership and receive only every other choice
(at 2/6 however) or "C" membership and take a minimua of four books a
year. Some wag has suggested a "D" smembership in wiich one receives no
books and pays notning whatever. There have been enough lists already
in this letter, but I must gilive two examples of ithe books offered:
The Webbs® "Soviet Communisn", usually Z5/-, L.-.C. 5/- and Brady’s
"Spirit and Structure of CGerman Fascism", usually 10/6, L.BE.C. 2/6 (65¢).

Yhat of thne future? Judsing by the number of suggestions not yet
carried out, there is still room for expansion. OQOutstanding is the
proposal made early in 1927 for a weekly, every fourth issue of which
would correspond with the present ewg. This would not be just another
magazine, since there is nothing in England in the field covered partially
by the American lew lMasses. In addition to doubling the regular member-
ship, Gollancz suggests the establishment of several "satellite" clubs.
The first is to be a "Christian" left ceok club. lost interesting is
one to invade the market hitherto reserved for the "yellow press and
trashy novels'". Such a series would differ from the present intellectual
diet of tinis part of the population by being better written and having
a "left" rather than "right" bias.

Cf course 1in America we have book schemes formally similar to the
L.5.C., but the Club is unicue in multifarious activities integrated = .- =
around the reading of commnon books Whatever the future of the organ-
ization here or abvroad, its exp erlence should be of value to all those
interested 1in teonq1ques of education and propaganda.

Cordial greetL€ s‘to all,
v
P.3.In number 18 par. *, Richerd Acland whs' called a whlp of the Labour
Party Actually, it 1s the Liveral part;--a s1gn1floant fact upon which

I was meditating while absently writing "Labour" o e ek SRR
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London, IEngland
’ February 13, 1973

Dear MNr. Rogers:

Your letterg of Janusry 2¢ and Z1 arrived.
Before receiving Elucher’sg letter, I had planned
the second letter on training of Soviet planners,
which 1s enclosed as number 22. TPerhaps even a third
letter will be necessary to form a factual baelis on
which to digcuseg Blucher’s guestion. However, I
ghall write him directly, answering as best I can.

Rugsian is progressing well as regards reading,
less well in speaking. I now read whole sentences
without looking up & word--ghite a thrill. Later
on, I may be able to improve my speaking by taking
intensive conversational practice witn a tutor,
but at present I am taking four hours a week with
Prof'. Raffi in combined conversation and reading.
Cne o1 the hourg 1s in composition.

Sorry to hear about Habicht. It 1s amazing how
well he has done so far, so perhaps he will be aible
to carry on.

I intend writing you & proper letter apout my
studied without delay. Allthough, there 1s little
to show for my work, I do feel that I am making
headway .

Cordislly,




KM...W3R...22...A-B-C-D Training of Planners in the U.S.8.R.:II.

London, England
February 15, 1938

Dear Mr. Rogers:

The Leningrad Plgnning Institute (described in Ki..WSR..13) ie
one of geven or eight™ now existing. However, these are noit the only
insgtitutions for training people to take poste in the planning agencies
of the U.3.8.8. There are technical schools (teknikumi) and courses
designed to raise the qualifications of workers of every rank There
exist algo cocrespondence courses equ1Vﬁlonﬁ?all the above, the grad-
uates of which "receive a certificate and all rights belonglnp to
the graduates of the eqguivalent stationary institution" Thus the
Personmnel Division oifers appropriate tralnlng to all the planning
and accounting-statistical staft with or without interruption of work,
as well as maintaining institutions and coreespondence courses for
training new leading personnel.,

The curricula are laid down by the Personnel Divigion subject
to the approval of committees acting for the Central Executive
Committee of the U.3.S5.R. Some of these are assembled in & "Collected
Frogram Tor Accounting-Stetistical Disciplines" publisned in 1934,
which, though out of date, indicates:at least the general outlines.
The lover of statistics is immediately enchanted, for in addition to
the deteiled discussions ol purpose and content, the distribution of
the students time is shown to the hour in tables and charts. The
school year i1s divided very much like ours, running from September 1
to June 30 with a short vacation at Christmas. At the end ol each
gemester comes an examination period--an evil which even Socialism
appears unable to avoid. However, the student is not examined in
each subject at the end of every semester. In addition to liberal

allowance for "consultations'" and "practical work" throughout the course,

more than a semegter ig devoted entlrelv to fleld work and another
half semester on writing a tnesis. :

Before dégcribing the content of tne course, it must be said that
little time is spent in studying "planning" in 5enir hs a matter of
fact there exists no textbook on planning as such. rr‘here are of course
numerous books and periodicalg devoted to planning in particular in-
dustries or regions and special problems involved in drawing up, re-
porting on, and carrying out the Plan, but so far those who know most
about the -subject have been too busy to write about 1t apart from the
specliic problems oif the moment. The emphasis 1s on eguiplng the
student with technical abilities. The theoretical basis is in Marxism-
Lenism and Dialectical Materialism. The Young Communist League axdd
the Communist Party offer training and administrative experience--they
must-bettensidered as. an integral part of the educational system as
or everything else in the U.3.3.R.

The first year is spent almost entirely in laying a scientific
basis. In addition to enough mathematice for all future needs (cer-
tainly more than 99% of our social scientlsts ever hear of), we find
courges in physics, chemistry (each daily®), and the "tecrnical min-
imum" This tekminimum is the knowledge considered esgsgential to a
manual worker in a branch of 1ndustrg or agriculture appropriate to
the region. In much shorter courses the student 1s introduced to
political economy, philosophy (dialectical materialism), and economic
history. He begins a three year fOTelgnAFOuTSG. Physical education

\an%u,a. qe
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is compulsory throughout the four years.

Having disposed of the "General Scientific Cycle", the course now
shifts to social economic studies, the most tlme consuming subject
being the general theory ot statistics. Continuing political economy
and philosophy, the prospective planner-accountant-statistician adds
courses in economic doctrine, economic geography, and book-keeping.

In the third year, the student beging speclalization in earnest on
topics in statistics and accounting. He gets a semester of "National
Economic Planning" and a year course entitled "Economics and Planning
of the Branéh! (of productidn or agriculture according to the region).
In the sixth and seventh semester he has his third and last course of
this nature: "The Organization and Planning of Undertakings in the
Particular Branch". During the same period there is a lignht course

in "Economic-Defence Studies", thersole member of the "Cycle of

Wear Training". During these last two years, the student has the
opportunity of choosing among several optional courses: gpecial work
in statistics, theory of probability, mathemétics, world economy, €co-
nomic law, census taking, accounting, and norm-making (teknormirovanye) .
All students study "Lenism'"--the culmination of the taeoretical social
sciénce trainings . :

After spending the last ten Week.s2 of the sixtn semester working
in business establishments, the students return to further intense
specialization in the seventh semester. In addition to further work
in accounting (e.g. "Theory of Soviet Bookkeeping-Accounting'") and
statistics, we find "Analysie ot Balances", "Ana¥ysis of National-
Economic Balances and Synthetic Questions of Accounting and Statistics",
and "Mechanization ot Accounting'. The eighth and last semester is i
divided between work in government departments and organs of the Gosplan,
and the writing of a thesis (diplomaya rabotaya).

Cordial Greetings to all,

K.M.v;%é/

For this fact I am indebted to Jacob Miller.

2. Since thne plan is given in total numper of school hours per semester,
description in terms of cocurses is somewhat misleading. An added
‘complication is the fact that the Soviet week consists of six days
five ofwwhich are working days. There are thus five weeks in the’
month. Courses vary from one hour per week to eight hours (math-
ematics in the $Seécond: semester), but most of them lie between two
and five hours, e.g. foreign language, three; dialectical materialism,
4, pnysice or chemistry, 5. A simple calculation from the total
number of hours planned per semester indicates that the student
spends 8ix hours per day, five daye out of six in classes, dis-
cussion seminars, laboratory work, and physical education. P




19 dordon Jtreet
Xm(}n{if}ﬂ’ Halula
Fouruary &, 1924

laer re wlucher:

1t was very g&aasﬁnt to get you nuestlon about oy letters of
fecember 10 and 1, and 1t would be & etill greater plossure to be
sble to give u &atiafaatwrv snawer. Diaoretlion dictetes a simple
"1 don*t know", sinoce shot is required is a detailed description of
yl@nﬁzn: &ctlvitv nlonpalde that of the system of tralning. The
completion of thesc tm@ka, to say sothing of petting fhe khowledge
organized on paper, ls stiil well in the fubure. ‘ﬂavarth&laaﬁg it
1a temobing nﬁ enlorye & 1ittle on the letter definling ﬁlunmin ‘
{(Decs 10}, Uith this and & second letter on the trolning of
plungerﬁ {Februny 'y 15) a8 bases, it muy be poecsible to aay one or
two things

‘ Tah;aﬁ ahv ?&iﬂatiﬁ“ of pla iﬂ aw “i?@ﬂ in italics on Tea. 15
we might call the plannling done 3& the U .d. goginlist soviet
national plenning. ° socialist’, because iu 15 the planning of an
goonony In which anll ymoﬁuouiw pocls are public rapbrtywﬁwr ot
leust suwject to control., .aviet”, beeauaa of th& existerce of
& single highly disclipliined ,mznj forming the hackboue of aovist
democerasy as outlined in the lew ﬂﬂ@itut*au. "ational’, because
the planning ineludes all Lﬂa ae*iv?ty ef the country but is limited
to "woclslliswm o oneusountry’. m the planning point of view, the
laportant point le shst tne yavernm@ﬁt ie in a positlon to centrol
all productive activity In the widest sense.  Lutslde 1te control
lle only irdividual actions ‘whlaeh for groups of people can be
gtatletically larpely controlldl or predicted), natursl shenomens
{largely predictable stotistically), uni forelign factors (more
un»arﬁ&iw/. in tmrws of the d@f&nitidn of plonning in reneral of
Secomber 1P, tne "messuraule quantitien” are those (lurgely indices)
tndioating amcunte and dletribution in tine sni s mee of sapital
ard gonsumption rouvds and servicos, money, wanek, priges, EQledﬁidl,
gongunptive demand, obo. 24o. ‘ﬂt all of these are Indepondact ol
courss,  The “advange doclelvne” are made by o complieated process
of gonsultatlon between proupe and individuals, almost overy indle |
vhdusl ond groupchavineg some purdt bo play. Those declslons are made
on the Lasies of the currant sltustlon and spre eonstantly changed.
"rontrolling the eet” 18 accompllishe? by orlers, ususlly in the form
of @uataa, a8 Lo the values of varlous &Rﬁﬁ@iﬁ’ﬂﬁa It geomg bLhat
more than the mininun nuover of mu&rtl&i@m are directly controllel
(%ﬁﬁ valuse af'tw& dependani mu&ntitiﬁn are both setiled by order),
1t beln insurcd throush previous {and constantliy pﬂdﬂkiﬂﬁb galoule
ationg tnat "palence” will be malntoined, »

Cin bne way set oul vaguely above, the tovielbe siltempt to gone
trol the life of the country 8o as Lo aa@aagilaa certaln ends. Tho
broad mgjautive of wivanein: th?ﬂuﬁﬁ sosiaiisn o conmunien S8 anw
,?eﬁ el in aonetantly chancinge ob’edtives for smuller and smaller
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poericds of tiwe, Dimilarly, the national plane for each time period
ars expressced in smaller and more detslled plune for each reglonal
and tndustrial {in o wide senee) subdivision of the counbrye-reschw
ine finally the villuve soviet and the sowll shop. Thus we have

a waole gerles of plans for Alfferent leapths of time, for each
divislon of Industry, @i for oach . overnmental subdivieglon. Haoh
plon muel be interrated in the combalning plan in time and in the
horizontal f{egenomic adminietrative) and vertiosl {governmental
peglonal) structures. A1l plane must be reported on and changes
intreduced po 4p Lo pregerve ooulliceius. The funotion of the
planning porsonrel, whicn exlsts at each level and nt eagh point
in the vertical and horizonitsl stracture, o to re;ort on Lhe Qarpye
Ing out of ithe plans, dras up poesiole plans and otherwlse supply
advice to sdminletrative and leplslative orgoans {(thouph ihese two
are usually merged in the Coviel Unlon), and make the negessary
modifieations Lo ensure "Lalance” s Though most of the woprk eecns
Lo Le technleal and advisory, deelsions belny actually carried out
by the administrative organe, at eash stare the sianning pePeonnel
takes an ioportant pat in polioy formution--Linal power iying of
gourse in the hlersrehy of leglelative-ainministrative individuals
and bodies. \

.‘

deferring now to tne queatlon ss Lo ggobher tno type of tralne

ing descerived in my letber on the Inabitute (Pecl.lO){end continued
in the lebter of FebL.lb) gouips the etulent to do the kind of
piagning defined in bthe lelter of ‘ea. 17 (anl enlurged upon here),
L think the asbove indicates rowghly the gord of work reculred of &
phanner in the U.b.040  Clearly thile%plaming” includes nost of
what we would eall sccounting, statietieal reportsve, or ressarth,
-bhinges whioh lie outblde my definition of plannin: in general,
though they are of gourse ssgeentisl to plenninge  The tralning of
Cthe glerieal wnd seni-clroriesl aceounting-statisticsl vereonnsl

does .net coneern us here, Lubt rather the appropriatences of the
training offered by the Institubes for preparing planning personnel
for leadlng pogltlions reculring highly complicated anslytic and
aynthetic judgenente, c.g. ab o glven polnt in the sirocturs, in-
tegrating the plans of subdivisions into o whole which will in turn
it into tho plan of a olrger unit. The top men in Cosplen have

o make such declsions for the entlre nptlonsl economy. In order

o svaluate the traliring systen for such jobs, we would huve to take
into conslderation not on'y bthe echool tralning bub «lso the study
arel experience after enterling service., iver s, final Judrement
mint Do roserved until enoush time hes elapsod for some of the prade
ualaes of theso Inptitutes to work up fron subovdinate positionz, ob
sresent the leadine posts are hold by adminigirators of wide and
yarying exnerionces any of then have beeon taken from bLbusliness or
governnent poete, piven a special course at an Institute in Yooocow
for thls purpose, and introdused inty leading posts in the planning
organl zation. '

%ith best wishee and greetings % all st 750,
: - ¥

Yenneth May



KM...WSR...23.

London, England
Febraary 24, 1938

Dear Mr. Rogers:

To write about "studies" at this juncture is not very easy,
because they donsist largely in looking up words in a Russian-English
dictionary. Mr. Raffi, with whom I am taking one hour of reading,
two of conversation-reading, and one of composition turns out to be
a very good teacher and a pleasant personality. Incidently, among
the motley group studying Russian is the (a?) daughter of Madariaga.
Most of my work on Russian is done outslde class. As a rule, I
spend the morning on it--first the interesting little reading on
the back of the day’s leaf of my Russian desk calendar and then some
interesting book. I have just finished "The Plan and Our Problem8"
by Molotov and am beginning "Politgramota" ("ABC of Politics" would
be a loose translation). During the last month my reading spe€d has
more than doubled.

Referring to my letter of last October 5, I see that the above
explains how the first objective is being approached. Not so much
has been done in statisties. At L.S.E. it wag suggested that, instead
of taking lectures, I get acquainted with statistical sources and
methods. Accordingly I am browsing in the Statistical Library. The
first book I read was Secrist’s "Introduction to Statistical Method".
Now I am using Bowley’s "Elements" for a general review.

Next to Russian &n time consumed, and overlapping it to some
extent, comes reading in "the field of general planning and Marxism".
I am usually in the process of reading one book from each of the foll-
owing: Economics, Marxism, Russia (e.g.Pares "My Russian Memoirs"),
England (e.g. Carr-Saunders "Social Structure of England and Wales"),
and Planning (largely in connection with the 5.U. by means of the
books collected there). Sampling of periodicals and careful reading
of the Times and the Daily Worker (and as my Russian gets better, also
Pravda) I consider part of the daily routine. In connection with
Planning I am attending Turinlis lectures on the U.S.S.R. Unfortunately,
they are poor--particularly in his handlyng of statistics. Schwartz’s
course on Joint Stock Company Legislation is very interesting. The
fact that Allen (Mathematical Economics) and Lerner have gone to
America leaves this as the only course at the L.5.E. which I attend
regularly until next semester, when there will be several more.

The above should serve as a rack upon which to peg some future

letters.
Cordial gre@ﬁ%§§a

L4
F.3.Baster’s book and the requested mMagazine are on their way. I have
reached Mres. Crane and look forward to seeing her again. Miller tells
me that Habicht has had a bad fever, but otherwise things are looking
up. The answer to Blucher’s letter is entlosed. Today Howard and I
had lunch with Bernal (Crystallography and Science-and-Society). Thru
muteal friends I had seen him several times before and developed a
very high oplilnion of him. Taking everything into consideration, he
seems to be one of the minds now roaming the tortured earth.
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// London, England
Mareh 3, 1938

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Lagst week end was spent in Oxford, finally
looking up some of the people to whom I had intpo-
ductions. Chats with Montagu Harris (Lecturer in
Public Administration at Oxford) and John Cripps
(son of 8ir Stafford and working in the Institute
of Agricultural Research) were interesting, but
Jakob Marschak (head of the Institute of Statisties),
to whom Professor Evans had written on my behalf, was
a real find. Russian by birth, and various other
nationalities by adoption, he was interesting to
talk to quite outside statistics=--though there too
he made helpful suggestions. The Institute seems to
be concentrating on three thingse; mobility and train-
ing oif labour, public works in relation to unemploy-
ment, and monetary and investment factors in the trade
cycle (under the catch word, "liguidity preference".).
Marschak introduced me to the researchers 1in these
fields and they were generous in taking time to explain
what they were doing. He introduced me also to & man
named Hall at Trinity, who has written a book on Soviet
planning. A. J. Brown, the "liquidity preference" man,
invited me to lunch at All Souls, which as you know is
a very blg college with no undergraduates and almost no
faeculty--Jjust a half dozen fellows most of the time.
‘It seems to be somewhat like the Junior Prize Fellowship
business at Harvard.

Tuesday night I arrived back in London to find that
your telegram had arrived just after I left on Saturday--
next time I sghall leave a forwarding address. "WOULD YOU
LIKE LETTER REGARDING BOOK CLUES PUBLISHED=ROGERS". I
answered by night letter, "GLAD SEE PUBLISHED WHATEVER
CONSIDERED WORTH IT STOP COULD REVISE TWENTY ONE OTHERWISE
ASSUME YOUR EDITING ACCORDING HOW PUBLISHED GREETINGS=MAY"
As a matter of fact, I should be gdad to see some of my
efforts in print so as to know how they appear in that form.
However, of all the letters so far, 21 was the most hastily
written.

Enclosed is the report on expenditures for the period
Nov. 22 to Feb. 28. Allthough living expenses are high
(very high) in London, I expect to spend a more reasonable
amount on food during the next months.

By the way, in a recent letter you said that you would
be along late in the spring. Am I correct in thinking this
to mean the end of May? Dad is coming about that time.

The next term in London does not finish until the end of

June.
Cordiall '
¥ Kedﬁgqé?
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London, England
March 9, 1938

Dear Mr. Rogers:

When an orthodox economist writes anbook called "Capitalism
versus Socialism" with the latter coming out on top--that’s news.
When this economist is A. C. Pigou, leading British econonist and
attacked by Keynes as the standard bearer of the "classicists", then
perhaps we may be permitted to wonder what the world is coming to.
Appearing simultaneously with Barbara Wooton’s "Bament for Economics
and not long after Keynes’s "General Theory" which repudiated "classical"
ideas and favored what might be called controlled capitalism, Pigou’s
little book raises a host ‘of questions of fundamental importance in
the economics of capitalism, socialism, and transition. Quite outside
its topical interest, it is one of those books which must be checked
through in future by some one writing seriously in this field.

The author limits himself to what he considers the business and
competence of taeAconomlst--“to set out in an orderly way the dominant
considerations, in so far as they are economic, which are relevant to
the argument." This limitation should be kept in mind, for Pigou’s
general coneclusions are based partly on non-econonic iactors. It is
évident that the Webb’s "Soviet Communism" has had a good deal of in-
fluence. The U.S.S.R. is taken as the sgoclalist state, England as the
capitalist one. Clearly the impetus for the book comes from the exis--
tence of soclalism in a predominantly capitalism world. References to
current facts are refreshingly frequent, although the author does not
abandon hypothetical, abstract methods.

Capitalism is defined as follows: "A capitalist industry is one
in which the material instruments of production are owned or hired by
private persons and are operated at thelr orders with a view to selling
at a profit the goods or services that they help produce. A capitalist
economy, or capitalist system, is one the main p art of whose productive
resources is engaged in capitalist industries." The corresponding
definigtion of socialism runs: "A socialized industry is one in which
the material instruments of production are owned by a public authority
or voluntary assocclation: and operated, not with a view of profit by
sale to other people, but for theddirect service of those whom the auth-
ority or association represents. «A socialized system is one the main
part of whose productive resources are engaged in socialized industries."
Héwever, he adds that central planning for the common good "is now
generally held to be among the essentlal features of socialism." The
author then proceeds to compare the two systems relative to Distribution
of Wealth and Income, Allocation of Production Resgurces, Unemplgyment,
Profit and Technical Efficiency, and the Problem oflIncentive. On
the second and fourth counts it is a draw. The other decisions go to
Socialism, However, "this by no means settles the issue. For the
problem of organization is extremely formidable." This brings him to
the most important part of the book for some one interested in planning.
Without mentioning the considerable literature concerning the alleged
impossibility of planning, Pigou comes out in direct opposition to the
views of von Mises, von Hayek, and followers. He concludes that the
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thing can be done "in principle", that the difficulties are not
theoretical, but practical. At the same time, he underlines the
"appalling" practical difficulties, which would make "complete

success altogether out of the gquestion.” As regards the problem of
investment, approached from the point of view of the place of interest,
the conclusion is that "..there is certainly no ground for asserting

a priori that in this field socialist central planning will produce
situations less favourable toc general well-being than capitalism

would do."

In the final chapter, the author takes a deep breath and unwilling-
ly walks the plank of decision. Although "the considerations set
out in the foregoing chapters are inadequate to determine our practical
cholce between caplitalism and socialist central planning. .... Never-
theless, having equipped ourselves with the relevant knowledge, we must
use: these imperfect data as best we may, and take the plunge, and
judge. His Jjudgement 1s that socialism is desirable and should be
reached by graduslrmodification of the capitalist system through
democratic means. First steps would be nationalization of banking
and key industries, increased social services, and heavier taxation on
income and inheritance. Though very interesting as the confession
of a classical economist gone Fabian socialist, this does not have
the scientific lmportance of the body of the book since he does not
g0 into the sociological and political factors involved in the problem
of transition.

The importance of the book lies in that it gives a popular demon-
gtration from an orthodox point of view (non-Marxian would be putting
it too mildly) that on economic grounds socialism is preferable to
capitalism. It is amusing to noﬂfthat socialism wins apparently be-

~cause it appears that the advantages of free competition (the classic
ideal) are more likely to be realized under socialism than under
capitalism itself/ It would be rather a jolt after all these years
to find that the beautiful theoretical structure of free competition
theory is more relevant to a collectivist than a capitalist economy/
This and many major and minor points in the book are open to dispute
and certainly developement, but in any case Pigou has clarified the
economic issues involved in the central question of the day--the con-
trol and ownership of the means of production--, and advecates of the
economic superiority of capitalism must refute his arguments or retire
from the field. It is more likely that they will do neither.

Cordial greetings to all,
K.M.

P.S. Received Brodie’s letter of the 1lst. and enclosure.



Houstony Texas
March 19, 1938

Dear Kenneth:

Your letter of March 3rd has Jjust caught up with me here, I

am glad to know that you are finding interesting people. They
supplement books and one's own thoughts. You and Howard

might well consull on finances, if you are not recelving adeguate
amounts 1 should like to know the facts promptly.

In Berkeley I had several pleasant talks with your father and
he went out of his way teo be helpful., From Berkeley I went
to Los Angeles and from therc to Palm Springs. Mr. and lrs.
Crane are fairly well. He, despite the fact that he will be
eighty this year, is planning a trip toc Egypt.

There will be a semi-annnal meeting of the trustees of the
Institute on April 28; I should like to recelve before that

date a fairly full statemezt in regard to your present activities.
Please tell Howard that I waht one from him also.

I am continuing my quest for talent., While I have no one
definitely in mind at the moment, I am confiident that in due time
I can find a couple of promising young men who will prove %o be
acceptable colleagues to you and Howard,

1 now.expect to be in London early in May.

Cordial greetings.
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Arosa, Switzerland
March 26, 1938

Dear Mr. Rogers:

The universities are now deserted for the "Easter Vac", Sherry
parties give way to reading parties--the traditiomal way of getting
done the work which was neglected during term by going off with a
trunk of books to some quite spot in the eountry. However, for an
American a vacation is a holiday, and #lithis case an opportunity to
get away from Lomdon's damp sootiness. So here we are in a little
chalet at the top of the open wvalley., @nly occasional clouds block
the spring sum which is doing its best to melt the snow and to keep
me warm as I write this on the porch of the woodshed.

"Chalet" ssuggests the primitive hut, but this is not that sort.
Small it is--about the size of a little suburban home--and finished on
the outside in rough timbers with cheerful blue shutters, The fur-
niture is rather quaint and correspondingly weak--as I found to my
cost when I leened back to hard in one of the chairs., Each moraning
we are wakened by the sound of a little organ with which the hausfrau
accompanies herself in religious song., There is even an old wall clock
whieh ticks away alliday without movimg its hands from whatever hour
{or "impossible" position] at which we have placed them. But then
one notices that the ceiling is held up by a steel girder, Central
heating, an electriec range, instantaneous hot water, and the sight of
the housekeeper cleaning with a very chic vecuum cleansr remind ome that
modernity EXHXXRL has penetrated to little houses beyond the reach
of the automobile,

Perhaps a few scraps of gossip about the situation in Europe may
be in order, possibly interesting in comnection with Buropeen news in
American papers, which inciden@ky on the whole are probably more infor-
mative on this matter than the English. The latter while quite "free"
°~ﬁés always in "good taste" (I am speaking of respectable papers) and often
agree in a gentlemanly way not to print anything which it is suggested
is not in the natiomal interest,

The series of crises to which Europe has been subjected and the
constant underlying danger of war consitute a heavy emotional strain om
people here, Of course, most people get used to it and become excited
only by the most ppectacular events, The implicit question in discussion
is "When and how will war break out?". The fact that no one can lnow
the answer does not prevent people having feelings about it, Sometimes
they decide the question merely to have something to hold om to. Alkthough
the conservative press (or rather all but the most radical) assures that
there is no danger of war--one paper said for 25 years--and although the
left hopes to bring about an overpowering peace movement and alliance of
the democratic powers which might reverse the trend, every day that passes
sees war preparations more advanced and accelerated, It is no joke to
key up a national economy to war preparatioms and to bring into play the
appropriate propaganda measures. To stop war preparations--particularly
in Germany and Itely, but also in Englend--would have the most serious in-
ternal effects, Nevertheless, what will happen is no foregone comclusion,
and in the manoceuvering among various groups within and between states:
what the British govermment does has pivotal importance,
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The recent crisis in Austria has been used by the National Government and
its supporters as an argument for isolation and further rearmament, though the
same events have been pointed out by the opposition as finally discrediting
Chamberlain's policy and showing that collective security is the only road to
peace, One illustration of the type of propoganda current: On Sunday before
last, a very large demonstration was held in Trafalfar Square by the International
Peace Campaign and various other liberal and pacifist groups. The meeting was
violently enti-Government, for collective security, against cooperation with the
faseist dictators. It was followed by an attempt to marech to the German embassy
which was skillfully end almost peacefully deflected by the "bobbies". A few
nights later I saw a newsreel {British Gaumont] of Hitler's march into Austria
followed by what was called "and Britain's Answer", This began with a flash of
Chamberlain and another of the demonstration. The running commentary was to the
effect that the Prime Minister's statement and the demonstration show the united
determinition of the british people to spsad up rearmsment snd defend herself.
Then followed pictures of armament production and the fighting forces with comment
of a jingo type and the playing of "Britannia rules the waves.."

Not a feW'beugﬂye that the conservatives are thoroughly sympathetic with Hitler,
Mossolini, and Erenco and only wish that they would do things in a little more subtle
way. This combined with their dislike of popular front governments is suggested
as an important factor imn a policy which to some seems suicidal, Going a step
further, some people find British policy understandable as the defense not of the
British people, but of British business interests whether threatened by foreign
competition or popular movements at home, They suggest that this policy is made and
carried out largely by permanent officials, who while supposedly non-political are
by training and careful choice the faithful, honest, and capable servants of the
British upper classes, While some bemoan FEngland's return to power polities, others
point out that she never abandoned them, that since the war she has been strengthening
Germany in order to weaken France, They go on to say that the present state of
affairs is due to her being too slow to realize that the tables are turned and that
it is now France®s turn to be strengbhened in order to msintain "balence',

Although there is much resentment against the government, and certainly the
people do not share the pro-faseist semtiments of many conservatives, it seems likely
that a change, if it comes, will arise from a split within the Gomsefvative Party
itself, The Eden affair was only a reflection of conflicts which have been kept
from brealking out into open revolt only with the greatest difficulty. The conservative
opponents of Chamberlain's polity do not disagree on the fundamental goal of
defending British imperial business interests, nor are they anmy more soliticitous
for democratic movements at home or abroad, but they think that Chamberlain has gone
too far in giving way to the dictators and in particular by allowing the fascists to
seize Spain., The trade union leadership and for the most part the Labour Party is
so dominated ideologically by the more conservative parties and so desparately afraid
of militancy that there is little likelihood of the potentially overpowering forces
of Labour being utilized in any decisive way in the near future. There are the
beginnings of a movement which might bring this about, but at present Labour only
tries to take advantage of the situation to get minor concessions of policy.

For the present it looks as though there would be a period o{-consolidation
before Hitler or Mussolini make another move--with the exception of Spain which must
be considered as a move upon which they are exerting great enmergy. To continue to
carry out "Mein Kempf" according to schedule means an eventual major collision,
Feelingtthat time works against him, Hitler may decide to start a Bbig push" this
summer, or he may try for further small gains by peaceful blackmail., What will
happen depends upon the information reaching the various general staffs and govern-
ments concerning the equipment and moral of the variious parties. Since some of
this may be misinformation, it is diffiocult to predict even if in posession of what
one considers the correct informstion.

Beginning April 6, I shall be carrying on at a new address: Apt. 286, Russell
Court, Woburn Place, London, W.C.l.
Cordial Greetings to all,

K.M,.
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Flat 286, Russell Court
Woburn Place, London W.C.l.
April 20, 1938

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Since March 9 my letters have been almost lacking. Dashing
off on a vacation and then getting settled here on returning
made any letters I might have written seem:cpointless. However,
now that I am back at work I shall take up the thread again.

Your letter of March 19 from Houston was waiting for me when
I arrived back here April 7. A piece or two of bad luck, getting
settled in my new guarters, and getting back to work have peen
my only &ccomplishments in that time. The new term begins in a week,
but before that time I plan to go to Oxford (whose term begins on
the 22nd) and try to look up the people on the list which Brody sent.
During vacations one can get little done here in the way of seeing
people, except by chance. Hence I have been using the time to get
as much reading done as possible.

Before leaving for Arosa, Howard and I had lunch with Mrs. Crane
and her son. It was very pleasant to renew the acguaintances.

About finances, the monthly check of $200 is sufficient, but
when I have paid my fees for the coming term I shall have no reserve
fund. It might be well to have an extra $100 to keep on hand so as
never to be toco near rock bottom.

It is good to hear that Mrs.Crane is still going strong enough
to plan a trip to Egypt.

You requested arreport of my present activities. The following
is intended to fill the need. It should be taken in conjunction with
KM..WSR..2 (outline for the year) and KM..WSR..23 (description of
my work during the last semester) : o

In general I am continuing my studies by méans of my own reading
supplemented by contacts with appropriate people here and by & few
lectures.

In Russian I am almost to the goal outlined at the beginning of
the year--to finish the spade work. During the two weeks in Arosa,
in non-skiing time, I read over 300 pages of politico-economic Russian.
Since returning I have been working on "Statistika", the standard
text on the subject, and plan to finish it in the next few weeks.
I am continuing my reading of the dally page of the Russian desk
calendar and plan to read a few of Checkov?’s short stories each week.
In addition to this, I shall go on with courses in translation and
conversation at the School of Slavonic Studies.

In Ssatistics, during the last term I 4ld not do as much as
I had planned. Now, however, I am working with Bowley’s text and the
above Rusgsian one as well as books on labour statistics etc. I plan
to spend considerable time in the L.S.E. library and shall consult
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Fisher, Pearson, and others in the field. I shall probably attend
one or two lectures at University College. Studying the Russian
and non-Russian texts together is already proving very interesting.

In the field of General Planning and Marxism my work will be
oriented around three centers. First, courses at the L.S.E.:
"problems of a Collectivist Economy" (Hayek), "Economic Planning in :
Theory and Practice" (Durbin), "Contemporary British Economic Problems",
(Gregory, Plant, Robbins), and "Administrative Law with special
reference to:rPublic Utilities and Industry" (Robson). Second, the
reading of "Capital”. And third, periodical material such as that
of P.E.P. (Political and Economic Planning).

Outside of the above work in London, I plan to take several
trips to Oxford and Cambridge, meeting new people andifollowing up
previous contacts. I hope also to find time to take a trip to
Wales. I am continuing explorations of London--afoot, by bus, and
gseated in theater or restaurant.

With cordial greetings and best wishes to the trustees,

Ken h May

P.S. The next ("Summer") term begins about April 28 and end June 28.
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London, England
June 8, 1938

Dear Mr. Rogers:

They certainly keep their horses well here., The other day there
was held the annual parade of cart hormses.near Regent’s Park. This
wae no show of curiosities; the horse isstill giving the gasoline
engine a good run for its money. -As a matter of fact, for short hauls
and work involving frequent stops the horse is much cheaper than the
truck, even when we add the 10 shillings a week to the boy who sits on
the back of the wagon to see that nothing falls off. Each Whitsun the
companies repaint and decorate some of their waXgons, choose the best
horses, pairs, or teams, and deck them with gally coloured ribbons and .
the prizes of previous years. The parade makes a good outing for some
of the drivers and their families, who take the place of the usual load
of ceal, beer, or what not.

Even in a fine new harness gally decorated with flowers and mee. -
dalliens, and well satisfied with his lunch from a fineﬁiew feed bag,
the horse looks little better than during the week when he pulls his
load with equal pride and vigour. Standing at one of the bridge—heads on
the Thames, the horse lover could see a splendid parade any day in the
week., Past him would flow an endless stream of these stalwarts hauling
the goods of the Empire. But if the lover of horses would thrill at this
display, a lover of men would be shocked at the contrast between horse .=
and driver. It apparently does not pay to keep the latter in as good
condition as the former. Even at Whitsun when he and his family dress in
their best and picnic on the wagon waiting for the parade to bfgin, one
cannot help but notice the difference. Of course it takes more than a
sub-standard diet and ppor living conditions to rob these Britishers of
thelr traditlional intelligence, fortitude and good humour, but one seesg
no prize specimens among them.

Recently public attention has been focused on the ill health of the
people of England. The governmeht has entered the field with a "keep
fit" campalgn. Everywhere one sees posters pointing out thet "Fitness
Wins". Well drawn blue and white posters urge the advantages of drinking
milk, and throughout the country "milk bars" have sprung up. A large per-
centage of all advertising uses the theme. particularly for alcoholic
drinks. Other measures for a "fitter Britain" include increased smupplies
of free milk to sbhool children and the organizing of classes for "phys-
ical jerks". Just how much can be done for the driver of a coal wagon by
these means is open to question. The 30 shilling a week waltress is
hardly likely to jump at the opportunity to do physical Jerks in the
evening. Nor is the hard pressed house wife likely to divert money



KM..WSR..29 -2

from the almost exclusively starchy diet to vitimin containing foods,
whieh, however healthz,will leave her children complaining of hunger.
Nuch of the present activity seems of the "bootstrap aviaation" variety,
since an appreciable increase in fitness requires an increase in the
standard of living noet only through increased real money income but
through better soclal services and facilities for recreation. However,
this solution is not"practical" at present, what with the armaments
race and gloomy business predictions. How can you raise the standard
of living of a country when you have unsold goods piling up in the
warehouses and almost two million workers anxious but unable to work
to produce even more? :

Cordial greetings,

V4
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London, England
July 11, 1938

Dear Mr. Rogers:

"A good meeting", someone remarked the next day., "The first time we've had
a hearing for some time," Perhaps the Unionists had a right to be pleased, but
even in Barnsley--a solid mining town--one would hardly expect a by-election m
meeting such as the unfortunate National-Liberal candidate had to address that
nigh‘b. 7

Interrupting a series of reverses for the "National" Government, the last
two by-elections had gone heavily against Lebour and Liberals, Everyone knew
Barnsley was a safe Labour seat--especially with a local check-weighman running
against a London business man., Still in the debacle of 1931, a National candi=-
date had won, and at least a smaller majority for Labour would show doubters
that the Government did have the support of all but the incorrigible, So'the
Telegraph noted "quiet optimism" in Conservative ranks, snd "fears" in those of
the opposition. The truth was that both sides were handicapped by the universal
local assumption that Labour would win anyway. Any one who attended the National-
Liberal candidate's last big meeting might have guessed that Labour's majority
would be increased as it was, '

Imagine a dingy theater-like hall packed to overflowing, mostly miners with
typical kerchief around the neck, but a sprinkling of shopkeepers, and a few sub-
stantial citizens, This is a meeting for the National-Liberal candidate and one
would expect his supporters to be there, (The uninformed lump National-Labour,
National=Liberal, National-Conservative, Unionist, and Conservative together and
occasionally a tired speasker from Conservative headquarters fails to meke the
nice distinction,) It is true that the entire audience awaits his arrival impe-
tiently, but by far the greater number pess the time in heckling the speakers
who are filling in while tha%andidate completes engagements in other parts of
the constituency. And such hecklinge-sarcastic, ridiculing, angry, and prankish
by turns but always quick, keen, and telling. Occesionally the entire crowd boos
or laughs, but mostly it is a quick succession of individual thrusts from all
over the audience without any star performers, They are bent not on breaking up
the meeting, but on amusing themselves by discomfiting and discrediting Labour's
opponents, This is their m.ght. Tomorrow they will troop into the hall to listen
undemonstratively to Labour's speakers,

Finally the candidate arrives and seats himself, emid mingled boos gnd
clapping. The crowd is a bit hoarse by this time, and he is allowed to finish
each sentence before being interrupted, It tekes a superb temper and wit to
speak against constant and scattered heckling, but the candidate and his colleagues
stick to it with only occasional falterings, They cast about for every conceivable
argument for the National Government, or sudden thrust to disconcert their baiters,
Not once do they succeed even for a second, From somewhere in the audience and
often in immediate unison comes an answer, Talk of the Empire as a great brother-
hood brings immediate shouts "How about Jemaica?" Derisive attacks on the poor
quality of the Labour leaders—-loud laughter, boos, and shouts of "Go back to
London", The old standby: anti-labour party quotations from former Lebourites
now with the National government--shouts of "traitor" and boos, A quotation from
a socialist saying that he didn't care who won a war between England and Germany
and the question "Is that right?"--"Ye-e-es"., "Would arm sent out to Spain and
China help us?"=~Loud "gfeﬁe-eg",'\'{z"nison. Protestations from one speaker that he

e son of a worker -5¥e stout clapping from the well-dressed first rows,
and loud laughter from the rest, Terrific cheers for Eden when a questioner asks



KMo JWSR. 250 -2- /7

why he was "sacked", "We are for peace"-~"What are you arming for then?"
"Things have improved during the last years"-~"How about the means test?"*

Of course neither the platform nor the audience was consistent logically
or consistently logical. The former were thrusting at the &€onfidence of Barnsley
in Labour, arguing for the National Government policy of "appeasement" abroad
and "economic" social betterment at home, The latter were demonstrating their
hatred of the National Government, their dissatisfaction with their lives, their
sympathy with the people of Spain and China, and their almost blind faith in the
Labour lesdership, When we remember the number of failures and setbacks in re-
cent years—-the General Strike of 1926 and the debacle of 1931, and the lack of
vigour and clarity of the present leadership=~the enthusiasm and wit of these
sturdy Yorkshiremen is an amazing demonstration of dogged staeying power which
may yet surprise those who see England on the down grade as a world power,

A peppery old gentlemen in the first row balcony--among the smell minority
who clapped at the right times-~turns to a group of enthusiastic hecklers and
says "A fine group of men, all you need is good leaders," They laugh derisively,
A miner diverts his attention from the platform long enough to wave his red ker-
chief under the old man's nose., A shop girl directly behind him tells him to shut
up. But a Yorkshire gentleman is as stubborn as a miner, and he keeps up his
dignified "hear hear" accompanied by pounding with his cane., With mixed possessive
pride and anger he says again "A fine group of men,"

Cordial gpsetings,
Kepgdyd ey
/

* The means test reduces unemployed pay according to the amount of money coming
in to the family~-leading, among other things, to the breaking up of families,:
The term is a symbol for the grievences of* those on relief,
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London, England
July 12, 1938

Dear Mr. Rogers:
 The enclosed letter is one of several which should
have been written and send off long ago. Two months of

dashing about for the Ambassador, seeing Dad, and thinking
over plans for next year have led to my neglecting things

badly. *&,Q&J} 2

By tomorrow I shall have a letter in the mailsjtelling
you my plans for theingxbtrweeks and suggested plans for the

eonming year.
Please pass on my greetings to all.

R

PiS.: Could ycuxﬁﬁve numbers 18 and 21 (Left'ﬁook Club) sent to
John Strachey, 112 Regent’s Park Road, London, N.W.1l%

Also I snould like John Strachey (address as above) and
J.G. Crowther, 23 Russell Square added to 1list D. ‘

The following new addresses 1ndicata nhecessary correctionS'
v Bocqueraz (C) : Guaranty Trust Co., Place de 1la Concorde, Paris
+Bishop (B) : 119 Grace ave, Great Neck, New York

: % Department of Mathematics, University of California,

t-Bresch (A)
Berkeley, California.
= Galbraithe (D) : % Department of Economics, Harvard University
» May, R (A) : XRXX%HE 721 B. Coventry rd, Berkeley, California.
w Miller, Jacob (A) : 52 Beundary rd (from 43 Boundary rd), London NW8.

« Raymond (B) : 860 Park Ave, Ney York City.
& Wilson (B) : 464 Spruce St., Berkeley, California
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London, England
July 12, 1938

Dear Mr, Rogers:

The weeks after our last meeting I spent on the Ambassador's project--a
most interesting, but tiring task, Just before he returned to America I pre=-
sented my first report. He urged that I keep on with the same sort of obser-
vations for another month, I agreed, but found that I had to take time off to
keep my own affairs in order. During the last weeks I have taken a good rest
and thoroughly thought out end talked over plans for next year,

The most important thing which emerges is that next year must be one of
concentration for me, as opposed to this last year of extemsive dabbling, I
consider the latter valuable, but now it is time to choose one project and
carry it through--whether it be some definite task in Russian or planning, the
continuance of my mathematical training in some specific way, or some definite
work for the Ambassador., Furthermore, this work should be so organized that
I know what I am accomplishing snd why, and have some idea of where it is lead~
ing. BSecondly, spending the year in America does not seem so important, al-
though there is no objection if that seems the best thing. The fact of definite-
ness, not the locele, is the important thing., The third thing is that though
I do not expect to spend my life in pure mathematics, I can still afford to do
more work in mathematics end must do so if I am to take my Ph,D. through the
University of California-—certainly the easiest and quickest way.

With this in mind, Evans' suggestions for work in Paris have a great deal
of weight, since this seems the best juncture to finish up my Ph, D. in lieu of
being able to work in Russisas or some other equivalent opening, In this frame
of mind I had a talk with Crowther, whom I hed seen some weeks before, He said
that at the present moment France has great interest from the "science-and-society"
angle and suggested that I concentrate on mathematical studies and follow up the
other on the side., It seems that scientists are taking a very active and influ-
ential part in the present government and in politics generally, and he offered
to give me letters to key people, Professor Neymen, in statistics at University
College and going to teach at California beginning next year, supplemented Evans'
suggestions about work in Paris, There are several men there in theory of pro-
bability and analysis-—-all top rank people--and these subjects are just the things
I need., Professor Raffi, with whom I have been working in Russisn mede suggestions
a 8 to how I might carry on with it in Paris, Presumably at the end of the year
I should be ready to write my thesis and get that out of the way., At the same
time the year would not be wastes from the point of view of languages, and the
science-and society business might be most interesting., At present I see no
other plan with similar advantages.

Yesterday I talked again with the Ambassador before turning in a written
report. He seems to think the project very important, wants to keep me at it
for asnother year and to put several other people under me. He requested me to
write to you suggesting thiscas-my-definite work for the coming year and to let
him know as soon as possible, However, whether we decide on this or not, I am
teking a rest from it. As the Ambassador presented it, such a project in addition
to being rather hazy would leave me farther away from getting my Ph.D. than now
and does not seem to fit into any long term plan., However, I still leave it open
as a possibility if these drawbacks could be removed,

The fourth thing which emerges is that I have decided to marry this summer.
The decision rests on the conviction that, whereas marriage in general may be
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harmful to young men or to young men's careers in general, this particular
marriage will be helpful as well as happy. Specifically, I shall be able to

do better work for the Institute end develope more healthily. The more active
and mobile my work requires me to be; the more necessary does it become for me
to have this source of emotional stability and practical help., Neither of us
wish to "settle down" as long as opportunities for further training, develope=-
ment, and activity are open, My wife (we plan to be married toward the end of
this month) is on leave from her teaching, hass means for the coming year, and
can and will accomodate her plans to mine. She would not have to return to her
teaching position, end I am confident that a year would show that the help she
could render me would be worth the supplementary expense-—-though there would be
no necessity for her to accompany me always. I should be glad to defend this
position in person if and when you think best.

My immediate plans are to proceed to Paris about the end of the month to
meke further enquiries about studying there next year, The session does not
begin until November, This leaves me time for preliminary work in France--and
for a trip to New York when you think best, Under present conditions I do not
think a short trip to the 8.,U. would be productive in my field., If time permits
it might be interesting to compare present appearances with those of last Novem-
ber, but I em anxious to get started on next year's work as soon as possible,

Dad, who leaves here on the 22nd, plans to talk these matters over with you
in New York, I am giving him a copy of this letter,

My kindest regards to the staff, who have probably thought kindly of me for
saving them the trouble of distributing letters in the past weeks, Greetings
to John and Howard,
' Cordially,

WN\

PeSe: I had a pleasant visit with Victor Clark one morning before breakfast
when he surprised me in my flat. Howard and I had lunch with him a day or so
later, He had me look up some people passing through from San Francisco--~turned
out to be the wife of one of California's regents and two charming young ladies,

NiB. In my lsst letter {(# 30) I forgot to request that a copy be sent to the
Ambassador., He might also be interested in some of the previous ones.
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London, England ! “—7
July 21 /<?£BE}

Dear Mr., Rogers:

Surmer has really come to London. The American Express is hardly
recognizable~~buried in the crowd of well~fed, washed, and pressed
Americans, What a contrast with winter when the numerous meil windows
seemed 80 unneccessary, and one noticed the pattern on the linoleum
floor, An Englishman would have been at home there then, but not now
in this transplanted bit of America, It is quite exciting to see hun~-
dreds of freshly laundered shirts, trousers with knife-edge creases,
stockings that fit, and well-kept faces framed in tasteful coiffures.
One has only to look at these people to see that their energy and good
management were not left behind when they embarked on this expedition
in search of buried culture.

But even more exciting to bump into one of them in some public
place and find that his small town friendliness has not been left
behind either. Only an American could say of an Indian student he had
nmet, "Oh, he's a Bombay boyl" After being abroad for some months it
is a shock at first to find a stranger immediately telling his vital
statistics and plans for the future and expecting to share yours, Having
become acclimated in a cellular society, in which such people are "in-
sufferable", it takes a moment to realize that the clean~cut undergraduate
who discusses his major with you and tries unsuccessfully to understand
where yours "will get you", does not belong to a world in which every man
is undesirable until proved worth knowing, On the contrary, to him every
one he meets is a friend until the contrary is demonstrated., The Ameri-
can's garden spreads open to the street for all to admire and share; the
Englishmen surrounds his with a hedge past which only the select can go.

Of course, Americans are not the only sign of summer., In the long
grey-blue evenings regimental bandspley down to Londoners relaxing in
the parks, Damp’, it still is, but now a warm mugginess with an occasional
cool breeze or a hot clear day. Macs and scarves give way to light cottons—-
end the cold sooty fogs seem as impossibly remote g_g sun and warmth did in
midwinter., Hempstead Heath, after a bus ride through north London, looks
like "the great open spaces"., Surrounded as it is by the city, it still
seems very quiet to the city dweller, for whom real silence would be dis-
comfiting,

No doubt theaters are busy, sight-seeing buses full, and the proper
places thronged with tourists. But for Londoners, this is the season to
get out of doors after work, Some stroll in Regent's Park among the richly
planted beds, Others rent boats on the leke. Many walk the streets which,
monotonoue and dirty as they are, seem pleasant on such long bright evenings.
And some get only as far as the front steps or perhaps just to the window,
from which they participate in the life of the street.

This is the season for vacations and Kings' visits, the harvest and

beginning wars,
etings to all,
- ~
X \
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P.S, (Personal) Yesterday I chatted with Julian Huxley and he made further
suggestions for work in Paris. I find that there is to be a conference of
the Econometrica Society at Kracow, September 18-21, one of the three main
topics being economic planning., Perhaps this might be coordinated with a
short time in the S.U,, other things permitting. The Sierra Club of Cali-
fornia writes asking that I attend a world conference of Alpinists in Prague,

August 29-31, This, too, might fit in.

Monday I go to Paris, where my address is % American Express, I am
hoping to hear from you before I make plans for the next months,
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Paris, France
August 2, 1938

Dear Mr, Rogérs:

The smazing thing about Paris is that it seems to be one of those.
rare things which live up to their slogans. Paris really is gay and
beautiful. French food really is excellent.

Of course Paris is not really gsy in the sense that "Gay Paree" is
intended. That Paris is the city for Americens and English week~enders.
The "gaiety" of Paris seems to be an easy-going, live and let live way
of life, symbolised by the comfortable Parisian sipping his apéritif in
a sidewslk café. Watch the treffic on the Place de 1'Etoile from the
top of the Arc de Triomphe, The great circle is filled with cars and
people moving apperently without eny system, save that no one dares to
go around the circle in the wrong direction., There is abandon in this
catch-as~catch-can method of driving. OCne remembers past drives in
taxis--the changes of pace and direction reminiscent of a halfback running
a broken field. The protracted, volcanic arguments so dear to the drivers'
hearts that they forget the existence of their fares. If two English
cabies had such an argument they would be really angry and likely to
cause themselves indigestion, but the Parisian chauffeur goes on in an
exaslted mood., He seems to know how to get excited without exciting him-
self,

And the food! Every little restasurant has a soup such as one might
never tasste on a tour of the best restaurants of another capital. A
boiled potatoe in France is a delicious dainty instead of a soggy clod,
And one never thinks he has had too much bread, though he may have eaten
as many inches as he would slices at home.

In these days it is possible for a great city to be the most beauti-
ful thing which man can build, or the most putrid and ugly, if left to
chance, Paris is at least partly a plamned city. Wide streets, tree
lined boulevards, open squares, and many parks make it beautiful without
essentially modifying the basic fact of overcrowding, But it is not
only the monumental things which make Paris satisfying. The style of
its buildings--large windows, verying heights, the characteristic sloping
top storey, and building in blocks asnd around courts rather than in rows—-—
gives an impression of spaciousness and variety. Much of the dreasriness
of an English city arises from the attempt to maintain the pretence of
separate dwellings under conditions of actual collective housing. Hence
the rows of contiguous "houses" and that architectural monstrosity--the
Ygemi-detached" house., The architect can hardly be blamed, for a row
is the only possible arrangement under the condition that each house
mist give on the street, The Parisian may have to walk through a com-
mon court or staircase, but his home resembles far more a castle than
the Londoner's, for though he may only occupy a small part of the build=-
ing, he shares in all its size and amenities, even its beauty--a word
which often spplies to a block of apartments, but never to a row of
houses., Once the ideal separate house, surrounded by its own spacious
garden, begins to be squeezed in by its neighbors, the occupant loses the
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advantages of separateness without gaining those of the collective, This
may be an illustration of the general principle that once material con-
ditions force the adoption of collective methods, the attempt to maintain
private forms leads to the loss of individual values which can be regained
only by seeking them anew in collective forms,

As M, 1'Abbé: said at lunch, Paris is like a furnace these days, Still
it is a very green furnace, traversed by the quiet Seine. And if it

becomes too hot there is always the metro or a library--both cool and
both instructive. ‘

Cordial greetings to all, ,
Nz
Kenne }Eﬁ//

Present address: % Mme, Carre, 75 Rue de Vaugirard, VI®



angust 3rd,1938

Hr. Kenneth May,
¢/o American Express,
Paris, 77encs.

Dear Kennsth:

I returned here Sundey morning., While I was
reading your letter of July 12th your father telephoned.
Iater on in the day he ceme in and we bhad o leagthy
conversation.

“"Coneentrate on mathematical studies and
follow up the other [science-andesociety) on the sidev
doesn't appeal to me as a program for elther subjeet is
a full-sized man¥s job, However, I am not disposed to
anter into a discussion of that aspeet of your letter or
of any other,

Taking the situation that has developed as
a whole T cannot help coming to the conclusion that you
have placed yourself cubtside the range of the Imstitute’s
interests, I am, therefore, left with no other immediate
alternative than to0 suggest that you send in your resignation.

I am very sorry to take such a stand, but in
view of the nsture of our convdrsations in London and develope
ments since, I see no other course open to me as Director of
the Institute,

With best wishes to you in your marriage and
for your future work, I am,

Yours sincerely,

R/ fe Director



Paris, France
August 13, 1938

Mr. Walter S. Rogers
522 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York

Dear Mr. Rogers:
Your letter of August 3rd arrived yesterday.

I am sorry that you feel that my marriage
has placed me outside the range of the Institute’s
interest. This last year has been a most in-
teresting and instructive one for me. Please con-
vey to the Directors my regrets at the termination
of a stimulating acquaintance and my best wishes
for the future of the Institute.

Let me know if any reports or other formal-
ities are necessary. We shall be taking a short
vacation before the beginning of the term, but
American Express will always be a good address.
This next year studying mathematics in Paris
promises to be a valuable one.

With best wishes to you and the Institute

fellows, I am
incerely yours,
eth ayC\K\C\“J*b,\



September 2,1938

Mr. Kenneth May,
¢/o american Express Company,
Paris, France.

Dear Kenneths

At a meeting of the trustees of the Institute,
held August 3lst, I presented your letter of August 13th and
recounted my conversations with you and your father.

AfTter some discussion the trustees voted to accept
your resignmation and to authorize the secretary-treasurer to
send to you s check for $200., which may be considered as an
allowance for September, and to provide, at your recuest, funds
to cover your rebturn passage from Paris %o San Francisco.

You will please send immediately a statement cover-
ing expenses incurred in connection with your Institute activities
up to September lsts You will also pleass send to me soon a general
report covering your activities for the time during which you were
assoeliated with the Institute for presentation to the trustees at
the annual meeting to be held in the fall,

¥ith kind regards and best wishes, I am,

' : Yours sincersly,
uSR/fe
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September 9th, 1928

Hon. Joseph ¥, Kemnedy,
smerican Tubaasy,
lowion, Pnglond.

Deny ¥r. sohuseador:

fbout = month ago Kenneth luy*s father returned
here from ¥ngland :nd told me thet despite his offorts the young
man vas detormined to marry en smerican school teacher elght years
his senfor =nd thet the ftwoe planned to honeymoon during the comling
winter in Fariz, toking courses st the Sorbomme. Reading betuwsen
the linps of the fev letters that Keaneth had sent mo, I had begmm
to suspect thadt his maln attention was directed elaevhere thsn on
the work he vas doing for you snd Tor this Inotltule.

I wrote him thet, as he had obviously tuken
himsell out of our pleture, he had betler vesiom. is resispation
has now been received andl sceepted, I rogrot the denouvement, ond
T hope tlnmt wou huve been in no ssriouse-wise inconvenlenced.

anothoy matter. We are sonding two young men
10 sperd the fortheoming seademie year ot Cambridge.

Thored Le Dlakomore,Jre., & recont graduste of
the tmivevsity of Oklahoms ILaw School, is to go theve to study
compnrative lav wnd Jupsnease. e hopes in dve tinme $o bocome expert
on the law and lepel institubions of {he Fep ¥nat, doing those of
Jopan Tivet. His father is somewhat of a factor in Cklshom: demoeratic
politics.

Phillips Talbot (biographicel sketoh onelosed) is
40 vrepare for Jour:list work in Indis through buking the Course for
Indian Civil Servico Probationers. The mensglng editor of the Chicago
paily Yows recopmendsd him to ve and hopes to geb him back come daye

. should gecusion arise necessitating the youny men
coming to you, I wunt to be on record as hoving commended them %o you

s oxtromely promising young smericsns who are undertuking vork likely
in tisme %0 prove of grost vublic usefulness.

£t411 ancther matter. ¥or several yesvs this
Institute hos boen Pinaneing o George sntoniuse. 7o is o lLebanonese
by birth; a Creel Crthodox Catholie; grew up undesr Pranch and frable
spealking tutors; attended an Enslish preparatory school in Adexandrisg
is sn honows preduste in mathemetie sclence of Combridge; scted, for
soveral vesrs lmedictely following the sorld 'mr, as interpreter and
aide to various British missions to the .roble spesking. countrdss;
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for o yesP or so wvas depuly minister of edueation for ¥alestine;
for the last six or soven yeavrs hes been moving abowt the Weay
et mking studien of current affaeirs and pathering mtorinld
for o history of the apsab revoli; knows sbout every one worthe
while in bis part of the world and is generally considered as
baing extremely well belsneed and inforped. ©ils fathoreins-law
in the principsl owner snd the sditor of dokettam, o nevepaper
published in .rebie in Caire with & cireulation © troushout the
arableo mading world and with & susber of subsoribers in the
tnited Ststes. The paper, as I get 1%, is Hgyption astionnlist.

IT your intorests embraes the Hesnr fast in any of iis
major capeets, I am confident that you would £ind antonius much
worthvhile. Seversl of the offieisls of the State Nepartment
know him personallye @ has been in vsshington several times.
His address in london im care of (xford and (avhridge Glub,
3’&11 ¥alle

1 «m sopry sbout the Kesneth ¥ay bloweup, but T den*t
kanow thet there is mnybhing ! ¢an 40 about it

#ith cordisl grestinen, 1 wm,
Fours sincorsly,

wwkfTe
onclae



Paris, France,
(%Americen Express)
October 1, 1938

Mr. Walter S. Rogers
522 Fifth Avenue
New York City.

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Enclosed you will find the general report requested in your letter of
September 2, At times during the p=st few days I thought I might be pre-
senting it in person.

I we2s not certain just what you desired as a "general report" and the
problem was complicated by the lack of general aim in the year's activities.
However, I went on the basis of our conversation in New York a year ago in
which you said that a report was to include "work done, places visited, and
people seen".

In New York last year I remember your promising at the end of the Insti-
tute year a list of the contacts made by distributing my letters, Could you
send me this? Around the first of March we exchanged telegrams concerning
publication of one of my letters, I believe it was number 21, I should be
glad to know whether it was actually published and if so where,

Life here is beginning to return to normal after the sudden outbreak of
peace. Please pass on my greetings to Wiedemann and Hazard. With best
wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,



(Kenueth May...Institute of Current World Affairs)

GENERAL REPORT ON ACTIVITIES, JUNE 1937-AUGUST 1938

INTRODUCTION

Although eims, plans and responsibilities were never precisely or com-
pletely defined, it is desirable to say something about them, In the spring
of 1937 in discussion with Mr. Rogers and others, work with the Institute
contemplated a study of planning in the Soviet Union by means of several
years to be spent there beginning the next autumn. Although the immediate
commencement of this project seemed unlikely by summer and turned out to be
impossible for the year 1937-1938, the original plan remained as a hope for
the following year, and the year's work was planned and carried out with
this as the fundemental requirement. In addition to preparing other lines
of activity in case the Soviet Union remained closed, I was supposed to take
advantage of the opportunities for travel in Europe and residence in England.
Hence the year was characterized by a mixture of various aims and require-
ments of a preparetory nature. (See Mr. Roger's letters of June 19 and:
July 24, 1937.)

CHRONOLOGICAL REPORT

At the suggestion of Mr. Rogers, I enrolled on June 21 in the Russian
Seminar at the University of California. Before dropping the course after
eight out of the ten weeks, I gained the intended fundamentals of grammar
and reading. During the summer, I became acquainted with Howard Wiedemann,
with whom I was to go to the Soviet Union in the fall.

S0 that I might be free to write my thesis, the Universi ty of Califor-
nia allowed me to take my preliminary exemination for the Ph. D. in mathe-
matics before leaving Berkeley. I therefore missed the last two weeks of -
the Russian Seminar and passed my examination on August 26.

On August 27 I left Berkeley for Chicago where I met Charles F. Axelson
and Samuel N, Harper and took time to visit atthe Publie Administration
Clearing House. On the way to Washington I detoured in order to seeas much
as possible of T.V.A. in the short time available. (See KiM..WSR..Sept.5.)

In Washington, I met Harold Moulton and had a short interview with Mr, Ouman-
sky of the Soviet Embassy and another with Mr. Bohlen of the State Depart-
ment, Proceeding to New York on September 8 I spent some days talking with
Mr. Rogers and meeting various people connected with the Institute or my
field of study (see KM..WSR..l).

On September 18 I left for England where I had ten days before going
on to the Soviet Union on October 6, Since staying on in the Soviet Union
had become unlikely, it had been agreed that England would be the next best
place to spend the coming year--its prineipal advantage over other foreign
countries being the absence of a double language problem, Hence during the
time there I investigated possibilities of study at Oxford, Cambridge and
London., The University of London wes indicated by its superiority in Russian.
I met George Antonius, who made valuable suggestions, and had interviews with
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E.S. Pearson and R.A. Fiskher in Statistics at University College, Alexsnder
Carr-Saunders and R.G.D. Allen at the London School of Economics, and Sir
Henry Bunburry at Political and Economic Planning. (See KM..WSR..2.)

Wiedemann and I travelled via Herwich, Esbjerg, Copenhagen, Stockhoim
and Helsingfors to Leningrad, where we arrived on October 11. In order to
have as much time as possible in Moscow we spent only three days there,
Besides the usual sightseeing, including a trip to Pushkino, I spent an
afternoon visiting the Leningrad Planning Ingtitute and talking with the
director and some of his staff. (See KM, .WSR..13.)

In Moscow I hoped to visit the planning organizations and institute and
to meke arrangements to remain for study. However, no progress was made in
spite of the efforts of JomHazard end Hermann Habicht, Vinegradoff, at the
foreign office, made it clear that the project was impossible at present but
might be arranged later. Through VOKS I presented some letters of introduc-
tion and had interviews with Professor Lusin (mathematics) and with Professors
Kolmogoroff and Slutsky (theoretical statistice) at the University. I made a
collection of books for reading in England. Awmong the people met during the
three weeks stay in Moscow were the American Ambassador, the prinéipal secre-
taries and attachés at the Embassy, the principal newspaper correspondents,
Albert Rhys-Williems, Spenser Williams of the American-Russian Chamber of
Commerce, Anna Louise Strong, and Jean Schwert of the International Business
Machines Corporation, through whom I saw some of the Soviet accounting equip-
ment, Besides sightseeing trips and visits to the theater, opera, ballet and
cinema I spent many days wandering about Moscow. (See KM,.WSR..9.)

After witnessing the celebration of the twentieth anniverssry of the
revolution we left Moscow on November 8, returning to England as we had come.
During a few days in Stockholm I had interviews with Professor Gunnar Myrdal
and Dr., Sten Wahlund, head of the Stockholm Statistical 6ffice.

In my letter of October-5 to Mr. Rogers I had outlined the following
progrem for work in London in case we had to return to England:

l. Russian. The first task, formal work to be completed.

2. BStatistics. Increase training. .

%+ Planning. Read and attend lectures in planning, economics and marxism,
L4, General reading and developmental activities.

The Michaelmas term wés almost over when we arrived in London on November
19. However, I began attending courses in Russian and talked with Sir Bernard
Pares and Professor Turin at the School of Slavonic Studies, For statistice
I talked with Professors Rhodes and Brown at the L,S.E., and Fisher and Neyman
at University College. At the London School of Ecomonics, in addition to re-
newing old acquaintances, I talked with Dr. W. A, Robson (joint author of
"Moscow in the Making"), Professor Laski, Professor Lerner and the graduate
counselor, I had another visit with Antonius and made short trips in England
to visit friends and relatives,

In the middle of December Wiedemann and I spent a day in Paris seeing
John Hazard and George Antonius. (See KM..WSR..14.) At Hazard's suggestion
I introduced myself at the American Embassy in London on my return and pre-
sented a letter of introduction to Colonel R, E. Lee. Christmas was spent
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in Cambfidge and the week following New Yearssskiing near Geneva.

Upon arrival back in London on January 9 I began working on the pro=-
gram of activity outlined above. I took four courses in Russian but spent
far more time on outside reading in Russian--usually half the day. I also
listened to Russian on the radio. In statistics I followed the advice of
those consulted and browsed in the statistical library at L.,S.E. I attended:
Turin's lecfures on the U,S.S.R. and a course by Schwartz at the L.S.E.,
"Joint Stock Legislation"., Professors Allen end Lerner had unfortunately
gone off to America. During the Lent Term (January ll-March 22), in addition
to the above, I carried on systematic reading and talked with H. D. Dickinson
(mathematical econcmics), Dr. J. D. Bernal (physicist interested in the rela-
tions of science to society), Colonel Lee, 8ir Gwilym Gibbon (British Civil
Service), Jakob Marshcak (Director of the Institute of Statistics at Oxford),
Montagu Harris (Public Administration), H. R. Hall (Trinity, Oxford, suthor
of a book on theory of plamning), Max Nicholson (Secretary of Political and
Economic Planning), and many others, most of whom had scmething to contribute
to my specific studies or the general project. Mr. Jacob Miller, recently
returned from more then a year with Gosplan, gave me valusble help in my
studies of planning during this and the following term. (See KM,.WSR..23 & 24,)

At the end of the Lent Term Wiedemenn snd I spent a fortnight skiing at
Aross., While there I continued my Russian and broke away from constant de-
pendance on a dictionary. Arriving back in London April 7 I begen work for
the Spring Term which was t o run from April 20 to June 28.

At the beginning of the Spring Term I dropped two of the four Russian
courses I had been taking with Professor Raffi and substituted two advanced
courses in translation at the School of Slavonic Studies, Sir Bernard Pares'
class in Russian-English translation, containing such experts as S. Boyanus,
editor of the most commonly used English~Russian dictionaries, proved to be
particularly stimulating, At University College I began reading at the advice
of Professor Neymen and attended lectures with Professors Pearson and Welch.
At the L,.S,E. I attended the following lectures: Durbin's "Economic Planning
in Theory and Practice"; von Hayek's "Problems of a Collectivist Ecomony";
Gregory, Plant and Robbins' "Contemporary British Economic Problems"; and
Robson's "Administrative Law with special reference to Public Utilities",
(See KM..WSR..27) At Cambridge I had an interview with Maurice Dobb.,

Between Mr. Roger's arrival on May 4 and his departure on May 20 we had
numerous conversations concerning the work being done and general plans for
future years, He informed me of the falling through for the immediate future
of the original and broached the idea of a long term comparative study of
planning. On May 13 he proposed thatthe Institute loan me to the American
Ambassador, explaining that this would probasbly mean full time work for an
indefinite period. On the sixteenth we talked with Mr. Kennedy, and Mr.
Rogers later made suggestions on carrying out the investigation of English

.opinion which the Ambassador had requested. On May 19 I again talked with
the Ambassador and had a final interview with Mr. Rogers. He was now some-
what doubtful about the project and suggested that I caerry on my studies at
the same time, This I attempted to do during the next weeks by reading in
spare moments on trains and in hotels and attending lectures during the
short periods when I was in London (Mr. Kennedy wished the data collected
outside London). Beginning on May 17 with a trip to see the Aylesbury by-
election, I visited various places from Lancaschire and Yorkshire in the
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North to Hampshire in the South, attending numerous meetings, talking with
individuals, and following the by-elections at Aylesbury, West-Derbyshire,
Stafffrd, and Barnsley.

I presented my first report to Mr, Kennedy on June 8. He was insistent
that I continue for another month and I agreed. However, at the end of the
month I made a short trip to Paris to see my father, in lieu of the longer
vacation plaenned when he had arrived in England at the end of May. On July
11 I made my second report to Mr. Kennedy. He urged that I continue with
the same work for the next yeat with the aid of several assistants.

Meanwhile I had been thinking and talking over plans for the coming year, °
On July 12 I wrote Mr. Rogers reporting the Ambassador's suggestion, telling
him of my intention to get merried, and suggesting that in view of the im-
possibility of working in the Soviet Union, this might be the best year to
finish the requirements for the Ph. D. Since Professor Evane had recommended
study at the University of Paris, I made further inquiries in London. (See KM..
WSR..32, P.S.) On July 25 I wes married and proceeded to Paris where I made
further inquiries about work there and began my studies while waiting for
Mr. Rogers' answer,

SUMMARY

As noted in the preliminary remarks, no unified accomplishment was con-
templated or attempted. However, the year was not without results:

Russian: By summer I was able to read material in my field with compara-
tive ease. During the sp ing and summer I read well over a thousand pages.

Planming: I became acquainted with the fundamentals of Soviet Planming,
the economic theory of planning and marzism, and current developments in England.

Statistics: I increased my knowledge of the mathematical theory and of
the practical methods,

Institute Letters: Of the thirty-three letter-reports sent Mr. Rogers
after legving New York, twenty-seven were written in the perlod October-May.
The following is a brief classification:

Financial and Activity Reports: Nos.l1,2,9,10,12,14,19,23,24,27,31, (11)

England and the Internation Situation: Nos.3,11,16,18,21,26,29,30,32, (9)

Soviet Union: Nos.5,6,7,8,13,22, (6)

Planning Theory and Economics: Nos.15,20,25, (3)

Others: Nos.3,4,16,17,26,33. (6)

Politics: I devoted some time throughout the year, and almost full time
while working for Mr. Kennedy to observing social, economic, and political
conditions, The resulting grasp of the English situation, however inadequate,
would alone make the year worthwhile for me,



October 11th,1938

Mr. Kenneth May,
American Express,
Paris, France,

Dear Kenneth:

Your letter of October lst, with enclosure,
comes just as I am leaving for Chicago and several places
in between., I will read the report while enroute,

I thought your lstter, I suppose it was Wo. 21,
was worthy of being published, so I submitted % to Bruce
Bliven, editor of the Hew Republic, who declined it.

During the past year I talked with a number of
neople in regard to your work, but no one, not already om
the mailing list, wanted your letters until you had dug
further in.

Will be glad to pass your message of grestings

on to Hazard and Yiedemann,

Cordial greetings,
iSR/fe



Villa Racine

76 rue de Sevres, VII
Parig, France

24XI1I38

Mr. Walter 5. Rogers

Institute of Current World Affairs
522 Fifth Avenue

New York City

Dear lir. Rogers:

This letter is to request that you add my name
to Wiedemann’s mailing list.

While following courses in Mathematics at the
Sorbonne, I have been doing some work in mathematical
economlies. In attacking the problem of wages--or more
generally, the distribution of income--I immeddately
found mysé&lf involved in problems connected with in-
vention and other forms of technical progress. Quite
unexpectedly, I find myself with one foot in Howard’s
specialty~--although I am concerned primarily with only
a small part of the tremendous field of his interest.

I thihk that hig efforts would be of considerable
value to me in my own research, I should be very glad to
receive whatever relevant material he has or will put
out. By the same token, I should be glad to receive
the writings of any other Institute fellows who nay
work in the same field.

There are some things here in France that would
interest Howard, and I agm communicating with him
directly in the hope of establishing a mutually help-
ful exehange. Division of labour is essgential if
one wants even to scratch the surface.

I suppose you noted, in the recent deeree laws,
the HEXXXKEXMKXEX further work given to "le haut
comite de coordination des recherches scientifigues"
and HXMXXARXEXAXKEX connected bodies.

With greetings and best wighegs for the coming
year, which I hope you will pass on,

Sincerely,

\W%aﬁ/



January 23, 1939

¥r. Kenneth May,
76 Rue de Sevres VII
Paris, France.

Deasr Kenneth:

This is a belated answer to your letter.
I regret the delay.

You have been put on Howard's mailing
list., He writes me that he has heard from you. Antonius
sailed from here on 3aturday %o go to London to be present
during the sessions of the forthcoming Conference on
Palestine, .\s later on he may be in Paris for a day or
two I gave him your address. His book, "The Arab awakening®
is attracting wide and favorable attention. The English
edition was published two months ago, tut the imerican
has just been put on sals.

Brodie is planning to be in Berkeley some
time during February, and I have given him a note to your
father.

It is good to hear from you. UWrite again
80011e

Yours sincerely,
WSR/fe



Villa Racine

TH rue de Sevres
Paris, VII
147139

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Have you read Bernal’s new book "The Social Function of
Science" (Routledge, 19%9)%? If not, lose no time in doing so.
I am sure you will find it the kind of book you feel should be
written--eomprehensive, ambitious, provocative. Although admittedly
deficlent on the social science side, Bernal lets fly with both
barrels. The book might be considered as another Howard plan
for the gtudy of S.and S., but it also makes a daring beglinning.
In passing, I noted some 23 "tasks" (research problems, etc.)
which would make fruitful and interesting work in the immediate
future--if the personnel were available.

In the preface Bernal points out the extensiveness of the
gubject and says that even to handle a:part of it would require
"not only a general grasp of the whole of science but the techniques
and the knowledge of an economist, & historian, and a sociologist".
I think he goes too far, however, in stating that "To make an
analysis of modern sclence itself has become a task far beyond
the means of & single mind;.." Of course this would be true if
we interpreted "analysis" deeply enough, or if we insisted that
the "gingle mind" womked alone, but the mere fact that Bernal could
write such a book without any more than an amateur acquaintance
with much of the subject suggests what might be dons XX by an
adequately equlpped person who went at the problem scientifically.
An individual with proper skills in languages, mathematics,
bibliograpnical and other research technigue, and social intercourse -
could, I think, absorb the basic terminolgy, methods, and propositions
of all the sciences (including the social sciences) and the technicues.
Furthermoge, sufficéent grasp could be galned early enough in
life so'\lhe suow\a study could be put to some use. In such a task
the researcher would, of course, make full use of all Ve reference
techniocues, travel, consultation, etc. But even without adequate
aid and merely making use of existing mechanisms, one could go a long
way. People think such a person is an impossibility simply because
no-one has conclously gone about the job as an occupation. However,
an individual who attempted such a thing could only succeed by
choging certain emphases, not as to subject matter, but as to attitude,
Hence, the really desirable thing would be to have & small team of
young men conciously working together for & comphehensive view
of XMXEXXH the world. Each one would be interested in everything,
but each one would have a specialty (perhaps more a method of
approach than a field). Such a group, or the inditdduals in such
a group, gould write not only stimulating but probably extremely
valuable stuff, to say nothing of the other uses to which they might
be put. B8Buch & group would also be dangerous to existing institutions.
However, if carefully chosen and allowed to lead as normal lives as
possible wnile being given freedom toX take an active part in
social and political 1life (for after all social science without par-
tieipation is as impossible as physics without experimentation) the
results could hardly fail to XKX be beneficial.



Since the main obstacle to such a project is that it has
not been seriously undertakenX or considered possible--we may
expeet 1t to be carried out in one way or another, once the idea
gets: spread around.

To get a little closer to earth, Bernal’s book interested me
because of his efforts to come al economic problems JEXKXXY¥ from
the point of view of human needs and productive possibililities,
rather than XK¥ from the superficial phenomena of the market. Of
course, he nad to do this since he ig not an"economist". The
more economic¢ theory I read the more I become convinced that its
scrapping 1s the first condition for any understanding of our problems
At the same time, I think hhat more mathematics, not less, is what
is needed. In my opinion, the strongest causal(and other) linkages
in the Scilence and Society complex run thru the TechnologyxEconomiecs
link, and 1t 1s here that I am searching for some mathematical
formulation. XKXXKXKX¥ Some of the up to now "useless" mathematical
theories are going to be guite handy, although the alfair is not
to the paper stage as yet.

I have been thinking recently about the relation between
"Planning"and"Science and Society". Last year I considered the
gtudy of the organization of science as merely one part of the
general problem of planning. However, if we interpret "Science"
broadly--whitch we certainly should--than Blanning my be considered
as a certain type of sceientific activity, as the scientifie method
applied to human action in different spheres. Howard’s and my
interests begin to melt into each other, and we find ouselves
working on the same problem--one emphasizing "Science" as the
knowledge and understanding guiding human action, the other em-
rhasizing "Planning" as the XEAKNXXMEXXKEXKEXEXKXXEERKXEXXKEX
KEHARX A XX XX ERRX X EH XX BRXBEXREX RN EEXKEXKNN concious application
of science to human soclety. They are two sideg of the same medal.

I note in one of Howard?’s letters something about work by the
N.R.C. on organization of seience in other countries, in England in
particular., RKXX® Without raising any objection to studying
English experience, I should like to put in a strong wor& for not
neglecting France. French seience 1s poor, but perhaps for that
very reason more care has gone into its organization. There lis
conglderable interest here in the organization of science, & soclally
very wide-awake scientific personnel, and interesting institutional
factors. Leaving aside the more recent developfments under the
popular front and following governments, the United States might
get some ideas from an examination of the College de France, the
Ecole Polytechnique, etc. which are in some ways quite unique and
most interesting. The College de France, with only incidental
lectures, no student body(except the educated public and_homelessX
wanderers to come in for the warmth), and a staff of thepest minds
in all fields--free to do 1life long research under the Dest possible
conditions-~is, as far as I know, quite unique. Would anyone be
interested in a detailed report on the C.de F.,enough X& so that I
might get enough money out of such a job to buy some books when I

am in the 3.U. this summer? . -
AegioxiM Pass this onk to Howardf All goes well here, and



I am hoping to read Russian as fast by the end of the year as
Ruth reads Italian. Have you read the third five year plan?

It puts less emphag&gsé upon eomsumerg’ goodeg than I expected.
Molotov, while boasting about past acheivements, pointed out

that production per head of population was still below other
countrieg?’ and put forward the slogan of surpassing the U.S.

in this respect. It would be very exciting someday to have

& competition between the U.S.A. and the U.5.5.R. :

but we ghall have to wait until the American worker gets some
assurance that his increased production 1s not going to be wasted.

-
I look forward to seéhlntonius.ﬁﬁﬁ

Sincerely,

ot o



Harch 2nd, 1939

¥r, Kenneth May,
76 rue de Sevres
Paris, VII
France.

Dear Hennathi

Thanks for the suggestion about Bernal’s book.
1t has been ordered, but thus far it hss not been recsived,
Thers were several points made in your letter of February
14tk that proved stimulsting to me. aud I assure you thab
I relished the little jibe: “allowed Lo lead as normal lives
as posaible®, Come again!

Professor Harper has definitely decided to sail
for Russia on April 9th, tsking a Polish boat. Hazard, who
will be a visiting scholar at Columbia during April, plans
o go to Russia early in May.

Here things have been comsiderably upset by the
death of ¥r. Charles R. Crane on February l4th. Brodie was
in Palm Springs at the time. John Crane has returned here
from Rome, On Sunday I accompany him to Woods Hole,llass.,
where the burial is to take place on Tuesday.

I s%ill plan Yo go to Californiz a little later
on. If I get to Berkeley I shall certainly look up your father
and Hvans.

Always glad o hear frdm YOU.

Cordial greetings,
SR/ fe



P.S. When we asked one Italian about the food situation in Italy (the
bread tastes like sawdus replied that there was nothing to worry about.

make artificial wool
fascism said simply,
of notches.

talian, when asked about the meaning of
this,™ and tightened his belt a couple

Villa Racine

76 rue de Sevres
Parie, VII

19 IV 29

Dear Mr., Rogers:

I was very sorry to hear of the death of
Mr, Crane., He represented for me an cutstanding
exception to the rules about the lack of corregpondence
between wealth and ability to use it well. I am very
glad to have known nim.

Talbot called on me here over the Easter holiday,
but unfortunately I was in Italy. He made quite an
impression on the maid, however, . She announced that
"somebody verv important" had called to see re. The
mystery wag eleared up by his card and a letter from
ngland wnlch had arrived after my departure for Italy.
I shall hope to have another opportunity to meet him--
and Elakemore, too.

It looks as though I shall have better luck with
Hazard. Hablenht has our patns crogsing at Kilev.
Apparently we have to go to the H.5.5.®R. to meet.

Begides being my first real vacation--no books
and a complete prohibition on routine--in three years,
the trip to Italy was very interesting politically.
A young couple:findslit ezsier to get into conversations
than the solitary traveller.,

In spite of all thecsgtrawe in the wind--or rather,
loge in the hurricane--we are planning to leave for the
S5.0. early in June. #We expeclt Lo arrive in Hew York
July 14, and I hope to be able to have a chat with you
before going on to Berkeley.

Having"finished" the Theory of Probability, I am now
shiiting to reading in Russilan (statistics and planning) and
to preliminary work on what Ny develope into a Ph.D. thesis
in methematical econcnies. However, to keep warnmed up in
math and to add a rezlistic touch in keeping witn the world
sltuation, I plan to delve into the applications of Probabiliﬁy
to Balllistics.

Fith-eordial greetings to everyone except Howerd (who
gillently and steadfustly refuses to write me),

Sincerely yours,

R



Z;iﬂy 8’ 1930

" Hre Kemneth Hay,
Viiln Docine,

76 Rue do Sovres,
Paric. VI,

ooy Honnoths

Thenks for your lebter. I en glad to know that
your work ig progrossing and you have errenged bo go
Bo usslo for another "lookesec,”

Farpor, Hapoard, Telbot axd Blalomove are all dus
hero aboub the time of your awrivel. The trusteos of
the Inestibvube hove dirvected me to ¢all a meebing ab
wirleh they can Do present for o goveral belk on the
Turpopeon slbtuetion. T would bo delighted bo have you
sit in A¥ 1t works oub bBhat you ave horesboubs at the

Fa o,
G e

Howerd wes here il of lost weelts He has Linelly
declded that he wanbs to do the formal work for 8 PhieDes
stading porvhops this suwmer, Vhile conbrary Lo our
goneral polley, tho trustoos vuthorizsed helning him
oub fineneliaelly. o bas not es yob selechbed olither
on institublon or a particulor thewne,

 Gordial greoblings,

Peiia & peble hag just cowme in from larper fron Hoscow
in whilch he sbabes thot he plans to remein theve unbil
June 5th at leoast.




¢ Villa Racine
;i #-Paris
K?\ ,,,,, 4’ June 3, 1939
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Mr, Walter S, Rogers
522 Fifth Avenue
New York City

Dear Mr,. Rogers:

Thank you for your letter. I should
be very glad to sit in on an Incwa meeting
while in New York. 1In any case I shall loock
you up when we arrive.

I am enclosing a leaflet announcing the
first number of La Pensée--a french Science and
Society. Its makeup is sctually more ambitious,
and Langevin is for France what Haldane is for
Britain, If they keep up the quality of the
first number while widening the circle of their
contributors, the magazine will be tops in
the field,

We plan to leave here next Friday, and
are allowing for stop-overs in Germany and
Poland, Plan to see John in Kiev,

With best wishes,

Cordially,

Koutf, Moy

(Address %American Fxpress, London until July 7)



Memo: Kharkov Engineering-Economic Institute

to: Walter S. Rogers, 522 Fifth Aveenue, New York City
from: Kenneth May, Department of Mathematics, University of California,
date: 22 VIII 29. Berkeley, California.

The interview from which the following data was gathered
took place on June 19 at the Kharkov Engineering-Economlc Institute.
It wae primarily concerned with previously prepared technical
questicns on planning prodedure and theory. Indeed VOKS had
arranged this interview only as a second cholce to one at the
local Flanning Institute, which had closed for vacation. Altho
it became evident during the afternoon that the Institute itselfl
was more interesting than the topic, there was not time to take
full advantage of this discovery. However, this memorandum is
concerned solely with the Institute and not the other matters
there discussed.

When the Intourist 'guide and I entered the director's office,
two or three professors were already there. Others came as the
afternoon progressed. Our language problem was complicated by
both sides going oveﬁ%he head of the interpreter on technical
points--particularly the Institute's profegsor of English and a
very young instructor in Planning Jumping the gun onthe inter-
preter. Except for one older man, who was pointed dut as a
"great scientist" by my guide, the staff was very youthful, even
the director looking comfortably this side of forty. The group
was very friendly and frank, and seemed to be acquainted with
non-Russian concepts and terminology in the planning field.

The Engineering-Economic Institute was apparently one of
several operated by the Commigsariat of Heavy Industry to train
administrative personnel of a special type. The graduate 1s
gqualified as both an engineer and an economist and hence could
become either a practicing engineer or a member of the planning
personnel of a geographical unit (the "horizontal" planning
structure). However, he is: expected to take one of those jobs in
industry which are both technical and economic in nature--among
which would be posgitions in the planning staffs attached to eacn
economic unit. Miller's statement, "Every business commissariat
and cooperative union has a planning staff of specially trained
economists and technicians" (Slavonic Review, April 1938), will
have to be amanded to read "specially trained technician-economists"
and extended to cover smaller economic units down to the factory
and the shop. It must be emphasized that this new profession of _
engineer-econcmisgt does not supplant the engineer strictly ppeaking
nor the general administrator, but fills the gap between them.
Altho the technically uneducated red administrator has long been
on hig way out, and there have been courses to educate economically
and socially "illiterdte" engineers, this Institute would seem to
represent a big step in the methoas of training industrial cadres.

Students enter the oourse at about 18 from the secondary
schools. A good percentage are women(couldn't get exact flgures).
They may speclalize in chemical, matallurgical, or mining industry,
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and there 1s also a night course in economics for engineers on
the job. Each specialty leads to a degree in five years. The
part time sgtudents spend the last year in full time work. Besides
the vacations, six months are spent in industry preparing the
thesis required for graduation.

The program of study isggraduated from the general and
basic to the sgpecific and technical. Mathematics takes first
placelin class hours; then come Marxism-Leninism, Dialectical
Materialism, Physics, Chemistry. As the course progresses more
and more technical subjects are added in engineering and planning
appropiate to the specialty, until what looked like a pure
sc¢ience, philosophy, and economics course the first year has
has become more like the last year of an engineering school
with the addition of selected commerce courses. In addition to
the time spent in industry, almost half of the carefully planned
houre (about 20 in 5 days followed by a rest day) are spent in
the laboratory or practical work. Workers from cutgide are
called in to supplement the institute staff--who themselves are
expected to be in close contact with industry.

By good fortune the day of my interview was one on which
students were “defending" their theses for the bachelor's degree,
so I was afforgded a sample of the Institute's product. This
turned out to be a girl in her early twenties who had elected the
metallurgical specialty. She had spent the last months arcund
a Martin furnace which had fulfilled only 70% of its plan the
previous year and her thesis wag an analysis of this failure.
Interestingly encugh, the fallure of the furnace was laid not
on the operating personnel but entirely on poor planning of the
layout, time schedule, order of operations, etc. After her ex-
position, which lasted about an hour and wasg illustrated with
diagrams, floor plans, and time charts, her professor commented
favorably on the paper and the general thoroughness of the studentks
work. Actually her talk had been characterized by overwhelming
thoroughness and she even managed to become oratorical at times.
Following her professor, an outside expert on the subject gave his
opinion of the paper (favorable) and pointed out certain errors
which she on the whole admitted. Other professors raised minor
points and so the examination continued. The.seriousness and
professional attitude of all, including the audience of students,
wag lmpressive. It was evident that the candidate was being examine
not for some formel knowledge or reguirement, but for her working
ability in a field in which she would soon be holding a job.

Whatever the answers to a number of guestions one would like to
ask, 1t is clear that the Soviets are making an attempt to train
a type which has seldom existed in any country. Well grounded in
the scilences both physical and sogclal, and equipped with the in-
tellectual and manualsskilles of industry, the "engineer-economist"
represents in his person a step toward the abolition of the dis-
tinctlion between intellectual and manual labor.



2532 1|2 Benvenue ave.
Berkeley,California
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Mr. Halter S. Rogers
-B22 Fifth Avenue
New York City

Dear Hr. Rogers,

Incredible ag it sounds, it has taken all this
time to get fairly well settled--and my room is still
piled with books as yet unshelved and the closet shelf
with papers unexcavated. ‘' However, I located my notes
on the Rusgian trip and a memorandum on the Kharkov
Engineering-fZconomic Institute is enclosed. 1In case
you are copying and distributing it, I should be glad
to have 1t go to Evans, Sproul, Deutbca, Wﬁller,,
Blucher, Crowther, Landauer, erdy, JD Bernal, % Mrs.
Franklin Furst, 79 Perry st, New York City (nis tem-~
porary address, permanent one is Birkbeck College,
London), and to Dr. Jacques Solomon, % College de
France, Paris. .

The trip home was:pleasant and uneventful. I turn
out to be teaching a course in the matnematics 6F
finance and one in aralytic geometry and calculus.
Neyman, in probability, his wife and the wife of a
mathematical economist here all speak Russian, so I
shall get some practice even if I don't ligten in
on Patrick. :

Concerning finances: It was suggested that I apply
‘the balance of last year ($208.77) to the expenses of
the trip home from Zurope. ' It is difficult for me to
say Just what my expenses have been and also Just what
expenses belong to the homeward trip. However, the
above amount 1s, in my opinion, a Jjust one. I suggest

: clear my account by writing it off as the
it0f the homeward trip. Ny regards to Mr. Brody.

When will you be coming West? I have already mentioned
Blakemore to one or two people and look forward to seeing
him when he comes out or through. I should be glad to
receive his and Talbot's letters. Thankyou for Harper's
‘memo. V

With cordial greetings,

\MW\‘.Y
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Varch 23, 1940.

¥r. Kenneth May,
25323 Benvenue Avenue,
Berkeley, Calif.

Dear Kenneth:

8. D. Rirkpatrick, editor of Chemical and Wetallurgical Engineering,
HelGraw-Hill publication, has apoken to me and written to me in regard to
a Dr. XKarl Falk, 540 lLansing Avenue, Fresno, as a possibility for the
Institute. Palk is teaching, as I understand it, in Fresno College.

As I do not know anyone in that institution, I have no direct way of
making inquiry in regard to Falk. If you know someone on the staff of
Fresno College, please see whait you ecan find out for me., If you do not,
please ask your father or Evans to do so.

It now looks as though I shall be unable to get to California during
the present academic year as I had hoped. I should be glad to hear from
you as to how your work is getting on and as to your plans for next year.
The trustees are interested in you and if the Institute can be hslpful,
they would like to know in what way. Their regular spring meeting is to
be held in Chicago on April 27th and 28th. The two new trustees, Schultsz,
whom you have met, and O'Flaherty, manesging editor of "The Chicago Daily
News,”" are to be pressnt.

About two weeks ago I saw Howard in Cambridge. Since then I have
had several letters from him, mainly about two men who have been recom-
mended to us by Harvard authorities. Howard seems $o be enjoying his
work very much and his "profs.” speak very highly of him., As you per-
haps know, the Institute continues to make him a monthly allowance.

As you receive their letters, you know that Talbot and Blakemore
are full of business. Yesterday Antonius cabled from Beirut that he
was leaving there for Cairo. Although he has written several letters
only one has come through; evidently the censors like his communications
s0 much that they wish to keep them as socuvenirs - or evidence.

with cordial greetings and best wishes, I am

Yours sincerely,



25%2 1|2 Benvenue ave.
Berkeley, California
30 III 40

Mr. Walter S. Rogers
522 Fifth Avenue
New York City

Dear Mr., Rogers:

I am asking both my father and Prof. Evans to inguire about
Dr. Falk, and will let you know as soon as possible.

It is disappointing that you will not be out here. I should -
like to have a gossip session about the events of the last months--
and the next months®' Talbot's and Blakemore's interesting letters
come regularly. I sense in them a certain regard for the censors’
interest in gcenic as opposed ‘to political d€scriptions. I am glad
10 hear t Howard is getting on. We communicate occaslonaly.

After inexcusable delays, I recently had a long chat with Prof.
R. A. Brady(Econ department, courses in planning and related subjects).
He turned out to be a very stimulating fellow, although our appraaches
and knowlegge about the subject hardly overlapped at all. He is
interested psychologlcdl structural, problems, while I have stuck to
teehnical economic problems. I should have said "abproach" rather
then ' problems since the objects studied are the same. Although
even his graduate seminar doeg not seem to offer anything very use-
ful to me at present (because of the different appreach and also
because 1t seems to be more an introduction than an advanced study
seminar) I look forward to keeping in touch with Brady.

As for my work: Besides being a teaching assistant, (pleasant
though time-consuming), I am taking a heavy seminar with Professor
Neyman on the theory of probability and Prof. Evan's seminar in
methematical economics. The former 1is most interesting, though
I spend too much time in compulsory but badly organized lab work.

For the latter I have been doing odds and ends, all pointing toward

a thesis in mathematical economicg, but not producing one as yet.
Actually I have been spending most of my time in the fi&ld we chose

to call planning in our conversations back in January 1937. It seems
that ever since then, it is only the distractions which have changed.

I plan to continue with this as my main work, and get by with a min-
imum of other activities. M.I.T. is or was considering me for a
teaching job there, but I have been in no hurry to finish here, mainly
because a "good job" would leave me less time for research than the
lowly teaching assistantship which I pden to apply for agaln next year.

The Institute could help me greatly. My project is essentially
a long term one, and if I am to devote myself to it fully I need a
dependable source of income. Not only would regular financial help
enable me to avoid detours for the purpose of immediate money getting,
but it would make possible buylng books,XX¥ travel, and making of
helpful personal contacts. Association with the Institute would in
itself would be stimulating and it would enable me to plan my work
on a long term basis. I intend to go ahead in any case, but such
help would reduce thﬂaifficulties to those of the problem itself..

Please convey my greetings to Incwa-ites.

\\ gordially, /’Tfrv\ek)ya(/



April 3, 1940

Hr. Kennsth May,
2532% Benvenue Avenue,
Berkeley, Calif.

Dear Xenneth:

The trustees are to hold a meeting in Chicago April 27th and
28th to continue the dlscussion initiated at the Briarcliff lodge
sesglon, I am wondering if you would like to partieipate. Tra-
velling by overnight plane you would not have to be long away
from work.

Hazerd is coming, but ¥ledemsun is so engrossed in his work
at Harvard that he should not spare the time. Hazard called up
yesterday to say that a friend at Hervard had written to ask what
sort of a person “iedemann might be as he had recelved for'a
semester paper a merk of Af, an almost unheard of thing in the
Graduate School of Philosophy.

last week I had visits in ¥ashington with Vietor Clark and
Harold Moulton and in Baltimore with Bowmen., Both yesterday and
today Voe and 1 were together at lunch.

Cordial greetings,



ey 27, 1940

ire Kenmeth ey,
26525 Beuvenus Avenue,
Berkeley, Califs

Dear Yenneth:

 Enclosed are twn paregraphe copled from & letter to me
fron Parkine

The man referred to in the letter, Serge Chermayeff, hes
just called ont mes He is a charming person. As he is socon to
moke s motor trip in your part of the world, I have teken the
liverty of giving hin & nots te you. Perbmps there is someone
about the University whe would be ianterested in him from the
point of view of his profession.

Howerd Wiedemsnm ower the 'phone tells me thet he has passed
the Harvard Depsriment of Philosophy preliminery exeminetions for
e Phe Dy He did so ot the first try, which 1 understand is
somewhet vnusual.

A man nemed Sly, stetisticlen, twad of the Princeton Survey
and o menber of the Princeton stefl, who 1z a good deal of &
fellow, says thet s would like te talk with you the next time
you are heresbouts.

Cordial grectings,



Memo re: Training for the "General Reporter"
to: Walter S. Rogers
from: Kenneth May
date: June 9, 1940

\

The question is: What should be the training of someone who 1is
to report on--understand, predict, analyﬁe——a complex social situ-
ation in the modern world. At first sight it may seem that specifi-
cation of training afid of method of reportage are the same, Howewer,
allthough we are trying to find a "best" type of training, one of the
filrst observations to make is that there is no general method of re-
porting. There may of course be certain statements which can be
made about reporting in general, but this whole discussion arises out
of the inadeqguacy of any single approach in studying a complex situ-
ation.

There are plenty of peoprle who can report a situation from the
point of view of one of the scientific disciplines or established
technigues. The mere fact that there is deéssatisfaction with such
reporting shows that a number of people have a point of view broader
than a single discipline and see that a social gituation involves
factors which have been the preserve of many disciplines. It 1is my
opinion that the important social questions of the day ("current
world affairs") involve factors from every branch of knowledge--and
involves them significantly enough to sterilize any reporting which
falls to take this into account. Some wgy must be found to study a
situation outside the point of view of any science. The method of
pooling, coordinating, or “integrating" the "“contributions" of diffe-
rent approaches misses the fundamental difficulty, because it sticks
to trying to patch up a generalfpicture out of distorted parts. Even
the cooperation-of-experts method cannot succeed without a person
skilled in "integrating" or "finding the consensus"--a skill which is
practically that of the general reporter. Clearly a special type of
person is needed. Through such people might developg a scientific
method in the sotial sciences; in fact the question of developing
such a method might better be posed in terms of developing people who
might be properly equipped to do so. The tralning for a general
reporter is, in terms of the abillitieg desired, about the same asg
an ideal training for leading jobs--statesman, executlve, etc.

Since no established method has been wyorked out to study com-
plex:situations, 1t must follow that our §%éral reporter must be
trained in &ll the sciences. Only such a’person will be in a po-
sition to even decide how these disciplines bear on the problem at
hand. There may be objections that such training is impossible or
that it is not necessary. As for the impossibility, the thing:has
not ag far as I know been tried in a scientific manner. One can
cite the example of Marx--and nc doubt others--who had a tremendous
breadth of knowledge without any " jack-of-all_tradec".weaknesses.
Engineering may be cited as a sclence bearing a jack-of-all-trades
relation to the physical sciences znd technigues, and it does not
seem unreasonable to expect that a similar scilence could be reared
relative to &11 sciences in so far as they“gffect society. As for
the usefulfness of such training, only one so trained could give an
answer. It 1s in fact to answer such questlions that we need the
"general reporter". Not only Zo we not know how useful some of our
techniques might be in the hands of such a person, but it may well
be that whole regions of knowledge and sets of techniques will be
open only to such a person.
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When I said “trained in all the siiences" I meant a good working
knowledge of thne methods and terminology and sufficlent descriptive
knowledge to be able to clasgeify or find information. The real prob-
lem comeSin being more specilic, and the working out of a syllabus
would probably require the experimental production of a general ob-
server.

In addition to scientific training, there are a number of tech-
niques whose mastery 1is advisable because the time saved through their
use more than compensates for the time spent in learning--particularly
if they are mastered when young. In some cases, e.g. mathematics,
the technicues make possible certaln thought processesg which would
be impossible without them. Exampleq&re rapid reading ability,
recording techniques (shorthand, typing), clerical gkills, study tech-
nigues, bibliographical knowlegge and ability, computing skills, Be-
cauge of its. wide usefulness, it may be well to place mathematics
(and statistlcs) in a special category ag being a science, a tech-
nigue and a language all at the same time.,

Begides scientific knowledge and technical abilities, there are
a number of thingsg in part technniques and in part habits of thought
and action. I am not Speaking of the many endowments and gualities
which are taken for granted in the person to be trainéd, but of a
set efiquallties whieh can be developed‘ Soviet writers lumd them
as "close touch with the masses" Whatever term is used, the fact
remains that without a personal sympathetio understanding of people--
of people in groups, of people who make up the vast majority of the
population; in short the masses--one cannot understand what 1s happening
in the world today. Such an understanding can come only by intimate
contact with the lives and the struggles of the people. It 1g one
thing to read about average wages 1in an industry belng, say $12 a week.
It is another to survey impersonally or “"observe" such familigés. It
is st1ll another to krnow intimately a few families who live on this
income, And itiis still different to’ . participate in the lives of such
people at work and in thelr group activities. It is not necessary to
be hungry in order to understand something of what hunger means, but
it is desirable to come in close contact with 1it.

Summing up, the specific things which the prospective "general
reporter" should have, over and above numbrous personal qualities, are:
1.8kill with the most important intellectual and “clerical"ttools.
2.Basic training in all the sclences and branches of knowledge.
3.Cloge touch with the masses.

I ineclude number 3 as part of trainlng, rather than letting it slip
into the wastebasket of "other personal gualities" because it should
have special attention, planning,.and time.

How to satisfy these requirements? Assumlng a person decided to
“take this road at the time of graduation from ﬁollege, it would be
“a matter of making out a program to fill in the gaps in his technical
gkills as quickly as possible, since these would facilitate the rest.
Gradually, he would increase the time spent in broadening his scientific
tralning--taking up one field at attime and working at it intensively..
Pérhaps after two years or so, depending on his previous training, he
could be inma position to begin a project while continuing his training.
Certainly by the age of thirty he could be developing his work on a
broad front.
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By earlier planning ,.remarkable results might be achleved. In
pre-high school years one could include typing and a foreign language.
In high school one could get shorthand and other clerical skills and
start a second language. In college a third language (for rapid reading
ability only of course), mastery of the rest of the list of technigues
ineluding mathematics through calculus, symbolio logic, statistics and
gelected toplcs in higher mathematics. Also in collegeielementary
laboratory coupses ' in, physiés; chemistry, boétany,,biologys’ . Belected
courses in social scilence designed to give bibliographical skill gnd:
background information would round out the course. All training not
requiring laboratory work, drilling, or supervised research should be
carried on by means of 1ndepend§ht reading and consultation. With the
above trainingy such:iwidely different subjects as economic theory and
astronomy could be disposed of more efficiently by 1ndepep¢ﬂnu study.

It might be well to emphasize one disclipline in undergraduate work. Two
important reasons for this are the fact that such speclalization gives
an “entree™ and that it would serve as a check to superficiality--giving
the student an appreciation of what his knowledge in other fields really
amounted to.

So far I have said nothing about getting"close touch with the masses"
Such activities ag summer work in industry or agriculture, or even a
year or so off, should be considered part of training. In highgchool,
courses in some industrial art or trade should be included. An intimate
acquaintance with machinery is an important part of the training of some-
one who wishes to understand people who work with it. Wherever the "gemeral
observer" is, during his "training" or during his work, he should try to
keep in touch with working people through personal acquaintance and .
partichpation inttheir activities. This should be planned like any other
part of his education and development.

The above may sound like vague and half-baked ideas for a better
type of general edugation.. ~Actually, it is intended as a suggested
guide for*able young person, who, once he determined to develop¢ him-
gelf along such lines, would modify it to fit his own personality and
make 1t into a concrete program. In a way too, it represents a revision
with hindsight of the plans I made for myself many years ago when I
decided to developg myself as a kind of tool to be capable of déing what-
ever turned out to be most important. Looklng back, I find that I ne-
glected to learn shorthand, wasted time on generol' courses instead of
gtudying a trade, overdid my mathematics to the exclusion of a few
(actually very few) good courses outside of the physical sciences. And
then upon graduation, I specialized in the usual way, when breadening-
out would have been better. Theee mistakes could have been avoilded without
any special efforts on my part--a mere suggestion from someone would have
been sufficient., However, even with these omissions, I could pretty well
oomplete the above schedule of tralnlng in a few years of study “on the
gide" This personal testimony is given, not to insert myself into the
disoussion, but simply as an example with which I am familiar.

It would be most interesting to work out a schedule of reading and
activity designed to complete the training of a person having the necessary
skills, and perhaps including a schedule for acquiring those gkills
lacking. Designation of books, men to consult, courses, universitjes, el
egtimated times would be an interesting project.



2532 1-2 Benvenue
Berkeley, California
June 17, 1940

Mr. Walter S. Rogers
522 Fifth Avenue
New York City

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Thank you very much for passing on to me the
extracts from Parkin's letter. I look forward to
meeting Chermayeff. There are probably several people
here in Architecture and in the ScienceSwhom he might
like to meet and who would be interested in him.

Glad to hear of Howard's success. Another friend,
John Dyer-Bennety has just taken his final examination
in mathematics at Harvard and will soon be here to give
me first hand news.

The enclosed memorandum is supposed to be in
regponse to the request made of me in Chicago. It
does. not actually "summarize..(my)..suggestions &s-to
what standards there should be for competent general
reporter" as suggested on page 10 of the minutes. This
is because I feel that it is not yet possible to do
this. The first job 1s to specify standards for the
developement of reporters, who will develope the
methods of reporting. This 1s what I tried to do in
a general way.

Please thank Mr. Brodie for sending E. B. Wilson's
article.

Dad was in New York, but reports that you were
away. He regretted missing YOUse

Cordigliy,
) i
Eenne%h '



June 26, 1940

¥re Benneth May,
25325 Benvenue Avenue,
Berkeley, Califs

Dear Kennethi

Your Eﬁerefvmvlﬁhméyowmmwmﬁ*&hma
few days a0« '

The lstter malkes e real contribution to owr Lhinking, so I
am having copies sent to the {rustees. Bubt in owr copies the word
"davelep” will be spelled that way instead of “develope" which
you soen Lo prefers

I am sorvy to heve boen ey while your fetber was in Hew York,
Please give hinm ay regards.

Honday the Finmuoe Committes met here for en alleday sessione
In addition to Axelson, lve und Parkin, who comprise the commitbee,
Claxrk, John Crane aud Robinson sed ine Afterwards there wes a short
Trustees® meetinge All those present felt that the time is ripe for
the Institute bo send Lo Australis and New Zealend end to Canadm, on
2 short~tire basis, mon who possess part at lesst of the cualities
you set forth in your memoe Do you know sny one?

T think you would find pertinent o some of owr balks an article
in "Seienee™ of June 14th by Dre Lloyd We Taylor entitled "Selence
in Gerersal Dducation ot the College Level"; also, a book, "Plate
Today," by Re Ha 8¢ Crossman, published recently by the Oxford Press,
which has probably recched the University Library by this time. '

Cordiel greetings,



1548 Channing Way
Berkeley, California
September 28, 1940

Mr. Walter S. Rogers
522 Fifth Avenue
New York City

Dear #ir, Rogers,

I have been most remiss in not answering sooner your last °
letter, However, I did receive and send greetings second hand
when John was here a few weeks ago, Perhaps the main reasson I have
not answered is that I really had no one to suggest and this fact
made my previous remarks somewhat academic.,

The immediate occasion for my writing is to send you¥ the
two enclosed clippings. It is not my place to apologize for my
father, but I was surprised snd snnoyed to see him bring the
Institute into:the affair, I have made no comment on his
statements nor have I mentioned the Institute or said anything
likely to involve it,

With cordial greetings,
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- Father Disowns

J‘ roode
~ U. of C. Professor !
‘Explains Action

BEBKELEY Sept, 26 (AP)—
Prof. Samuel C. May of the Uni-
versity of California, vice chair-
man, of the stale council for de-
fén‘se rénounced his son, Kennéth,
today because of the latter’s ‘“es-
pousal ‘of the cause of Commun-
ism.*

The umversnys director of pub
7 . lic administration said he had “dis

PROF. & 1 MAY owned and disinherited” Kennet
.« “it’s just one of {hose things.” May, teaching assistant in mathe
matics at ‘the school, and that “an
one who has children can unde
stand 'it: It’s just one of thos¢
things' ‘that may happen to any
ather.”

LAt Sacramento, where Prof. May
cogferred with Gov. Culbert L)
Olson, neither announced whether
|the father-son break had been dis-
cussed and there was no confirma-
tion of the report that the pro-
fessor had tried to resign frgpa the
defense board.

The renouncing followed’ a meet-
ing of the board of education’ here
/last night, when Kenneth, May
ravowed .he was an official of the
campus branch of the Young Com-|

st league and supported a pe-;

lgolg .of that group for use of a
b ing owned by the Berkeley

l?h school.

[ ‘Someone had to take the action
iI did,” the younger May commented
today. He previously studied two
and a half years in Europe_ under
fellowship.

The father 'said: “Everyone who
nows me knows all my views are
ckntrary to those of Kenneth” who
ems to have gathered a lot of
thdse beliefs in Europe.”
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KENNETH MAY
He “‘Loses” a Father

At U. of C.

May Disowns
iHis Son for
g@ommunism

Samuel Chester May, veteran
University of California pro-
fessor and a leader in State af-
fairs, lost a son yesterday.,

He lost his son, Kenneth, a
teaching assistant at the uni-
versity, not through death but be-
cause the father “disowned and dis-
:inherited” the son.

Professor May’s drastic public ac-
tion came because Kenneth May is|
an avowed Communist, a spokes-
iman for the campus branch of the
iCommunist party, and “campaign
/manager for the Communist party
iin Alameda county.”

Both father and son justified
‘their stands. The father said he
had been fighting communism for
20 years. The son declared he had
“seen how the party works every-

‘where to preserve and extend
democracy.”
Investigation of young May's

|
“activities on the Berkeley campus” |

was promised by Robert Gordon
Sproul, president of the university,

?

"lo  xey  hoowledge,”  Sproud
said, “he has not been active but
I don’t know what has happened
during the past fortnight sinee I
have been on the campus of ‘the
university here.”

He added that “I am wiring for
information and I should know
more tomorrow.”

Sproul declined to speculate on|

what action he might take in the
matter,

The son made his views public
Wednesday night at a meeting of
the Berkeley Board of Education,
'when he appeared to speak in be-
" half of a petition for permitting the
use of Berkeley’s school buildings
for communist meetings.

“I have been dreading this break

Tk

[More on May

U.C.Professor
Disowns Son

Continued from Page 1
for weeks,” said Professor May. “I
have been expecting it for a long
time. The hreak came privately
some time ago but now it must come
publicly.

“Everyone whe knows me knows
that my views are contrary to
those of Kenneth. So decided are
my views that Y have completely

PROFESSOR MAY
“I have been‘dreadingrfhis"

disowned and disinherited Ken-
neth,”

I addifion to his post as head of
the university’s Burean of Publie
Administration Professor May is
vice chairman of the California
State Defense Council, appointed to
that post by Governor Olson.

Probably in connection with that
position, Professor May went to
Sacramento yesterday and con-
ferred with the Governor. Neither
would disclose the subject of the
conversation, or would confirm or
deny reports Professor May’s resig-
lnation had been considered.
© Tt is just one of those things
that may happen to any father,”
Professor May said. *Anyone who
has _children can understand.

“For 20 years I've been fighting
communism, I have students scat-
tered all over this State who know
how I stand on radicalism and
communism, so 1 don't believe
anyone will question my position.

“When I became convinced my
sort had become an irreconcilable
cammunist I took the only honor-
able course consistent with my
personal views and the position I
hold as an executive of the de-
fense council.”

Kenneth May was graduated from
the University of Califernia in 1935
after a brilliant campus record, He
Iwas @ Phi Bela Kappa student and
|2 mgmber of Pi Mu Epsilon, Sigma,
in, &ircle € Society, the Golden
BearHonor Society, was vice presi-
dent of the Y. M. C. A, a member
of the Student Judicial Council,

‘member of the men's council for
jInternational House, and an official
[of the Institute of Pacific Rela-
Itions.

" He was the winner over thousands
of siudents throughout the United
Gtates of a scholarship under the
Institute of = World Affairs, and
urder this scholarship studied in
Europe for two and a half years.
Ifor five months of this time he
studied in Russia.

B 4

in Los Angeles last night.
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STATEDEFNSE
ADDISINHERTS
HIS SON AS RED

]gkerkeley, Cal., Sept. 26 UR).—
Prof. Samuel May, University of
California official and

B i

Prof. Samuel
Casts off Communi

man of the California State De-
fense Council, today publicly dis-
owned and disinherited his son,
Kenneth, a teaching assistant at
the university, for being an avowed
Communist. i

“I have been dreading this break
end I have been expecting it for
weeks,” the elder May, head of the
university’s Bureau of Public Ad-
ministration, said.

The son, who studied in Europe
for two and a half years under an
Institute of World A*fairs fellow-
ship, appeared at a Berkeley
School Board meeting last night in
support of a petition of the uni-
versity branch of the Young Com-
munist League for use of a public
school building for a meeting.

‘Everyone who knows me knows
2ll my views are contrary to those
of Kenneth,” the elder May said.
“So decided are my views that I
have combpletely disowned and dis- .
inherited Kenneth.” {

son.

Prof. May Disowns

NV )1

Youth Because ™

Py, Samuel May, director
of the University of Califordia
Bureau of Public Administta-
tion and wice-chairman of the

and:disinherited his son, Ken-
| neth. Mggyfor being an avowed
Communist. )

The: son, teaching  assistant in
mathematics at the University,
made his latest publie declaration
of his Comnunist affiliations at a
meeting- of the Berkeley Board of

Education . last night when helt

argued in. support of a petition
of the University Branch of the
Young Communist League for use
of a public school building for a
meeting.. s
Following his graduation ffrom
the University in 1936, yoisihMay
studied for two and a Iiiielpesr

in Europe on a World Affigese]-
lowship won in compe ¢
thousands of :college graduates.
Between three and foyx@ﬁﬁtl-xs of
this time were spen#fin: Russia
under a Soviet-supervigéd program
of study. Upon his réturn, friends
said, he espoused the Communist
cause.

In making .public ~his ‘action

against his son today Prof. May

said: “I have been dreading this
break and I have been expecting
it for weeks.” "He st#ted that his
action had been takeni: privately
“some time ago.” T
“Everyone who knows me,” said

[Continued on Page 11, Column 3]

Y 0l us mm

\

Son Disowned
By Professer

[Contiiuéd from Pige Ohe
Prof. May, “knows all my views
are contrary ‘to those of Kenneth.
So decided are my views that I
have completely disowged and dis-
inherited him.” He 9#1d that his
son “appeared to have gathered a

' Cajifor 3ig. State Defense Coun- 108 of his views in Europe”
o, . b

&Yy - -publicly disowned]|

Following his appearance’ at. the
board of education meeting last
night, friends of young May point-
ed out that his open espousal of
the Communist cause might alien-
ate him from his father and also
Jjeopardize his teachg 1g- position -at
the University. “Soffie ohe had: to
take the action I did, and' what
happens cannot be helped,” :May
was quoted as saying. Raceritly an
article appeared in the Daily Cali-
fornian, student newspaper; signed
by Kenneth May as a spokesman
for “The Gampus Branch, -Com-
munist Party.” .- o

When May retughed” from :his
European studies higwas-assigned

the . position’ of t ding, assistant
in the department % mathematics
at the University. HMe is married
to the ‘daughter of’ ng)f‘ .Dudley
McGoveny of the University school
of jurisprudence. RN ‘
Student Communists have con-
ducted ‘anti-conscription meetings
twice this semester, off the campus

and outside the Inj ersity’s juris-
diction. At ging of the
term, Pre Robert” Gordon

Sproul warmgi~dludents. that any
activities likely to be injurious to
the National - ‘Deféfise .program
would not be tolerated. He hinted
at expulsion as a penalty.

|
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ﬁRed Charge
at UC. to Be
Investigated

Teacher’s Assistant
Disowned by Professor
Calling Son Communist

Investigation of the activi-
ties on the Berkeley campus

California, was promised here |
last night by Robert Gordon

" |Sproul, university president.

May was publicly disowned
and disinherited at Berkeley yes-
terday in an announcement by
his father, Prof. Samuel May,
University of California official
and vice-chairman of the Califor-.)
nia State Defense Council. s

Prof. May said he took such ac-,

tion because his son was an:S
avowed Communist.

Dr. Sproul was asked of hisf[
knowledge concerning the activi®
ties of young May on the Berke--
ley campus as a leader of youth-

ful Communist circles.

DREADED THE BREAK t

T

“oue o~

—

‘|break and I have been expecting
it for weeks.”

“To my knowledge he has not.
been active but I don’t know;,
what has happened during the,
past fortnight since I have been,;
on the campus of the university
here,” Dr. Sproul said. “How-
ever, I am wiring for informa-
tion and I should know more to-
morrow.”

Dr. Sproul declined to specu-
late on what action he might
take.

In making the announcement
concerning his son, May said:

“I have bheen dreading this

Prof. May is head of the uni-
versity’s bureau of public admin-'
istration.

ARGUED FOR REDS

The son, who studied in Eu-
rope for two and one-half years
under an Institute of World Af-

“ifairs fellowship won in competi-|

I
|

tion with thousands of college
graduates, appeared .at a Berke-
ley School Board meeting
Wednesday night to argue in

support of a petition of the uni-

S/ U SPROUL WARNED

Kenneth May returned from
his European - studies about al
jyear ago -and was assigned a|
‘teaching position jn the depart_-§
ment of mathematics'at the uni-|
versity in Berkeley. He is mar-
ried to the daughter of Prof.|
Dudley McGovney of the School
of Jurisprudence in Berkeley.
The existence of Communism
in university circles has been,
the subject of much discussion
recently.
At the opening of the present
fall term, Dr. Sproul warned;
students that any activities like-
Jy to be injurious to national
defense would not he tolerated.,

of Kenneth May, a teaching! {
assistant at the University of *

Communists League for use of a
public school building for a meet-
ing.

Young May argued for more
than two hours at the meeting
in support of the petition, similar
to one which the hoard had
granted for an August meeting
and which aroused widespread
controversy.

{CAN'T BE HELPED

Friends pointed out that his
open espousal of the Communist’
cause might alienate him from
his father and also jeopardize hig
teaching position at the univer-
Isity. .

“Someone had to take the ac-
tion I did, and what happens can-
not be helped,” young May was
quoted as saying.

The father made public his
action, which he said had been

[taken privately “some time ago.”
I “Everyone who knows me!
‘knows all my views are contral‘y
to those of Kenneth,” the elder
May said. “So decided are my
views that T have completely|

disowned: and disinherited Ken-
neth.”
GOT VIEWS IN KEUROPE

Prof. May said that Kenneth
“appeared to have gathered a lot
of his views in Burope.” )

During his study abroad the
youth, graduate of University of
California, spent between three
and four months in Russia. On
hig return, friendg said, he es-
poused the Communist cause,

Recently “an''article appeared
in the Daily Californian; student
newspaper, signed by Kenneth'!
May as spokesman for “the cam.
pus branch, Communist party.” !

l

He hinted at expulsion as af
penalty. )

OPPOSE DRAFT

versity branch of the Young!

Jmnunisni,

i
|
|
|

Despite Sproul’s warnin g,‘

: Berkeley campus Communist§
. twice  have conducted anti-con-
REBUKES SON——Prof. Sam- 'scription meetings. prgver,
uel May, who has disowned |the meetings were held_-oig tile:

| vouth as Red. campus and Sproul sa 1e‘

acked jurisdiction.

The dispute over use of Berke-v
ley school buildings by Commu-l
nists began in August. ) |

The school hoard author]zedi
a meeting in a cottage .on the.
Berkeley High SchOol.grounds\
over protests of minority mem-

hers, the American Legion, some
faculty . mgmbers, . and .. other
groups.’ Thie loard: majority con.
tended that it was compelled ta
issue the permit since the Com-
munist party is recognized in
this State, !
ACTION DELAYED

Wednesday night an applica-
tion for a second meeting was
presented the board, C, L. Zieg-
ler, hoard member, moved it be
denied but there was no second.
May appeared in support of the
betition. The board, after con-
siderable debate, postponed ac-
tion one week.

Olson and May Confer,
but Keep Talk Secret

SACRAMENTO, Sept. 26, (&)—
Governor Olson today conferred
with Prof. Samuel C. May, vice-
chairman of the California State
Counsel ‘for Defense but both
decli.ned”tb statg .what; if any,
consideration was given to the
break hetween May and his son
Kenneth over the issue of Come

Neither would ronfirm o deny
reports that May had tendered
his -resignation and that the
{iovern‘or‘ had - refused to accept
it. ’

May, however, continued his
duties as an executive of the
defense council. .
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Of Communist Parfyg“‘;;ﬁ,

Kennsth May ’36, disowned and
disinherited by his father, Prof. Sam-
uel May, reaffirmed his conviction in.
the sglindness of Communist princi-
ples in a telephone statement to ”he
Californian last night.

His father, €lirector of the bm‘eau
of public administration and vice-
chairman of the California State De-
fense council, publicly revealed that
he hadkdisowned his son, after the
younger May defended the Ccmmli-‘
nist party at a meeting of the Berke-
ley Board of Education Wednesday.

“AS a patriotic American 1 have
no other choice but to work for what’
I consider to be the best interests of
my country,” May declared. Against
the advice of friends who feared he
would jecpardize his.academic stand-
ing as teaching fellow and alienate
his parents, May publicly pleaded the
case of the Young Communists’ Lea-
gue to tie school board.

Refuting ‘stdtements attributed to |
hig-fatlier in local papers, May de-"
‘| elared, “I first joined the Camm‘ugg‘%t

ment, made pubilc yester day. was,
“Iamin complete dlsagreemem with
the Communis 1&; acuvmes of my son
Kemeth and I have de.termmed that
“he will rec’ewe no aid from me now or
after lgy g&atb to carry o "is ac-
“tivitigs” '

“T a,m blttexly opgosed to Com-
munwm,”Dr May concluded Lvery-
one who Knows me kncws th¥t all my
v1ews,a,&*e contrary to thos; o; Ken-

.50 decxded are my ws that
I héve completely dlsowned and dis-
‘inherited my son.” A

“The younger May is marrled to the
former Ruth McGevney ’30, daugh-
ter of Dudley McGovney, professor
of Junsprudence at the Un1vers1ty A
member of Phi Beta Kappa, May is
a,lso a member of Sigma Xi, honor-
ary engmeering soclety, member of
ircle “g,” Ph1 ‘Mu Ep-
ctive partlc}pant in the
it ute of Pamflc Rela-

experience in student actlvitles that

| ing to the two and a half years his son

party as an under graduate a!t%che
University because I found by actua]

the Communists were consistent and
uncompromising fighters forthe in-
terest of the students and against re-
action within and without the Uni-
versity.”

He was referring to a statement at-
tributed to his father that he had,
while in Europe,
beliefs.” Professor May was allud-
studied in Europe under an Institute
of World Affairs fellowship.

Professor May, also was quoted as
saying, “While in Europe Kenn\eth
married a woman much older tHan
himself, a former teacher in the Oak-
land public schools. She was a Com-
munist.”

In reference to thlS May said, “My
wife is not a ‘membe ofthe Commu-
nist party “and we - do
with each other’s ga > activities.”

“gathered a lot of

Dr May’s statement ‘of disown-
(Contmued on Page 2, Ccl. 8) 1

PROF. MAY OF U.C.
DISOWNS SON AS
\FADER OF REDS

BERKELEY, Sept. 26.—Prof. Sam-
uel C. May. director of the bureau
of public administration at the Uni-
versity of California, today publicly
dizinherited and disowned his son.
Kenneth May, teaching assistant in
mathematics and brilliant graduate
of the university.

His action. taken privately some
time ago because of the son’s ac-.
tivify in the Communist party, was|
prompted and made public today by
the son's appearance and espousal of
the Communist cause last night be-
fore the Berkeley Board of Educa-
| tion.

Professor May, a former city]
councilman and a noted civic leader, |
iz vice-chairman of the State de-%
fense council appointed recently by
Governor Olson.

[SON ADMITS VIEWS

| His son told the Berkeley board
members last night he is an official
representative of the campus branch
of the Younz Communist League
and the Alameda County Commu-
nist party, and is the election cam-
paign manager for the two organi-
zations.

As he left for .Sacramento this
morning for duties in connection
with the defense council, Prof. May
declared:

“l have been expecting this to,
&meak and I have been dreading 1t‘
for weeks.

“Everyone who knows me knows
that all my views are contrary to
those of Kenneth.

“So decided are my views that 1
have completely disowned and dis-
inherited my son.

HAS MARTYR COMPLEX

“Kenneth seems to have a martyr
complex. He seems to have gathered
a lot of those beliefs in Europe.”

The professor referred to the fact
that his son returned from Europe
last year after spending 2% years
there on a fellowship granted by
the Institute of World Affairs, of
New York. He was chosen for the
scholarship from among students of
all colleges in the United States.

When it was pointed out by
friends that his appearance before
th. board of education last night in
behalf of the Communist Party
would injure his positioc at the
University, as well as alienating him
from his father, young May said:

“It can’t be helped. Some one
had to take the action I did.”
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munist league and of the Alameda
county Communist party.
The elder May said: “I have been
expecting this to break and I have
| been dreading it for weeks. Every-
one who knows me knows all my
views are contrary to those of Ken-
neth. So decided are my views that
I have completely disoéwh
inherited my son,! Kennéth seems to
have gathered a'lot of those beliefs
in. Burope.” !
Kenneth May studied 214 years in !
| Byrope on a fellowship, He said!
t can’t be helped; someone had to|
take the action I did.” He supported |

ned and dis-

Prof. Samuel C. May “(top), U.
of Calif.,, “disowns and disin-

herits” instructor son %mm_'

(bottom) because of *Commu-

nist tendencies.” (AP Wire.
photos)

Professor

R — .»‘.‘p‘

disowns son as
communistic

Berkeley, Calif., Sept. 27 (#).—A
college professor has disowned his
son because of the latter’s commu-
nistic leanings.

Prof. Samuel C. May, director of

the bureau of public administration ;

at the University of California, an-
nounced his decision just before
leaving for Sacramento in connec-
tion with his duties as a memher of
the state defense council.

At a meeting of the board of edu-
cation, the son, Kenneth May,. teath-
ing assistant {8 s fhematics ,
avowed he was an official of the

campus branch of the Young Com-

Kennellh May, i a statemerit de-
Iending_ his membership in the Com-
munist’ party, last night made no
specific comment on the action of
his father, Professor Samuel Ches-
ter May, in disowning him for his
beliefs.

He took occasion to deny that his
wife, who is the former Ruth Mec-
Govney, daughter of Professor Dud-
ley O. McGovney of the university
and a teacher in Oakland high
schools, s a Communist,

May said: .

“I first joined the Communist
. party as an. undergraduate at -the
.| University of California because I
:|Tound by actual experience in stu-

dent activities that the Communists
were consistent and uncompromis-
{ing fighters for the interests of the
students and. against reaction with-
in-and without the university,

“I became convinced that the
Communists were correct in their
analysis of the university adminis-
—_—

or

a petition of the campus branch of
the Young Communists for use of a
building o6wned By the Berkeley higl.
school,

tration and the social system  of
which the university is a part,

“As a member of the Communis
party I have seen how the party
works everywhere t0 preserve ang
extend democracy, protect the liv.
ing standards of tye beople, builg
the trade unions and Keep thig|
country out of war,. = |

“During & stay of two years in
Europe I observed ‘the Communisi
parties in France gind England in
action and visited a Humber of othey
countries, includirig the Soviel
Union. All these ex:periences con-
vinced me that the Communist
rarty is the greatest force: for good
in the world and that only through
Socialism can the Deople of the
United States solve the problem of
unemployment, poverty, ‘oppression
and war, ! ; )

“As" a patriotie Ametican T have
o other. choice but ‘to ‘Work' for
what.I considert6'be the bést inter-

it

ests of my country*and the world.”
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U. S. GRANT HOTEL

‘ San Diego, Californisa
poN September 27, 1940

My dear Walter

8inge I shall not return to Washington until the end of next
week, I fear that I shall miss Parkin if he visits the city - as
you suggest is poasible., If I do, I'll regret it very much.

This morning I mailed you a lecal front page with May family
features. I am not a communist of course, or a "fellow-traveler"
with communists, but I edmire Kenneth's independence eand courage.
It at least separates him from the political herd of emasculate
rebbits that constitutes so much of our electorate.

Plan to be in Pasadena early next week if the fates permit me.

Cordially,

(sgd) Vietor 8. Clark



Campus Communists

2. 0. Tactsese Sore, YN /40

The case of Professor Samuel C. May of the Un1vers1ty o
California and his Communist son, Kenneth, provides matgrlal
for some serious thinking by fathers and mothers throughout
‘these United States of ours., Professor May seemiri;‘gly ‘has
_tried to dismiss the matter by his statement that ‘‘anyone.who
has children can understand it. It’s just one of those things
that may happen to any father.”” But is it? |

So young Kenneth May finds himself ‘‘disowned and dis-
inherited’’ because of his Communistic beliefs whichy accord-
ing to his father, he seems to have gathered during a perwd of
two and a half years’ study under a fellowship in Eumpe But,
what ofthe earlier years when Professor May’s son studlg,d in the'
United States? How did it happen that his absorptlon of
American ideals and his years of living and learning in this
vcoun’cry were all overthrown by a comparatively short period
-of study in Europe? Who has the answer to that questlon?

It is quite possible that if Professor May digs diligently
into the past regarding the youthful companionships and:Ameri-
.can teachers of his son Kenneth, who is now a Commpunist, he
may find some part of the answer; for when the evil seed of
Communism sprouts in men, almost always there-is somethmv
‘fawrable to it in the soil, implanted early.

. Which brings us back to the statement that the case of
‘Professor May of the University of California and his Com-
‘munist son, Kenneth, provides material for some serious think-
“ing" by fathers and mothers throughout these United States of
ours, especmlly regarding their teachers.

o For example, Communist Kenneth May is a member of the
faculty at the University of California, where his father is
director of public administration. Communist Kenneth May
teaches university students. What does he teach them? It'is
reported that he has a record of Communistic activities on the
Berkeley-campus. How many other university and State:gol-
lege instruetors have similar records? What are we doing
“about it? ' |




October 3, 1940

Hr. Kenneth May,
1548 Chenning Vay,
Berkeley, Calif.

Dear Eenneth:

Thank you for your letter of September 28th and the acocompany-
ing olippings. The story wes carried in the New York papers and
seenmingly in several other places,

The eplsode doesn’'t quite make sense to me for there must
be more to it than the clippings reveal. I'll be along one of
these days and then you ocan give me the background.

I sertainly hope thet your studies and work will in no
way be disturbed.

Cordial greetings,



L/‘}'/»gg}gﬁ S /b/lW*io

U.C. Ousts
Young May,
Called Red

’ BERKELFY Oct. 11, (P)
‘Kenneth . May, 2_4' rear-old
University of Cahforma é;ic-
ulty member ‘whose" er
“disowned him- for bemg a
Communist, today was sum-
marily dlscharged by the
university regents, who'said
his beliefs and faculty posi-
tion .are “incompatible.”
The discharge is- effective
immediately.

Young May’s father, Prof
Samuel C. May of the' uni-
versity’s business adminis-
tration department, an-
‘nounced : Sept. 24 that be-
cause he was “bitterly op-

dsed to Communism” and .
wés “in complete disagree- |
‘ment” with his son; he had
‘djggwned and disinherited
1%‘The - discharged mathe-
matics assistant accused the
regents of showing “their
disregard for our democrat-
ic fy rm of government by

to-a-legall regpgmzed po-
litical ‘partyi** .«
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Let Us Have Ouly

Ameriean Teachi

THE repudiation of a son by a father

is a poignant and tragic affair, and
or ri'vv‘nrl]-y

rdina a private affair which
should be respected as such.

In the circumstances, however, which
have attended just such an act of repudia-
tion by a distinguished University of Cali-
fornia educator there is a vital public in-
terest which the parent himself has recog-
nized.

For the son involved is also an instruc-
tor at the same university, and the things
for which his father has disowned him can-
not be disassociated from his duties and
responsibilities there.

This unfortunate son and unhappy
father are in the profession of molding the
minds of young Americans.

What is in THEIR minds is therefore
vital public business.

The objectionable and condemnable

thing in the son’s mind is COMMUNISM,

an alien faith hostile to Americanism.

The ineradicable thing in the parent’s
mind is his respect and devotion to his
country, which requires of him a renuncia-
tion of relationship as “the only honorable
course consistent with my personal views
and the position I hold.”

The thing that is in the son’s mind is
what every American home, in which re-
spect and loyalty for America remain, is
resisting and fighting, abhorring and de-
spising, fearing and dreading.

The thing that is in the father’s mind
was the principle which brought the United
States into existence, gave it the strength
to preserve itself throughout all the emer-
gencies and vicissitfudes of our national
history, and is the sole condition of our
continued existence as a free and indepen-
- dent nation.

‘ There are three basic institutions in
America to which we cannot have divided or
weak or indifferent or skeptical allegiance.

Ornie is that which concerns the home
and family, sacred in its concept, and of

such a substance that only aifechon am,d
trust and respect can hold it together.

Another is our reverence for the divine
authority, in whose sight tiis beloved and
precious land of ours was first created and
now endures. ,

The last is fidelity to the flag of the
United States, and to the great and free
republic for which it stands, and tc the|
principles, ideals and institutions which
are its magnificent but not indissoluble
substance.

In these fundamental Amenca,n thlngs
we MUST BELIEVE.

Any - teachings, phllosophles or 1deolo-
gies, of domestic or alien origin, ‘which op-
pose these American things ;we MUST
OPPOSE.

We cannot be communistic; wholly,
half-heartedly or in any smallest part, and
be AMERICAN. .

We cannot have communistic youth
and at the same time have AMERICAN
youth.

We cannot have communistic schools,
or communistic teachers, or communistic
influences in any of the relationships be-
tween impressionable youth and their
elders, their homes or their government,
and have any expectation of keeping the
United States from eventually becoming
communistic instead of remaining AMER-
ICAN.

Why should the anti-godliness and
anti-Americanism of communists be taught
or tolerated or endured anywhere in
America?

Communism is not only capable of
breaking up homes and families, and the
sacred relationships of fathers and sons,
but it is capable of the impairment and
destruction of AMERICA ITSELF.

Let us protect American youth against,
communism.

Let us drive communism out of our
American schools.

Let us put it out of our minds and
hearts, in whatever small way it has gained
foothold there, ’




TO THE EDITOR:

In taking an indefinite leave of absence from the
University, I wish to make clear that this setion is not prompted
by any approval of the decision of the Board of Regents in dise
missing me. The issue involved in the dismissel is one which must
be fought out if this is to be a free University. My reasons for
withdrawing are indicated in the following statement:

Although my studies at the University of California
have been largely in the Department of Mathematics, my interest
haes turned increasingly to mathematics as a tool for economic an-
alysis, particularly in Markist political economy and economic plen-
ning. It is in methematicel economics and statistics that I have
done my graduate work. Economics, because of its proximity to the
decisive issues of the day, suffers more than any other subject
from the scholasticism, the divorce of theory and practice, and the
outright suppression of free inquiry which tend to characterize sci-
ence in that part of the world still ruled by capitalism. Although
I had hoped to write a thesis in mathematical economics, I have come
to the conclusion that I canmot meke such a thesis an honest part of
my work and development at this time, I am too dissatisfied with
the theoretical framework within which it would have to be written.
To construct an alternative is a task of years, not months, And it
is a task which can be done only in closest connection with the daily
struggles of the masses. For this reason Communist Party activity
is for me not sn alternative to, but a necessary part of, scientific
work. tThese are the factors which make it possible for me without
regret to leave the University for full participation in the working
class movement, I hope in time to do more significant theoretiecal
work then would have been possible within the University. Most sci-
entists who become Marxists find thet they can best carry on their
work by remeining within the University and by integrating their sci-
entific work with the struggle against scholasticism and suppression
on and off cempus. In deciding to leave the University, it is good
to know that scores of others remain to carry on this task in the ac-
ademic world,

S K WSR Iy Mo Ul
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1120 Masonic Avenue
Albany, California
December 12, 1941

Mr. Walter S. Rogers

Institute of Current World Affairs
522 Fifth Avenue

New York City, New York

Dear Mr., Rogers:

Like millions of others, I am looking for the place where I
can be most effective in the war effort. At present I am working
for the Communist Party as organizer and teacher. I have been
classified as III-A automatically because of being married, al-
though my wife can earn her own living. With the full approval
of the Party, I am anxious to enlist in the armed forces or serve
in whatever other way seems best. DBefore enlisting, however, I
am writing you for advice. :

I could, of course, enlist, requesting assignment to some
special branch. For example, I might be assigned eventually to
the Alpine Troops, making use of my experience’ in skiing and moun-
taineering, or to some phase of artillery, where I could use my
mathematics. ~ ‘

However, it seems to me that the particular combination of
training and experience which I have might make me useful to the
govermment or to the armed forces in some special capacity. I.am
thinking of my technical training, knowledge of languages, acquain-
tance with the Soviet Union, and experiences in Europe. Also, dur-
ing the last year and a half, I have gained considerable organizing
experience and skill and have greatly strengthened what I called
"touch with the masses" in my memorandum to you of June 9, 1941.

Do you knowiany Job where I could be useful either in or out

of the armed forces? Are you going to be out here sometime soon
so that I could talk to you about this?

Cordially yours,
Ikeﬂnl' heth M;ay“ W

P.8, I just received a questiomnaire from the Nation Ski Patrol
system which is collecting a list of people who might be assigned
to Mountaln Troops. I am returning it immediately, but will not
enlist until I hear from you. '

Ki:rm
~uopwa #58



December 15, 1941

ire John Ii. Hezard,
518 22nd St., N,
Washliongbon, D. C.

Denr Jokng

Enclosed is & copy of a letter just received from Kermeth Hay
and & brief memo I have prepared in regard to him,

If you think you can do so without the slightest embarrassment,
please msk General Spamulding or one of the other officers about to
read the two communications and if they offer any advice as to what
action Kenneth should teke, let me have it,

Cordial greetings,



Dec. 15, 1941

Professor Evans, a distinguished mathematician, University of
California, recommended Kenneth May to me as & young man of exceptional
mathematical ability with e primary interest in the mathemstical bases
of statistics and in the use of stetistics as an element in netional
plamning.

At the time I happened to know that there was being set up in the
Russian National Planning Commission e school to train stetisticians and
to do research in the underlying methematics.

Mey studied Russian and then went to Moscow where he found that
the school had not es yet advanced to a stage where he could learn much
from it, even were he given permission to attend. He therefore went to
England where he studied for six menths. Then he went to Paris where
for an acedemic yeer he worked with a group of distinguished mathematds-
cians who were working on precisely the problems in which he was in=-
terested. He then returned to the University of California to write
& thesis in completion of requirements for a doctor's degree. He was
forced out of the university under somewhat peculiar circumstances.,

His father, Samuel May, who is head of the Department of Publie
Administration in the University of California, is the scheming, wire-
pulling type of an academic official and has been pretty good at wang-
ling appropriations out of the legislature. His wife, who had the reputa-
tion of being one of the finest women about the university, brought up
the two children. After her death a few years ago as result of a ges
stove explosion, the family broke up.

To the irritation of Sam May his son Kenneth becems engaged to the
daughter of a fellow professor with whom Sam May had & feud. When the
latter learned that the girl was going to England to merry Kemneth, he
hurried there to try to prevent the marriage. Being unsuccessful, he
practically repudiated his son.

After the son returned to Californie he talked a good deal about
Russia and joined a local communist group. Whereupon his father, with
great gusto, denounced his son and proclaimed to the press that he was
disinheriting him. The young man left the university. 8o fer as I can
find out the generally held opinion is that the father made an ass of
himeelf, throwing over his son partly because of his dislike of the
marriage and partly out of a notion that his son's ettitude might in
some wey interfere with his own ambitions.

The son then took & job with the local communistic group. How much
of this is attributable to belief in communistic principles and how much
to bitterness towerds his father, I do not pretend to know. In any event
Kenneth May has a first-class head end is en exceedingly capable statisti-
cian with creative powers. It seems that there should be some place where
his exceptional talents cen be used. He has continued his study of Russian

W.S 'R‘



OFFICE OF LEND-LEASE ADMINISTRATION

FIVE-FIFTEEN 22d STREET NW.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

December 23, 1941

Mr. Walter S. Rogers

Institute of Current War Affairs
522 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York

Dear Mr. Rogers:

I discussed with some of the officers the guestions
raised concerning Kenneth May's enlistment. It seems to be the
opinion that a man with his affiliations will find it- particularly
difficult in the Army. As you know, there is certainly no love
for potential disorganizers and there seems to be a general feeling
that even though present policy may tend to favor concerted action
it cannot be said what may develop in the future.

My own hunch would be that the going would be very hard
for him and that he should be advised to wait his turn and see what
decision is made by a draft board. Under present law I believe
that persons with his affiliations are excluded and it might be
that if he enlisted he would be thought to be trying to gain admit-
tance where he was not wanted.

The subject is certainly a touchy one and I do not feel
competent to suggest what should be done. In any event it is clear
that most officers do not believe that a sane man could have his
particular interest.

I hope to be in Rhode Island for Christmas Day but will
be back here the day after in view of pressure of events. Susan
and I hope that you will be in town shortly to visit us again.
Greetings to all of the staff.

Very-truly yours,

JOHN N. HAZARD



December 24, 1941

Mr. Kemneth May,
1120 Mmsonic Avenue,
Albeny, Calif,

Tear Kenretlis

Not knowing what to write in reply to your letter of December 12th,
I sa}md John Hezerd, who is now en officiel in the Russian section of
lend-Lease Administration, to seek the edvice of one or more of the ermy
officers with whom Lis work brings him inte close contact.

In response to my request he writes me, in & letter just received,
a8 follows:

"I discussed with some of the officers the questions rzised con-
carning Kemnnetlh May's enlistment. It seems %o be the opinion that
a nan with his effiliations will find it partioularly diffioult in
the Army. A8 you lmow, there is certainly no love for potenbtisl
digsorgenizers and there seanms to be & general feeling that even
though presaent policy mey tend to favor concerted ection it cennot
be seld what may develop in the future.

"ty own Imnoh would be that the going would be very hard for
hin and that he should be advised to wait his turn end see what
doolsion is made by a draft board. Under present law I believe
that persons with his affiliations are excluded and it might be
that if he enlisted he would be thought to be 4trying to gain ade
mittance where he was not wanted,

"The subjeot is certainly & touchy one and I do not feel
compebent to suggest what should be done. In any event it is
elear that most officers do not belleve that a sane men oould
have his particular interest.”

I do not feel competent to pass judgment on the views wet forth in
the above quotation. Nor do I feel competent to coffer you specific advice.
Shortly after the first of the year I expect %o be in iashington. While
thers, I will make further lInquiries. I share with you the feeling that
with your ebility there should be some place in which you could nake &
ugeful contribution.

Tom Blakemore is in Washington in the Jepenese seotion of the 0ffice
of Coordinstor of Informetion. Talbet has been glven a comission in the
Navy and ig stationed in Indie. In the course of the last aix months the
Institute has taken on 4wo new men. One of them, lawrence Witt, who



is an agricultural economist, hes been making a study of Canadian-
American agricultural problems. The other, Francis Herron, a young
newspapermen, is now in the Argentine.

There is a possibility that I shall be in California lete in the
winter or early in the spring. If I do get there I will hunt you up.
In any ¢vent let me hear from you from time to time.

Regretting that I cannot be of practical assistance to yvou and
wishing you and your wife a Merry Christmes and e Happy New Year, I em

Yours cordially,



BQT\(Q\QY‘CQI.\&« May 19 %2~

Mrs. Kennethay
|Files for Divorce

Mis. Ruth McGovern May, Oak-
. ‘fland school teacher, today sought.a
divorce from Kenneth May, dis-
owned by his farther and ousted
“Ifrom his University of California
teaching post because of his Com-|
munist activities.

“Mrs. May sought the divorce, filed
"lin: Alameda County Superior Court;
‘lon grounds Mr. May allegedly in«
flicted “grievous mental suffering?:
o1 her.

Mr.-May’s father, Professor Sami-
el o. May, director of the Uni<
Versity’s bureau of public adminis<
tration, publiicly disowned him Septy
26, 1940 for Communist Party mem-,
bership. He was dxsmlssed two weeks
later.

‘Mrs. May is the daughter ;of
Professor Dudley O. McGovern ' or
the university law school.

. ‘Pollowing his dismissal, Mr. May
declared he would devotte all of Iﬂs )
time to- Commumst activity.




To Mobilize for War Yeogee\vld GFY 25KT4y

Tolan Reports on

. 2O R
. Changes Needed for Effective Mobiliza-
tion .of Manpower. = Sixth~ interim report
of -the. Tolan Committee on Nasional De-
fense Migration, 43 pages. May be ob=
tained frée. by writing to Representative
John H. Tolan or to the U. 8. Government
Prititing Office, Washington, D. C.

Reviewe_ﬂ b\y; ,
KENNETH MAY

| “Now that unified war plan-
‘ning is recognized by the win-
the-war forces as the domestic
counterpart of a second land
front. in Europe, it has become
just’ as important to follow eco-
namic’ as military developments.
For this purpose, the hearings and
reports of the Tolan Committee
not only contain a mass of -yvalu-
able information (already running
to' several dozen indexed volumes)
whose -detailed content are less im-
portant than the conffittee’s con-
stant insistence on unified organiza-
tion of every phase of the economy,
subordinating everything else to
victory, )

Tt:was Earl Browder who' first
called- the attention of labor to
the full significance of the: Tolan
Committee’s work. In his article on
the “Economics of All-Out War”
' (October; Communist) and in “Vie-
tory. and After,” he points' to the
Tolan Reports, along with the work
of Bernard Baruch, as real con-
tributions..

Of course, few people will find
time to wade through the com-
mittee’s hearing, but the Interim
Reports will be easily and profit-
tably read by anyone who realizes
that “this war can be lost in Wash-
.ington”” These reports are among
the best available collateral read-
ing for “Victory and After.”

War Economy .

Although set up to investigate de-
fense migration, the Tolan Com-
mittee soon found that it hadto
tackle the war economy as 'a
whole.” Of its six interim reports,
four deal with the war pro#éigetion
progrdm in general. The.s angd. re-
port {(December 19, 1941} cajled for
a single civilian board to plan and
control all production. The third re-
port (March 9, 1942) urged that the
-war. ecbnomy be run aleng the or-
{ ganizational lines of asingle in-
-dustrial " firm. The fifth report
( (August 10, 1942) showed how the
 solution’ of the manpower problem
is dependent upon proper planning
of the entire war programni.

The sixth interim report caused

-a flurry of newspaper ' gomment
L when it was issued on:Oe¢tober 20.
| Most-commentators pooh-pgkhed its
jcontents or stressed a fewsensa-
"tional “criticisms. Only the labor
.press brought out its. significance
las a well documented pléa for im-
. mediate centralized organization of
1the ,war economy—a demand al-
[reafly voiced by. the labo#’ move-
- mént. k)
t The main conclusion of this sixth
frep@rt, and indeed of the entire
work -of the committee is summed
up in the following passage:

~ latter.

“Wé Teed over-all plapning and
programming of facilities, raw
materials and manpower, and a
single executive head to carry the
--job,_through. There is no other
" way to fight this war.”

The committee proposes that such
a program be carried through by
an Office of War Mobilization,
working through three subordinate
agencies: the Office of War Supply,
the Office of War Manpower and
the Office of Economic Stabiliza-
tion.

Intérdependent

First, the report recognizes the
relationship. between military and
economic planning, showing' how
the failure in either sphere has- its
effect :in ‘the other. The “report
states:". T

“It is apparent that'the present
status .of  production limits ‘and

- ments by the military), it has

makes  unceriaia  oue  military

strategy. Thus we come back to
the ‘beginning of a vicious cirele
where uncertain, limited military®
strategy makes the services in-
capabie of developing . a,program
of requirements.” (P. 27.) “With-
out these schedules (of require-

been impossible to plan produc-
tion, to allocate materials and |
manpower. And because we have
not planned the elements of pro-.
duction, we cannot manage or
control the flow of armament.
Without such a scheduled flow of
weapons, the military cannot un-
dertake to plan its strategy, Thus
we are always on the defensivecv
Our military actions are like ouy
production work: task forces in
the former, rescue parties in the
Since the winter of 1941
it has been clear to every Main
Street American that what is
needed is a second front in En-

Ma

npower

“Until the War Production
| Board retrieves its transferred au-
thority over production from the
services, it will remain a hollow
facade behind which the armed
services lead the nation from one
production defeat to another . . .
-Under ne conditions can the mili-
tary be permitted to continue
their chaotie, unplanned demands
upon the nation’s rhitiipower re-
sources, without regard to the ef-
fect on ihdustry, agricilture, and
the strategy of the United Na-
tions.”

i

Labor-Management

Third, the report stresses the, rieed
for more labor participation. It pro-
poses #o .attach to “the Office of
War Mobilization an advisory Board
of War Mobilization upen which la-
bor .wowld be represented. It em-
phasizes® the role of -labor unions
and the labor-management commhit-
teés, and criticizes both the WPB
and recalfitrant employers for the
fact that_only 1500 out of 10,000
war plasts: have established labor-
managem&nt committees. It sug-
gests that these committees must
‘be largely:relied upon in solving
‘the problems of labor utilization.

. Fourth, "the committee calls at-
‘g‘entig)n to the necessity of taking
complete inventory of materials,
equipment and manpower and of

'feareful time-scheduling of produc-

tion;-so as to balance its different
‘eleimerits and so as to meet the
'schedule " or requirements worked
out by the military. Negative meth-
ods. of control,. such as priorities,
must give. way to positive detailed
_scheduled allocations. It may sur-
| brise the -average citizen to learn
(thai our production “program” is
-working without a time schedule,
;and that- we do not know accurate-
ly what facilities and manpower
we -have available. For example,

rope to split Axis forces. Spring, |
summer, and fall have come and
gone without a second front.”
(P. 38.) This is a ‘remarkable
statement of the wunity of the
two issues facing America: a sec-
ond land front in Europe and
unified ‘economic war planning.
Second,” the report emphatically
rejects military control and sharp-+
ly criticizes the continuatioh of
army procurement-as-usual policies.
For example the report points out’
that . procurement contracts ‘“bear:
no balanced relation to one an-:
other or to the drafts of manpower
for military service,” that “ho com=
tract to date has carried’with it a
bill of material requirements and
a time-production schedule” (1),
and that the military Itas proven
itself incapable of orgafizing pro-
duction . and has delegated its re-
sponsibility to the 100 prime con-
tractors, i. e. the biggest monop-
olies. Rep. George H. Bender of
Ohio, a member of the committee
who considers -that “some points
are not made strongly enough,”
says' in his additional comments:

Selective Service has gathered in-

I formation oun 40,000,000 registeants.

{hut o money- was appropriaied to

!tabulate or otherwise utilize this in-
fo{“mation! Excessive inventories of
critically short materials . have been
b.uilt up . by big companies, (exces-
Sive inventories 'is a polife -n@me
for hoarding), but the governxient
does not.know exactly where or-
how. much, although they estimate
over’ 400,000,000 pounds’ of steel is
Jying-idle in this manner! =
vFifth, the report urges that the
technical and -administration work

:.of war.be handled by those trained

for this work—engineers, statisti-
cians, production managers — and
not by salesmen, public relations
experts, and other business a d . fi-
nancial executives. In their words:
“The committee cannot under-
stand why the persons charged
by the Commander in.Chief with
the responsibility of creating the
arsenal of democracy do not bring
into their service the best produc-
tion men directly from the plants
instead of borrowing ‘sales man-
agers and corporation executives.




Our, national war effort requires
competent engj ers, ‘men who
know, Iabor, matérials, " macliines
in their’; ‘proper scheduling.” Here
the committes might have added
that many leading tradé unionists
“have these gqiidlifications as Well
as engineers,

Becentralization sy

. 'Sixth, the committee lays.stress
on the need for regional deeen-
tralization of planning. This‘ pro-

conflicting agencies work (and get
tangled up) on a regional as well
as on a national basis. Regional
bodies will' be needed to plan and
coordinate all activities in "each
area. Such regionalization would
tremendously redu¢e Washingion
lred tape by ‘permitting lecal de-
cisions on the basis of nationally
decided . pelicy.

arbitraty labor conscription. The
report does not oppose comipulsion
as. such. But it considers that- the
present -manpower difficulties are
‘not due to lack of compulsién,: but
to lack of planning. With pz
planning, and coordination of.m n-
power in cooperation with labor or-
ganizations, compulsion would ‘tease
to be an issue. On the other hgnd,
“with the present manpower ‘chaos,
with Hoarding of workérs, with
piratmg by industry and the serv-
ices, with concentration of contrécts
in the big companies, the passagé of
compulsory national sefvice le ls-
lation -at this time wv
freeze chdos and creat
confus;on

E;ghth Yhe commmee observesv

{hiat the key to manpower plan-
ning 1s over-all control and balanc-
ing of manpower between civilian
and militaty use and in relation
to. . ploductlon schedules. Surprxs-
ing as it-seems, no one has planned
iaven the dlstmbutlon of manpower
"etweerr ‘industry and the armed
rces, -8nd. the Director of Selec-
tive Qervice testified before tho
s6mmittee that he “hardly knaws
i-’rom one month to the next what
d're projected size of the army. is
te'be, and that he has no signifi-
“sant control over enlistments.” The
committee recommends ‘that the
‘nroposed Office of War: Mobllma-
'tion should “determine the nuimber
>t ‘the armed forces, all6cate méan-
power between competmg demahds
| 5f the-armed services and the war
‘economy, relate production to mili-
tary strategy, and make sxmxlar
bagi decisions.”
,\I “the, ,opinion of the reviewer,
these geatures of the report are
more . important than 1ts organiza-
monal proposals. They make the
report worthy of study as a con'tri-
bution” to ‘the understanding . of
those plafning principles which
are not-only basic’to winning the
war, but to the organizatign of
post-war-  reeonstruction and de-
velopment, S '

posal is not by any means contrary |
to the principle of centralized con- |
trol. At present, the hundreds of ]

Seventh, the committee opposes |:




2311 Durant Avenue
Berkeley, California
November 26, 1942

Dear Mr. Rogers,

As you see, I am still riding planning, like the
wild west hero whoksticks to his faithful old mount
wherever he goes.

As for the army, I have been on the receiving end
of a first class run-around. My application got stuck
(for the ski troops) at the A.G.0., who ¥$« apparently
too busy to make a ‘decisién for =xkk eight months now,
when I was dévorced, my draft board finally classified
‘me 12A and sent me to the induction center in August.
Since then, I have become a familiar figure at the center,
while new excuses not to induct me have been concocted:
everything from some trifling mistake in my forms to
"re jected persuant to authority contained in rirst
Indorsement, rHeadquarters Ninth Corps Area, Fort Douglas,
Rakwxw® dated April 8, 1942"™ whatever that means. "The
real reasons for these delays has of course remained an
open secret, Last week, I was drafted all over again
only to have my induction again delayed at the center,
‘and I am still uncertain as to what and when what will
happen from day to day and week to week.

luckily, the war as a whole doesn't seem to be.
nandled in as bad a manner.
' Cordially, ,



December 2, 1942

¥r. Kenneth May,
2311 Durant Avenue,
Berkeley, Calif.

Dear Kenneth:
It is always plessant to hear from vou.

Our Institute men interested in lussia are busy using their
knowledge. Bruce Hopper is at the Embresy in Stockholm. Sam
Harper goes to Weshington occasionelly end has prepared several
memoranda. John Hazard continues on as administrative head of
the Russismn section of Lend-lemge. Lobinson (e trustee) is in
charge of the Russian section of the 0ffioce of Strategic Services.

OQur two young men interested in South Amerioca are beok
hore. Francis Herron enters the army about the first of the
years Lawrence Att is to do some teaching in Iowa State College.
He has been offered a teaching post in a Brazilian agricultural
college and may take the job for a year,

The Inetitute has ‘eken on its first woman for field
work; Miss Leland, who gives & course on Fronch Canada in Smith
College, is going to study at first hand that part of global
nffairs.

Hope you work out something satisfactory to both you and
the army.

Maybe I will get to Californis agein. If so, I will hunt
you up.

Cordial greetings,
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Pab. 11, 1943

Pote Kennoth O. l&y.
#39117770, '
Co. B, 8% Inf. ‘Enga ﬁiis
Camp Roberts, Cailf.

Deay Kermmeths

I am plessed to Imow that you have et laut been taken into
the srmy and that you are getting a kieck out of what you are
doing., I hope thet in due time you will be put into & place
where you ean fully utilize your ebility.

A week or so ago I wes in Ames, Iowa, to spend a Tew days
with twe of the Institute's young men ~ Prancis Herron and
lLawrence Witt. Herron goes into the ermy or nevy within the next
fow deys and hopes to be placed where his knowledgs of Spanish end
Latin Americe will be called upon. Witt is standing by sweibing
word from the Department of Agriculture which is considering send-
ing him to Central Ameriea.

You may be interosted ~ mnd perhaps amused » to know that the
Institute has odded to ibe field steff its firet woman - Mevine
elend. She hms been giving a course at Smith College on Prench
Comadien History end Literature. For us shw is making a study of
French Cemade and its relations to this country.

Here's wishing you the best of good fortune and hoping that
I may hear from you from time to time.

Cordial grestings,

ws©



June 21, 1943

Prte Kemneth Moy,
$#39117770,

Hge Co., 86th Inf. (R),
Conmp Fale, Coloe

Dear Henneths

The other dey in Vieshington Howard Wiedemenn told me that he
hed received a letter from you. It was good to hear about yous

loward, ms perhaps he has written you, is now an ensign and is in the
Office of Strategic SBervices working on Russien problems. Francis Herrom,
who was in the Argentine for the Institute, is now in Washington on the
Bavy's Argentine desk. Witt, who wag In Braril for the Institute, is
in the U.S«D.A. working on agrioulturel economic problems having to do
with Latin Americas Tom Blakemore, who ig a Firet lieutenant in the
Arny, works on Japanese matters and is now enroute somewhere.

John Harzard continues on as administrative head of the Russian
Seotion of Lend-Lense.

A book, "Letters from the Arpentine,” by Ferron is on the press.
If you will let me heve an eddress, I will send you a copy about thres
woeks hence.

1 have just been poing over one of Professor K. T, Rell's mathemste
ical books looking for something that dossn't geem to be in it.

iope things are going well with you.

Cordial greetings,

ng
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Novewmber 5, 194%2.

Cpl. Kenneth Q. May,
#39117770

Co. 4. 87 itn Inf.,
AP O T30 % Pe Ma,
Besttle, Wash.

Dear Kenneth:

1 was greatly pleesed to receive your letter, which
oaught up with me while I was "doing" parts of the Middle West.

. Herron's book has been receiving very favorable re-
views, I agree with you thet he has done & remarkable Job in give
ing a picture of the folks of the Argentins.

Miss Powell has taken a leave of absence and is now
Assistant supervisor of women in the Boelng plant at Lenton, near
Geattle. If you ever get in thet neighborhood, be sure to libok her
ups I an sure that she would be delighted to see VOus.

The only person the Institute now has in the field
is Mies Marine Leland, on leave from Smith College, who is making
& study of Prenoh-Cenade. Recently she hes been in the Canadien
prairie provinces where there are importent French-Canadian en-
claves. .

Early in the soming year the Trustees of the Insti~
tute will meet to discuss possible programs for it after the war
is over. Of course it likely would be premature to come to any
conolusions at that time, but it is thought that a prelininary
discussion would be worth while, If you have any ideas I should
like to have them.

Enclosed are coples of two letters thet came in
recently.

Cordial greetings end the best of good wishes.



Dec. 7. 1943,

Cpl. Kenneth May, # 39117770
Co. A. 87 Mtn Inf,

APO 730 ofo P, M.

Seattle, Wash.

Dear Kerneth:

Thanks for sending me the olipping from the Peoples’
World of San Franeisco. A good job of reviewing.

I wish you would keep your eye out for men in whom
the Institute might be interssted after the war end let me know your
ideas as to what flelds it might then best concentrate on. The trustees
are gropping about for s new prl;gram. ' |

This afterncon I em ,??ee.ding; for Weshington where 1
hope to see Howard Wiedermsnn, John Hazerd and Franeie Herron. I will
tell them ebout my having; heard from you.

Merry Christmes and e Happy New Yesr.

Cordislly yours,
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Pebruary 1, 1944.

Pfo. Kenneth May,

Cos A. 87 Mountain Infantry,
2nd Arny,

Camp Cerson,

Colorado.

Dear Xennaeth:

As I have been eway this is the first opportunity 1
have had to ecknowledge your letters of January l4th and 23rd, and
the booklet "Men, Hachines and Miercbes™, for all of which I thank
yous I am especially glad that you end your father have reestablished
friendly relations. I felt at the time, end still feel, that he showed

little understanding and still lees teot.

Your suggestions as to poesible fields of fubure activity
on the part of the Institute will be emong those teken up by the trustees
when they get around to determining on what the Institute should do in
future. The religious field is one to which we have been giving thought.,
The present idea is to make & start in Latin Americe. Several people are
meking inquiries in the hope of turning up a proper person for the job.

I spent the last weekend in Montreal with Mies Leland and
Parkin, who is helping her in many ways.

Parkin and Dunton, the Canedien Elmer Devis, told me thes
Bernal, whom I have & vague idea you met in London - Howard certainly
. did, has been for some time one of Churchill's closest advisers. Bernal,
L as a matter of fact has been living at 10 Downing Street! It is certainly
notable thet a scientist - and a liberal and progreasive one at thet =
T oocupies such & key position.
2 Q | v¢ Here's hoping that the Army will have the good sense to
put you at tasks where your undoubted talents will be utilized end you will
be forced to stretch your mind. I also hope to have a talk with you in the
not too distant future. And in the meantime to hear from you occesionally.

Cordial Greetings,

P, 8+ Under separate cover I am sending to you reprints of two recent
articles by John Hasard.









Pebruary 15, 1944.

Pfo. Kenneth 0. May,

Co. A 87 Mountain Inft.,
2nd Army, .

Camp Carson, Colorado.

Dear Kenneth:

Thank you for your letter of Pebruary 7th. I sent
e copy to John Hezard with a request that he write you in regard to
the Russian book about which you inquired.

On Saturday the Institute's finance committee, MNoe,
Parkin and Axelson, met here, but es no onme felt that he knew in what
direction affairs in general or the stock market in particular would
take in the next few months, only routine problems were dealt with.

Yesterday Parkin end I went down town tc have luneh
with Lawrence Gould, director, Arctic, Desert, snd Troplie Information
Center, Army Alr Foroes. He, es you may know, was with Byrd in the
sntarctie and is professor of geology, Garlton College. Tonight I
am going with Trever Lloyd to hear him lecture on Canadian 0il re-
sources, He knows the Arctic and professes in Lartmouth.

Cordial greetings,



February 21, 1944.

Pf'c., Kenneth U. May,
Co. A+ 87 Mountein Infantry,
Second army,
Camp Carson, Coloradoe.
Dear Kenneth:
It now appears likely that I shall be in the Middle
West about the middle of sarch. If you are to be about, how sbout

my hunting you up?

Please keep me posted.

Cordial greetings,
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March 7, i944.

Pfo., Xenneth O, May,
39117770

Co a 87 Inf.
A.P.O. 348

Camp Hale, Colorado,

Dear Kennét$=

" Iam sorry to 'sey that I won't be able to get to
Denver before the 18th. Plesse let me know if that will be conven-
lent for you. Send your letter to me in care of the University Club,
Chicego, marking it "Hold."

3 ' Lawrence Witt was in the office yesterday. Until about
the first of the year he wes in Bouador for the Department of Agriculture.
Now he doesn't know what is going to happen to him. The Department of
Agriculture wants to send him to'Columbte for a year anc the Havy wents

him for the ggriculturel ss¢ticn of supply.

/An Americen gviutor reports that in Alaska in the course
of a conversation with a Pugsian aviator the latter asked if the American
had eny children. "One - six years old™, The Hussian retorted: "That's
2 good sge. He will be just &bout ready in time to serve on the second
front.” :

Cordial greetings,
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fAmerlcan soldiers with our
about., We don't need: to:woy
PFC Dale Maple, although it
an "American.".who consciously
few and our secur

Ty much

helps

But what about tnoqe who “con=-
sider themselves loyal Americans,
ret take a tolerant attitude toward
rerman hrlsoners, behaving toward
them as if they.were our friends?
Tapanese atrdcibies have had more
‘ecent publicity and no crne would
shink of treat g%u Japanese pri-

soner with more then ths considera-
sfon required. by‘lrf@r“avluu( law.
he Nazis hava just as ‘aO a
Thege yflS\“bTSin e from
‘has -ra »d Buror

"3
and eﬂslaVJUg milliong
qon—combataqts, foreing thous
of women into army broilels,
turing and murdering ppoplm
of their religion, race, or belisf
in democraoy.. They have starved
~whole nations, destroyed their-
cultural treasures -and removcd
‘their means of llvellhood and.
 1dpp1ness.f They want to do the
L3ame tQ.HS: S

of
sands
tor-

becatise

Hitler has,turned.é'whole
reneépation of Germens into vandale,
yiose bestial behavior has.not been
’qudlled in modern times. German
yrisoners of war are part of this
seneration of "Suvnermen." We have
seen them sneer at us, as we marched
5veo  When @ha”dlﬂﬁ them we have - -
;een told that New York is in ruins,
shat HL+lbf v1ll soon be here.

"hen of course, they hope to con-
sinue in Amelzca the caresr of van-
ialism which their capture inter--
pted. %e d ag soon mcke 1rlendq
Jltb thése" mer 48 with someone - Nho
1ad Kllled our budqy or rapbd our:
sister. :

Many' Ja21 ooldleru can ‘be. re-,ﬁ

aducated, ‘but: not through weakness,
on our part., As soldiers we can
jo most to re~educate Germans by
smashing Hitler®g army. ‘Until. un-
zonditional surrender oi the. eneny, ;
she only wav we want to. communicate
vith a uaﬁanCQQ‘Ol ‘a Gehman qoldler
is looking down the sights o* an ..
=1, and it*s up to uo, who . rave

seen thet the war is no picnic; to -

straigigten out those who don't yut
now t score.

7 The recent escapes of German prisoners, ;
azl captives give

would be a pleao

\ mater.,

ana the 1nvolvement Bf

Us something to thlnh

about outr htltraltors like

.re, 0. get. our hands. on-
EQrtupatelv there are:

hltiere;

y aoeHOLcs can be counted on to uncover such rats.

IRAL JONES IIELP -
URIVB JaPSVOTE, Flok¢v_
(continued from page 2)
his first overseas post: ‘since his
service ‘as a Llieutenant and Caplain
at Toért ‘Stotsenberry; 60. miles out
of Vénlla, before WOrld War I.

: The gener*l,,a spare, dfiab e
man wlua a ruddy eomplexion, Keena
blue~-grey eyes and a grey clipped’
mastache’,: looks very much like the
unlverelty.or651dunt that his fa-—
ther was. . (Dr. Jones, a Kentuckian,
wa.s for: more than two score years
‘successively a pTOfBSoOf of Latin
and Greek, Dean and Fresident of
the Un1vers1tv of- Tlssourl )

‘~The general, grud1“ting from
thte' University of IMiesouri, class.
of 1911, immediately won his com- .
migsion ‘as a seécond lieutenant in
a -competitive examination, nlthough
his only nilitary experience had
been n year and a hfll as a. second.
1ieutenant in the Missouri National
Guard. He spent. th:ee months .
living the life of an_ infantey -
prlvate at Fort Leavanworth, Jjoined

-a pack artilleryioutfit in-the
Philippines, rose to a captaincy:
and returned to the States after
the outbreak of the first world

S WAT, 1nstruct1ng at 0TS, fore=-
runncr of 0CS. He was a lieuten—
-ant-colonel at the war's end.

Generédl Jones has two cons.in.
the service, one a first licutenant
the other a private, and both in. .
the field artillery. Both were
born- in the Geéneral's native town,
Columbia, Mo3, scat of his alma
A daughter Anne, 10, was
born in wWashington when the gen‘
ral was serviﬂg on the J@r Dppt
General btdff.

Tn the words of enother
distinguished officer (and it's:
an-opinion the Rucksack is.proud

to share), "We are fortunate .to
serve under so distinguished an
officer." : ' -
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Excerpt from letter of Ruth Doak,
816 W, Wahsatch, Colorad 8prings
to Kenneth Hay. April, 1944,

UNITED STATES ARMY

B, eeeeeSeveral weeks ago at a business meeting of our newly forsed forum group
on campus, I threw the same general topic into the ring for consideration as a topic
for one of the regular meetings. ..... One navy man answered the lack of a good war
song by suggesting that perhaps we don't know what we are fighting forj another said
that perhaps the American Melting Pot hasn't melted yet, i,e, we are not yet one whole
people and therefore not capable of producing folk-songs, The last suggestion seems
particularly false in that all of our folk-songs have come from highly differentiated groups
of people-=the Kegro at work and at worship, the people in the backwoods of Kentucky,
the cowboy, chain gang prisoners, elcy and from other courtries the same is true--
the bawdy ballads and religious songs from England and the Low Countries, the developing
cultures all with separate folk customs and songs in the Soviet Union, etc,

YTt seems more correct to say that the American Kelting Fob has crystaliized, The
trend here has been toward highly individualized lives--each family lives as much alone
as economic circumstances permit and the family unit is seldom a living reality even
after working hours, (The farm life of this country I am not femiliar with, but probably
the family unit is closer and more of an entity). What I am trying to say is this—
$hat folk songs come out of mass living and mass activity, The only farmfolk-songs
I know are the Palestinian harvest songs and their equivalent--the result of group
gatherings at harvest time, All the dance-songs, sea-songs, etc. from all over the
world uphold this view, the one exception being the cowboy songs of lone wandering,

B, eesseThat seems to be the crux of the problem here--we do so few things together.
But when we do, we want to sing--ancd so badly that we content ourselves with pure junk like
1014 MacDonald® and "99 Beerbottles's  se.ee.e0d fEW good songs may be integrated by
individuals but bthere is never time to learn them, and off everyone tears to his own little
groove with its background of radio camned music and jukebox HlueS.eees
Wiusic not only grows out of societyand reiflects it--but ik also shapcl ¥E ite-
witness the Greek use of music-poetry finely divided into sceles each with its particular
function in promoting Wethos": one for patriotism, one for courage, etc, The Gregorian
chant of the Cetholic iiddle Ages, the church music of Hach in rising Protestant Uermeny,
the dance suites and flamboyant opera of the Lowis XIV period, etec etec, and finally
the romantic ocozings of the lest century leading into a period of emotional and
technical gymnastics at the turn of the century.
L N ]

. "Greal as the limitetions of education are in dealing with any problem (in terms
of emmedinte accomplishment), it would seem to be the focal point in this cawe, in
this country, for the time being, And the possibilities are many. The public
schools are places of mass activiity, Husic teaching is much less contro”iled by
traditional and political pressure, FProgressive creative teaching from kindegarten on
could have a tremendous effect, and lay the basis for mass singing which could be
carried on in places of group activity. The prospect is particularly good, as the
teaching of msic from the dogmatic scale-minded grade school teacher to the non-
scientitic or even non-sensicll teaching in & the finedt conservatories is in-
credibly bad, It is becoming obvious that something has to be done, eee

1A study of rusical ecducation in 1;heh{“§%‘§{',1:——w’nich would certainly include folk
songs and mass singing--seems fruitful in terms of future applicabionesees.”
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Mey 16, 1944.

Dre. L. M. Gould, Chief, Arctic Seotion,
Arotic, Desert, and Tropic

Information Center,

25 Broed St.,

New York 4, New York.

Dear Dr. Gould:

In 1936 while in HMoscow I met the Director of the Insti-
tute of the Central Administration of National Economy who told me
that students in his Institute, among other subjects, studied higher
mathematics, especially the theory of probabilities and the theory of
statisztics and their utiliszetion in conneotion with plenning. In re-
sponse & queastion he expresaed s willingnese to accept an American stud-
ent who had had advanced mathemetioal treaining, who knew Russian, and
who hed the ebility to adept himself to the enviromment in which he
would have to work.

With the approval of the trustees of the Institute of
Current World Affeirs, who for some time had been seeking an approach to
the study of netionel planning in the U.S.8.k., I sought for & suitable
person. By ell odds, the most promising person whom I found was Kenneth
Hey. He was then doing advanced work in the Department of Methematics,
University of California. Professor Evans, under whom iay wes working
assured me that May not only possessed exceptional mathematical talent
coupled with intensity of application but was also & person of fine
character and attractive personality.

ey had received his A.B. with "highest honors in mathe-
matics™ in May 1986. &t the end of the following academic year he was
given an M.A. in mathematics and had completed formal course requirements
for a Phel.

May, having been assured of funds by the Institute of
Current World Affairs, studied Russien and lete in the summer of 1937
went to Moscow. There he wes given every consideration, but it turned out
that his training hed been such thet the courses being given by the Insti-
tute of the Central Administration of National Accounting were not then
suffioiently sdvenced to provide him with anything werth while.

After & few months in Moscow he went to England where he
continued his studies. During the following academic year he studied in
Paris under certain professors who specialized in advanced probabilities
and statistics. From them he learned of a Russian, professor with whom
they were exchanging idees. May visited the professor, in Kiev I believe.
He then returned to the University of California as an instructor in



mathemetics and stearted work on his Ph.D. Eﬁeais.

In due time he was inducted into the Army end assigned to
the 87th Mountain Infantry, probably beceuse he is an expert skier
and mountaineer. He lended on Kiska with the first wave of Americens
and wes there for five and a half months. He is now with his regiment
at Camp Hale, Colorado.

¥y undoubtedly has & first~cless mathematicel mind end hes
received exceptionally pood treining. He is sn energetic, attractive
person of excellent character snd sound instincts. He is a grand pere
son to heve about.

A frank, honest statement requires that the following be
said. While an undergraduvate in the University of Celifornie he became
engaged to the daughter of a professor whom his father disliked. The
father, who is heed of the Department of Public Administration in the
University of California, is the go~getter type of a professor. Hie
wife, who I heve been told was one of the most attractive women about
the university, wes killed meny years sgo as result of a ges stove ex-
plosion, :

While ey was in England the girl went there to marry him.
The father learning of the girl's intention, hurried to ¥ngland to
stop the merriege. The young people told him to run along. He did, not
even waiting to sttend the ceremony.

After May had returned to the University of California, he
appeared before the local school board es one of a group representing
various minor parties in a metter having to do with the use of school
auditoriums. The following morning a San Francisco newspaper carried a
routine paragreph in regard to the wmesting, in which it was stated that
Kenneth Mey represented the Communist party. That morning the father,
wio es chairman of the Stete Council of National Defense, was in the
Capitol seeking an appropristion. When the newspaper item was ocalled
to his attention, he went off the bat completely. He issued a statement
in which he denounced hie son es e communist end announced thet he not
only repudieted the young man but would disinherit him. This, of course,
created an issue and resulted in a good deal of publieity. The young
man left the university and took & job with the Communist party in cone
nection with its educaticnal activities.

When Selective Service went into operation May asked to be
classified as 1A, but his looal board for meny months refused to so
classify him beceuse of his connection with the Communist party.



My opinion = &nd that of ﬁany others « is that his father

ected very badlys. The father and son, however, have reestablished
friendly relationse.

I saw KXenneth May in Denver two or three months ago, and 1
haven't the slightest doubt in regerd to his loyality or to his essenti=
al dmericenism, nor for thet matter of his very unususl ebility. Hvery-

one conneoted with the Institute of Current World Affeirs holds him in
high regard.

Youre sincersly,

Enclosed: Copy of

rts of letter from
&zxmeth Y8y a



From & letter sent to W.S5.R. by Kenneth May
under date of Februery 15, 19387.

The following is & 1list of principal subjects studied
sinee entering colleges '

Mathemetics: Cullege islgebra, Theory of Nquatious,
Logistic, Plane and Solid Analytic Geo-
metry, Projsctive Geometry, Algebraic
teometry, Advanced Caloulus, Ordinary
and Partial Differential Equations,
Functions of a Complex Varieble, end
Keal Variable Theory.

Eoonomics: Elementary course, History of Economie
Dootrine, end Mathemmiical FEoonomics.
In the last named I have been particularly
interested in mathematioal work based on
measurable quantities and the concepts of
statistics and accounting.

Statistics: A course including the sgtudy of multiple
correlation, ourve fitting, and Pearson's
and Charlier's Curves.

Langueges: I have & good reading knowledge of French,
German, and +telien.,

Miscelleneous: Physics, Chemistry, Nevigetion, Neval
8clence and Tactics, Philosophy.

As en undergraduate I took part in verious student activi-
tiess Por example, I was secretary of the Student Institute of Paciw
fic Relations (1933), a councilor of Phi Bets Kepps, & member of the
Student Judiciel Council (entrusted by the president of the Universi-~
ty with cases of student discipline), end cheirmen of the Open Forum
connected with the Asscciated Students., I won e letter in varsity
soccer. At present I have the following effilietions: Americen Mathe~
matiokl £ociety, Phi Beta Keppe, Pi Mu Epsilon (Mathematics), Sigme
#i {tolencs), Ordsr of the Golden Bear {Senior Society), American
Federation of Teachers ( I am a teaching essistant at the University),
end the Sierra Club of California.

In connection with the last neamed slub, I was co-founder of
its Kook Climbing Section and heve acted as mountaineering guide and
instructor on its outings. I em e third cles: skier (British Ski Club
and A.M.C. stenderds) and heve mede numerous mountaineering ascents,
some in the Extra Severe class (Baverian stendarde).



May 18, 1944.

1%&3 Kenneth 0. May,
2330 Vine &treet,
Bsrkeley, Calif.

Dear Kenneth:

Moe was sufficently interested in your letter of
Mey 2nd and the excerpts from Mise Doak's letter to you to start
inquiry in regerd to her.

After reeding your letter of May l4th he asked me
to call your attention to a book by Brig. Gen. Emory Upton, "The
Militery Policy of the United States"™, published by the Governe
ment Printing Office. Your suggestions, according to Moe, re~
present bringing thet book, which is now forty or more years old,
upto_date. Both Moe and I think highly of your provocative idea.

The seme delivery that brought your letter brought
one from Larry Witt in which he says that he has been assigned to

%mbia for a year's work as chief of an agrioulhural survey mise
nion.

I am glad to know that you enjoyed your ski instructe
ing and your leading a discuassion group, and I hope you enjoy your
furloughe. '

At the request of Dr. Gould I prepared e "booster"
memo. in regard to you. He and his immediate assistant, Mejor Flint,
indicated to me that they would try to get you transferred to their
shop. Gould's Chlef, Lt~Col. Carlson, is an old friend of mine. At
a meeting here the other day to orgenize an Institute for Arectic
Research I put in a plug with him.

Cordial greetings and good luck.



ADDRESS REPLY TO:
DIRECTOR. ARCTIC. DESERT, AND TROPIC
INFORMATION CENTER
25 BROAD ST., NEW YORK, 4, N. Y.

HEADQUARTERS

ARMY AIR FORCES TACTICAL CENTER
ARCTIC, DESERT, AND TROPIC INFORMATION CENTER
25 BROAD STREET, NEW YORK, 4, N. Y.

27 May 1944

Mr. Walter Rogers .

Institute for Current World Affairs
522 Fifth Avenue ‘

New York City, New York

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Thank you very much for the detailed information
about Kenneth May. He certainly is a man with a back-
ground which could be put to much better use here than
in his present assignment. We have accordingly in-
stituted proceedings from this office asking for his
transfer to ADTIC. To be sure there is an Army Regu-
lation now which prohibits the transfer of personnel
from Ground Forces to the Air Forces. However, we can
make such a very good case for his transfer that I be-
lieve it may go through.

Colonel Carlson is quite as eager as 1 am to se-
cure May's transfer and no stone will be left unturned.

Cordiglly yours,

L. M. GOULD
Chief, Arctic Section
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June 12, 1944.

Pfe. Kenneth O. w,
39117770 Co. As 87 Inf.,
A+PeOs 345 Camp Hals,
Colorado.

anr Kenneth:

I am glad to learn that you ere egein fully accept-
abls at the University of California end that your father is thrive
ing. If I ever get to the University I will hunt up Professor Neyman.
Thanks for the suggestion.

At few days age at the offlice of the Aretie, Desert
apd Tropie Groups, Lt. Col. Carlson, who is in Chicago, confirmed
thet efforts are underway to seoure your transfer.

I don't know the book by Moulton to which you refer,
but I will maks inquiry and have & copy sent to you.

Cordis) greetings,
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July 6, 1944

Pfo. Kemneth 0. May, 39117770,
Coe A, 87th Inf.,
APO 345, Camp Swift, Texss.

Dear Kenneth:

This is to acknowledge your letters of June 16th end 29th. I wes
away for about ten days. ‘

‘Sometime during the summer I am expecting to be at Cornell for a
few deys to take & look mt what mey be going on in ite summer courses
on Ruesin. While there I will inguire as to whether thers is available,
anything in the neture of Basie Russian,

I am glad to know Evens' attitude toward your completing your work
for & PheDe 1 still think thet getting the degree should be one of your
first chores after you regain & civilien stetus. I am also gled to know
thet you take kindly to Cemp Swift and thet there are possibilities of
your finding same interesting intelleotual work to do.

A few days ago & letter came in from Tom Blakemore. As soon as
eopies are available, one will be sent to you.

I wrote Moulton end he replied thet the pemphlets were being sent
to you. ’

Hed a postemrd the other dey from Howerd who is taking a "breather™
in the "Smokies."

Cordial preetinge,
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Sept. 6, 1944

Pfo. Kenneth May, 39117770,
Coe« A, 87th Inf.,
Canp Swift, Texas.

Dear Kenneth:

Thanks very much for the Kieke picture. I am more than
pleased to heve it. I know you have kept the smile, but why
not elso %.;ha whiekers?

I hope that by the time this romches you you will have
received an assignment more %o your liking. But the army is
the ermy, so if nothing eventuslizes, don't take it to heart.

Nothing much happening around hers except that, for some
cocult remson, Miss Fowell has decided that I should do some
work. But I must conserve my energies in order to Lic fit to
celebrate duly Armistice Day.

Cordiel greetings, -
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OQot. 12, 1944

Pfo. Kenneth O. Mey, 239117770,
Co. A, 87th Inf.,
Camp Swift, Texas.
Dear Kenneths

Curses on those whec are so bigotted as not to do juétioa.
Well, don't take it too gsariously. Your turn, I am sure,
uill come to ensble you to play sn importeant part, if not in
the army then in civilian life.

Nothing doing around here worth reporting.

Cordiel greetings,
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COPY

Service Club,
Camp Swift, Texas,
Oct. 16, 1944

Dear Mr. Rogers:
Thanks for your note of the 12th.

I have met a man and heard of another whom you might find worth knéwing.
The first is a Dr. E. We Zimmerman, apparently purchased by U.T. & couple
of years ago and designated "Distinguished Professor of Resources." With
him, the term resources covers all long run assets - demographic, cultural,
political, technical, "natural," etcs He is interested in the broadest type
of economiew~political problems. Perheps, partly because of superficial
characteristics, he made me think of Howard Wiedemenn altho he's old enough
‘4o be the latter's father.

When we first talked, he spoke with great enthusiasm of his assistant
when he was Director of Research for the President's Committee on Puerto Rico.
He had been greatly impressed by this young mant?s ability and courage. His
name is Harry M. Bhoosham, Jr. From a Boston family, he majored in Political
Science at Harvard and worked as assistant to the Assistant Secretary of the
Interior. He must be about 24 now and is a naval Lieutenant. If he imw
pressed Zimmerman so much perhaps he is worth locking over.

There is a row now going on here, to decide whether U.T. will bs a
University or not. If the reactionaries win, it will be another Georgia.
The president, Dr. Rainey, is taking a very forthright stand and has the
backing of religious groups. =

My orientation work has borne some fruit. The C.0, takes great pride
in it and shows it off to so many other officers that there has been increased
activity in other compenies. Orientation men come over to see whet we are
doing. Last Friday, the 4th Army inspected &nd rated our day room the best
in the division. This makes it easier to get time to work and materials to
work with. But most gratifying is the sharp and maintained increase in soldier
interest. The men are following the news from day to day, asking questions,
discussing, and wanting to understand. There are signs that the Army is awake
to the importance of this work, and my own experience proves the dividends it
brings in higher morals.

For example, last Friday, the Hearst papers ran a phony story on a
"Churchill-Roosevelt Split with Stalin." It ran like wildfire thru the camp
causing real concern and gloom. But in companies where orientation men were
on the job, this phony story had an early demise. 1In ours, we discussed it
the next morning, and I was delighted to find that the men had learned so much
in our previous sessions on enemy propaganda methods that they themselves picked
the story to pieces on the basis of its source, publisher, content, and purpose.
For those who missed the discussion we made a poster, displaying the story
with explanatory comments and authentic AP and UP stories of the same date which
showed the continuing allied unity and progress in solution of problems.



Dewey is really missing a trick. He could seize on the orientation
program to cleaim that commissars are being introduced in the U.S. Armyd

Cordially,

Kenneth (May)



October 31, 1944

Kenneth 0. May, Pfo.,
#39117770, Co. A, 8Tth Inf.
APO 345,

Camp Swift, Texes.

Dear Kenneth:

Thanks for your letter of October l6th. I have been in Chicego
for nine days where I went to talk with Axelson, Wilson and Schults
in regerd to matters that are likely to come up at the Instltute's
annual meeting December 2nd. O'Fleherty is now living in Weshington,
and I expeot to see him there some time during the next few deys.

It now seeme as though we might reascnably soon get under way agein
as an operating agency.

Shoosham looks worth while. When you next see Zimmerman you
might get for me Shoosham'e address. Without it, I don't know how
to go about loceting him.

Your orientation course activities greatly appeal to me. If some
time you would develop intc & memorandum your experiences in thet
eonnection, I am sure the trustees of the Institute would be gled
to read it.

From bits that I have pioked up here and there I have come to
feel that the middlewestern (nmorth and south) universities are moving
in a remotionery direction. Perhaps this represents an aspect of
e deep trend in feeling on the part of large numbers of people of
different clesses.

Cordial greetings and good lueck.
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November 8, 1544

Corporal Kenneth O. May,
$#89117770, Co. A, 87th Inf.,
APC BeB,

Camp Bwift, Texas.

Dear Corporal:

Well, Welllt It ie something to be promoted by & lieutenant
general. I hops 2 good deal more comes from the contact.

The only news here today is that & fellow by the neme of
Roosevelt heas been elected President, Never heeard of him before,
but I hope he will do a good job.

Cordiel greetings,
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Dear Mr. Rogers:

This furlough, which may be the last before another
trip overseas, is drawing to a close. As usual I found
it very easy to adjust myself to civilian hardships.

I have been thinking about your welcome suggestion
that I develop my experiences in orientation into a mem®-
randum. However, when I finally sat down to write I
realized that the subject is too big, too much in a state
of change and development to be covered in a memorandum.
The solution seems to be the Incwa letter, which is also
well suited to the fragments of writing time avallable in
the army. The #1 at the head of this letter affirms my
intentions--Mars willing. If you find any letters worth
reproducfing, I would like a copy or two, since I have
no carbons,

Probably the most characteristic feature of the
American army is its materiel, excellent in quality and
overwhelming in quantity. The profusion of products and
the proficient services of supply (in tmrn of course based
on an abundance of vehicles, ship¥fs and other products),
mean that our armies in the field are practically over-
supplied snd the enemy is pushed back by an avalanche of
equipment. Strategically, this has meant a timetable
characterized by pauses to build up overwhelming material
superiority. Tactically, it has been reflected in an
efffort to win battles by materiel alone, that is by
bombardment and artillery preparation.

For a time, the army,éwas looked upon as little more
than an organization to deliver and direct against the
enemy the equipment designed to produce victories. I
remember a memorandum issued to my unit before our
Aleutian landing in which it was explained that the American
army was an army of machines operated by men, not an
army of men using machines, This exa& one-sided doctrine
was reflected also in the failure to appreciate infantry,
and an almost complete neglect of subjective factors. ZFor
after all, if unthinking machines are to win battles for us,

‘why worry much about morale, political understanding, etc.

All that is needed is an efficient army of technicians.
That such an unsound view of war should be prevalent

in the American army can be explained only on the assumption
of widespread theoretical illiteracy among army cadres, Tor



the briefest acquaintance with classical military theory, or
even a little independant thinking, would convince anyone that
supjective factors must always be at the center of war,., The
purpose of war itself is/either annihilation or to force on€s
will on the enemy, The mere statement of this fact brings out
forcefuily that whatever means are used, the final end of
military action is an effect on the mind of the enemy. He

is forced to submit, to surrender, to do our will. In terms
of armies this means, as Clausewitz has pointed out, that the
aim of a commander is to convince the enemy commander that he
is defeated--essentially a subjective result, as is emphasized
by the mny occasions when bluff has won battles. If we being
this down to the smallest tactical engagement, we find the
individual soldéer carrying out his mission or not depending
on how enemy action affects him both physically and mentally,
and how his and his fellow's actions eaffect individual enemy
soldiers,

Of course, when a soldier or a unit becomes a casualty, the
subJectlvé”%eases to be effective, just as the will to fight of
a commander of an annihilated army is of no importance. But.
failure and defeat occur far more offen in war fhan do death
and annihilation., And even where the outcome iZ death rather
than defeat, it is most often subjective factors which are
determinative. Regardless of new weapons and methods, the
purpose of all means of warfare is to so &ffect the enemyés
wizizXihnixkhe mind that he submits or is annihilated-- or in
tactical terms, that he is killed, retreats or surrenders.

From this it follows that the infantry (the force egquipped in
whatever way to hold ground and subdue individuals) is the
final test of victory, Xhoth tactically and strategically. For
whatever indirect means (aviation, artillery, propaganda ) we
use, we cannot know that the enemy is annihilated, we cannot
accept his submission or surrender, we cannot occupy his
positions without infantry action. And in infantry action we
have a direct, individual contest of wills in which the subjective
Eagnix factor becomes decisive.

the

Hence it is not surprising that/sx awakening to the im-
portance of orientation emmEx and infantry occuﬂ%d at the same
time. Not books, or theory, but battle experience was the
stimulus. The close~in, small-scale battles in the Pacific
must have contained many lessons, but my impression is that
at that time weaknesseg i ining, organization, and choice
of equipment stood outA~ in the Aleutian campaign, morale
factors became very evident. Whole baﬂélllons were said to
have been held up by single snipers; ofders to advance were not
carried out; men felt pinned down by fire and became casualtied
because they didn't keept moving; men were surprised and hurt
that they had to do tasks which actually meant rlsklnghhelr
lives. And then other units or outstanding individuals, faced
by no%® diffement objective facters advanced or perﬁormed their
missions with relative ease. Even the high incidence oftrench
foot and other non-combat casualpties on Attu had it8g sub-
jective side. 3IvRn Gomplete ignorance is not sufficient to

- 2~



explain all these cases. The fact is that carelessness,
discouragement, not caring ete, are required before such an
ailment assumes such propoitions. In the British Army trench-
foot and frost-bite (the results are similar) are court
martial offenses because improper care is assumed., In

winter maneuvers, I have seen the frost-bite cases occur
invariably among the men in exact proportion to their
subjective condition.vﬁ’

0f course, the above comments are my own. I have never
seen anything printed along thse lines. But those in authority
must have tzken note. ZKBR Out of battle reports must have
piled up plenty of evidence to show that in the end our army,
like any other, was dependZnt on men (reggrdless of how much
machinery the%had to use);and beingbependgnt on men, it was
dependgnt on their will to fight, their will to win, their
understanding. And it must have been clear also tha} the
well-known common sense, resourcefulness and independgnce
of the American soldier was not enough even when combined with
first-rate military treining. Special and constand psychokmgx-
logical preparation for battle was needed, not only by more
realistic military exercises but by idbevasgbdys informing and
politecally orienting the soldier so that he fully appreciated
his own role,

Many other facdors must have contributed to the
genesis of the orientation program: In spite of the bad showing
which commiiérs were supposed to have made in the Finnish wax,
the political education program of the Red Army was obviously
a factor in the remarkable fighting achievements of Hed Arny
men. The partisan activities in all §ccupfd territories showed
how understanding and enthusiasm, almost without a material
Base, could create efficient fighting forces. Col. Carlsom's
Marine Raiders gave a demonstB@tion of what could be :
accomplished by a well~trained and equipped military HEXXER
unit EWrizk whose subjective stremdh was raised to the
Hgfhest pitch by means of selection, educetion and prope
methods of living and working together. Then there wergthe
orientation programs undertaken in the Australian and British
armies.

At the.same time, there occuﬂéd spectacular demonstrations
of the inability of mechanical means to win victories alone, .
At Cassino, when bombers and artillery had done their work,
the infantry went in and got thrown back ocut! In spite of
our material advantage, in spite of the pounding they had
suffered, the German infantry was not conquerxed that day. And
this experiemc e was repeated. The fact that the morale of the
Nazi infantry was based on the grgsgest mis-eduation and
the wildest delusions, only emphapiged our failure. The lesson
was driven home that we have not only to outproduce the.gnemy
in tanks,planes and guns. But we have to put into the f;eld
a man who not only knows how to fight, but who has the will,

the desire to kill Nazis, to win battles. And this canix only

_)>_,



L) a man who understands more about this world than most
Americans have ever understood,

O0f course I do not know that this is what went on in
the minds of our military leaders. But it is certain that
they became convinced that battle efficiency required greater
understanding by every soldger of the character of the war,
our own nation, its allies, the enemy, and of the ideaological
and political issues at stake. About a yeargago, a friend
of mine, just inducted into the army, wrote me that evidently
our general staff was trying to fight a 20th. century war with
a nineteenth century congdtion of morale, At this time,
a thoroughly modern morale program must have been in pre-
paration, and already some excellent activities had become
well established.

my next

In ZHEKXE letterx I'11l tell you of some of the first
eteps toward orientation, as I observed them. Perhaps I'll
be able to avogd the rambling style which arises from the
fact that I am free-thinking the subject as I write.

With cordial greetings,
\<§AAA$QXﬁia T
(37'{‘ Henneth M&/})
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ELEVATED BY GEN ;RA
When we first
a University of

%g%;rma professor.

with the community.

cally and:
ry service

ties that he was ph;
mentally fit for mi

he shou}d be barred#rom donning
a military uniform because he had
been - active as a Communist.

His application was finally ac-
cepted. Being an expert skier, he
was assigned to%% mountain divi-
sion for intense training and was
sent to Attu where he served with
distigetion as a private first class.
is outfit moved back to the

Vlay was a Phi Beta Kappa
at th& University of Califgrnia.
He did political and economiie’ re-
search in Europe and mastered

Iseveral -Janguages. Naturally he

'was eager to become an Army of-|
ficer. Th

ee times he took exami-
or Officer Training
Schooli Undoubtedly he pé.ssed‘
theses;examinations with figh!
marks, ‘but ithe Red menace mure-,

eks ago the
“Blizz

fon at Camp sWiff:\,
ews story' on' Pfe.

read it;Y Here it is:

““Whep.Lit. Gen. Ben Lear, apm.
mander “of the
Forces, entered the day roém of
Co: A, 87th Infantry, on an inspec- |
tion tour a week ago Tuesday, the!
¢ompany’s orientation man:was a
PFC. When' the General left: 15 or
20 mtinutes later May w tm the

The war came and Kgnneth L. May seemingly set aside all “isms
except Americanism. Twice he volunteered for military service but
was not accepted and hg*m,ew why. Next he wrote to Army authori-~

and he could see no reason why :

the general asked May when he

“Kenny’ 7 Mag You mlght hke to| |

Army Gpouné/

¥ay to being a serge fe' pro-
mgption: actually ca hrough
vithin three hours. Th cial or-
says the rating w ven on
recommendation Lleuten-

neral Lear.’
y had been workmg on the.
’s origentation dlsplay of |

11 , observed,
! %is the most understandmg job
we've seen yet.)

im he was the exceptionally brlght boy of

Then a few years he was a math

instructor on the campus:. ai:ﬂ his radical views put him out of step

”

T A brigadier gently pushed May
out of the background in which
he had taken. shélter: and Gen.
Lear began askmg’ estions, one
of which was Wmﬁe- did you get
tha.x: map? ..

n,AMay rephed ‘Out of the
orientation- kit, sir, the - :general
seemed sm'sprlsed remarked ‘Miss.
ed it myself'

“The “géneral seemed surpmsed
and plea@d o, - that the news
chppings out of ithat day’s

thought we’d land in the Philip-
pines. After some discussion they_

£ Ca.lxtm nia for three
ated by politieal and

'sonsorship of a founda-
.Besides English, he speaks
ch; German, Russian .and
o

Kenny May has bc\'\m-
_e'y on a furlough fr&n
. He'is' now on his tay
back to (‘amp Swift. It may have
[been his last visit to Berkeley
U@fme going.to the Europegfx the-

jater for hand-to-hand _engounters

iwith Nazi Alpine tx;oops ®And
“thal’s rigid and . ﬂlghn' *
‘mhich e akes couragi ;

- But then it also : courage-
fa)r a young colleg issor to
i h;:nme his ca for his

olitical. views & ‘and wa
Rsund ourselves: bitterly

.dznouncing hj m_foz‘“hk Tocdl radi-
[ch] leadership,

« « « Thursday Evening, December 14, 1944 “
o T TF
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December 16, 1944

8gte Kenneth O. May, 39117770,
Co. A, 87th ¥t. Inf.,

APQ 348,

Camp Swift, %ma.

Dear Kenneth:
I enjoyed your letter of December 8th. Come apgainl

The enmual meeting of the members and trustees of the Institute took
plece on the eecond, but I wes not present as I found it necessary to be
in Chiecego &t thet time. I wes told thet there wes & good diseussion of
Institute effeirs snd thet it was agrecd to hold enocther meeting two or
three months hemos¢ to continue the discussion.

Moe is cheirman of & committee set up by the Office of Scientific
Research and Development to report on ways and means of finding youth
with promising talent in the scientific fisld and giving them opportunities.
1 em & member of the comnittes. The assigmment is & bit vegue, but we
hope to do some'bhing that will prove useful. It looks to the poat-war
period.

The season's greetings and good luck.

Sincerely,

Dear Kenneths
I'm not sure whe‘bher you wish eopiea of your lest lohgﬂ og‘%&s
coples re mede for distribu there are
you nhon like to have coples . ve more me e. est wishes

for the holideys.



Excerpt from Letter from Victor 8. Clark

Dec. 22. (1944f)

"The two letters from iay (#1 and #2) are exceptional - es-
pecially #1. I have showed #1 to possibly ten men at the club,
beginning with Putnam, and without exception they have exhibited
merked interest. Now it is in the hands of Mehlon Perkins, of
the State Depertment, who wants to show it to somebody in the
psychology division of the army, or whatever it is, because of
certain suggestive points in it. Perkins has an unusually bright

son, I think a captain, and is interested through him in problems

of morale."
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WAR DEPARTMENT
IN REPLY REFER TO: :}}w‘ THE ADJUTANT GENERAL’'S OFFICE

7 WASHINGTON 25, D.C.
J
\ ‘
22 December 1944

4r, Mahlon F, Ferkins
Department of State
Walker-Johnson Building
Room 715

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Perkins:

Thank you very much for the privilege of reading this excellent’letter
from Sergeant Kenneth May. I have taken the privilege of drawing off a
copy before returning the original. Would you be so kind as to inquire
whether there is any reason why I might not make it available to an officer
in the Army"s orientation program?

Sincerely yours,

/.

WALTER V, BING
Chief Psychologist
Classification and Replacement Branch

Incl.



Decenber £3, 1044

8gt. Kenneth May, 29117770,
Co. Ay 87 Mt. Info.
APO348,

Camp Swift, Texas.

Daear Keuneths

~ Maybe the inaignia of your regiment, es 1t appears on the
letter peper used for your letter of the 14th, should be revised.
The horseshoe has the opening down. There is & tradition that
such & poaition permits the luek to run out. »

While I was visiting an estate, onoe owned by the Tsar, facing
the Black Sea, the guide wend% out of his way to show John Crane
and me & horseshoe neiled that way to e steble door. The guide
assured us thet & few years before his demise the Tsar hed piocked up the
horabshoe snd hed neliled 1t in placet

However, perheps the real motto of your regiment ie, “To
hell with treditiont®

While you are working on probabilitiss, you might try this
one. Whet sre the probabilities that Roosevelt, Churchill, Stalinm
and Chiang Kai~shek will be econsidered greet heross ten yesrs from
now? '
Certeinly hope that you will find it possible to visit with
us here.

/

Gordiel greetings,
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NOT FOR PUBLICATION

Dec. 26, 1944

Dear Kr. Logers:

They deliver mail on Christmas in the &rmy and your letter was
brought by Sante this morning.

The committee on locating and developing young scientific talent
sounds es if it could be fur more useful to Amerioa then many more speo-
tacular projects.

Do you remember Hobart N. Young of the Food Research Institute at
Stanford? He writes me from Indie where he is & major in Ge2 asking me
to tell him of my work in orientation and suggesting thet Bruno Lasker
of I.P.R. would like %o hear about it slso. Perhaps you could include
them among those to whom you pess on my wanderings on the subject. His
address is: Major Hobart N. Young, 0~229265, Hg. U.S5.Fe = I.BeTe,

APO 885, o/o Postmester, New York, N. Y.

Beocsuge of our unexpectedly early departure I didn't see Prof.
Zimmerman but have written asking him for Mr. Shoosham's address.

And now to "oome agein®:

The present "I formation and Education" progrem is a far ery from
the orientation leotures of two yeers ago. The new neme is more approp-
riate than the old terms "morele" and “orientation™ which are too general
for & progrem which is oconcerned only with the ideologiocal, educational,
and informationel faotors in morale, and whioh is designed to orient the
soldier only in regard to ocurrent world and nationsl affairs. Every come
mend and staff funetion is related to morsle, end orientation of the
soldier should be part of every eot of leadership.

In John Dollard's interssting "Fear in Bettle" (now published by the
I,fentry Journal in a special edition for the armed forces) the following
factors were listed as favorable - in order of importance, according to
Ameriocan vetsrans of the Spanish Civil var:

#(1) Belief in war aims
(2) Good leadership
(3) Training
(4) Materiel
#(5) Information of military situation
{(6) Esprit de corpe
(7) Understending feer
#(8) Hatred of the enemy
{9) Distrections

The following were listed as unfavorable - also in order of importence:

(1) Defeats
#(2) Ignorance of news
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(3) Poor food end olothing

(4) Poor leadership

(6) Idleness

{6) FPatigue "

(7) Enemy materigl superiority
#(8) Llack of home support

I have put an asterisk by those factors which are the special
field of I & E and whioh were neglected prior to its incepbion. The
list brings out sharply the complex character of morale and the special,
important position occupied by I & E. "Idlemess"™ and "Distrsotions"
are the concern of the Athle%ios and Reoreation program, twin brother to
I4&E. I shall refer to this list again later.

S0 the I & E program as now set up is ooncerned withi(l) Inform-
ing the men on current events and government polioy - especially om the
military situation end home front support; (2) orienting the men ideoe
logiocally on the war and postewar - especially on our aims, our allies,
and the character of the enemy; (3) raising the general educstional level
of the army through off-duty educstion.

The first two are carried on by meens of disoussions, lectures,
filme, map end poster displeys, reading meterial, sto. The last, through
correspondence courses (United Stetes Armed Forces Institute) and classes
organized in the unit or on the post. To carry on this program, 1 & E
officers gnd NUO's are authorized for all units and a school exists to
trein this persomnel. I have been told thet enlisted men are flown baock
from the fronts to atbtend this sohool in preparstion for work im their
units. A weekly discussion gulde and much other printed material is
issued. Directives on I & E activities come from Weshingtonm.

However, the execution of the program 1s inevitably uneven, depend-
ing on the interest of different C.0.'s. Many still regard it as s
frill.. Only a few days ago & oaptein (not in my regiment) congratulated
me on being sesigned to communioations work since "oriemtation is just some
&enﬁml's 'himcontomybmy oan bmdlﬁ i.toooco-'n() ad"ﬁﬂﬁﬂm@ogo‘pg"
This attitude naturelly resulte in osreless assigmment of personnel,
feilure to allot proper time, mnd other neglects. Some of my friends
soattered about the ammy have seen few signs of the program while others
have had favorable experiences more like mine. However, there is pressure
for 1 & E from the top and from the men in the ranks, and this unevenness
and non-complisnoe will probebly be reduced to that existing in every
other aotivity.

In my next I'll tell you of the program in my own company.
Cordislly,
Kenneth May
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF POLITICAL STUDIES

Dec. 27, 1944,

Dear Dr. Clark:
. I return herewith

the letter from Kenneth May and also

- send you Col. Bingham's letter to me,

which I have.answered conformably to
four telephonse conversation of last
night. |
It is evident that Col. Bingham
was more than superficially pleased with
the conkent of the letter.
‘ ~Sinceré1y yours,

/4%7,:;7}¢%5§i;%£::»~z~

Mahlon F. Perkins‘



Decembar 30, 1944

Sgt. Kenneth Mey, 39117770,
Co. A, 87th Mt. Inf.,

APO 345,

¢/o Postmaster,

ew York, N, Y.

Dser Xenneth;

I em enclosing herewith copies of your Nos. 1,2 and 3
and will meke it 8.0.P., as you suggest, to send you copies
of future lettere. Copies of No. 1 had previously been sent
to you but probably arrived et Camp Swift after your departure.
Coples will go out to Brunmo lLesker and Major Hobart H. Young
es soon &8 No. § is mimeographed end I will also send you
some extra ooplies.

These letters are extremely interssting end you are
evidently meking exceptlonelly good use of your opportunities.

If it is at ell possible I wonder whether you would mind
sending in your letters on atenderd size letter paper - 8% x 11"
or at least something approsching it. I em now getting files
ready for binding end it is always a help end makes & better
looking job if the size cen be more or less uniform. Would elso
suggest writing only on one side (which you ususlly do).

It ie too bad that you are not coming to New York on the
way to your next assignment but :S hope this will reach you
before you leave the country.

Beat of luck and sl)l good wishes,

Sincerely,

W el






